Water Code of the Republic of Armenia

Part T,
General Provigsions

Section L. Principal Provisions

Articele 1. Main definitions and concepts in the field of
management of water resources
Water objects are the earth’s surface and underground waters,
These can be natural (rivers, lakes, brooks, marshes,
underground water basins) and artificial (water reservoilrs,
man-made lakes, eto,),
Water pollution is a process of alteration of the qualitative
composition and properties of waters caused by the human
activities; this process britngs aboub deterioration of quality
of water to be used.
Littering of water ig accunulation of foreign bodies in the
waber objects.
Uge of water 18 utilization of a water object for the purpose
of satlsfying the demands of the population and economy.
Water Consumption is consumption of water from water objects.
Underground water reserves are the amount of water accumulated
in the upper layer of the earth’s crust.
Water resources balance (or water budget) is a correlation of
incoming and outlawing water of a given water object within a
definite period of tine, taking into consideration the degrees
of utilization and the alteration of the reserves.
Water protection is a system of measures aimed at preventing
and terminating water pollution, littering and consumption.
The State water cadastre ig a svstematized, comprehensive
collection of information on water resources.
Cyelic water supply is a repeated supply of water for the
purposes of using it in technological  processes or for
freezing after 1t has undergone preliminary treatwent ox
freazing.
Water supply system 1s a network of enginesr structures
whereby the water is obtained, treated, trangported and given
Lo Cunsumers .,
National Water Program is a component of the Republic of
Armenia’ s comprehensive economic program; the former is called
upon to solve the problems ¢f water reserves and their use,
distribution, preservation and resource-provision,

Article 2. Goals of the Water Code of the Republic of
Armenia,
The goal ©f the Water Code of the Republic of BArmenia is
regulation of relationg apropos of utility and drinking water
supply aiming at:
~ safeguarding the efficient utilizavion of warer;
- protecting water from pollution, littering and
exhaustion; - preventing and terminating the adverse
impact on watexr;



- dmproving the stave of watel obijects;

a8 well as ac

- protecting the rights of local bodies of State
administration, of snterpriges, organizations, offices
and citizens; and

- strengthening of legalicty in the domain of water
relation

Article 1. Water legislation of the Republic of Armenia
and water as state propercy.

The water relarions of the Republic of Armenia are regulated
by this Code and by other legislative Acts of the Republic of
Arwmenia.

Waters are a State property and are given only rLor use. The
order of possession, management and use of waters is
determined by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 4. The State unified water reserves
all the waters (water objects) of the Republic of Armenia make
up the State unified water reserves.

Haotion 2. The State Regulation
and Supervision in
the Domain of the Usge and Protection of Waters

Article 5. The powers of the Government of the Republic
of Armenia in the domain of water relations
regulation.

The following come within the jurisdiction of the Government
of the Republic of Armenia in the domain of the water
ralations regulabion:

1) management of the State unified water reserves;

2y Formulation orf the rulsg for use of waters, oy Theilr
protection from pollution, littering and consumption, and
for prevention and termination of the adverse ilmpact on
waters;

3) formulation of methods and standards for water use and
for water quality and its assessment;

4) formulation of the rules for the State registration of
waters and of water-use in the Register and for the State
water cadastre;

5) confirmation of

a) schemes of comprehensive use and protection of
waters as well as of
b} water budgets;

6) planning of measures aimed at efficient use and
protection of waters, at prevention of adverse impact on
them;
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7V establishment ©f the State control over the use and
protection of waters and formulation of order of exerxrting
of thig control.
The above clauses are formulated and determined by the
Natimnal Water Drogram.

Article &. The agencies executing State administration in
the domain of water use and protection.

The Strare administration in the domain of warer use and

protecrion 1s executed in the Republic of Armenia by the

Republic =f Armenia‘s Government, local bodies of State

administration as well as by spacially authorized State

aganciag For regulatvion of warer use and protection.

Article 7. The State control over water use and
protection.

The task of the State control over water use and protection is
to safeqguard that all the water-users will stick to the rules
set for the water-use, will £fulfill their obligations for
protecsion of waters and for prevention and termination of
adverse impact on the waters, will chserve the rules of
keeping the registration of waters as well as other rules laid

down by the water legislacvion of the Republic ©f Armenia.

Articls 8. The Agenciles Executing State Control Owver the
Use and Protection of Waters.

The State control over the water use and protection is
exercised by the local bodies of State administration and by
the Qrate agencies specially aurhorized for the rask, in the
manner stipulated by the legislation of the Republic of
Armenia.

Saction 3. Sitting, Design.
Construction and Putting
into Operation the Enterprises, Installations and
Other Objects that Affect Water Quality

Article 9. Requirements to be Met in Cases of Siting,
Design, Construction and Putting into Operation
the Fnterprises, Tnatallations and Other Clyjerte

that Affect Water Quality

When new or reconstructed enterprises, installations and other
objects that affect water guality are designed, sited,
conatrirered  and pur inte eperation,  as well as wher new
tachnological processes are introduced it is required that the
efficlient use of waters be secured, first of all that the
population’s needs for domestic utility and drinking water
supply he satiafisd.

The envisaged measures must guarantee:



- acourate registration of the amounts of water takern from and
returned to walter obijacts;

-~ protection of  water from pollution, littering and
consumption;

-~ prevention of adverse inpact on waLers;

- restriction 5f inundation of land (reducing this inpunda-ion
ro the possible minimam) ;

- protevtion eof land against salinization, washing away and
dessication: as well asg

- protection of favorable environmentai conditjons and
landscapes .

When the enterprise, installations and other objects that
affect water quality are designed, sited and constructed, iz
is requlired that proceeding from environmental conditions and
acenomic clroumgtances, the possibilities of using the water
obiacts for the purposes of sport and rest should be
congidersd,

Article 10. Terms Set for Design, Siting, Construction and
Putting into Operation the Enterpriges, Installations
and Other Objects in the Fish-Breeding Pools,

When new or reconstructed enterpriges, installations and other
objects are designed, aited, constructed and put  into
operacion in the f£igh-breeding pools, 1t is regquired that,
basides the requirements stipulated by Article 5. of this
code, such measures should be taken in dus time as Lo segure
protection and adequate conditions for reproduction of fishes,
of other water animals and plants.

Artiecle 11, Congtruction Sitting and Design of the
Enterprises, Installations and Other Objects
that Affect Water Quality.

The construction siting and design of the enterprises,
installations and other objects that affect water quality must
be coordinated with the bodies that regulate waber use and
protecticn, with the Executive Committess of the local Soviets
of deputies, with the bodies of the State Sanitary Inspection,
with the bodies that provide protection to fish reserves and
with other bodies, - in the ways stipulated by the legislation
of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 12. Conditiong Under Which the Putting into
Operation of the Enterprises, Installations
and Other Objects that Affect Water Quality

ia prohibited.

It is prohibited to put into operation:

1) new or reconstructed enterprises, installations and other
objects unless they are equipped with the devices that
prevent pollution and littering of or the adverse impact
on waters;



2)  sprinkler and lrrigation systems, watey reservoirs and
canals unless the measures protecting the land against
inundation, washing away, swamping, salinization and
erasion have been taken;

3 drainage systems, unless the water-recelvers and other
installations have been completed in conformity with the
approved desigr;

4) water-recelving installations 1if they iack the £fish-
protvecting devices envisioned by the approved design;

5} hydrotechnical installations unless the spillways fcr
rainwater and Lish-passes have been built in conformity
with the approved design;

£)  dewatering wells if rthey are not provided with water-

regulating devices and, when necessary, with the sanitary

provection belts;

water resarvolrs £ill the completion of the c¢olumn

foundation envisioned by the approved design.

=}

Section 4. Conducting of Works

in the Water Objects
and in the Waterside Belts

Article 13. Watergide Belts

Ag the waterside belts are considered the belts of:

1} sanitary protection of surface and underground watey
objects;

2] dnner waterways;

3)  watey protection in water regervoirs:

4) as well as the waterside belts stipulated by the
legislation of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 14, The Order of Conducting the Works in the Water

Obiects and in the Waterside bhelts

It is ordained that in the water objects and in the waterside
balts all the construction, dredging and blasting works,
utilization of mineral resources and water plants, laying of
pipelines and other service lines, felling of tress, drilling,
earth-digging and other works and kinds of land-use, which
have a direct impact on water quality, be conducted only
obtaining pricor consent of the bodies regulating the water use
and protection, o©f the BExecutive Committees of the local
Soviets of the deputies, and of other authorized agencies, in
sonformity with the legislation of the Republic af Armenis.

Part 2.
Watear-Taea

Section 5. Water~-Users, Water-
Use Objects and Kinds



Article 15, Watexr-Users

The lLocal bodies of State administration, enterprises,
organizations, offices and citizens can be water-users in the
Republic of Armenia.

In cases stipulated by the lewgislation of the Republic of
Armenia other organizations and persons too, can be water-
WHBES .

Article 16, Kinds of Water-Use

The water objects are given for use to meet the population’s
health, medical, etc. needs of industry, agriculture, powar-
supply, transportation, fisa-breeding as well as other Stake
and public needs. The water objects can be given for use for
ona or several purposes,

The utilization of water objects for waste affluents can be
permitted only in cases stipulated by Articles 81-63 of this
Code and by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 17. General and Special Water-Use

General water-use iz of water without application of
installationsg or technical devices that affect quality of
water, whereas specilal water-use 1s of water by means of such
installations or devices.

In some cases as gpecial can be regarded such utilization of
water objects when which affect the quality of water although
neither installatious nor vechnical devices are applied.

The list of special kinds of water-use is compiled by the
bodies that regulate the use and protection of water.

Article 18. Separate and Joint Use of Water

The water objects can be used on separate or joint basis.

in separate use are those water objects (or parts of water
obijects) that have been given for use to a local body of State
adminisgtration, to an enterprise, organizaticn, office or a
citizen by the decision of the State competent bodies.

Those water objects (or parts of water objects) that have not
beaen given for separate use are used Jointly.

Article 19. Primary and Secondary Water-Use

The primary water-users, viz. local bodies of State
administration, enterprises, organizarions, offices, citizens,
who have been given the water objects for separate use, ara in
the position to authorize the secondary water-use, provided
there is a consent of the bodies that regulate the use and

protection of water.
The goal and principle terms of using the water objects shall

e gstated in secondary water-use pearmit,

Section 6. The Order of Giving
Water Objects for Use



Artiels 90 Tha Priordity Given ta the Bapilation’s Neods
When Congidering the Granting of Water Objects
for Use

The water objects are first of all given for use to satisfy
the popvlation’a neesde din ocdldiry and Avinking wateyr,

Should a water object be given for multi-purpose use, the
water-use for satisfying the population’s needs in utilicvy and
drinking water cannot be decreased in favor of water-uss for
wther purpoges

Article 21, The Order of Granting the Water Objects for
Separate Use
The watar objacts {(entirely nr partially]l  are given for

separace uge by the Government of the Rapublic of Armenia or
by (with the UGovernment’s authorizaticen) the agency that
regulates the use and protection of water.

The right to jeint water usge of fthe water objescte ig given by
rhe right-to-water-use-granting sState Act, wherein the goal
and main terms of use of a water object are stated,

Artiole 2%2. Farmit tn Special Water.lge

4 permit to special water-use 1is given by the use and
protecrion of water regulating agency in conjunction with the
local body of State administration, with bodies conducting the
State sanitary ingpection, providing envivonmenral protactior
and protection of underground waters, as well as with othex
podies concerned.

Areiela 23. The Ovder of Making Gensral Tes of Water

The general use of water i1s made without a permit.

The general use of water ghall be made ln strict conformity
with the requirements set by the agenciles that regulate the
wga and provaction of waters, that conduct the Stare sanitary
inspection, that provide environmental protection and
provection of the fish reserves, as well as in conformity with
the regulations of protecticn of human lives in water and of
afficient utilization and protection of water.

In case of genersl water-use, the local bodies of State
adminiscration determine the places in the respective areas
where swimming, bathing, rowing, taking water for drinking and
househeld purpoges, watering of sattla, ete. are prohibitad.
Tha proposals pertaining to general water-use are advanced by
the agencies regulating the use and protection of water, by
the assocliations for life-saving in waters, by the bodies
eonducting tha Stabte esanitary angpection  and by thoge
providing the protection of animal world as well as by other
bodies concerned,

It is incumbent upon the local body of State administration tc
inform the watsr-ugers In the tarmg of general watgr-user that
it has set.



Article 24. General Use of Water Obdects Given for Separate
Use

The general use of water objects given for separate use ig
permitted on the terms set by the primary water-user in
conjuncrion with the agencies vegulating the use and
praotection of water.

Unlegs the primary warer-user and the local body of State
adminigtration state the terms for general use of the water
object given for separate use or probilbit the water-use. the
unrestricred gereral water-use is permitted according to the
water leglislation of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 28. Water-Use Feesg

The special water-use is pald for in the Republic of Armenia.
The water relations between the agencies regulating the use
and protection of water and the water-users are regulated by
1 bilateral agreement, wherein the volume., duration. rates of
payment and other terms have been stated.

For oha water thay receive all the wWwarav-users ave obliged o

pay in a manner and according to the tariffs established by
the Government of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 26. Water-Use Duration

The water objects are given for use for a definite term or on
mpen-anded basis.

The water-uge is considered to be 9n an open-ended basis if no
time Limit has been set for it.

The temporary water-use for a definite term can be short-term
(up ta rthree years) oy long-term (from three up Lo twaenty-five
vears). If needs be, the terms of the water-use can be
orolonged for o period not exceeding the time-limits set for
the short-term and long-term temporary use respectively.

Nenw masm e @etr For rhe general water-usne .

Article 27. The Order of RBztimating the Term of the

Temporary Water-Use
The taevm of tha remparary nae of a water object la satimated

from the day when the decision on giving a water object for
separate use was made or when the permit for special water-use
was issued, provided there are no other dates fixed in the
Aecigion or in rhe poaymir

Article 28, The Order of Prolongation of Temporary Waten-
Use Termsg

The texms of temporary water-use of water objecta can he
extended upon the request of the water-users concerned by the
svate bodies that have made a decision on the separate use of
a water object or that have isgued a permit for a special
wator-uge .



Seotion 7. The Rights and Responsibilities of Water-
users

Article 29. The Rights of Water-Users

When using the water object adequately to its functional
purpose, 1in accordance wich tie establlished proceduce Lhe
water users are entitlecd:

1) to accumulate water reserves for utilization in future;

21 wo construct hydroscononic installations, ©o reconstructh
and to dismantle Lhiem;

3) to use water objects to satisfy the population’s needs in
utility and drinking water, as well as the needs of
public services, agriculcural, Industrial, hydro-electric
power, transpuridliion, flsh-breeding eltid huntiny
enterprises;

4) w0 usme  water  objects  for  implementing sports,
racreational, rest and health-restoring programs, for
pregerving natural siltes and laudscapes Lo Llavorable
conditions as well as for other purposes that are not
prohibited by the water legislation of the Republic of
Armenia.

Article 30Q. Limitations on the Rights of Water-Users
Undaer the conditiong of exceptional deficiency of water, of
looming accidents in the water objects or epidemics of humans
and animals, a3 well as 1n other wasuss envisionsd by Lhwe
lagislation of the Republic of Armenia, the rights of the
water-users can be resvricted,

When urgent measures are taken to forestall or to fight a
gatural digaster brought about by the adverse lopdacl Uil wdlelr
quality, the limitations on the water-users’ rights are
raegqulated by Article 86 of this Code.

The rights of users to separate use of water objects can be
restricred by the body that has given thils object Ior separats
use, whereas in case of the rights of special water-use by the
body that has issued a permit for special water-use. The right
of secondary use of water can be restricted by the primary
water-user in conjuncrion with the agency rtor the use and
protecrion of water.

Article 31, The Water-Users’ Responsibilities
'he water-users are obliged:
1) to efficiently use warer objects, to ensure rational use
of water and water gquality improvement;
2) to take measures to keep the index of pollutants in the

waste effluents 1n the warer objects wichin tThe
standards;

3} not to violate the rights of other water-users as well
not to incur damage to the objects of economy and nature
(land, Fforests, anlimal world, mineral resources, @lua.) )



4) to kesep in good working order treatment and other
hydroeconomic installations and technical devices that
affect quality of water, to improve their exploltation
specifications, to control and register the use of water;

50 o use warer objecrs only for the purposes that they have
ceen given for.

Section 8. Grounds for and

Order of Suspending
the Right to Water-Use

Article 32. Grounds for Suspending the Right to Water-Use,
The right to water-use is susp@nmmd if
L) there is no longer necessity in water-use or the water-
user refused from it
2) the water-use term expired;
1) warer-using enterprises, organizations, and offices are
abolished;
4) the hydroeconomic installations are transfarred to other
water-ugaers;
5] khere arose a need to take the water objects ourn of
separate uge;
) the rules of water-use and water protection have been
violated;
71 the water object has not been used as to irte functional
purpose.
The leglislation of the Republic of Armenia can stipulate for
other grounds for suspending the right to water-use.

Article 33. Order cf Suspending ths Right to Water-Use.
The right to water-use is suspended by resoinding the permic
for special and for secondary water-use as well as by
AabhaTiahing the warer ohijeats givern for separate Lae.

The right to special water-use is suspended by the decision of
the very body that sanctioned this usse.

The right to secondary water-use 1s suspended by the decision
nfoom primary watav.oaey which miat be conrdinated witrh rhe
body that regulates the use and protection of water.

Article 34, The Removal of the Watexr Objects from Separate
Trenen .

The water objects are removed from gseparate use by the
decisions of thoge State bodies which are authorized to glve
those water objects Lo separate use,

Article 35. Compensation for the Damage Caused by
Hydroeconomic Actions, by Suspension of Water-
Use or by the Alteration of the Terms of Watexr- Use.

The danage cauged to water-uasers hy  implemenratrion  of
hydroeconomic measures (hydrotechnical and other works) as
well as by suspensicn of water-use or by alternation of the
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rerms of this water-wuse, shall be compengated in confizrmity
wlith the provisions stlipulated by Lhe leylslavlion of Lhe
Republic of Armenia.

Section 9. The Use of Water Objects for Meeting the
ropulatcion’s Needs 1n Drinking, and Utllity Water and other

Needs

Article 36. The Water Obdects to be Used for Supplying the
Population with Drinking and Utllity water and

for Satisfying the Other Needs

To meet the population’s needs in drinking and utllity watey
and other mneeds, such water objecvls are used, Lhe water
gquality of which corresponds to the State-approved standards.
To this end other water objects can be given provided there is
consent of the sanitary inspectien bodies,

article 37. Water-Supply of Population

In the event of uging the wabter objects for supplying
population with drinking and utility water and for other
neads, all WATer-u8ers who contrel or use Lhe supply syslemns
of utility and drinking water, are entitled, in conformity
with the special water-uge permits and in accordance with the
established procedure, to take water from the water-supply
gources In order Lo process the waler ol pulable qualily dod
Lo supply 1t Lo consumers.

The water-users, enumerated in the first paragraph of this
article, are obliged to register the volumes of water used, ©o
astablish regular supervision over the water qualicy ifn the
sources of water supply and to report deviations (if any) from
the fixed svandards of the water quality to the local bodias
»f Srate administrations, Lo the podies regulabing the wse and
protection of water and to the Dbodles exercising Stace
sanitary control.

Article 38. The Use of Underground Water of Potable quality
Satigfying Needs Uther than Those in Drinking and

Ttility Water.

The use of underground water of potable quality for ends other
than satisfying the needs in drinking and utility water ls, as
a rule, prohibited.

In the area where there are no requisite surface water gsources
but where there is gufficient reserve of underground water of
potable gquality, the State bodies regulating the use and
protection of water lssue a permit LOY a Lemporary use of this
water for ends other than supply of drinking and utility
water,

Segtion 10. The Use of Water
Obhjects for Medical,

i1



Health~Improving and Sports Purposes

Article 38, The Water Objects Categorized ap Medicinal
8hall be Used Primarily for Medical and Health-

Iuproving Purposes .
The water objects categorized as medicinal shall be usec

primarily for wmedical and health-improving purposses. Tne
bodies regulating the use and pretection of water can, in
axcentional cases, authorize the use of the water obijects
catagorized as medicinal, for other purposes, coordinating
this decigion with the corresponding Stare bodies for public
health protection and for sanatoria.

Tt ig prohibited to discharge waste wabteyr inid the water
obiects categorized as medicinal.

Article 40. The Use of Water Objects for Amateur and Sports
Fighineg

The use of water objects (whit the exception of waters of
nature reserves, fry-breeding pools and fish-farms as well as
aof other waters where fishing is prohibited) for amateur and
sports fishing is allowed, provided the fishery regulations
are observed.

Article 41. The Use of Water Obdects for Regt and Sports.
The proecedures for the use of water objects for rest and
sports are established by the legislation of the Republic of
Armenia

Article 42, The Use of Water Objects for Sailing Small-Size
Boats.

The use of water objects for sailing swall-size Doats (oax ox
angine-powered boats, launches, small salling-boats, etc.) I1s
allowed by the Government of the Republic of Armenia.

The small-size beoats must be registered in accordance with the
established procedure and have side-signs.

Secticon 11. The Use of Water Objects for Agricultural
Neads
Article 43, The Water-Use for Agricultural Needs.

The use of water obijects for agricultural needs is nade In
conformity with the regulations stipulated for special water-
VSR

The water-use for agricultural needs is made to secure a more
favorable water regime for cultivated land as well as to meet
ehe reguirements of water supply for agricultural needs.

Article 44, Planning of Water-Use for Agriculture and
Approval of Plans.
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The  water-use  ab lrrigation, sprinkling and  other
nvdroeconomic installacions Ls made on the basis of 1ndlvidual
and national water-use plansg.
In conformity with the water-use plansg, the bodies exploiting
ke frrigation, gprinkling and other hydrogconomis
ingsrallacions are obliged ©o sSign Contracts with water-users
on rhe basis of the water-use standards currently in force,
fixing the water-use terms as well as laying down mutual
righes and duties of the partles.
The individual plans of water-use composed by the leccal bodies
of  State administration, Dby village and agricultural
enterprises and by other water-use enterprises, organizacions,
offices and individual citizens, are coordinated with thea
efiterprigses exploiring the water objects and are approved by:
- the local bodies of State administratlon, in case of
the systems naving local significance;
- the bodies regulating the use and protection of water
(in coordinavion with the agricultural boedies), in case
of the svstems having Republican significance.

Article 45. The Duties of Water-Users Exploiting Water-
Dhiamats
for Agricultural Needs.

The local bodies of State adminigtration, enterpriges,
organizations, offices and individual citizens exploifing
water objects for agricultural needs are oblliged to ablde by
the established regulations, standards, plans and regime of
water-use and to take requisite agrotechnical measures.

Article 46, Lrrigation by Erfluents Which Underwent
Treatment .
The irrigation of cultivated land by effluents which underwent

treatment, is allowed by the bodies regulating the use and
protection of water in coordinacion with the bodies which
exercise State sanitary ilnspection and veterinary control.
It 1is prohibited to uze such waste effluents for irrigation
which can have adverse impact on agricultural produce and
pollute 1t.

Article 47. Water Supply Agricultural Objecta.

The supply of water for agricultural objects is subdivided
inte centralized and not centralized. Phe centralized supply
of water for agricultural objects lg regulated by the rules
laid down in Article 37 of this Code.

Article 48. Irrigation ot Land Uc¢cuplied by Forests, Forest
Belts and Saplings.

The provisions held in Articles 43-47 of this Code regulate
also irrigation of land occupied by forests, forest belts and
gaplings.
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Section 12, The Use of Wagter Objects for the Industrial,
Hydrao-Electric Power Engineering and Water Transport Purposes

Article 49. The Duties of Water-Users Exploiting Water
Objects for Industrial Purposes.

It is incumbent on water-users exploiting water obviects for
industrial purposes to ahide by the established plans,
rechrnological grardards and rules, as wall asg to take measures
to reduce water consumption and to stop waste effluents by
means of improving production techanclogies and wanar-supoly
schemes.

Areicle 0. Limitation or Probibiticon of Use of Drinmking
Water for Tndustrial Reagons .

In the avents of natural disaster, accldents and 1in octher
excaptional events, as well as in the event an enterprise has
surpassed the limit of potable water ascigned to it, the
axecutive comnittees of the district Soviets of debutles are
authorized to temporarily Limit or prohkibivc the use of
drinking water for industrial purposes.

Article 51. The Uge of Underground Waters for Supplying the
Technical Water and for Meeting Other Production
Requirements,

The underground water not categorized as drinking or medicinal
(sweet . mineral, hot waters) can be used in accordance with
the established procedure for technical water-supply, for
axtracting chemical elements rthat the water contains, fcor
ohtaining thermal energy and for other industrial purposes,
provided che rules of efficient water-use and water protection
are obsearved.

Article 52. The Use of Water Objects for the Needs of
Hydro-Electric Fowexr Engineering.

The use of water objects for the nesds of hydro-electric power
angineering shall take into congilderation the interests of
other branches of national economy as well as shall be made in
arrict comformity with the recuirementsg of rhe comprehensive

water-use.,

Article 53. Water-Ways in Copmon UUse.

Rivars, lakesn, water reservolrs and canales are considered tvo
pe water-ways 1ln common use, with the exception of cases when
rheir use in this capacities is partially or entirely
prohibited or whan they are given [or separate use.

Section 13. The Use of Water Objects for the Needs of
Fish~Fairming

Artiecle 54. The Water-Use Righte and Duties of Fish-Farming
Bnterprises and Organizavions.



in genformity with the oftficially approved production plans
tha entarprises and oargantzariens that make ome of fiashe
farming water poels or fishery areas, do all necessary work
for fish-farming in those water pools and areas as well as
cultivate fish and other water animals and plants for
conmeroial purpoges.

On the demand of the bodies which secure the preservation of
fish reserves rthey are obliged to take fish-breeding and land-
raclamation technical measures to provide for the reproduction
monditioneg of the Fiah reasrvsa.

Article 58. Restriction of Water-Use in Fish-Farming Watex
Resexrveirs.
The righte of water-naera can he Timited in rhose fish-farmivg

warey resayveirs (or in some of thelr separate ssctiong) which
are of gpecial significance for protection and reproduction of
valuable species of fishes and for other objects of water-
axtracting  industries, preceding from frhe Ffish-farming
interests.

The list of such water reservolrs (or their sections) and the
kinds of restrictions imposed on water-use are suggested by
rhe boadisg ragsponsible for the prassrvatrion of fish reserves
and finally decided upon by the bodies regulating the use and
provection of water.

Saation 14. The Wge of Water Objecta for the Needs of
wildlife

Preservation and Hunting Organizations.
Artiola 56, The PRight of the Entarprigses af Wildlife
Preservation and Hunting Organizations to

Water-Use.

The priority right to water-use in those water objects which
hava the etabus of nature regerves »F wild waterfowls and of
valuable fur-bearing animals (beaver, muskrat, coypu, etc.)
can be given to the enterpriges of wildlife preservation ard
hunting by the bodies regulating the use and protection of
wateyr, proceading from the requirements of the comprahernalve
use of waters,

article 57. The Order of Use of Water Objects for the Needs
wf Wildlifa Pragervarisn and Hunting.

Water objects are used for the needs of wildlife preservaticn
and hunting organizations (for breeding of waterfowls and fur-
bearing animals, for cu.tivation of plants and fcr
implemantation of othay measuras necesenry for maintaining rhe
wildlife preservation and hunting organizations) with the
permission of the bodies regulating the uge and protection of
water and of other bodies concerned.
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The ordsr of use of water obiects for the needs of wild-life
and hunting eorganizations is established by the legislation of
she Republic of Armenia.

SBoctiorn 1%. The Usze of Water CObiects for the Needs of
Nature Reserves.

Article 58, The Use of Water Objects for the Needs qf
Nature Regserves.

The water objects of the Republic of Armenia are declared
removed from common use and are granted vto nature reserves for
use by the decres of the Government of the Republic cf
hymenia .

The water objects which are o©f special scientific, 1n
accordance with the procedure established by the legislation
of the Republic of Armenia cultural value are declared
prohibited for common use and are given to nature resarves for
permanent separate use, for the purpose of environmental
protecrion and scientific research.

The order of the water-use 1n the nature reserves Is
Astermined by the Statutes concerning Lhe nature reggrves.

Article b3, The Removal of Water Objects from the Use of
the Nature Reserves,

The warer ohjecras can be rencoved from the use of the nature
regerves only in case of an emergency by the decree of the
Government. of the Republic of Armenia,

Artiale A0. Granting the Status of a Natural or Cultural
Monument teo Water Objects.

Those water objects that have scientific or cultural valus but
have not been declared a nature regerve, are dgranted the
arabtue o»f & narnral or eultural monument, in accordance with
the established procedure. The population and interested
organizations are notified about the decisions Lo grant the
water objects the status of a natural or cultural monument and
thae provisions aboub the main rerma of rheir use.

Bection 16. The Order of the Use

of Water Objects for
Nigrhardge nf Waate BREfluents

Article 61, The Order of the Use of Water Objects for
Discharge of Waste Ef fluents.

Watey obiectz can be vaed For diascharging e Urdhastriial,
household and public utilities and drainage waste effluents
only with the permission of the bodies regulating the use and
protection of water, in  coordination with the bodies
exercising sanitary control and fish reeerves pratection.



Tt ig prohikited in the Republic of Brmenia ro drill well and
borenholes for injection and deep-well disposal of industrial,
household and public utilitiles and drainage waste effluentsg.

Article 62. The Authorized Discharges of Waste Bffluents
into Water Qbjects.

Waste effluents arve allowed to be discharged into water
echiects only in that case 1f fthe nollutants, that they
contain, do not exceed tha adnigsible maximum standards and on
the condition that a water-user will provide wastewater
treatmant in conformity to nhe standards set by the bodies
regulating the use and protection of water.

Should the regquirements be broken, the discharge of waste
effluents will be restricted, stopped or prohipited {including
termnination of activitlies of industrial stations, shops,
enterprigses and organizationg and otfices] by the bpodies
regulating the use and protection of water.

In case of a health-threatening emergency, the bodies
exercising the State sanitary control shall stop the discharge
of waste effluents as well ag the activities of industrial and
other objectrs and shall notify the bodies regulating ths use
and protection of water,

Article 63, Terma on  Which Waste Effluents Can be
Discharged Into Water Obidjeacts.

For discharges of waste effluents water objects are used in
conformicy with the regquirements set by the permit of a
special water-use and on the condition that newly constructed
or reconstructed industrial, public utilities and agricultural
enterprises (before they start functioning at the rated
capacity}l will take all measures Lo secure the Lreatment and
neutralization of waste effluents discharged into water
obiects.

The order and terms of using the water objects for discharging
the waste effluents are estadblished by the bodies regulating
the use and protection of water.

Section 17. The Use of Water Objects for Fire-Prevention
rurpcoses,
Article 64, The Use of Water Obiects for Fire-Prevention
Purposes.

It is allowed to take out of any wabter object (without special
permit) the amount of water requisite for fire-prevention

PUEROSES .
Water out of the water objects set apart for the fire-

prevention purposes is prohilibited to he used f£or other
purposes.,

Section 18. The Expleoitation of
Regervoirs.
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Article 65, The Filling and Operation Conditions of
Regarvolrs.

It Ls incumbent upon the enterprises, organizations and other
water-users that operate the collecting, receiving and
delivering installacions of the reservoiys to strictly chserve
the operation conditions ot fillling and explolting the
reservolrs, because these conditions have bheen set with due
regard for interests of the water- and land-users of the areszs
which adijolin to the reservolrs,

Article 66. The Order of Exploltation of Reservoirs.

The order of exploitation of reservoirs is set for each
individual reservolry, cascade or reservoly complex by the
regulations that shall be approved by the bodies regulating
the vae and protection of water, in conjunction wich the State
sartitary inspection, with the bodies safeguarding fLisn
reserves and with other bodies concerned.

Article 67. Organization and Coordination of Measures that
Zecure the Appropriate Technical $State of
the Reservoirs and that Maintain them in Good Orxrder.

Organization and coordination measures Lhat secure the
appropriate technical state of the reserveirs and that
maintain them in good order are done and the superwvision over

the observance of the regulations of their exploitation is
exeraised, in accordance with the procedure established by the

Government of the Republic of Armenia by the bodies ragulating
the use and protection of water,

Article 68, Lakes and Other Poonls that are Used as

Raegervolrs.
The Articles 65-67 of this Code regulate the exploitation ot
lakes and other used asg ressyrvolrs.

Segtion 19. Regulation cof the Use of Water Objects that
the Republic of Armenia Sharems with the Neighboring
Countries.

Article 6%. Regulation of the Use of Water Objects that the
Republic of Armenia Shares With the Neighboring
Countries,

The regulaticen of the use of water objects that the Republic
of Armenia shares with the neighboring countries is carried
out by mutual agreement of the competent bodies of the
Republic of Armenia and of the neighboring countries.

The order of water-use in the boundary waters of the Republic
of Armenia is set by the competent bodies in conjunction with
the high command of the frontier troops.

The use of water in the boundary waters of the Republic of
Armenia i1z made on the basis of the international agreements.



Saection 20, The Order of Regolution of Disputes Over
water-uUse.

Brticle 70. The Bodies Resolving the Disgputes Over Water-

Use.
The disputes over water-use are resoclved by the Government of

the Republic of Armaenia, local bodies of State Administration,
as well as by bodies regulating the use and protection of
watery and by other State bodies authorized for that, in
accordance wich the procedures stipulated by this Code and by
other legislative acts of the Republic of Armenia.

Article TL. The Order of Use and Management of Waters
Located in the Freontier Zone of the Republic of Armenia
and of the Neighboring Countries.

The uge and management of waters located in the frontier zone
of the Republic of Armenia and of the neighboring countries is
decided upon by MUtual agreement berween the Republic of
Armenia and these countries.

Article 72. The Resaolution of Disputes that Spring up
Betweelr Che Wacer-Users from Dlifferent Ristricos of
the Republic of Armenia.

The disputes that spring up between the water-users from
different districts of the Republic of Armenia, over the use
of water shall be solved by the Government of che Republic ot
Armenia.

Article 73, The Resolution o©f Other Disputes over the
Water-uUse.

The disputes over the water-use (with the exception of those
disputes mentioned in the Article 72 of this Code) shall be

sattled:
L. by the pody that has given thlis wartey oblect (Article

21 of this Code) in the event when the issue of water-
use of the water object that has been given for
separate use 1s in dispute;

4. by the body that has 1ssued a permic Ior sgspecial
water-use (Article 22 of this Code} in the event when
the issue of the use of water chiect that has been
given for special water-use is in dispute;

4. in all other cases - by rthose local bodles o Srate
administration in whoge territory the water object or
a part of it are situated.

Article 74. The Urder of Arbitrating the water-Use Disputes
The disputes over the water-use are resolved by the body
authorized to use and protvection of water, on written
application of the party concerned.

Hhould Lt be necessary to gather material aboun the case in
the water-use disputes, the local hodies of State



administration will be In the position Lo set up commissicns
which will incorporase the representatives of the bodies
ragulating the use and protection of warter and of other bodies
concerned, as well as the water-economy, agricultural and
other specialists.

The body that arbitrates the dispute over the water-use shalil
make a decision which will describe the inplementation order
of the decision and the measures aimed at rectoration of the
water-use rignts that have been iniringsd upon.

Article 75, The Resolution of Property Disputes Related to
the Water-Use Relationships.

The property digputes related to the water-use relaClonsnlips

shall be resclved in accordance with the procedures stipulaced

by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia.

FPart IIX
Protection of Water and Prevention of Adverse Impact of it

Section 21, Protection of Water.

Article 76. Protection of Water Against Pollution and
Littering.

All water objects must ke protected against pollution,
lLivrering, and consuenpticn, which can cause danage to public
nealth, as well as can decrease the fish reserves, worsen :tne
water supply conditvions and bring about other unfavorable
phanomena: the alteration of physical, chemical, bkiological

allkl other propsrties of the watsr which 1s the result of
violating the natural purificaticn, hydrological and water-

geological regloe.

Article 77. Implementallon ol @ Meadsulswy Swuurlng Lire
Protection of Water,

Those entarprises, organizations and other water-users whose
activities have an adverse impact on the water quality are
Lliged Lo take Lechnoloygical, forsst and land reclanalliornr,
agrotechnical, hydretechnical, sanitary and other measurss
which will be ¢oordinated with the bodies regulating the use
and protection of water, with the local hodies of Staze
adminlsLravion, wilh Lhe Slale sanilary Inspectloun, willh Lhe
wodies saleguarding the fish reserves and with other 3tate
bodies concerned or which will ensue from the decisions made
by the State bodies authorized for the purpose and which will
provide the protecrion of water agalinst pollutlon, liccering
and consumptilicon as well as for the I1lmprovement of water
gquality and regime.

Arvicle 78, rrocection of water Against the Pollution and
Littering with Waste, Refuse and Waste Effluents.



It is prohibited to discharge industrial, household and other
waksbe, reluse aud wasle @0flusnts Ll waler ubjecls.

Tt is incumbent upon the manager of water transportation
facilitiers, pipelines, floaring and other structures, as well
as upon other enterprises, organizations, offices and citvizens
ot Lo l=2l Lk waler oL Lhe wales ovbjecls to be polluted or
litvered with grease and engine oills, with o©oll products,
timber, and with chemical and other substances,

Arcicle 719. Proitectlion ol the Surfacves of Waler-Cullsolors,
and of Tce Cover of Raservoirs Against
Pollution.

The enterprises, organlzatlons and other wWaLar-users arse
obllged not wu Lolerale Lhe ypollullon and licvering of Lhe
water-collector surfaces and the surfaces of ice cover with
industrial , household and other waste, refuse and sediments,
as well as with oll preducts and chemical substances.

Article B0, Prohibition of Water Pollution With Fertilizers
and Toxic Chemizals.

The local bodies of State administration, enterprises,
organizations, offives dnd cllléens aie problbited e pollube
water with fertilizers and toxic chemicals.

Article 81, Sanitary Protection Belts

with the purpuse ol protsctliing Lhe wdler wsed [our wedlcolaal
and health-improvement naeds and of supplying the population
with drinking and utilincy water, the sanitary protection belts
are set up in conformity with the legislation of the Republic
of armenila.

Article B2, The Forest- and Land-Reclamation and Qther
Measures for the Protection of Water Against
Congumption.

To secure the favorable regime of rivers, lakes, reservoirs,
underground waters and of obther waber objects, to prevent
water erosion of land, silting up of reservolrs, and
deverioracion of che living condicions of Lhe water anlmals,
to minimize the fluctuations of water currents and for other
purposes the forest- and land-reclamation, anti-arcosive,
hydro-technical and other measures shall be taken.

Article B3, Location and Construction of Enterprises,
Structuresg and Other Objacts that Have an
Adverse Impact on Water Quality.

The bodies which regularte the use and protectlon of water when
making decisions on location and construction issues of the
enterprises, ingtallationg and other objects that have adverse
impact on water quality, as well as when issuing permits for
speclial water-uge, are obliged to be guided by the schemes ol
the comprehensive water-use and water-protection and by
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nydroeconomic palance and to take invo consideration ohe
interagts of water-users and land-users,

Article 84, Measures for Proteating the Underground Waters.
TE during the gecologlcal prospecting the organizations than
are engaged in mining discover water-containing strata chey
must Immediately inform the bodies regulating the use and
protection of water and take medsures to protect tne
undarground  water, in  accordance  with the established
procedures.

Segtion 22. Pravention and Abolition of Adverse Impact on
Water.
Article 85. The Duties that Water-Users Have to Dischargs
to Prevent and Abollish the Adverse Impact on
Water.

The enterprisgcey, organizaticns, officen and obher wator-usocrs
are obliged to take measures which are agreed upon with thne
bodies regulating the use and protection of water, with the
local bodies of State administration and with other State
bodics conecerned, or which are atipulated by the dociolions of
the authorized State bodieg., These measures aim at averting
the following adverse impact on water and at eliminating it
conseguances:

1. floods, inundation and delugoo;

2. ruin of banks, shorss, ©f high water damg and other

installavions;
3. swamping and salinization of soil;
4. land croosion, origination of gorgcs, landolides,
torrents and other harmful phenomena,
Article 86. Urgent Measures to bhe Taken to Avert the
Natural Disastess CQoused by the Adverase Impact

on Water.

The urgent measures Lo avert the natural disasters caused by
the adverse lmpact on water shall be taken by anti-flood and
wther Committess set up by the Government of the Republic of
Armenia and by the local hodies of the State administration.
It 1 incumbent upon all enterprises, organizations, offices
and cirizens o fulfill the directives issued by these
Committens,

Part VI
AQtate Planning and Registration of Water apd its Use

Article B7. The Taska of the State Planning and

Registration of
Water and its Use.
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It is the task of the State registration of water and its use
ey eyl rthe warer gquantivy and rmaliry oas well as e
reglister the data on the water-use for industrial needs and
for the neaeds of the population in drvinking and utility water.
Th2 planning of water-use shall provide sciencifically
anhatantiated Adiarriboation aof  water among rhe watsyeosrs
setting priority of meeting the population’s needs in drinking
and  utility water, and taking into consideratlon  the
protaection of water and preventing the adverse impact on
fad 5y T P

The planning of water-use shall take into consideration the
data of the warer cadaster, bydrosconomic balances, schemes of
comprehensive use and protection of water.

Article 88. The State Water Cadaster.
The State water cadasgter incorporates water registration data
on the basis of quantitative and gualitative indices, book-

kaomineg ~f warer-tias aa well aa yeagistrarion dara of watrsr-
usea .,
Article 895, Hydroeconomic Balances

The hydrosconomic halances that evaluate the availahility of
water and the degree of the water-use are drawn for individual
regservolrs, economic districts and the Republic,

Artioles Q0. The Sehamas of Compreahanaive fae and Prorection
of Water,

The comprehensive water-use and protection main scheme and
schemes for individual reservoirs (and territories) describe
rhe principal hydreoeconamle and other measures which ahall
secure that the prospective needs of the population arnd
industry be adequately met and that adverse lopact on the
water be averted.

The State regletration of water and it use, the keeping of
the water cadaster, the drawing of the water-use balances and
the elaboration of the schemes of comprehansive use and
protection of water are conducted at the expense of the State.

Part V.

Article 91, Illegitimacy of Transaction that Violate the

State Right

of Ownership of Water.
The conceggion of the right o grant water-uze and any other
transactions that viclate the State right of ownership cf
water are illegitimate.

Article 92. Liakility te Prosecubion and Administrative
Sanctions for Violating the Water Legislation.



In  conformity  with the procedures stipulated by the
legiglation of the Republic of Armenia, liable to prosacution
and administrative sanctiong will pe individuals who will
conduct transactions mentioned in Article 31 of this Code as
well as who are guilty of:

1. unauthorized seizure ot water objects or
unauthorized water-use and the use of water not to
the purpese,
taking water in wviclation of the water-usa plans,
pvelluting and littering the water,
puabting enverprises, household and other objects
into operation without installations and devices
that prevent the polluvion and littering of water or
the adverse impact on it,
not carrying out the Stabte registration of water and
the efficient use of water (which 1s extracted or
aliocated from the water objects),

6. wviclating the water-protection regime in the waber-
collectors, which brings about water pollution,
water srosion of soil and ovher harmful vhenomena,

7.  exacuting unauthorized hydroeconomis work and other
activities that affect the water quality,

8. damaging the hydroeconomic installations and devicas
and violating the rules of their operation,

2. not to wmake payment for the water received,

10. wviolaving the rules {(terms) of using the warver
abjects for the purposes of the rest and sports.

The liability for other wviclations of the water legislation
can be established by the legislation of the Republic of
Armania.
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Article 93, Application of Disciplinary Actions and of
Measures of Public Influence.

The disciplirary actions and weasures of public influence
ghall be taken, in accordance with the established procedure,
against the wvioplators of the rulas of rational use and
protection of water or against the violators of the rights of
other water-users, in c¢age these vieolations are not that
serious as to be liable bto progecution or application of
administrative sanctions,

Article 94, The Return of the Water Objects that Have Been
Seized in an Unauthorized Way.
The water objects that have been selzed in an unauthorized way
shall be returned rto whom it belonged without compensation for
the expenses made during the unauthorized use.

Article 95, Compensation for the Damage Caused by the
Violation of the Water Legislation.

It is incumbent upon the local bodies of State admindstration,
enterprises, organizations, offices and citizens to compensate
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(in accordance with the egtablished procedure and suws) for
rhe damage that  they caused by wvielation the water
legislation.

The officials through whose  fault  the enterprises,
organizations and other water-users had to pay the expenses
Far rhe compensation for the damage. shall be liable to fines.

Party VI.
International Agreements

P e sl B PR

Article 96. International Agreements

Should the rulez and regulations, stipulated by the
international agresemants concluded by the Republic of Armenia,
diffaer from the rules and regulations that this Code contalns,
thess of the international agrzement shall be effective.

President of the Republic of Armernia L. Ter-
Patrassian

Marcoh 23, 1992.
ity of Yerevan



