03/08/2023 Weights and Measures Standards Act, 2018

Weights and Measures Standards Act, 2018
(Act No. 56 of 2018)

[ November 14, 2018 ]
Repeal of the Standards of Weights and Measures Ordinance, 1982.

Whereas the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act No. 14 of 2011) repealed
Article 19 of the Fourth Schedule to the Constitution of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
relating to the approval and support of ordinances issued by military orders between 24 March
1982 and 11 November 1986 and the Civil The judgment given by the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court in Appeal No. 48/2011 invalidated the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act,
1986 (Act No. 1 of 1986), declaring martial law as unconstitutional, rendering the said
ordinances null and void; And

Whereas some of the said Ordinances are kept in force by Act No. 7 of 2013; And

Since after reviewing the necessity and relevance of the said ordinances, the government has
decided to enact new laws in Bengal to reflect the needs of the times by taking the views of all
the stakeholders and all the concerned ministries and departments and taking the necessary
amendments and modifications; And

Whereas in the light of the above-mentioned decision of the Government, repealing the
Standards of Weights and Measures Ordinance, 1982 (Ordinance No. Xll of 1982) it is
expedient and necessary to enact a new law reflecting the needs of the times in consideration
of its provisions;

Therefore it is hereby enacted as follows:-

PART-1
primary

Short title 1. (1) This Act shall be known as the Weights and Measures Standards Act,
and

introduction 2018 .

(2) It shall take effect immediately.

definition 2. Unless there is anything contrary to the subject or context, in this Act—

(1) "unverified weight or measure" means any weight or measure which has

not been verified and stamped;
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(2) "import" means the bringing into Bangladesh of any goods or services

from any other country;

(3) "International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML)" means the

International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML);

(4) "Institution" means the Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution
established under the Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution

Ordinance, 1985 (Ordinance No. XXXVII of 1985);
(5) "producer" means a person who-
(a) manufactures or manufactures any weighing and measuring instrument;

(b) any weight or measure prepared by himself or any other person or after
the addition of one or more parts thereof claims to have been produced as a

marginal product thereof;

(c) uses his own symbol on any weight or measuring instrument
manufactured or manufactured by any other person claiming to have been

manufactured or manufactured by him; or

(d) in connection with the manufacture, manufacture or preparation of any

packaged goods, or the affixing of marks to the packaging thereof;

Explanation.- If a manufacturer attaches any weighing or measuring
instrument or any part thereof to a branch office controlled by the said branch

office, the said branch office shall not be deemed to be a manufacturer;

(6) "International Bureau of Weights and Measures" means the International
Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM) established under the Seévres
Meter Convention of France;

(7) "weight or measure" or "weighing or measuring instrument" means any
weight or measuring standard or any object, instrument, instrument or
technique or any combination thereof by which weighing or measuring is
performed;

(8) "General Conference on Weights and Measures" means the General

Conference of Weights and Measures (CGPM) established under the Meter
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Convention;

(9) "Calibration" means all procedures necessary for the purpose of
determining the amount of error in a weight or measurement and, if
necessary, determining other characteristics relating to the measurement of
such weight or measurement, and measuring the length of the weight or
measurement with a standard of comparison with the quantity of the object to
be measured; or , specifying the actual position of the principal marks of the

scalemark, as the case may be;

Explanation.- Calibration may also be conducted in permitting the use of any

weight or measuring instrument as a sample;

(10) "authorised person" means any employee of the Institution empowered
by the Director General to exercise any particular power or perform any duty

under this Act;

(11) "National Standard" means any measuring standard or standard
prescribed by the Government for the purpose of maintaining uniformity of

measurement across the country;

(12) "dealer" means any person who buys, sells, supplies or distributes
weighing or measuring instruments, and any commission agent who carries
on such business on behalf of a principal of a business, and any importer
who is a user, manufacturer, repairer, consumer or It also includes those who
deliver, sell, distribute or otherwise supply to any other person;

Explanation.- A manufacturer who sells, supplies, distributes or provides any

weighing or measuring instrument to any person other than a dealer shall be

deemed to be a dealer;

(13) "defective weight or measure" means any weight or measure which

does not follow the criteria laid down in respect of such weight or measure;

(14) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules or regulations made under this

Act;
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(15) "registration" means the registration granted by the Institution under this
Act;

(16) "inspector" means an inspector appointed under section 25 of the
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institutions Ordinance, 1985 (Ord. No.
XXXVII of 1985), for the purposes of this Act;

(17) "Working Standard" means a standard of weight or measure other than
a national standard, reference standard or secondary standard, produced or
made by or on behalf of the Government for the purpose of establishing any
weight or measure;

(18) "verification" means the method of comparison, test, assay or adaptation
of any other weight or measure for the purpose of ascertaining equivalence
with the standard of measurement, and shall also include revalidation and

calibration;
(19) "regulations" means regulations made under this Act;

(20) "Primary Standard" means a measurement standard or standard
established using internationally accepted special measurement methods
without relation to any measurement standard of an object or the same base
unit;

(21) "premises" means—

(@) any place where any person carries on any business, industry,
manufacture or trade by himself or by agent, by whatever name called;

(b) a warehouse, warehouse or other place where any weights, measures or
other goods are stored or displayed;

(c) any place where any account-book or other document connected with the
trade or transaction is kept;

(d) residential house, if any part thereof is used for the purpose of business,
industry, manufacture or trade;

Explanation.-For the purposes of this clause, "place" means a vehicle,

watercraft or any other mobile device with the help of which the business of
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buying, selling or trading is carried on, and any vehicle, watercraft or other
mobile device which is erected vertically on the vehicle, watercraft or other
mobile device; It shall also include any measuring instrument;

(22) "Criminal Procedure Code" means the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1898 (Act V of 1898);

(23) "trade" means any transaction, sale or contract, and includes the
collection of tolls and duties;

(24) "commercial weight or measure" means any weight or measure used for
the purpose of transacting any trade or commerce;

(25) "sale" means the transfer by any person of ownership of weights or
measuring instruments or other goods to another person for money or other
consideration, but includes the transfer of weights or measuring instruments

or other goods by way of mortgage, undertaking or pledge; No;

(26) "rules" means rules made under this Act;

(27) "individual" means an individual having natural personality, and includes
any institution, company, partnership, firm or any other body;

(28) "mass" means the total amount of matter in an object, which for the
purposes of this Act shall be called weight;

(29) "Director-General" means the Director-General of the Institution;

(30) "repairer" means a person who adjusts, cleans, lubricates with oil or
grease, paints or does any other work to ensure the standard of a weight or
measuring instrument;

(31) "packaged goods" means pre-packaged goods, whether wholesale or
retail, in bottles, wrappers or otherwise suitable for sale in a single quantity;
(32) "export" means sending any product manufactured in Bangladesh to

another country for sale or trade;

(33) "Reference Standard" means a set of weighing or measuring standard

instruments made or produced by or on behalf of the Government, by which
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the accuracy of the secondary standard weighing or measuring instrument is

determined;

(34) "licence" means a license granted by the Institution under this Act;
(35) "transaction" means—

(a) contract for purchase, sale, exchange or any other purpose;

(b) assessment of royalties, tolls, duties or other dues; or

(c) assessment of any work performed, salary due or service rendered;

(36) "label" means any written marked, stamped, printed or graphically
designed matter affixed or displayed on any product or packaging;

(37) "seal" means any technique or process by which a stamp is affixed and
includes wire or other accessory material used to ensure the integrity of a

stamp;

(38) "Secondary Standard" means a set of weighing or measuring standard
instruments made or produced by or on behalf of the Government for the
purpose of determining the accuracy of any conventional standard;

(39) "stamp" means a mark affixed to or affixed to any weight or measuring

instrument for the following purposes, namely:-
(a) certifying that any weight or standard of measurement is ascertained;

(b) indicating that the mark previously affixed on the weight or measuring
instrument has been obliterated, certifying that the standard has been
confirmed;

Explanation.- A stamp may be made by printing, casting, engraving,

designing, marking or any other process.

3. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any other law for the

time being in force, the provisions of this Act shall prevail.

PART 2

Establishing standards for weights and measures

CHAPTER 1
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e criterion is single

4. (1) Units known as international system units shall be used as standard

units of weight or measuring instruments throughout Bangladesh.

(2) For the purposes of sub-section (1), such additional units as may be
recommended by the General Conference on Weights or Measures
regarding the International System of Units and any additional units
recommended by the International Organization for Legal Measurement shall
be the metric system or the International System of Units.

(3) The base units shall be as follows, namely:-

(a) Kilogram-

(b) the base unit of mass shall be the kilogram;

(a) the kilogram shall be equal to the international standard mass of the
kilogram;

Explanation.- “International prototype of kilogram” means the prototype
approved by the First General Conference on Weights and Measures held at

Paris in 1889 and preserved in the International Bureau of International

Weights and Measures;
(b) metre-
(b) the base unit of length shall be metre;

(a) The distance traveled by light in 1/299792458 second through vacuum

shall be 1 (one) meter;
(c) Second-
(b) the time base unit shall be seconds;

(a) "seconds" means the 9192631770 propagation time of the radiation,
which corresponds to the period of time for the radiation to travel between

two ultrafine levels in the ground state of the cesium 133 atom;
(d) Ampere-

(b) the base unit of current shall be the ampere;
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(a) "ampere" means that constant current which is carried between two
straight parallel parallel conductors of infinite length and placed at zero at a
distance of one meter, produces a force equal to 2 x 10-7 newtons per meter

of length between the two conductors;
(e) Kelvin (kelvin)-
(b) the base unit of temperature shall be Kelvin;

(@) "Kelvin" is 1/273.16 of the triple point temperature of water in

thermodynamics;
Annotation-

(b) Kelvin unit and its symbol k shall be used to express temperature
difference or intermediate time;

(a) In thermodynamics used in Kelvin as an excess of temperature (symbol,
t) in Celsius temperature (symbol, t) is determined by the equation t=T — TO,
by definition where T0=273.15 k. Where Celsius temperature is defined by
definition, "“degrees Celsius" (symbol 0C) is usually used. In this context, the
degree Celsius is equal to the unit "kelvin" and the temperature difference or
interval Celsius may also be used as the degree Celsius;

(f) Candela-

(b) The unit of measurement of light intensity shall be the candela;

(a) "candela" is the amount of luminous intensity which a light source emits in
a specified direction of monochromatic radiation of frequency 540 x 1012 Hz
and has a radiation intensity of 1/683 watt per steradian cubic angle in a
specified direction;

(g) mole (mole)-

(b) the base unit of quantity of substance shall be the mole;

(@) "mole" means the amount of compound substance which contains as
much of the elemental substance as 0.012 kilograms of carbon 12;

Note.- When mole is used the elemental substance shall be specified and

may be atoms, molecules, ions, electrons, other minute substances, or
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specified classes of such minute substances.

5. (1) The Government may, from time to time, by notification in the Official
Gazette, prescribe or adapt the various bases of weights and measures and
standard symbols or definitions as recommended by the General Conference
on Weights and Measures or the International Organization for Legal
Measurement or the International Bureau of Weights and Measures. , may

recommend supplements, gains or other units.

Explanation.- For the purposes of this sub-section, ““derived unit" means a

unit derived from a base unit, a supplementary unit or both.

(2) The Government may, in accordance with the recommendations of the
General Convention on Weights and Measures or the International
Organization for Legal Measurement, specify coefficients and sub-multipliers
in proportion to physical constants and coefficients in respect of such weights

and measures.

(3) The Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare a
weight or measure to be a special unit for such period as may, if necessary,
be recommended by the General Conference on Weights and Measures or

the International Organization for Legal Measurement.

CHAPTER 2

Standard weights and measures and their safe storage

6. (1) The Government shall arrange for the preparation of national standards

for all basic units:

Provided that the Government may, if necessary, declare any Primary
Standard as National Standard.

(2) All National Standards of Weights and Measures shall be preserved in
such place and condition as may be prescribed by the authorized person and

he shall arrange for their issuance and certification before preservation and

after every 10 (ten) years.



03/08/2023

The
secondary
criterion of
measurement
is the unit

Standards
of weights
and

measures

Conversion
of
conventional
weights and
measures

Weights and Measures Standards Act, 2018

7. The Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare such
dimensions and values as it thinks fit, as secondary standard units of

measurement:

Provided that, except for the unit of time, the unit of such secondary standard
shall be a positive or negative power of ten times the corresponding base

unit.

8. (1) All the units of weight and measure mentioned in clauses 4 and 6 and
the units declared as secondary criteria under section 7 shall be standard

units of weight and measure.

(2) The base unit of mass referred to in clause (a) of sub-section (3) of

section 4 at any place shall be the standard unit of weight at that place.

(3) No weight, measure or number shall be without weight, measure or

number standard.

(4) No weight or measure shall be made or manufactured and sold, marketed

and supplied if it does not conform to the standard of weight or measure:

Provided that the Government may, subject to such conditions or restrictions
as may be prescribed by it, permit the manufacture or manufacture of any
such weight or measure not conforming to the standard of weight or

measure, for the purpose of export only.

(5) No identification or instruction given inscribed on any weight, measure or
other product shall be given except in accordance with the standard of

weight, quantity or numerical value:

Provided that the identification or instructions inscribed on the weights,
measures or other goods which are exported may also be given in some

other manner.

9. (1) A standard unit of weight or measure other than a standard unit of
weight or measure shall be converted into a standard mean specified in any

schedule of weights or measures.
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(2) The criteria specified in any other law or instrument having the power of
law for the time being shall be interpreted as a unit specified in any weight,
measurement or numerical schedule other than any weight, measurement or

numerical value of a unit of quality.

(3) The Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify the
proportional rate at which conversion to any standard of weights and
measures other than the weights and measures referred to in sub-section (1)

shall be made.

(4) In any transaction, under this section, any conversion of the value
expressed in any weight or standard of measurement shall be necessary in

such manner as may be prescribed by rules for that purpose.

10. (1) The Government shall arrange for the preparation of the required
number of sets, called reference standards, for the measurement standards
or their multiples or sub-multiples referred to in sub-section (1) of section 8
and shall compare each such set of measurements with the national

standards.

(2) Reference standards shall be preserved in such place and condition as

the authorized person may determine.

11. (1) For the purpose of ensuring the accuracy of conventional standards,
the Government may prepare any number of standard sets of weights and
measures known as secondary standards and each such set shall be made

reliable by reference standards.

(2) The secondary standard shall be preserved in the place and condition
determined by the authorized person and he shall arrange for its
reproduction with the reference standard at least once in every 5 (five) years

and shall mark the date of said reproduction.

12. (1) For the purpose of ensuring the accuracy of commercial weights and

measures, the Government may, by the name of Conventional Standards,
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prepare as many sets of standards as may be necessary, and each such set

shall be accompanied by secondary standards and made reliable:

Provided, however, that gold and silver bullion and precious stones shall be

authenticated with reference standards of the prevailing standards.

(2) The prevailing standards shall be preserved in such place and condition
as may be prescribed by the authorized person and shall, as the case may
be, be authenticated at such place and in such manner as may be prescribed

and such authentication shall be marked with a date.

(3) Conventions which have not been issued at the prescribed intervals shall

not be used until the date of re-issue is fixed.

13. (1) For the purpose of verifying the accuracy of weights or measuring
instruments used in trade or commerce, the Government may prepare the
required number of weights or measuring instruments and verify their
accuracy and the date of verification in the manner prescribed by the

authorized person.

(2) Weighing or measuring standards instruments shall be stored in the same

place where secondary standards or conventional standards are stored.

PART 3

Powers of inspectors and authorized persons, etc

14. The inspector or authorized person shall certify the weights, measures or
weighing or measuring instruments brought to him in the area under his
jurisdiction, and if he finds them to be correct, he shall affix the seal of

authenticity in such manner as the Government may direct.

15. (1) The inspector or authorized person may, at any reasonable time,
inspect or certify any weights, measures, weighing or measuring instruments
used in the transaction of trade or commerce or all articles in the possession

of any person or kept on any premises for the purpose of such use. .
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(2) For the purpose of procuring any weight, measure or weighing or
measuring instrument under sub-section (1), the inspector or person
authorized to certify the weight or quantity of any goods sold or supplied in
the course of any transaction of trade or commerce or Can arrange

authentication.

(3) Where any such weighing machine, weight or measuring instrument or
any other goods sold or intended for sale under sub-section (1) is inspected
or produced and the specified quantity specified therein is not found, the

authorized person, shall confiscate the same. or can be detained.

(4) If the goods seized under sub-section (3) are of a rapidly and naturally
perishable nature, the authorized person may, in the manner prescribed by

the Government, dispose of or destroy the said goods.

(5) Any search or seizure shall be conducted in accordance with the

provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

(6) Every defective or unproven weight or measure or product seized under

sub-section (3) shall be confiscated along with the Institution:

Provided, however, that uncertified weights or measures shall not be
confiscated by the Institution, if the person from whom such weights or
measures were seized arranges to have them certified and sealed within the

time prescribed by the rules.

16. (1) If the authorized person or inspector has reason to believe that the
package or container intended for sale does not contain the goods of net
weight or quantity, the authorized person or, as the case may be, the
inspector may open the package or container and ascertain the weight or

quantity of the contents. .

(2) If by declaration under sub-section (1) the net weight or quantity of the
contents of—

(a) is found in the wrapper or container equal to the quantity indicated, the

authorized person or, as the case may be, the inspector shall cause the
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wrapper or container to be resealed without damaging the contents;

(b) If the package or container is not found equal to the prescribed quantity,
the authorized person or, as the case may be, the Inspector may seize or

detain the package or container or the contents thereof.

17. If the aggrieved person thinks it desirable to adjust any weight, measure
or weighing or measuring instrument in any area, he shall direct an inspector,
in the manner so directed, to adjust the said weight, measuring or weighing

or measuring instrument, and the inspector shall Take necessary measures.

18. Every person who is a manufacturer, repairer or dealer in weighing or
measuring instruments and uses the same in trade and commerce and
manufacturers and packers of packaging goods shall keep records and
documents relating thereto and shall produce such records and documents
before the authorized person or, as the case may be, the inspector on

demand. will stay

19. Any inspector or authorized person may enter any premises for the
purpose of inspection or verification, and may order the presence of any
trader or employee or representative of the trader, or any weight or measure,
weighing or measuring instrument or packaged goods or any document or
may issue directions for bringing the relevant records before him for
inspection and the said businessman or employee or business representative

shall be bound to comply with such directions.

PART 4

Weighing, measuring or other classes of trade or commerce

CHAPTER 1

Model approval

20. (1) Every person shall, before making or producing weights or measures,
submit to the authorized person for approval a number of models, designs

and other information relating to weights or measures prescribed by him:
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Provided, however, that models of all weights or measures which have
already been made or prepared or are in the process of being made or

prepared shall be submitted to the authorized person:

Provided further that if any weight or measure cannot be filed either because
of its characteristics or for any other reason, its design and other particulars
shall be filed with the authorized person, and the authorized person shall
forthwith at the place where the weights and measures are manufactured or
manufactured or by the Government You can test at any other designated

place.

(2) The authorized person may collect from the manufacturer the fee
prescribed by the Government for testing any model submitted for approval
by issuing a receipt.

(3) The authorized person shall examine any model submitted to him for the

following purposes, namely:-
(a) ensuring that the said model conforms to the standard;

(b) determine whether the model is capable of maintaining its durability and

accuracy over time; And

(c) to assess the effectiveness of the said models in such circumstances as

may be prescribed by the Director General or authorized person.

(4) If the authorized person is satisfied after considering the said test report
that the said models will survive and maintain accuracy in accordance with
this Act or the rules made thereunder, then he may issue the said model
approval certificate.

(5) The certificate of model approval shall be published in the Government
Gazette or in such other manner as may be directed by the Government.

(6) The authorized person may, under sub-section (4), cancel or suspend the
certificate issued by him if he is satisfied that the product manufactured or
manufactured in accordance with the model approved by him has failed to

give the expected results or has failed to conform to the standard:
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Provided that no certificate shall be canceled without giving a reasonable

opportunity of being heard to the manufacturer of such weights or measures:

Provided further that the Authorized Person may withdraw the order of
cancellation of the certificate where the Authorized Person is satisfied that,
by reason of a change made by the manufacturer or producer in the weight

or measuring model, such model has become fit for approval.

(7) Where a model of a weight or measure has been approved, approval of
models of different classes (denominations) of such weights or measures
shall not be necessary, provided they are made in accordance with the

original material.
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hts and Measures Standards Act, 2
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