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Natural Gas Act, 2024

c
NATURAL GAS ACT, 2024

AN ACT TO TO REGULATE T(E IMPORT,

REGASIFICATION, STORAGE, TRANSPORT AND RETAIL

OF NATURAL GAS, TO PRO'IDE FOR T(E LICENSING

OF NATURAL GAS  FACILITIES AND TERMINALS AND

TO PRO'IDE FOR SAFETY STANDARDS IN T(E

NATURAL GAS SECTOR AND FOR MATTERS

CONNECTED T(ERE/IT(

 Enacte0 12 t3e Par4iament of T3e +a3amas

PART I - PRELIMINARY

1. Short title and commencement.

A1B This Act may be cited as the Natural Gas <ill, 2024.

A2B This Act shall come into force on the 1st day of ?une, 2024.

2. Interpretation.

5a6t3orise0  officer7  means  any  person  authorised  by  URCA under 
section 8A2BAbBC

5co0e  of  8ractice7 means  a  code  of  practice  issued  or  modified  by 
URCAC 

5connect7 in relation to any premises, means connect to a gas main of a 
gas transporter, whether directly or by means of a gas service pipe, 
and DdisconnectE  and Dre=connectE  have corresponding meanings 
except that they also include discontinuing or restoring Aas the case 
may beB the conveyance of gas to the premisesC

5cons6mer7 means a person G
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AaB to whose premises gas is shippedC or

AbB whose premises are connected to a gas pipeline network for 
the purpose of obtaining a supply of gasC

5con9e27 means the transmission or distribution of gas by means of gas 
pipes, and 5con9e2ing7, 5con9e2e07, and 5con9e2ance7 are to be 
construed accordingly

50oc6ment7 includes electronic recordsC

5eart3:or;s7 means G

AaB any  act  of  excavating  earth,  rock  or  other  material  Aby 
whatever meansBC

AbB any act done on, in or under the ground in connection with G

AiB any  work  for  or  relating  to  the  construction, 
reconstruction,  extension,  renovation,  alteration, 
demolition  or  repair  of  any  building,  road,  railway, 
bridge, viaduct, flyover, sewer or sewerage worksC

AiiB any  work  for  or  relating  to  the  laying,  inspecting, 
repairing or renewing of any main, pipe, cable, fitting 
or other apparatusC

AiiiB any soil investigation workC or

AivB such other works as are usually undertaken by a person 
carrying on business as a contractor in the construction 
industry  or  as  a  professional  civil  or  structural 
engineerC

AcB any  act  of  boring,  dredging,  jacking,  levelling,  piling  or 
tunnelling  on  or  under  any  premises  or  street  by  any 
mechanical meansC or

AdB the driving or sinking of any bar, rod, pole, picket, casing or 
tube into the groundC

5faci4it27 means an on=shore structure within The <ahamas and includes 
an off=shore structure located in <ahamian waters with the intent to 
receive, unlade, load, stow, gasify, liquefy or process  natural gasC

5gas7 means natural=gasC

5gas a884iance7 means any appliance in which gas is consumed, either 
for  domestic  requirements  Aincluding  for  cooking,  heating  or 
cooling  purposesB  or  for  industrial  or  commercial  requirements 
Aincluding for powering a gas engine or as feedstock in a chemical 
processBC

5gas fitting7 includes any pipe, valve, meter, regulator or other device for 
the control, measurement and use of gasC

5gas 4icence7 means a licence granted under section 8A1BAaBC 
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5gas 4icensee7 means a person holding a gas licenceC

5gas main7 means any gas pipe used for the distribution of gas from a gas 
transmission  pipeline  to  a  consumer  but  does  not  include  a  gas 
service pipe or an internal pipeC

5gas 8i8e4ine7 means a gas transmission pipeline, a gas main or a gas 
service pipeC

5gas 8i8e4ine net:or;7 means a person carrying on gas installation or 
gas  appliance,  in  whole  or  in  part,  including  any  design, 
construction, installation,  commissioning,  erection, testing, repair, 
addition, alteration or maintenance workC

5gas  84ant7 means  any  valve,  regulator,  plant,  pipe,  equipment  or 
apparatus used for, or for purposes connected with, the production, 
processing, conveyance, storage or shipping of gasC

5gas retai4er7 means a person holding a gas retailerHs licence.

5gas retai4er<s 4icence7 means a licence  granted  under section 8A1BAaBC

5gas  ser9ice  iso4ation  9a49e7 means  a  valve,  located  at  or  near  the 
boundary line of any property or the apron of any building, used by 
a gas transporter  to isolate the supply of gas to that  property or 
buildingC

5gas ser9ice 8i8e7 means a pipe or any part thereof,  other than a gas 
main, used for the purpose of conveying gas from a gas main to a 
gas  service isolation valve,  and  includes  any pipe  owned by,  or 
under the management or control of, a gas transporter which is used 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying gas  from the  gas  service isolation 
valve to the meter at a consumerHs premisesC

5gas ser9ice :or;er7 means any person engaged by a licencee for the 
purpose  of  handling,  processing  or  monitoring  of  natural  gas 
operations  or  installing,  repair  and  maintenance  of  natural  gas 
equipment  in and around any natural gas plantC

5gas s3i88er7 means a person holding a gas shipperHs licenceC

5gas s68842  s2stem7 means all  gas  pipeline  networks,  gas  plants  and 
other  related equipment  owned by,  or  under  the  management  or 
control of, all gas transporters for the purpose of supplying gas to 
consumersC

5gas  tig3tness7  means  the  freedom  from  leak  when  a  gas  pipeline 
network, gas installation or gas fitting is tested at the appropriate 
test pressureC

5gas  transmission  8i8e4ine7  means  a  bulk  transmission  pipeline  or 
interconnected  transmission  pipeline,  together  with  equipment 
Aincluding  pressure  regulating  and  control  valvesB  used  for  the 
conveyance of gasC
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5gas trans8orter7 means a person holding a gas transporterHs licenceC

5gas trans8orter<s 4icence7 means a licence granted under section 8AaBC

5im8ort7 in relation to natural gas or LNG, means to bring or cause to be 
brought into The <ahamas by any means, the natural gas or LNG 
from any place outside The <ahamasC

5information7 includes information contained in electronic recordsC

5interna4 8i8e7  means any pipe, not being a gas pipeline, used for the 
purpose  of  conveying  gas  from  a  gas  service  pipe  to  a  gas 
appliance, including a gas fitting inserted therein but excluding a 
meterC

54icense0 gas 16siness7 means the business of a gas licensee in carrying 
on the activity in respect of which it holds a gas licenceC

5LNG7 means liquefied natural=gasC

5LNG termina47 means  an  on=shore  or  offshore  structure  within  The 
<ahamas  Aincluding  The  <ahamian  watersB  with  the  intent  to 
receive, unload, load, store, gasify, liquefy or process natural gasC

5meter7 means any device for computing the volume of gas supplied or 
amount of energy supplied, for charging purposesC

5meter insta44ation7 means any meter and its associated equipment and 
installation,  including  any  associated  pipework,  filter,  valve, 
pressure regulating equipment, seal, housing, mounting, telemetry 
equipment, gas chromatograph and flow computerC

5Minister7 means the minister charged with responsibility for the energy 
sectorC

5nat6ra4  gas<< means  either  natural  gas  unmixed,  or  any  mixture  of 
natural or hydrocarbon compounds Awith the exception of liquefied 
petroleum  gasB,  including  compressed  or  liquefied  natural  gas, 
natural gas liquids and condensate recovered from natural gasC

5occ68ier7 means the person in occupation of any premises and includes 
the  person  having  the  charge,  management  or  control  of  the 
premises either on the personHs own account or as agent for another 
person, but does not include a lodgerC

5o8erate7 means the act or process of shipping, producing, transferring, 
regasifying  or  otherwise  handling  natural  gas  via  plant  or 
equipment designed for that purposeC

5o8erator7  means  a  person  holding  a  natural  gas  retailerHs  operator 
licenceC

58remises7 means any building, structure or other place to which gas is, 
or is to be, conveyedC

58ro06ction7  means the production of gas from a production well or a 
manufacturing plantC
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58614ic safet27 means the obviation of danger to the general public and 
to any public place or public propertyC

5re4e9ant gas main7  in relation to a gas transporter, means a gas main 
under  the  control  of  that  gas  transporter  which  is  in  the  area 
specified in its gas transporterHs licence and is used for conveying 
gas to any premisesC

5re4e9ant gas retai4er7 means, in relation to a consumer, the gas retailer 
who supplies that consumer with gas conveyed to the premises of 
that consumerC

5retai47 means the supply of gas to a consumerC

5s3i88ing7 in relation to gas, means arranging with a gas transporter for 
gas  to  be  introduced  into,  conveyed  by and  taken  out  of  a  gas 
pipeline network owned by, or under the management or control of, 
the gas transporter for purposes connected with the supply of gas to 
any premises, and DshipE is to be construed accordinglyC

5street7 includes any road, highway, square, footway or passage, whether 
a thoroughfare or not, over which the public has a right of way, the 
way over any public bridge, and any road, footway or passage, open 
court  or  open alley,  used or  intended to be used  as  a  means of 
access to two or more holdings, whether the public has a right of 
way thereover  or  notC  and  all  channels,  sewers,  drains,  tunnels, 
ditches and reserves at the side of any street are deemed to be part 
of the streetC

5s688427  in  relation  to  gas,  means  the  physical  delivery  of  gas  to  a 
consumerHs premisesC

5URCA7  means  The  Utilities  Regulation  and  Competition  Authority 
established  under  section  3  of  the  Utilities  Regulation  and 
Competition Authority Act ACh. 3��BC

5:3o4esa4er7 means a person holding a natural gas wholesaler licence.

�. Application o� Act.

A1B The provisions of this Act shall apply to G

AaB any person who imports,  regasifies, transports, and retails natural 
gas in The <ahamasC

AbB any person who has responsibility to perform any functions for a 
person referred to in paragraph AaB. 

A2B This Act applies to the entirety of The <ahamas, inclusive of the Port Area 
in the island of Grand <ahama.

A3B For the avoidance of doubt, this Act applies to any gas sector supplier in 
the Port Area.
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 . !"#ecti$e% o� Act.

A1B The objectives of this Act are G

AaB to  establish  a  legislative  framework  to  regulate  the  importation, 
regasification, shipping, transportation, and retailing of natural gas 
to ensure these activities are performed in a safe efficient effective 
economic and environmental mannerC

AbB to promote access to gas in an affordable and safe mannerC

AcB to provide higher fuel efficiency to lower costs for consumersC

AdB to promote the global effort in reducing emissions that contribute to 
global climate change, thus serving to sustain the environment for 
future generations.

&. Nat'ral (a% %ector polic) and o"#ecti$e%.

A1B The main goal of the natural gas sector policy shall be the creation of a  
regime for the supply of the safe, least cost, reliable, and environmentally 
friendlier gas throughout The <ahamas.

A2B The principles and objectives governing the sector policy and gas supply 
regime in accordance with the aims  and goals  of  the National  Energy 
Policy shall be G

AaB to  promote  natural  gas  as  an  environmentally  friendlier,  secure, 
stable and economically efficient source of energyC

AbB the promotion of competition by liberalising entry into the industryC 
and

AcB adopting competitive and fair  trade measures with due regard to 
public welfare and the financial viability of industry participants to 
protect  the  public  from  dangers  arising  from  transport  of  gas 
through pipes or from the use of gas transmitted through pipesC

AdB to secure a diverse and viable long term gas supplyC

AeB the  advancement  of  The  <ahamasI  economic  growth  and 
development and international competitivenessC

AfB the introduction of a structure for the sector that is overseen by an 
independent regulatorC

AgB the employment of practices and technology that are designed to 
protect the natural environment of The <ahamasC

AhB the  promotion  of  private  investment  and  innovation  in  the  gas 
sectorC

AiB the creation of incentives for sector participants in the gas sector to 
continuously  improve  performance  in  operations  and  customer 
serviceC
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AjB the  provision  of  investments  and  investment  opportunities  for 
citi@ens of The <ahamasC

AkB the provision of a regulatory structure that balances the interests of 
and affords opportunities and input from all stakeholders, honours 
contractual commitments and encourages investment.

*. +'ideline% �or re('lation and +o$ernment mea%'re%.

A1B All policy documents, regulatory and other measures, decisions and laws 
to take effect in the sector in The <ahamas shall be taken or made with a 
view  to  implementing  the  main  goal  and  governing  principles  and 
objectives of the sector policy and gas supply regime.

A2B The policy documents, regulatory and other measures, decisions and laws 
referred to in subsection A1B shall comply with the following guidelines G

AaB market forces shall be relied on as much as possible as the means of 
achieving the main goal and objectives of the sector policy and gas 
supply regimeC

AbB regulatory and other  measures  shall  be  introduced where,  in  the 
view of URCA, market forces are unlikely to achieve the main goal 
and objectives of the sector policy and gas supply regime within a 
reasonable time=frameC

AcB regulatory and other measures shall be efficient and proportionate 
to their purpose and introduced in a manner that is transparent, fair 
and non=discriminatoryC

AdB regulatory and other measures that introduce or amend a significant 
government policy or regulatory measure, including but not limited 
to the national energy policy, shall G

AiB specify the gas sector policy objective that is advanced by the 
policy or measureC and 

AiiB demonstrate  compliance  with  the  guidelines  set  out  in 
paragraphs AaB, AbB and AcB.

PART II - A,MINISTRATI!N !- A.T

/. ,e%i(nation o� 0R.A a% %ector re('lator.

A1B Subject  to  this  Act  and  the  URCA Act,  the  Utilities  Regulation  and 
Competition Authority shall be charged with the general administration of 
this Act and shall be the independent regulator for the purposes of this 
Act.
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A2B URCA shall exercise and perform its functions and powers in accordance 
with this Act and the URCA Act.

A3B URCA may authorise any person to assist it in the exercise of its functions 
and duties under this Act, either generally or in a particular case.

1. -'nction% and po2er% o� 0R.A. 

A1B Notwithstanding the functions of URCA in any other law, URCA shall, in 
accordance with this Act G

AaB issue licences and collect fees for any natural gas sector activities 
URCA determines necessaryC

AbB issue  notices  required  under  this  Act,  and,  if  necessary,  take 
remedial actionC

AcB consult  with  government  departments  and  regulatory  authorities 
locally  and  of  other  countries  to  promote  and  facilitate  the 
construction,  development  and  functioning  of  the  natural  gas 
systemC

AdB monitor  and  approve,  and,  if  necessary,  regulate  transmission 
tariffs  and take appropriate action when necessary to ensure that 
they are applied in a non=discriminatory mannerC

AeB expropriate land or any right in, over or in respect of such land as is  
necessary for the performance of a licenseeIs functionsC

AfB oversee  and  monitor  all  activities  and  operations  carried  on  in 
relation to natural gas to ensure compliance with the ActC

AgB protect the interests of consumers with regard to G

AiB the prices and other terms for the supply of gasC

AiiB the reliability, availability and continuity of the supply of gasC 
and

AiiiB the quality of gas supply services providedC

AhB protect  the  public  from  any  dangers  arising  from  the  import,  
regasification, transport, supply or use of gasC

AiB ensure  that  licensees  provide  an  efficient  service  and  maintain 
financial viabilityC

AjB promote the efficient use of gas by consumers and competition in 
the supply of gasC 

AkB undertake  investigations  and  inquiries  into  the  activities  and 
operations of licensees, its facilities and plantsC

AlB ensure security of supply of gas to consumers and to arrange for the 
secure operation of gas transmission in accordance with any issued 
code of practiceC 
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AmB advise  the  Government  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  import, 
regasification, shipping, transport, supply or use of gasC 

AnB do such other things as are required under this Act and to take such 
steps as are necessary or expedient for the effective discharge of its 
functions and duties under this Act.

A2B URCA may in the performance and exercise of its functions pursuant to 
subsection A1B G

AaB do all things as may be incidental to or necessary or expedient for 
the fulfilment of such functionsC

AbB authorise any person to assist it in the exercise of its functions and 
duties under this Act, either generally or in a particular case.

A3B >ithout prejudice to the generality of subsection A2B, and for the purpose 
of  carrying  into  effect  the  sector  policy  objectives,  URCA may  issue 
regulatory and other measures, including without limitation G

AaB making  determinations  and  adjudications  in  accordance  with 
sections 106 and 107 respectivelyC

AbB imposing conditions and penalties in accordance with the ActC

AcB issuing  regulations,  directions,  decisions,  statements,  instructions 
and notificationsC

AdB publishing and maintaining registers or listsC

AeB developing guidelines and frameworksC

AfB for the purpose of enforcing compliance with this Act, instituting 
prosecutions in accordance with this Act,  section 7 of the URCA 
Act, or any other lawC

AgB issuing, suspending, varying or revoking licences and exemptions 
under Part IIIC

AhB issuing technical rules and standardsC 

AiB conducting inquiries, investigations and oral hearings including in 
response to complaints from regulated entities and their customerC 

AjB requiring any licensee to furnish such information and submit such 
returns  in  relation  to  its  operations  at  such  intervals  as  it  may 
requireC 

AkB conducting  market  investigations  and  market  reviews  and 
publishing regular information and reportsC and 

AlB exercising any other power granted to URCA by this Act or any 
other law. 

A4B Any regulations issued by URCA under this Act shall have the force of  
law.

A5B In performing its functions and exercising its powers, URCA must G
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AaB use  its  reasonable  endeavours  to  apply  principles  and 
methodologies to licensees who conduct similar activities within a 
particular sector of the gas industry in a non=discriminatory mannerC 
and

AbB act in a reasonable manner in all circumstances.

A6B URCA may  in  administering  this  Act,  consult  with  such  other  body, 
agency,  ministry  or  department  as  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  all 
appropriate steps have been taken and measures put in place, to ensure the 
efficient, effective, sustainable and orderly development and operation of 
gas import, regasification, shipping, transport, retail and use.

3. ,'t) to con%'lt ") 0R.A.

A1B URCA shall follow the specific procedures set out in section 106 and 107 
respectively  when  issuing  determinations,  adjudications  and  other 
regulatory measures referred to in those sections.

A2B URCA shall, where no specific procedures are provided for in this Act G

AaB allow persons with sufficient  interest  a reasonable opportunity to 
comment on proposed regulatory and other measures which, in the 
opinion of URCA, are of public significanceC

AbB accept as having sufficient interest for the purpose of paragraph AaB, 
persons  whose  rights  or  interests  may  be  materially  adversely 
affected  or  prejudiced  by  the  proposed  regulatory  and  other 
measuresC and

AcB give due consideration to the comments of persons having sufficient 
interest prior to introducing URCA and other measures concerned.

A3B URCA shall,  as  soon as  practicable  after  the date  this  Act  comes into 
operation, publish its standard procedures for seeking comments including 
G

AaB how  a  notice  of  consultation  requesting  comments  will  be 
publishedC

AbB the minimum time for responding to a notice of consultation which 
shall,  in  ordinary circumstances,  be not  less  than thirty calendar 
days commencing on the day after URCA publishes the notice of 
consultationC

AcB how  URCA will  publish  comments  or  summaries  of  comments 
received pursuant to a notice of consultationC and

AdB guiding principles for determining when URCA may depart from 
the standard procedures.

A4B Any consultation carried out pursuant to subsection A1B, may seek to G
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AaB inform and educate the general public on the benefits and potential 
impacts of the activities authori@ed under this ActC

AbB address any concerns raised on any activities authori@ed under this 
ActC 

AcB permit  representations  to  be  heard  by  interested  parties  and 
stakeholders.

A5B A regulatory or other measure is likely to be of public significance where 
it relates to gas supply systems or services and can lead to one or more of  
the following G 

AaB a major change in the activities carried on by URCA under this ActC 

AbB a  significant  impact  on  persons  carrying  on  activities  in  areas 
regulated by URCA under this ActC and 

AcB a significant impact on the general public in The <ahamas. 

A6B >ithout  prejudice  to  any  other  regulatory  or  other  measures  being 
considered  of  public  significance,  regulations,  technical  rules  and 
standards  issued  by  URCA  shall  be  considered  regulatory  or  other 
measures of public significance for the purposes of this Act.

14. Po2er o� 0R.A to re5'ire in�ormation and doc'ment%.

A1B URCA or  any authorised  officer  may by notice  require  any person to 
furnish, within a reasonable period specified in the notice, all information 
and documents relating to all such matters as may reasonably be required 
by URCA to carry out the functions or duties assigned to URCA by or 
under this Act which are within the knowledge of that person or in that 
personHs custody or under that personHs control.

A2B The power to require a person to furnish any information or document 
under subsection A1B includes the power G

 AaB to require that person, or any person who is or was an officer or 
employee  of  that  person,  to  provide  an  explanation  of  the 
information or documentC 

 AbB if  the  information  or  document  is  not  furnished,  to  require  that 
person to state, to the best of that personHs knowledge and belief, 
where it isC and

 AcB if  the information is  recorded otherwise than in  legible  form,  to 
require the information to be made available to URCA in legible 
form.

A3B Any person who, without reasonable excuse, fails to do anything required 
by a notice under subsection A1B, commits an offence.

A4B A person commits an offence if  he G
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AaB intentionally  alters,  suppresses  or  destroys  any  information  or 
document which the person has been required by any notice under 
subsection A1B to furnishC or

AbB furnishes  any  information  or  document  required  by  any  notice 
under subsection A1B, makes any statement which the person knows 
to  be  false  in  a  material  particular  or  recklessly  makes  such  a 
statement.

A5B If any person fails to comply with a notice under subsection A1B, the court 
may, on the application of URCA, make such order as the court thinks fit 
to secure compliance with such notice.

A6B Any order referred to in subsection A5B may provide that all the costs and 
expenses  of  and incidental  to  the application are  to  be  borne by such 
person  or  by  any  officer  of  a  company  or  other  association  who  is 
responsible for the failure.

A7B URCA may, at any time after  the expiry of the period specified in the 
notice  referred to in  subsection A1B,  enter  any building or place where 
URCA has reason to believe that any information or document in respect 
of which it has given the notice may be found, and sei@e or take extracts 
or copies of any such information or document.

A8B URCA is entitled without payment to keep any information or document, 
or  any copy or  extract  thereof,  furnished to  it  under  subsection A1B  or 
obtained under subsection A7B.

A9B Except in the performance of the personHs functions or duties or when 
required to do so by any court or under any written law, no person shall  
disclose any information relating to the affairs of URCA or of any other  
person  which  has  been  obtained  by  him  in  the  performance  of  his 
functions or duties.

A10B Any person who contravenes subsection A9B commits an offence and is 
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars dollars or 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months or to  both.

11. Re%triction on di%clo%'re o� con�idential in�ormation.

A1B This section applies if G

 AaB any information or document is given by a person to URCA under 
this Act Aother than under section 10BC and

 AbB at  the  time  such  information  or  document  is  given,  the  person 
giving it  notifies URCA in writing that  it  is  of  a confidential  or 
commercially sensitive nature.

A2B URCA must not disclose to any person the information or the contents of 
a document to which this section applies unless URCAG
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AaB is of the opinion that G

AiB the  disclosure  of  the  information  or  the  contents  of  the 
document would not cause detriment to the person supplying 
it or to any other person who is aware of the information or 
documentC or

AiiB although the disclosure of the information or the contents of 
the document would cause detriment to the person supplying 
it or to any other person who is aware of the information or 
the contents of the document, the public benefit in disclosing 
outweighs that detrimentC

AbB gives written notice G

AiB to the person who supplied the information or documentC and

AiiB to any other person whom URCA is aware has supplied the 
information  or  document  to  the  person  referred  to  in 
subparagraph AiB, where the identity of such other person is 
known to URCA, stating that URCA wishes to disclose the 
information  or  contents  of  the  document,  specifying  the 
nature of the intended disclosure and detailed reasons why 
URCA wishes to make the disclosure and setting out a copy 
of this sectionC and

AcB no appeal is made to the Utilities Appeal Tribunal under subsection 
A3B  within  seven calendar  days  of  the  date  of  the  giving  of  the 
notice.

A3B A person aggrieved by a notice under subsection A2BAbB may appeal to the 
Utilities Appeal Tribunal within seven calendar days of the date of the 
giving of the notice and shall forthwith serve the appeal on URCA.

A4B Subsection A2B does not prevent URCA from disclosing any information or 
the contents of any document G

AaB to  any  member,  officer  or  employee  of  URCA or  any  agent,  
consultant, committee or panel acting for or under the direction of 
URCAC

AbB to any government department or any agent, consultant, committee 
or panel acting for or under the direction of the departmentC

AcB when required to do so, by any court or under this Act or any other  
written lawC or

AdB for the purposes of any criminal proceedings.

A5B For the purposes of this section, the disclosure of any information or the 
contents of a document already in the public domain at the time URCA 
wishes to disclose it, cannot cause detriment to any person referred to in 
subsection A2BAaB.
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12. Entr)6 in%pection and (atherin( o� in�ormation ") 0R.A.

A1B For the purposes of this Act, any person authorised thereto in writing by
URCA may, upon showing their authorisation in writing G

AaB at  all  reasonable  times  enter  any  property  on  which  a  licensed 
activity  is  taking  place  and  inspect  any  facility,  equipment, 
machinery, book, account or other document found thereatC and 

AbB require any person to furnish URCA with such information as may 
be necessary to ensure compliance with this Act.

A2B URCA may require a person referred to under subsection A1B to verify on 
oath  or  by  way  of  a  solemn  declaration  as  to  the  accuracy  of  any 
information furnished thereunder.

A3B No information obtained by URCA under  this  Act  which is  of  a non=
generic, confidential, personal, commercially sensitive or of a proprietary 
nature may be made public or otherwise disclosed to any other person 
without the permission of the person to whom that information relates, 
except in where such information is required by order of the Court.

1�. 0R.A ma) direct a per%on to cea%e acti$itie%.

>here URCA decides that a person is engaged in any of the activities requiring 
a licence under this Act, URCA may direct such person who is not in possession 
of a licence, to cease such activity. 

1 . 7eepin( o� p'"lic re(i%ter. 

A1B URCA shall keep a register in electronic or paper form of all the names of 
licensees under this Act and publish the register in accordance with the 
procedure set out in section 15.

A2B A register kept pursuant to subsection A1B shall contain G 

AaB the provisions of every licence granted to any person under the ActC

AbB the details of every exemption granted under section 18C 

AcB the details of every licence or exemption revokedC 

AdB the details of every variation or suspension of a licenceC and

AeB any other matters as URCA thinks fit. 

A3B The register must be available for inspection by the public during such 
hours  and subject  to  the payment  of  such fee as  may be specified by 
URCA.
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1&. ,'t) to p'"li%h doc'ment%.

A1B URCA shall take proportional measures to make available to the public 
any regulatory and other measures which, in the determination of URCA, 
are of public significance and shall G

AaB as  soon  as  practical  after  issuance,  publish  such  regulatory and 
other measures on the URCA websiteC

AbB ensure that the URCA website G

AiB includes a notification system for registered usersC

AiiB is regularly updatedC

AiiiB remains available to the publicC and

AcB maintain  copies  of  documents  at  URCAIs  principal  office  for 
inspection  by the  public,  on  request  and  without  charge,  during 
normal business hours.

A2B URCA shall consider and decide whether it is additionally necessary or 
desirable  to  publish notice  of  regulatory and other  measures  of  public 
significance  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  daily  circulation  in  The 
<ahamas.

1*. 0R.A �ee% and pa)ment%.

A1B The  provisions  of  this  section,  unless  stated  otherwise,  apply 
notwithstanding any other fees and charges payable by a licensee in The 
<ahamas under G

AaB any other Part or section of this ActC or

AbB any other law.

A2B URCA may  by determination  impose  fees  or  charges  upon  licensees, 
including G

AaB charges  for  services  rendered by URCA in the  performance  and 
exercise of its functions and powers under this ActC

AbB fees for the processing of any application to URCA required under 
this ActC

AcB fees for providing copies of documentsC

AdB annual URCA fees, based on the licenseeIs relevant turnover for the 
year in questionC

AeB fees for the processing of merger applications under section 92 and 
related adjudications and orders under section 107C and

AfB fees and charges for administration services rendered by URCA in 
the  performance  and  exercise  of  URCAIs  functions  and  powers 
under this ActC
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AgB other fees which URCA may determine are necessary for the proper 
administration and regulation of the industry.

A3B All fees and charges determined and levied by URCA under this  section 
shall G

AaB be  set  on  an  objective,  non=discriminatory,  transparent  and 
proportionate basisC

AbB be published by URCA on its  website and in any other form as 
URCA considers appropriateC

AcB seek only to cover a proportionate share of the relevant operating 
costs  of  URCA for  the  performance  of  its  regulatory  functions 
under this ActC

AdB in respect of the issuance or renewal of a licence, be proportionate 
and published in an appropriate and sufficiently detailed manner so 
as to be readily accessibleC

AeB be set so as to G

AiB cover the annual budgeted costs of performing and exercising 
its functions and powers under this Act and the URCA ActC

AiiB exclude costs attributable to the performance of its functions 
under any legislation not pertaining to the regulation of the 
gas sectorC

AiiiB recover any deficit from previous yearsC and

AfB take account of any surplus in URCAIs accounts carried over from 
the previous accounting year.

A4B All fees and charges imposed under this sectionG

AaB are payable as and when demanded by URCAC and

AbB where they remain unpaid, constitute a debt due to URCA which 
may be recovered in a court of summary jurisdiction regardless of 
the amount.

A5B Interest shall accrue on overdue URCA fees daily at the lower of G

AaB a rate of four percent  per annum over the prime lending rate as 
published by the Central <ank of The <ahamasC and

AbB any maximum applicable rate specified in the Rate of Interest Act. 
ACh. 341B

A6B A licensee liable to pay fees to URCA under this Part commits an offence 
where such licensee G

AaB without  lawful  excuse,  commences  or  carries  on  an  undertaking 
without paying the relevant feeC
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AbB in  providing  evidence  for  verification  of  relevant  turnover  and 
assessment of fees due by URCA, intentionally or recklessly makes 
a statement which is false in a material particularC

AcB obstructs URCA in the exercise of its functions under this PartC

AdB fails to submit payment within the relevant time period required by 
URCAC or

AeB is  knowingly  concerned  in,  or  takes  steps  with  a  view  to,  the 
fraudulent evasion by any person of a sum due to URCA in respect 
of fees and payments under this Part.

PART III 8 LI.ENSIN+ !- NAT0RAL +AS SE.T!R 

1/. !peration and acti$itie% re5'irin( a licence 'nder Act.

A1B Subject to section 18, no person shall G

AaB import natural gasC

AbB build Aincluding conversion of existing infrastructureB and operate 
LNG terminals and natural gas pipelines G

AcB ship natural gasC 

AdB retail natural gasC

AeB perform any other  activity  in  the  natural  gas  sector  that  URCA 
considers requires a licence,

unless the person is authorised to do so by a licence issued under this Act  
or is exempted under section 18.

A2B A person who contravenes subsection A1B commits an offence and is liable 
on conviction to a fine not exceeding four hundred thousand dollars and, 
in the case of a continuing offence, to a further fine not exceeding fifteen 
thousand dollars for every day or part of a day during which the offence 
continues after conviction.

11. E9emption.

A1B URCA may exempt any person or class of persons from complying with 
section 17A1B for any specified period G

AaB generally or to such an extent as may be specified in the exemption 
orderC and

AbB unconditionally or subject to such conditions as may be specified in 
the exemption order.
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A2B >ithout limiting subsection A1BAbB, the conditions of an exemption may 
require any person carrying on any activity in pursuance of the exemption 
G

AaB to comply with any direction given by URCA as to such matters as 
are  specified  in  the  exemption  order  or  are  of  a  description  so 
specifiedC

AbB to do or not to do such things as are specified in the exemption 
order or are of a description so specified, except insofar as URCA 
consents to the personHs doing or not doing themC and

 AcB to refer for determination by URCA such questions arising under 
the exemption as are specified in the exemption order or are of a 
description so specified.

A3B If  any condition  of  an exemption  granted to  a  class  of  persons is  not 
complied with by any person of that class, URCA may give to that person 
a direction declaring that the exemption is revoked insofar as it relates to 
that person, to such extent and from such date as may be specified in the 
direction.

A4B An  exemption  order  continues  in  force,  unless  it  is  revoked,  for  such 
period as may be specified in the order.

A5B In granting an exemption under this section, URCA must act in a manner 
so as not to discriminate between members of a particular class.

13. Licence �or (a% %er$ice 2or:er.

A1B Any person who wishes to be a gas service worker shall apply to URCA.

A2B An application under subsection A1B must be made in such manner or form 
as URCA may determine and must be accompanied by the prescribed fee 
and such documents and particulars as URCA may determine.

A3B URCA  may,  in  its  discretion,  license  a  service  worker  either 
unconditionally or subject to such conditions as it thinks fit, or may refuse 
to license him.

A4B URCA may at any time vary or revoke any of the existing conditions of a 
service worker licence or impose new conditions or suspend or cancel  
such licence.

A5B URCA may  license  a  gas  service  worker  under  different  classes  for 
different types of service work.

Page = 22



Natural Gas Act, 2024

PROCEDURE FOR MAKING, PROCESSING AND DETERMINING 

APPLICATION FOR LICENCES

24. Application �or licence. 

A1B Pursuant to section 17 or 18 of the Act, an application for a licence or an 
exemption under the Act, shall be G

AaB made in the form prescribedC 

AbB accompanied by such information and documents as is prescribed 
and such additional information as may be determined by URCAC 
and

AcB accompanied by the prescribed fee.

 A2B An application for a licence shall be made at least ninety days in advance 
of the proposed activity, and shall specify such details as is prescribed G

AaB specify, where applicableG

AiB the  name,  company  number  A
�  �
�B,  evidence  of  good 
standing and principal place of business of the applicantC 

AiiB particulars of the owners or shareholder of the applicant if the 
applicant is not a natural person, including evidence of the 
ultimate beneficial owners of the applicantC

AiiiB documents  demonstrating  the  administrative,  financial  and 
technical abilities of the applicantC

AivB a  description  of  the  proposed facility to  be constructed  or 
operated, or the proposed trading to be conducted, including 
maps and diagrams where appropriateC

AvB a general description of the type of customers to be served 
and the tariff or gas price policies to be appliedC

AviB the  plans  and  ability  of  the  applicant  to  comply  with  all 
applicable  labour,  health,  safety  and  environmental 
legislationC 

AviiB a detailed specification of the gas that will be traded under 
the licenceC 

AviiiB the identity of the supplier and seller of gasC

AixB the name of the transport carrier or charter of the gasC

AxB the terms of the sale agreementAsBC

AxiB such other particulars as may be prescribedC

AbB be accompanied by a Statement of Compliance and the prescribed 
application fee.
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A3B Notwithstanding  subsection  A2B,  a  written  request  made  pursuant  to 
section 30, shall be made not less than least thirty calendar days prior to 
the proposed activity.

21. Partic'lar%  to  "e  %'pplied  ")  applicant  �or  con%ideration  o�  a 
licence.

<efore considering an application for a licence under this Act, URCA G 

AaB shall,  if  it  is  of  the  view  that  the  proposed  construction  of  gas 
facilities or the proposed provision of gas services should be altered 
to provide access to third parties, at prices that could be regulated 
by  URCA,  inform  the  applicant  of  that  view  and  request  the 
applicant to supply reasons as to why the application should not be 
considered subject to the imposition of such conditionC 

AbB may  direct  the  applicant  to  alter  the  plans  for  the  proposed 
construction  of  gas  facilities  or  the  proposed  provision  of  gas 
services  in  order  to  comply  with  applicable  health,  safety  or 
environmental legislationC 

AcB must  furnish  the  applicant  with  all  substantiated  objections 
contemplated in section  23A2BAfB in order to allow the applicant to 
respond theretoC

AdB may request  such additional  information as  may be necessary to 
consider the application properlyC and

AeB must provide the applicant with the criteria contemplated in section 
26, if applicable, and allow the applicant an opportunity to amend 
its application. 

22. Statement o� .ompliance.

A1B A Statement of Compliance which must confirm G

AaB that  the  applicant  has  complied  with  any  requirements  or 
obligations imposed under G

AiB any  international  conventions  and  regulations  regulating 
maritime affairsC

AiiB any national laws that apply to the activities of the importerC

AiiiB any national laws governing G

AaaB maritime affairsC 

AbbB safety affairsC and

AccB environmental affairsC

AbB that the applicant has taken steps to comply with any requirements 
under any laws governing G

AiB custom and immigration affairsC and
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AiiB the conduct of business activities.

A2B The  applicant  may  request  confidential  treatment  of  commercially 
sensitive  information  contained  in  an  application  and,  subject  to 
concurrence by URCA, such information may be withheld from publicly 
available copies of the application.

2�. Notice o� application �or licence.

A1B Pursuant  to  section  17,  when  application  is  made  for  a  licence  the 
applicant  must  publish  a  notice  of  the  application  in  at  least  two 
newspapers circulating in The <ahamas for no less than one month.

A2B The notice of the application must state G

AaB the name of the applicantC

AbB the object of the applicationC 

AcB the place where the application will be available for inspection by 
any member of the publicC

AdB the period within which any objections to the issue of the licence 
may be lodged with URCAC

AeB the address of URCA where any objections may be lodgedC and 

AfB that  objections  must  be  substantiated  by way of  an  affidavit  or 
solemn declaration.

A3B Notwithstanding  subsection  A1B,  in  the  case  of  a  written  request  made 
pursuant to section 30, the applicant shall publish notice of the request in 
at  least  two newspapers  circulating  in  The  <ahamas  for  not  less  than 
seven calendar days.

2 . ;'ali�ication% �or applicant.

An applicant for a licence must G

AaB be a legal entity incorporated in The <ahamasC

AbB conduct the administration and management of the business that is 
the  subject  of  the  licence  application  from  premises  in  The 
<ahamasC

AcB be  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  establish,  maintain  and  operate  a 
natural gas serviceC

AdB demonstrate  to  the  satisfaction  of  URCA that  the  applicant  has 
sufficient  intention,  financial  strength  and  resources  to  meet 
obligations  under  this  Act  and  to  provide  gas  services  in  an 
effective  manner  consistent  with  the  natural  gas  sector  policy 
objectivesC 

AeB meet  any  other  requirements,  including  but  not  limited  to  the 
provision of information and data, that URCA may requireC and
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AfB show  proof  to  URCA  of  satisfactory  compliance  with  any 
applicable law in force in The <ahamas regulating, but not limited 
to G

AiB the environmentC 

AiiB trade and investmentC

AiiiB maritime affairsC

AivB financial servicesC

AvB employment and immigration.

2&. Proced're �or proce%%in( application.

A1B URCA shall review an application for a licence and within thirty calendar 
days of receipt of an applicationG

AaB approve the application and grant a licence or licencesC

AbB reject the application, specifying the reasons for the rejectionC or

AcB request further information necessary or desirable to evaluate the 
application.

A2B >here URCA requests further information pursuant  to subsection 1AcB, 
URCA shall have a further thirty calendar days from the date of receipt of 
the information to evaluate the licence application.

2*. -actor% to "e con%idered in determinin( a licence.

A1B In determining whether to grant or renew a licence to, or for, a particular 
person, URCA must consider G

AaB the ability of that person to finance the carrying on of the particular 
activityC

AbB the experience of that person in carrying on the activity, and that 
personHs ability to perform the duties which would be imposed on 
that person under this Act and the licenceC

AcB in the case of a licence for retail G

 AiB the quantities of gas available, or which are anticipated to be 
available, to that person for retailerIs purposesC and

 AiiB the sufficiency of rights held, or which are anticipated to be 
held, by that person to ship natural gas to premises for retail  
purposesC

AdB in the case of a licence for import, in relation to that person, the 
quantity of  natural  gas  available,  or  which  are  anticipated  to  be 
available, to that person for importC

AeB whether or not that person is related to a licensee or any person 
exempted under section 18C 
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AfB land use and location of the undertakingC

AgB the  need  to  protect  the  environment  and  conserve  the  natural 
resources in accordance with environmental laws, maritime laws, 
and international maritime treaties ratified by The <ahamasC

AhB the  ability  of  the  applicant  to  operate  in  a  manner  designed  to 
protect the health and safety of users of the service for which the 
licence is required and other members of the public who would be 
affected by the provision of those servicesC

AiB the economic and financial benefits to the country or area of supply 
of the intended licenceC and 

AjB the functions and powers of URCA under section 8.

A2B URCAIs decision in relation to an application shall be based upon and 
reflect G

AaB the national growth and interestC 

AbB the sector policy and objectiveC and

AcB any other social objective.

2/. Proced're �or determinin( an application.

A1B An application for a licence made pursuant to  section 17, shall be made 
ninety  calendar  days  in  advance  and  shall  state  the  particulars  and 
accompanying documents as may be prescribed.

A2B URCA must  determine  an  application  within  ninety  calendar  days  of 
receipt thereof.

A3B Notwithstanding subsection A1B, where URCA decides that an application 
is  not  complete,  URCA may  require  the  applicant  to  produce  such 
additional information as is required to complete the application process 
and in such instance, the time period referred to in subsection A2B shall 
pause and shall continue to run from the date of the submission of the 
additional information requested.

A4B URCA shall  provide  the  applicant  with  a  copy  of  its  determination 
supported by the reasons on which the decision was based.

21. 0R.A ma) con%'lt 2ith international or local "odie% in determinin( 
an application.

URCA may consult with any international or local department, agency, ministry 
or other similar body as is necessary to ensure that G

AaB the applicant meets the requirements and standards to operate such 
a facility or terminalC

AbB any applicable international or national law, rule or regulation has 
been complied with. 
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23. 0R.A ma) meet 2ith applicant.

A1B URCA may meet with G

AaB an individual, prior to the submission of an application, to discuss a 
potential applicationC or 

AbB an applicant, at any stage of the application process to discuss and 
address any concerns URCA may have.

A2B Nothing  discussed  in  a  meeting  held  pursuant  to  subsection  A1B  shall 
prejudice or limit any decision of URCA.

�4. 0R.A ma) (rant e9pedited appro$al to e9i%tin( 5'ali�ied operator%. 

A1B >here a company G 

AaB has been engaged in natural gas operations in a jurisdiction outside 
of The <ahamas for a period of not less than five yearsC and 

AbB operates under regulatory standards within a jurisdiction approved 
by URCA, 

URCA may,  if  satisfied  that  the  company  is  in  good  standing,  grant 
expedited approval, within twenty=one calendar days of a written request,  
to  conduct  natural  gas  activities  in  The  <ahamas  on  such  terms  and 
conditions as URCA determines. 

A2B An approval granted pursuant to this section must be G 

AaB made within twelve months from the date of the commencement of 
this ActC 

AbB accompanied  by  documentary  evidence  of  the  requirements  in 
subsection A1BC and

AcB accompanied by the prescribed fee.

A3B An expedited approval granted under this section shall be valid for one 
year  and  shall  at  the  expiration  thereof,  be  subject  to  the  provisions 
outlined in Part III, as determined by URCA.

GRANT AND DURATION OF LICENCE

�1. +rant and t)pe% o� licence%.

A1B URCA may grant a licence for G

AaB the  import of natural gasC

AbB the  construction  Aincluding  conversion  of  existing  infrastructureB 
and operation of LNG terminals and natural gas pipelinesC

AcB the shipping of natural gasC

AdB the retailing of natural gasC and
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AeB any activity as URCA determines necessary.

A2B A licence granted by URCA shall  be in writing and continue in force, 
unless revoked or suspended in accordance with this Act, for such period 
as may be specified in the licence. 

A3B >here an applicant applies for more than once licence, URCA shall issue 
separate licences in respect of each activity.

A4B The holder of a licence may carry out such activity as is specified in the 
licence  subject  to  such  conditions  as  may  be  imposed  thereon  or 
prescribed.

�2. Licence  ma)  "e  (ranted  #ointl)  to  licen%ee  and  a  %'"%idiar) 
'nderta:in( o� a licen%ee.

A1B URCA may grant a licence jointly to a named licensee and any subsidiary 
undertaking of the named licensee included in the application for a licence 
or notified to URCA from time to time.

A2B For the purposes of subsection A1B, a notification shall G 

AaB be in writingC 

AbB identify the location of the operations of the subsidiary undertakingC 

AcB be given to URCA where a subsidiary undertaking carries on an 
activity referred to in section 31A1BC and 

AdB unless rejected by URCA, have effect thirty calendar days after the 
date it is received by URCA.

A3B URCA may refuse to grant an applicant a licence on the grounds that a 
company of which the applicant is a subsidiary undertaking G

AaB has a licenceC

AbB requires or has applied for a licenceC or

AcB has  repeatedly  contravened,  or  failed  to  cure  a  material 
contravention of, this Act, a regulatory measure or a condition of a 
licence.

A4B A licensee who notifies URCA of a subsidiary undertaking to be included 
in  the  licence  must  submit  the  licence  to  URCA for  the  name  of  the 
subsidiary undertaking to be endorsed thereon or the licence to be reissued 
jointly in both names.

A5B Notwithstanding  the  inclusion  of  its  name  in  a  licence,  a  subsidiary 
undertaking shall cease to be licensed for the purposes of  subsection A1B 
G

AaB fourteen calendar days after URCA receives notice in writing from 
the named licensee or the relevant subsidiary undertaking excluding 
the subsidiary undertaking from the licenceC or
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AbB immediately subsequent to a determination by URCA excluding the 
subsidiary undertaking from the licence.

��. ,'ration and rene2al o� licence.

A1B An application for renewal of a licence G

AaB may be made no later than two years prior to the end of the term of 
the licenceC

AbB shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee.

A3B URCA may G

AaB renew a licence and amend any terms and conditions thereunder, in 
order to conform such licence to the requirements of this Act and 
any regulatory and other measures issued by URCAC

AbB refuse  to  renew  a  licence,  where  a  licensee  has  repeatedly 
contravened, or failed to cure a material contravention, of this Act, 
or a regulatory measure, or a condition of the licence.

� . Prohi"ition on tran%�er o� licence 2itho't con%ent o� 0R.A.

A1B No licence issued under this Act may be assigned or transferred to another 
person without the prior written consent of URCA.

A2B Any purported transfer of a licence contrary to this section is void.

 CONDITIONS OF LICENCES

�&. +eneral condition%.

A1B A licence  may include  such  restrictions  or  conditions  Awhether  or  not 
relating to the activities authorised by the licenceB as appear to URCA to 
be  requisite  or  expedient  having regard to  the functions  and duties  of 
URCA under section 8.

A2B >ithout  prejudice  to  the  generality  of  subsection  A1B,  a  licence  may 
include conditions G

AaB restricting the activities which the licensee is permitted to carry outC

AbB requiring the licensee to furnish G

AiB to specified persons or URCA in such manner and at such 
times as may be specified with such information as appears 
to  URCA to  be  requisite  or  expedient  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating the exercise  by those  persons or  URCA of  the 
functions or duties assigned to them or as may be reasonably 
required for that purposeC
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AiiB to URCA financial information including regulatory accounts 
in  respect  of  such  period  and  on  such  basis  as  may  be 
specifiedC

AcB controlling, limiting or restricting G

 AiB the  ownership  or  control,  directly or  indirectly,  of  the  gas 
licenseeC

 AiiB the creation, holding or disposal of any interest in shares in 
the gas licensee or in any person holding shares in the gas 
licenseeC or

 AiiiB any other interest in the licensed gas business or undertaking 
of the gas licensee or any part thereofC

AdB requiring the licensee G

AiB to comply with G

AaaB any  direction,  determination,  order  or  decision  of 
URCA as to such matters specified in its gas licence or 
are of a description so specifiedC

AbbB any  code  of  practice  and  standard  of  performance 
issued  or  modified  by  URCA applicable  to  the  gas 
licenseeC

AiiB to do or not to do such things as are specified in its licence or 
are  of  a  description so specified,  except  insofar  as  URCA 
consents to its doing or not doing them, as the case may beC

AeB providing for the determination by URCA of such questions arising 
under the gas licence, or under any document specified or described 
in the gas licenceC

AfB imposing requirements by reference to designation, acceptance or 
approval by URCAC

AgB providing for references in the conditions of the gas licence to any 
document specified or described in the gas licence to operate as 
references  to  that  document  as  revised  or  reissued from time to 
timeC

AhB providing that the conditions of the gas licence have effect or cease 
to have effect at such times and in such circumstances as may be 
determined by or under the conditions requiring the gas licensee to 
provide  a  performance  bond,  guarantee  or  any  other  form  of 
security on such terms and conditions as URCA may determineC 

AiB in the case of vertically integrated companies, to manage separate 
accounts and data with no cross=subsidisation, with respect to the 
activities regulated by this ActC
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AjB that maximum prices for retailers and all classes of consumers must 
be approved by URCA where there is inadequate competition and 
regulation is not leading to efficient cost=reflective outcomesC 

AkB an  advisory  service  with  regard  to  the  safe  and  efficient  use, 
handling and storage of gas must be provided to customers by the 
trading licenseeC 

AlB that  the licensee must  maintain their  facility in a  fully operative 
conditionC 

AmB that  the  time  period  within  which  gas  facilities  will  become 
operational must be fixedC 

AnB that the licensee must provide information necessary for URCA to 
perform its functionsC and

AoB that  the  licensee  dismantles  or  decommissions  some  or  all  the 
facilities it has built.

A3B  Any  person  aggrieved  by  a  condition  imposed  by  URCA  under 
subsection  A1B  may  in  writing  apply  to  URCA to  have  the  condition 
reviewed.

A4B If  the  aggrieved  person  is  not  the  licensee,  URCA must  inform  the 
licensee regarding the application for review. 

A5B >henever there is an application for review under subsection A3B, URCA 
may conduct an investigation and may for that purpose summon witnesses 
to appear before it.

�*. .ondition% to import nat'ral (a%.

>ithout limiting section  35A1B, a licence to import natural gas may include a 
condition controlling the quantities of natural gas to be imported.

�/. .ondition% to operate a nat'ral (a% terminal.

>ithout limiting section 35A1B, a licence to operate an natural gas terminal may 
include a condition G

AaB pertaining to G

AiB the type, specifications and use of the natural gas terminalC

AiiB the quantities of natural gas which may be received, stored or 
processed at the natural gas terminalC

AbB requiring the operator of a natural gas terminal to G

AiB have in place procedures for compliance by the operator in 
the event of a public emergencyC and

AiiB have emergency response capabilitiesC
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AiiiB appoint, at such intervals and on such terms as URCA may 
direct,  an  independent  technical  auditor  for  the  purposes 
specified in any such conditionC

AcB regulating the terms and conditions of any service provided at the 
natural gas terminal.

�1. .ondition% to tran%port nat'ral (a%.

>ithout limiting section  35A1B, a licence to transport natural gas may include 
conditions G

AaB requiring the transporter G

AiB to have in place procedures to be followed in the event of a 
public emergency and requiring it to maintain a national gas 
emergency service for the gas supply systemC

AiiB to appoint, at such intervals and on such terms as URCA may 
direct,  an  independent  technical  auditor  for  the  purposes 
specified in any such conditionC

AiiiB to  interconnect  one  or  more  gas  pipelines  or  gas  pipeline 
networks or to convert a gas pipeline network to allow for the 
conveyance of natural gas through that gas pipeline networkC

AivB to enter into an arrangement with any person for G

 AaaB the conveyance of gas through a gas pipeline or gas 
pipeline network owned by, or under the management 
or control of, the gas transporterC and

 AbbB such other  purposes  as  may be  specified  in  the  gas 
transporterHs  licence,  on  such  terms  as  may  be 
approved by URCAC

AbB identifying specified agreements or classes of agreements which the 
transporter may only enter into on such terms as may be approved 
by URCAC

AcB pertaining to G

AiB the transmission of gasC

AiiB the duty of the gas transporter to connect and provide access 
to its network to third partiesC

AiiB the prices to be charged by the transporter for use of a gas 
pipeline  or  gas  pipeline  network  owned  by,  or  under  the 
management  or  control  of,  the  gas  transporter  and  the 
methods by which such charges are to be determined.
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�3. .ondition% to retail nat'ral (a%.

>ithout  limiting  section  35A1B,  a  licence  to  retail  natural  gas  may  include 
conditions requiring the retailer G

AaB to  secure  such  rights  for  the  conveyance  of  gas  through  a  gas 
pipeline  or  gas  pipeline  network  owned  by,  or  under  the 
management or control of, a gas transporter as are necessary for the 
purposes of  complying with obligations owed by the gas retailer to 
consumers connected to such gas pipeline or gas pipeline networkC

AbB to act as a retailer of last resort in the event of the failure or default 
of another gas retailerC

AcB to allow for the conveyance of natural gas through a gas pipeline 
network as it pertains to converting a gas pipeline network.

AdB that  gas  must  be  supplied  by  a  licensed  retailer  to  any  person 
connected to the transport  network on request,  if  such service is 
economically  viable  and  such  person  meets  the  requirements 
included in this Act or subsidiary regulation.

MODIFICATION, �ARIATION AND RE�OCATION OF LICENCE

 4. Modi�ication6 $ariation and re$ocation o� licence.

A1B Subject  to  subsection A1B,  URCA may  by  determination,  on  its  own 
motion or on the written application of the relevant licensee, modify, vary, 
restrict the conditions of, or revoke, a licence granted to a licensee where 
G

AaB the licensee has  requested URCA to modify,  vary or  revoke the 
licenceC

AbB it is necessary to comply with or conform to international treaties, 
commitments or standards or the laws of The <ahamasC

AcB it is necessary to further the gas sector policy and national energy 
policy goals, objectives and principles and there is justification for 
the causing of any hardship that may result to that licenseeC

AdB the licensee has repeatedly contravened, or failed to cure a material 
contravention  of,  this  Act  or  any  other  regulatory  measure, 
including any condition of its licenceC

AeB the  licensee  made  a  statement  or  omitted  to  make  a  statement 
resulting in a material misrepresentation in its licence applicationC

AfB the licensee has entered into receivership or liquidation, takes any 
action for its voluntary winding=up or dissolution, or is the subject 
of  an order  by a  competent  court  or  tribunal  for  its  compulsory 
winding=up or dissolutionC
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AgB the  licensee  is  not  providing  the  gas  service  authorised  by  and 
specified in its licence and URCA is satisfied that the licensee does 
not  have  the intention or  the financial  strength  and resources  to 
provide such serviceC

AhB it is in accordance with the procedure specified in section 105C or

AiB it is in accordance with the terms of the licence.

A2B >here  any  issue  of  national  security  may  arise  as  a  result  of  a 
determination made by URCA under this  section, URCA shall,  prior to 
making  such  determination,  consult  with  the  Minister  responsible  for 
National Security.

 1. Proced're �or determinin( a modi�ication or $ariation.

A1B An application for a modification or variation of a licence made pursuant 
to section  40, shall be made ninety days in advance and shall state the 
particulars and accompanying documents as may be prescribed.

A2B URCA must  determine  an  application  within  ninety  days  of  receipt 
thereof.

A3B Notwithstanding subsection A1B, where URCA decides that an application 
is  not  complete,  URCA may  require  the  applicant  to  produce  such 
additional information as is required to complete the application process 
and in such instance, the time period referred to in subsection A2B shall 
pause and shall continue to run from the date of the submission of the 
additional information requested.

A4B URCA shall  provide  the  applicant  with  a  copy  of  its  determination 
supported by the reasons on which the decision was based.

 2. ,ate o� e��ect o� modi�ication or $ariation. 

Subject  to  a  determination  being  suspended  pursuant  to  section 106A12B,  a 
determination made by URCA to modify, vary, restrict or revoke a licence shall 
take  effect  on  the  date  specified  and such date  shall  be  given  to  a  licensee  
affected by such determination.

 �. Licen%ee ma) appeal modi�ication or $ariation.

A licensee  may,  before  the  date  specified  in  the  notice  given,  appeal  to  the 
Tribunal against such modification, variation, restriction or revocation.

Page = 35



Natural Gas Act, 2024

PART I< 8 RI+=TS AN, ,0TIES !- LI.ENSEES

GENERAL RIG�TS AND DUTIES

  . +eneral ri(ht o� licen%ee%.

A licensee is entitled to require that the facilities connected to a facility owned  
by the licensee meets the established technical and safety conditions.

 &. +eneral o"li(ation% o� licen%ee%.

A1B A licensee shall G

AaB perform  such  general  obligations  as  may  be  specified  in  the 
conditions of his licence and shall have regard at all times in the 
conduct of operations to the public interest and to the rights and 
interests of The <ahamasC

AbB carry out his operations with due diligence and act in accordance 
with sound industry practice in the conduct of all operations.

A2B Every person engaged as a gas service worker by a licensee shall perform 
his functions with due diligence and act in accordance with sound industry 
practice.

 *. Licen%ee to operate and maintain �acilitie%.

The operator of a facility shall ensure that all installations, apparatus, boreholes 
and wells are maintained in good condition.

 /. Licen%ee to a$oid 'nrea%ona"le inter�erence 2ith other acti$itie%.

The operator of a facility shall ensure that the operations do not unreasonably 
interfere  with  other  activities  in  the  area  and,  in  the  case  of  operations  in  
submarine areas, care shall be taken to avoid pollution of the seas, beaches or 
tidal rivers to ensure that navigation, agriculture, fishing, authorised scientific 
researches,  and  conservation  of  the  living  resources  of  the  sea  are  not 
unjustifiably hindered,  and  likewise  that  no  damage  is  caused  to  submarine 
cables and pipelines.

 1. ,'t) o� licen%ee to protect %'rro'ndin( area%.

A1B A licensee shallG 

AaB in land areas,  erect  forthwith and at his own expense,  and at all  
times  maintain  in  repair  visible  boundary  marks  and  pillars 
according to the description of the licensed areaC 
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AbB exercise all possible care in order to avoid causing any unnecessary 
damage  to  the  surface  of  the  licensed  area  or  to  trees,  crops, 
buildings, structures and property thereon.

A2B A licensee shall  pay reasonable compensation for any loss,  damage or 
injury which may be caused by him, or by his agents or servants, to any 
other person in respect of such personHs rights of any description.

 3. Licen%ee to permit in%pection ") 0R.A.

A1B Every licensee shall enable an authorised representative of URCA at all  
reasonable times to inspect the operations carried out under the licence 
and to execute  any works which URCA may be entitled to execute  in 
accordance with the provisions of the licence. 

A2B An authorised person referred to in subsection A1B  may make abstracts or 
copies  of  any records,  maps,  accounts  and other  documents  which the 
licensee  is  required  to  keep  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  his 
licence. 

A3B An inspection shall not be carried out in such manner as to unduly hinder 
or affect adversely the operations being conducted by the licensee.

&4. ,'t) o� licen%ee to %hare in$e%tment plan% 2ith 0R.A.

A1B A licensee shall prepare an investment plan every three years from the  
date on which the licence was issued. 

A2B A plan referred to in subsection A1B shall G

AaB detail any investments for the next three yearsC 

AbB be shared with URCA.

A3B URCA may request modification of the investment plan, where it deems 
necessary. 

&1. ,'t) to :eep con�idential  in�ormation 2hen needed and �acilitate 
in�ormation to other companie%.

A1B A licensee may share confidential information to other companies when 
necessary for the safe and effective use of the system. 

A2B A licensee shall G

AaB uphold confidentiality standards regarding proprietary information 
disclosed to them under a licensing agreementC

AbB ensure  that  such  information  is  protected  from  unauthori@ed 
disclosure or use.
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&2. Licen%ee to emplo) a$aila"le national%.

A1B A licensee  shall  seek  to  employ  available  nationals  of  The  <ahamas 
having the necessary qualifications and experience, thus minimising the 
employment  of  foreign  personnel  and  ensure  that  such  employees  are 
engaged only in positions for which the operator cannot, after reasonable 
advertisement in at least one daily newspaper circulating in The <ahamas, 
find.

A2B A licensee shall determine the rules of employment including salary scales 
in such manner as to ensure that all employees in the same category enjoy 
equal conditions irrespective of nationality.

&�. Licen%ee to prepare ed'cational pro(ramme%.

Every  licensee  shall  prepare,  in  consultation  with  URCA,  programmes  for 
industrial  and  technical  education  and  training,  including  the  grant  of 
scholarships, and carry such programmes out diligently with a view to training 
nationals of The <ahamas to replace foreign personnel as soon as reasonably 
practicable  and  to  affording  nationals  of  The  <ahamas  every  possible 
opportunity for occupying senior positions in the operations of the licensee.

& . Licen%ee to indemni�).

Every licensee shall keep URCA indemnified at all  times against  any action, 
claim or demands of whatever nature which may be brought against URCA by 
any third party in relation to any matter arising out of the exercise of the rights  
granted by the licence.

&&. Licen%ee to compl) to international treatie% and a(reement%.

Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act,  every licensee shall take steps to 
ensure compliance with any international treaty or conventions in force to which 
The <ahamas is a party that governs any function or activity of the licensee that 
is granted a licence under the Act.  

&*. Licen%ee to :eep and maintain record%.

Every licensee shall maintain appropriate and proper records containing full data 
of all operations and in so doing shall maintain correct and intelligible books and 
accounts in a form from time to time approved by URCA of G 

AaB the quantities of natural gas won and saved from the licensed areaC 

AbB the quantity of natural gas acquiredC 

AcB the disposal of natural gas, includingG 

AiB gas  used  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on  drilling  and 
production operations  and pumping to field storage within 
the licensed areaC 
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AiiB gas  exported with the name and address  of  the buyer,  the 
quantity  supplied  to  each  buyer,  the  price  or  other 
consideration and the destination thereofC 

AiiiB gas delivered to each local refinery and the price thereforC

AivB gas delivered to natural gas plants and the products recovered 
therefromC 

AvB gas otherwise disposed of and the manner of its disposalC 

AviB the methods and results of tests made on natural gasC

AdB such other particulars as URCA may from time to time direct.

A2B For the purposes of this section,  5nat6ra4 gas :on an0 sa9e07 means 
natural  gas  that  is  produced,  with  the  exception  of  natural  gas  that  is 
proved to the satisfaction of URCA to have been used by the licensee 
within the licensed area for the carrying out  of  natural  gas operations, 
including gas injection and other approved field operations.

&/. Licen%ee to adopt ri%: mana(ement and in%'rance policie%.

A licensee shall adopt and implement reasonable and prudent policies in relation 
to the management and insurance Aincluding self=insuranceB of risks associated 
with the licenseeIs business.

&1. +a% plant and (a% �ittin(% not to "e %'"#ect to di%tre%%.

Any gas fitting which is connected to a gas service pipe, and any gas plant in a  
consumerHs  premises  which  is  owned  by  a  gas  licensee  and  is  marked  or 
impressed with a sufficient mark, plate or brand indicating its owner G

AaB continues to remain the property of its owner and is deemed not to 
be a fixture, notwithstanding that it may be fixed or fastened to any 
part of the premises in which it may be situatedC and

AbB is  not  to be subject  to distress or be liable to be taken under or 
pursuant to an enforcement order of any court or any proceedings in 
bankruptcy against the person in whose possession it may be.

&3. !"%tr'ctin( (a% licen%ee in per�ormance o� d'tie%.

Any person who at any time molests, or without cause, hinders or obstructs, any 
employee, agent or contractor of a gas licensee in the performance of the duties  
of the employee, agent or contractor or anything which the employee, agent or 
contractor is respectively authorised, empowered or required to do under this Act 
commits an offence.
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GAS TRANSPORTER 

*4. +eneral d'tie% o� (a% tran%porter.

Every gas transporter shall G

AaB develop and maintain a safe, efficient, reliable and economical gas 
pipeline or gas pipeline network for the conveyance of gasC 

AbB subject to paragraph AaB, to comply, so far as it is economical to do 
so, with any reasonable request to connect to that gas pipeline or 
gas pipeline network, and convey gas by means of that gas pipeline 
or gas pipeline network to, any premisesC and 

AcB avoid undue preference or undue discrimination G 

AiB in the terms on which it undertakes the conveyance of gas by 
any gas pipeline or gas pipeline network owned by, or under 
the management or control of, the gas transporterC or 

AiiB in the connection of premises to such a gas pipeline or gas 
pipeline networkC

AdB have as their sole corporate purpose the activity of transportation 
and shall not conduct import, regasification or retail activities.

*1. ,'t) o� (a% tran%porter to connect.

A1B Subject to the provisions of this Act, a gas transporter shall, on the request 
of the owner or occupier of any premises G

AaB provide and install a gas service isolation valveC

AbB provide and lay a gas service pipe from the relevant gas main to the 
gas service isolation valveC and 

AcB connect such premises to the relevant gas main.

 A2B >here any connection is  made under subsection A1B,  the costs of  such 
shall only be  recovered by the gas transporter from the owner or occupier 
of the premises, as the case may be, to the extent that the costs have not 
been previously recovered from any other person.

 A3B >here any premises have been connected to a relevant gas main under G

AaB this ActC or

AbB any arrangement  entered  into  by the  owner  or  occupier  of   the 
premises prior to the date of commencement of this Act, 

the gas transporter shall maintain the connection until such time as it is no 
longer required by the owner or occupier of the premises at that time.

 A4B Nothing  in  subsection  A1B  or  A3B  shall  require  the  gas  transporter  to 
connect, or maintain a connection of, a relevant gas main to any premises,  
if G

Page = 40



Natural Gas Act, 2024

AaB the gas transporter is unable to do so by circumstances beyond its 
controlC or

AbB there exist circumstances, which by reason of the gas transporter 
doing so, would involve a danger to the public.

 A5B If the connection, or the maintenance of the connection, of any premises 
to a relevant gas main under this section G

AaB will result in a new or an increased supply of gas to those premisesC 
and

AbB the new or increased supply of  gas cannot  be made without  the 
laying of a new, or the enlargement of an existing, gas main or the 
undertaking  of  other  works  related  to  the  conveyance  of  gas  to 
those premises, the gas transporter may refuse to make or maintain 
the connection until  such time as the owner or occupier of those 
premises when the  new or increased supply is being required enters 
into an agreement  with the gas transporter  for the payment  of  a 
reasonable amount to the gas transporter having regard to G

AiB the costs to be incurred by the gas transporter in laying or 
enlarging the relevant gas main or undertaking other works 
related to the conveyance of gas to those premisesC and

AiiB the extent to which such costs can be recovered from other 
persons.

A6B The owner or  occupier  of  any premises shall  grant  the gas transporter 
rights of access to lay, install, maintain, repair, alter or remove any gas 
service isolation valve, meter or gas service pipe in his  premises.

*2. Acce%% ") third part) to �i9ed tran%portation �acilit).

A1B The owner of a pipeline transportation facility shallG

AaB upon request, allow a third party access to the facility in keeping 
with a non=discriminatory and transparent processC

AbB notify  URCA of  the  requests,  and  provide  all  relevant  details 
required by URCA within thirty days of the request.

A3B URCA may establish the procedure for the notification of any conflict that 
may arise G

AaB in the negotiation of a contractC

AbB in a request for access to a transport facility.

A4B URCA shall resolve within three months any dispute relating to access by 
a third party to a transport facility.

Page = 41



Natural Gas Act, 2024

*�. Po2er o� (a% tran%porter to re5'ire %ec'rit). 

A1B >here any person requires a connection to be made, a gas transporter may 
require the person to give it reasonable security for the payment to it of all  
costs which may become due to it in respect of the services.

A2B If the person fails to give such security, or the security given has become 
invalid  or  insufficient,  the  gas  transporter  may  refuse  to  provide  gas 
installation services.

* . Po2er o� (a% tran%porter to red'ce %'ppl) pre%%'re.

A gas transporter may, for operational reasons without incurring any liability for 
so doing, reduce as it thinks fit the pressure of gas supplied in any case, if at any 
time  it  is  of  the  opinion  that  its  gas  supply pressure  is  insufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  maintaining a  normal  supply of  gas,  and such pressure must  be 
restored as soon as reasonably practicable.

*&. Po2er to �ell tree% and $e(etation.

A1B >here, in the opinion of a gas transporter any tree or vegetation near any 
part  of  a gas pipeline,  gas pipeline network or gas plant  owned by,  or 
under the management or control of the gas transporter causes or is likely 
to cause damage to such pipeline, pipeline network, plant or pipe, the gas 
transporter may cause the tree or vegetation to be felled, lopped, cleared 
or dealt with in such manner as will, in its opinion, prevent the damage.

A2B The  owner  or  occupier  of  any  land  shall,  before  felling,  lopping  or 
clearing any tree or vegetation adjacent  to a gas pipeline,  gas pipeline 
network or gas plant owned by, or under the management or control of, a 
gas transporter, give the gas transporter fourteen daysH notice in writing of 
his intention to do so and shall take such reasonable precautions as the gas 
transporter  may  require  for  the  protection  of  such  pipeline,  pipeline 
network or plant.

A3B If any such owner or occupier fails to give notice under subsection A2B, or 
having given notice fails to take any such reasonable precautions as the 
gas transporter may have required, the owner or occupier shall be liable to 
pay the gas transporter the reasonable cost and expense incurred by the 
gas transporter in respect of any damage caused to any such gas pipeline, 
gas pipeline network or gas plant, subject to URCAIs approval as to the 
amount of  the cost or expense in the case of any dispute.

A4B If  any  tree  or  vegetation  is  felled,  lopped  or  cleared  upon  any  land 
adjacent to a gas pipeline, gas pipeline network or gas plant owned by, or 
under  the  management  or  control  of,  a  gas  transporter,  it  shall  be 
presumed  until  the  contrary is  proved  that  the  tree  or  vegetation  was 
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felled, lopped or cleared by the owner or occupier of the land or by his 
employees or agents acting as such.

**. Po2er% o� (a% tran%porter% in carr)in( o't 2or:%.

A1B Subject to the provisions of this Act, a gas transporter may, in order to 
carry  out  the  activities  which  it  is  authorised  by  its  gas  transporterHs 
licence to G 

AaB install in, on, over, under, upon, along or across any land, premises, 
street or waters and inspect, maintain, adjust, repair, alter, restore, 
replace or remove any gas pipeline, gas plant or gas fitting which is 
or is to be part of its gas pipeline networkC and 

AbB carry  out  such  activities  as  are  necessary  or  incidental  to  the 
activities falling within subsection A1BAaB, including G

AiB excavating any land, street or drainC 

AiiB tunnelling or boring under any land, street, sewer or drainC 

AiiiB removing or  using all  earth and materials  in  or under  any 
land, street, sewer or drainC 

AivB erecting  or  placing any gas  plant  in  or  under  any land or 
streetC and 

AvB any other  action that  may be necessary to  render  all  such 
pipes, plant and apparatus safe and efficient, and must pay to 
any person who has suffered damage or loss of value to the 
personHs property that may be caused by such activity such 
sum as may be agreed by between the gas transporter and the 
person by way of compensation. 

A2B Any compensation payable under subsection A1B may include an annual 
payment for land or any immovable property used for the gas transporterHs 
purpose. 

A3B All  works referred to in subsection A1B,  including the upper surface or 
covering, must be constructed of such materials and must be maintained 
by the gas transporter in such a manner as not to be a source of danger,  
whether by reason of inequality of surface or otherwise. 

A4B A gas transporter does not acquire any right other than that of a user only 
in  respect  of  any land or premises in,  on,  over,  under,  upon,  along or 
across  which  the  gas  transporter  places  any gas  pipeline,  gas  pipeline 
network or gas plant under this section. 

A5B Except in the case of an emergency arising from any fault in any gas main, 
gas service pipe or gas plant, no works referred to in subsection A1B may 
be executed without the giving of fourteen daysH notice to the owner or 
occupier of the land stating as fully and accurately as possible the nature 
and extent of the acts intended to be done. 
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A6B The owner or occupier of the land may, within fourteen days of the receipt 
of the notice referred to in subsection A5B, lodge a written objection with 
URCA and URCA must specify a date to inquire into any such objection. 

A7B If no objection is lodged within the period specified in subsection A6B, the 
gas transporter may on expiry of the period enter on the land and do all or 
any of the acts specified in the notice given under subsection A5B. 

A8B If an objection is lodged and is not withdrawn before the date fixed for the 
inquiry referred to in subsection A6B, URCA must hold the inquiry, giving 
each party an opportunity to be heard. 

A9B Subject  to  subsection A10B,  upon the conclusion of  the inquiry,  URCA 
may, either unconditionally or subject to such terms and conditions as it 
thinks fit, authorise any of the acts mentioned in the notice given under 
subsection A5B to be carried out. 

A10B Any person aggrieved by any decision of URCA under this section may, 
within  fourteen  days  of  the  conclusion  of  the  inquiry,  appeal  to  the 
Utilities Appeal Tribunal whose decision is final. 

A11B A gas transporter must do as little damage as possible in the exercise of 
the powers conferred by subsection A1B and must make good any damage 
done in the exercise of those powers. 

A12B >here any dispute arises as to whether a gas transporter has sufficiently 
made good any damage done in the exercise of the powers conferred by 
subsection A1B, the dispute G 

AaB may be referred to URCA by either partyC and 

AbB must, on such a reference, be determined by URCA, whose decision 
is final and conclusive between the parties. 

A13B A gas transporter must exercise the powers conferred by subsection A1B in 
such manner as will secure that nothing which it installs or keeps installed 
in,  on,  over, under, upon, along or across any land, premises,  street or  
waters becomes a source of danger to the public. 

A14B A  gas  transporter  is  not,  when  exercising  the  powers  conferred  by 
subsection A1B, liable for or required to pay any person any fee, charge or 
expense for the right to enter or use any land or premises. 

A15B A gas transporter must not, without the prior written consent of a statutory 
board or Government authority, authorise any person to enter or use any 
land belonging to the statutory board or  Government  authority for  the 
purpose of exercising the powers conferred by subsection A1B. 

*/. +a% tran%porter to pro$ide con$enient 2a)%.

A1B A gas transporter shall, in executing any works under section 66, provide 
and make a sufficient number of convenient ways, watercourses, drains 
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and channels to replace those that are interrupted, damaged or rendered 
useless by reason of the execution of the works. 

A2B A gas transporter shall pay to any person who suffers damage or loss of 
value to the personHs property as a result of the gas transporterHs actions 
under  subsection A1B,  such sum as  may be agreed by between the gas 
transporter and the person by way of compensation.

*1. +a% tran%porter to maintain (a% %er$ice pipe% and (a% in%tallation%.

A1B A gas  transporter  shall  carry out  any necessary work  of  maintenance, 
repair or renewal of G 

AaB any part of a gas service pipe from a gas main up to a gas service 
isolation valveC and 

AbB that  gas  service  isolation  valve,  by which  gas  is  conveyed  to  a 
consumerHs  premises,  whether  or  not  the  gas  service  pipe  was 
supplied and laid at the gas transporterHs expense. 

A2B The cost of any work carried out under subsection A1B is to be paid as 
followsJ 

AaB in the case of work made necessary by any intentional or negligent 
act of the consumer, by the consumer if the gas transporter requires 
the consumer to payC

AbB in any other case, by the gas transporter. 

A3B URCA may, from time to time, prescribe such person or class of persons 
to be responsible for the inspection, maintenance, repair or renewal of any 
part of a gas installation or any part of a gas service pipe linking a gas 
service isolation valve to the gas installation. 

A4B The gas transporter must G 

AaB establish  and  implement  a  programme  for  the  carrying  out  of 
regular  and  periodic  inspections,  by  the  gas  transporter  or  the 
person  prescribed  under  subsection  A3B  as  being  responsible  for 
such inspections, of any part of a gas installation or any part of a 
gas  service pipe linking a  gas  service isolation valve to  the gas 
installationC and 

AbB notify  the  person  prescribed  under  subsection  A3B  as  being 
responsible for the maintenance, repair or renewal of that part of the 
gas installation or that part of the gas service pipe linking the gas 
service isolation valve to the gas installation, if any such work of 
maintenance,  repair  or  renewal  is  necessary  following  such 
inspectionsC and such work is to be carried out at the expense of that 
person. 
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*3. Relocation o� (a% main or (a% %er$ice pipe.

A1B >here a gas main or gas service pipe has been laid in, on, over, under,  
upon,  along or across any land by a gas transporter  and the owner  or 
occupier of the land desires to use the land in a manner which renders it 
necessary or convenient that such gas main or gas service pipe should be 
moved, the owner or occupier Aas the case may beB may request the gas 
transporter to move the pipe accordingly.

A2B A gas  transporter  shall,  at  the request  of  the owner  or  occupier  under 
subsection A1B, relocate the gas service pipe if it is satisfied that G

AaB such relocation is reasonableC and 

AbB the owner or occupier complies with such terms and conditions as 
the  gas  transporter  may impose,  including  terms  and  conditions 
relating to the payment by the owner or occupier of all reasonable 
costs and expenses necessary for the relocation. 

A3B >here a gas main or gas service pipe has been laid in, on, over, under,  
upon, along or across any land by a gas transporter and the gas main or 
gas service pipe is no longer in use by the occupier or any other person for 
the  purposes  of  the  supply  of  gas,  or  by  the  gas  transporter  for  the 
conveyance of gas, the gas transporter G

AaB may of its own volitionC or 

AbB shall at the reasonable request of the owner, 

remove the gas main or gas service pipe from the land at its own expense. 

A4B For the purposes of subsection A3B, 5o:ner7 includes any person having a 
leasehold interest with an unexpired term of not less than seven years. 

/4. Remo$al o� o"%tr'ction onl) to "e carried o't ") a (a% tran%porter.

A1B No person may build, erect or construct anything over any existing gas 
transmission pipeline, gas main or gas service pipe owned by, or under the 
management or control of, a gas transporter without the approval of the 
gas transporter. 

A2B Any owner or occupier whose premises are found to have any building or 
structure built,  erected or constructed over an existing gas main or gas  
service  pipe  must  have  the  gas  main  or  gas  service  pipe  relocated  or 
diverted away by the gas transporter from under the building or structure. 

A3B The costs arising from such relocation or diversion is to be borne G 

AaB by the owner or occupier to the extent that the owner or occupier 
benefits from such diversion or relocation, or where the building or 
structure was built, erected or constructed by the owner or occupier 
in contravention of subsection A1BC and

AbB by the gas transporter in all other circumstances. 
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A4B Any person who contravenes subsection A1B commits an offence

/1. +a% tran%porter to carr) o't earth2or:% 2ithin $icinit) o� (a% plant 
or (a% pipe.

A1B Subject  to  this  section,  no  person  other  than  a  gas  transporter  may 
commence or carry out, or cause or permit the commencement or carrying 
out of, any earthworks within the vicinity of any gas plant or gas pipe in a 
gas pipeline network owned by, or under the management or control of, a 
gas transporter, unless the person has G

AaB given  to  the  gas  transporter  not  less  than  seven daysH notice  in 
writing  of  the  date  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  commence  the 
earthworksC 

AbB obtained from the gas transporter the necessary information on the 
location of the gas plant or gas pipeC and 

AcB consulted the gas transporter on the steps to be taken to prevent the 
gas plant or gas pipe from being damaged while the earthworks are 
being carried out. 

A2B URCA may, if it thinks fit in any particular case, modify the period for 
which a notice under subsection A1BAaB is to be given to a gas transporter. 

A3B A person  who  commences  or  carries  out,  or  causes  or  permits  the 
commencement  or  carrying  out  of,  any  earthworks  referred  to  in 
subsection A1B shall G 

AaB comply with all reasonable requirements of the gas transporter for 
the prevention of damage to the gas plant or gas pipeC 

AbB ensure that reasonable precautions are taken when such earthworks 
are being carried out to prevent any damage to the gas plant or gas 
pipeC and 

AcB allow the gas transporter reasonable access to the work site for the 
purpose of inspecting or taking any necessary measures to protect 
the gas plant or gas pipe. 

A4B The gas transporter to whom a notice under subsection A1BAaB has been 
given shall G 

AaB promptly inform the person giving the notice of the location of the 
gas plant or gas pipe, and to provide the person with such other 
information as may be necessary to enable the person to ascertain 
the exact location of the gas plant or gas pipeC 

AbB advise the person on the precautions to be taken to prevent damage 
to the gas plant or gas pipeC and 

AcB take all such measures at the work site as may be reasonable and 
necessary for the protection of the gas plant or gas pipe and, in so 
doing, the gas transporter must have regard to the potential risks 
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and dangers that can arise from any damage to the gas plant or gas 
pipe. 

A5B Nothing in subsection A1B prohibits a person from commencing or carrying 
out, or causing or permitting the commencement or carrying out of, any 
earthworks where the person has  reasonable cause to believe that  it  is 
necessary to do so in the interest of public or private safety. 

A6B The person referred to in subsection A5B must, as soon as practicable but 
not  more  than  twenty=four  hours  after  the  earthworks  have  been 
commenced  or  carried  out,  give  to  the  gas  transporter  written  notice 
stating the nature and extent of those earthworks. 

A7B Any person who contravenes subsection A1B, A3B or A6B commits an offence 
and shall  be liable  on conviction to  a  fine not  exceeding one hundred 
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or 
to both. 

A8B Subject  to  subsection  A9B,  in  any  proceedings  for  an  offence  under 
subsection A7B, it is a defence for the person charged to prove, that the  
person took all reasonable G 

AaB to discharge the personHs duty under subsection A1B or A3B, as the 
case may beC or 

AbB precautions and exercised all due diligence to avoid the commission 
of the offence. 

A9B This section applies to any infrastructure Aincluding valve chambers, pipe 
jacking sleeves, concrete casings and rock armourB housing or intended to 
house any gas transmission pipeline, as it applies to any gas plant or gas 
pipe in a gas pipeline network owned by,  or under the management or 
control of, a gas transporter.

/2. Sa$in(%  o�  2a)lea$e%  or  ea%ement%  a(reement%  2ith  (a% 
tran%porter.

Nothing in this Part affects G

AaB the right of a gas transporter to enter into an agreement, commonly 
known as a wayleave agreement, or obtain a grant of an easement 
with or from the owner or occupier of any land for the purpose of 
laying, placing, carrying or erecting any gas pipeline or gas pipeline 
network or gas plantC 

AbB any such wayleave agreement or easement subsisting immediately 
before the date of commencement of this ActC or

AcB the right of a gas transporter to negotiate the use of land or facilities 
belonging to the State or any other person.
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/�. 0R.A  ma)  ma:e  re('lation%  �or  entr)  into  premi%e%  ")  (a% 
tran%porter.

URCA may make  regulations  to  establish  the  conditions  under  which  a  gas 
transporter  or  any  person  authorised  by  the  gas  transporter  may  enter  into 
premises  for  inspection  purposes  or  for  any  other  reason  URCA considers 
necessary.

GAS RETAILER

/ . Ri(ht% o� (a% retailer%.

A gas retailer shall have the right to G

AaB carry out gas acquisitions under the provision of this ActC

AbB sell natural gas to consumers and other authori@ed suppliers under 
non=discriminatory, freely negotiated conditionsC

AcB receive the measurement of their customersI suppliesC

AdB require  that  usersI  measuring  equipment  meets  the  technical  and 
conditions  determined,  and  request  verification  of  the  proper 
functioning of supply measuring equipmentC

AeB invoice and collect for the supplies provided.

/&. ,'tie% o� (a% retailer%.

Every gas retailer shall G

AaB develop  and  maintain  a  safe,  efficient,  reliable  and  economical 
service for the retailing of gasC 

AbB carry on its licensed gas business at all times in such manner so as 
not  to  prevent,  restrict  or  otherwise  hinder  the  development  of 
competition in any gas market in The <ahamasC

AcB notify URCA of the commencement or cessation of the activity and 
comply with the regulatory requirements establishedC

AdB coordinate their activity with the transporter and other gas sector 
licensee as needed for an efficient operation of the gas systemC

AeB procure the gas and sign the necessary access contracts to fulfil the 
contractual commitments with their clientsC

AfB provide the guarantees required for the access tariffs and charges 
contracted, and pay, within the deadlines established by legislation, 
the tariffs and access charges to the gas facilities corresponding to 
themC

AgB send  to  URCA  periodic  information  determined  regarding  the 
activity they carry out within the gas sectorC
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AhB provide their clients with information and advice they may request 
regarding gas supplyC

AiB supply to  end consumers,  they must  have a  customer  service  to 
handle  complaints,  claims,  information  requests,  or 
communications  of  any  incidents  regarding  the  contracted  or 
offered serviceC

AjB inform clients about the available extra judicial conflict resolution 
systems and how to access them.

/*. Ri(ht to di%connect or re�'%e to %'ppl) (a% to a meter.

A1B A meter  shall  be  used  to  receive  gas  from  a  retailer  subject  to  any 
regulations issued under this Act.

A2B >here a meter does not comply with any regulations made hereunder G

AaB the  gas  transporter  may  disconnect  or  refuse  to  connect  the 
consumerHs premisesC 

AbB the relevant gas supplier may refuse to supply gas or authorise the 
supply of gas to the premises to be discontinued.

A3B Subject to any regulations made hereunder, where a consumer is supplied 
with gas through a meter, the index of the meter is ��
�� ���
� evidence of 
the quantity of gas supplied to the consumer.

//. Ri(ht to di%connect (a% to premi%e%.

A1B The supply of gas to a consumerHs premises may be discontinued by a gas 
retailer or gas shipper, if applicable, where a consumer improperly uses or 
deals with the gas so as to interfere with the efficient conveyance or gas  
supply, whether to himself or to any other person.

A2B >here the supply of gas to premises has been discontinued pursuant to 
subsection A1B, the gas retailer or gas shipper, is not obligated to restore 
the supply of gas until the consumer G

AaB is no longer the owner or occupier of the premisesC or

AbB has G

AiB made  good  the  default,  or  remedied  the  matter,  in 
consequence of which the supply of gas was discontinuedC 
and 

AiiB paid the reasonable expenses of discontinuing and restoring 
the supply of gas to the premises.
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/1. Pricin( ") (a% retailer%.

In  establishing  prices,  a  gas  retailer  may  neither  show undue  preference  as 
between persons or any class of persons, nor exercise undue discrimination as 
between persons or any class of persons.

/3. Po2er to reco$er (a% char(e%.

A1B >here G

AaB a demand in writing is made by a gas retailer for the payment of 
any of  the  charges  due  to  it  from a consumer  in  respect  of  the 
supply of gas to the consumerHs premises, and the consumer does 
not pay those charges within twenty=eight calendar days after the 
making of the demandC or

AbB a written request is made by a gas retailer for the provision of a 
deposit  by  way  of  reasonable  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
charges due to it from a consumer in respect of the supply of gas to 
the consumerHs premises, and the consumer does not provide such a 
deposit within seven calendar days after the making of the request.

A2B The gas supplier may, giving not less than seven calendar daysH notice of 
its intention G

AaB discontinue  the  supply to  the  consumerHs  premises  or  any other 
premises occupied by the consumerC and

AbB recover any expenses incurred in so doing from the consumer.

A3B The powers conferred by subsections A1B and A2B are not exercisable in 
respect of any charges or deposit,  the amount of which is genuinely in 
dispute.

14. Re%toration o� %'ppl) 2itho't con%ent.

A1B >here  any  premises  have  been  disconnected  by  a  gas  transporter  in 
exercise  of  the  powers  under  this  Act  or  pursuant  to  a  valid  and 
enforceable contractual right G

AaB any person  who,  without  the  consent  of  the  gas  transporter,  re=
connects the supply of gas to those premises commits an offence 
and  shall  be  liable  on  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  eight 
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three 
years or to bothC and

AbB the gas transporter may again disconnect the premises.

A2B >here the supply of gas to any premises has been discontinued  by a gas 
shipper or gas retailer in exercise of the powers under this Act or pursuant 
to a valid and enforceable contractual right G
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AaB any person  who,  without  the  consent  of  the  gas  shipper  or  gas 
retailer  Aas  the case may beB restores the supply of gas to those 
premises commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a 
fine not exceeding eight thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding three years or to bothC and

AbB the gas transporter whose pipeline is connected to those premises 
Awhether such pipeline is owned by, or under the management or 
control of, the gas transporterB may disconnect the premises.

�EALT� AND SAFET�

11. Licen%ee to compl) 2ith 0R.A in%tr'ction%.

Every licensee shall comply with all instructions issued from time to time by 
URCA that are reasonably necessary for securing the health, safety and welfare 
of persons employed for the purpose of operations.

12. Licen%ee to ta:e preca'tion% to a$oid (a% e%cape.

A1B Every licensee shall  in carrying out  work take adequate precautions to 
prevent the escape of gas.

A2B No licensee may connect a gas  installation to a source of gas  without 
ensuring that every outlet is sealed with the appropriate gas fitting and the 
gas installation has been tested for gas tightness. 

A3B >here a licensee carries out any work in relation to a gas fitting which 
might affect the gas tightness of a gas installation, a gas pipeline or gas  
pipeline network, the licensee must immediately thereafter test the system 
for gas tightness. 

A4B Any licensee who disconnects  a  gas  fitting  must,  with  the  appropriate 
fitting, seal off every outlet of every pipe to which it is connected. 

A5B No licensee carrying out work in relation to a gas fitting which involves 
exposing  any part  of  the  gas  installation  which  contains  or  contained 
flammable gas may smoke or use any source of ignition unless the gas 
installation has been purged so as to remove all such gas or has otherwise 
been made safe from risk of fire or explosion. 

A6B No licensee searching for an escape of gas from a gas fitting may use any 
source of ignition unless the source of ignition is incorporated as part of 
an instrument designed for the detection of gas.

A7B No licensee may use any naked flame or carry out any hot work in the 
vicinity where gas is known to be leaking.

A8B Any licensee who contravenes any provision of this  section, commits  an 
offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
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thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or 
to  both and,  in  the case of  a  continuing offence,  to  a further  fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars for every day or part of a day during which 
the offence continues after conviction.

1�. Noti�ied e%cape% o� (a%.

A1B >here any gas escapes from any gas pipeline owned by,  or  under the  
management or control of a gas transporter, or from any internal pipe, gas 
fitting or  gas  appliance used by a  consumer to  whose premises  gas  is 
conveyed by the gas transporter, the gas transporter must G

AaB immediately take steps necessary to prevent the gas from escaping 
Awhether by disconnecting any premises or otherwiseBC and 

AbB take any other steps necessary to avert danger to life or property. 

A2B A gas transporter who G 

AaB fails within a reasonable time to effectively prevent the gas from 
escapingC or 

AbB fails to comply with subsection A1BAbB, 

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 
seventy=five thousand dollars and, in the case of a continuing offence, to a 
further fine not exceeding eight thousand dollars for every day or part of a 
day during which the offence continues after conviction.

A3B In any proceedings for an offence under subsection A2BAaB, it is a defence 
for the gas transporter to prove that G 

AaB it was not reasonably practicable for it to effectively prevent the gas 
from escapingC and 

AbB it did effectively prevent the escape as soon as it was reasonably 
practicable for it to do so. 

A4B In any proceedings for an offence under subsection A2BAbB, it is a defence 
for the gas transporter to prove that it took all such steps to avert danger to 
life or property as were reasonably practicable.

A5B It  is  the duty of  any gas service worker to  take all  steps necessary to 
ensure that, if it is informed by any person Athe informantB or otherwise 
knows of an escape of gas Aother than one, in the case of a gas transporter,  
that it is required by subsection A1B to preventB, it passes the information 
on, without avoidable delay G 

AaB to a responsible person, that is to say, a person appearing to it G

AiB to be responsible Awhether under this  section or otherwiseB 
for preventing the escapeC or 

AiiB to be the gas transporter from whose gas pipeline network the 
gas is escapingC or
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AbB to  a  person  nominated  by  a  responsible  person  to  receive 
information on the responsible personHs behalf about escaping of 
gas. 

A6B For the purposes of subsection A5BAbB, there is sufficient compliance if the 
gas service worker is reasonably satisfied that the informant has passed on 
the information, without avoidable delay, to the nominated person. 

A7B For the purposes of subsections A5B and A6B, references to the passing on of 
information to  a  nominated person are  references  to the passing on of 
information to that person in such manner Aif anyB as may be specified by 
the responsible person by whom that person was nominated.

1 . S'%pected e%cape% o� (a%. 

A1B >here a gas transporter has reasonable cause to suspect that gas conveyed 
by the gas transporter which has escaped, has entered, or may enter any 
premises, the gas transporter must take all steps necessary to avert danger 
to life or property. 

A2B If a gas transporter fails to comply with subsection A1B,  he commits an 
offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding seventy=five 
thousand dollars.

A3B In any proceedings for an offence under subsection A2B, it is a defence for 
the gas transporter to prove that it took all such steps to avert danger to  
life or property as were reasonably practicable.

1&. Po2er to di%connect and interr'pt %'ppl) o� (a%.

A1B >here, on the occurrence of a fire or on the reasonable expectation or 
occurrence of an operational emergency, a gas transporter, a gas service 
worker or an authorised officer is of the opinion that immediate action is  
necessary G 

AaB in the interests of public safetyC 

AbB in order to repair damaged gas pipelinesC 

AcB in order to avoid undue interference with the efficient conveyance 
of gas and shipping of gas to consumersC 

AdB for  the  construction  of  any  new  work,  alteration  to  or  the 
maintenance of any existing workC 

AeB for the installation, change or removal of any meterC or 

AfB for the conservation of the supply of gas, the gas transporter or gas 
service  worker  or  authorised  officer  Aas  the  case  may  beB  may 
immediately disconnect or divert the supply of gas to any premises 
and  must  immediately  thereafter  give  written  notice  of  the 
disconnection or diversion to the owner or occupier of the premises. 
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A2B A gas service worker or authorised officer shall not be liable under  this 
section in respect of any injury, loss or damage suffered by any person by 
reason of G

AaB any failure to provide or delay in providing any supply of gas or 
any associated gas fitting or gas applianceC or 

AbB any failure, interruption, suspension or restriction of any supply of 
gas  which  has  not  been  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  gas 
transporter,  gas  service  worker  or  authorised  officer,  as  the  case 
may be.

TERMINATION OF FACILITIES AND A�ANDONMENT

1*. Licen%ee to (i$e notice.

A1B >here a licensee is of the opinion that G

AaB the facility or activity is no longer requiredC 

AbB the facility or activity is not economically justifiableC or 

AcB another  person  is  willing  and  able  to  assume  the  rights  and 
obligations  of  the  licensee  concerned  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements and objectives of this  Act, 

the licensee must give URCA at least one yearIs notice where the licensee 
intends to abandon the facility or terminal.

A2B >here URCA receives a notice pursuant to subsection A1B,  URCA may
revoke the licence and G

AaB approve  the  transfer  or  rights  and  obligations  to  the  interested 
personC

AbB take such steps as are necessary to identity an alternative person to 
manage or secure the facilityC 

AcB take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  prevent  damage  to  the 
environment or damage by others.

A3B >here a licensee fails to give notice pursuant to subsection A2B, and the 
licensee  abandons  the  facility  or  terminal,  URCA may  take  action  as 
specified in subsection A2B and in such case, the licensee shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine of five hundred thousand dollars and to any other  
applicable fine.
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PART < - PR!=I>ITI!N !- ANTI-.!MPETITI<E 
A+REEMENTS AN, PRA.TI.ES

1/. Anti-competiti$e a(reement%.

A1B Subject to subsection A5B, no person shall without the grant of an approval 
by  URCA  enter  into  a  contract  or  arrangement  or  arrive  at  an 
understanding which G

AaB contains a provision that has the purpose, or has or is likely to have 
the effect, of substantially lessening competition in the gas marketC 
or

AbB creates new monopoly situations in the generation, transmission or 
supply of natural gas in The <ahamas.

A2B No person shall give effect to a provision of a contract, arrangement or 
understanding  that  has  the  purpose,  or  has  or  is  likely  to  have  anti=
competitive effects.

A3B Subsection A2B applies G

AaB where the contract, arrangement or understanding is, or is intended 
to be, implemented in The <ahamasC and

AbB to  a  contract,  arrangement  or  understanding  implemented  on  or 
after the date this Part comes into operation.

A4B Subject to subsection A3B, a contract, arrangement or understanding which 
is prohibited by subsection A1B is unenforceable and or void.

A5B This section G

AaB is  subject  to the functions and powers of an approving authority 
under this ActC

AbB does not apply to or invalidate any practice or conduct that has been 
authorised under Part 9 or Part 9IC and

AcB applies,  but  is  not  limited to,  to such contracts,  arrangements or 
understandings as  may be specified by URCA in regulatory and 
other measures.

11. A"'%e o� dominant po%ition.

A1B A person that has a substantial degree of power in a natural gas market in 
The <ahamas shall not take advantage of such power for the purpose of 
G

AaB restricting the entry of a person into that or any other marketC

AbB preventing  or  deterring  a  person  from  engaging  in  competitive 
conduct in that or any other marketC

AcB eliminating a person from that or any other marketC or
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AdB engaging in courses of conduct which are or may be detrimental to 
the interests of consumers of natural gas in The <ahamas including 
economic interests, or interests in respect of health, safety or other  
matters, which may affect natural gas services within The <ahamas.

A2B The existence of a purpose referred to in subsection A1B may be inferred 
from  the  conduct  of  any  relevant  person  or  from  the  relevant 
circumstances.

A3B For the purposes of this  section, a reference to a person includes two or 
more persons that are interconnected.

A4B This section applies, but is not limited to, such conduct constituting abuse 
of a dominant position as may be specified by URCA in regulatory and 
other measures.

13. Po2er to in$e%ti(ate competition matter%.

URCA  may  conduct  an  investigation  if  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for 
suspecting that section 87 or 88 has been infringed.

34. Po2er 2hen cond'ctin( competition in$e%ti(ation%.

A1B For the purposes of an investigation under section  89,  URCA may,  by 
notice in writing to any person, require that person to produce to URCA a 
specified  document,  or  to  provide  URCA with  specified  information, 
which URCA considers relates to any matter relevant to the investigation.

A2B A notice under subsection A1B shall indicate G

AaB the subject matter and purpose of the investigationC

AbB the nature of the offenceAsB being investigated.

A3B URCA may specify in the notice G

AaB the time and place at which any document is to be produced or any 
information is to be providedC and

AbB the manner and form in which it is to be produced or provided.

A4B The power under this section to require a person to produce a document 
includes the power G

AaB if the document is produced G 

AiB to take copies of it or extracts from itC and  

AiiB to require such person, or any person who is a present or past 
officer of his, or is or was at any time employed by him, to 
provide an explanation of the documentC 

AbB if the document is not produced, to require such person to state, to 
the best of his knowledge and belief, where it is.
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31. ,eci%ion �ollo2in( competition in$e%ti(ation.

>here, following an investigation conducted under section 89, URCA considers 
that section 87 or 88 has been infringed and URCA proposes to make a direction, 
URCA shall G

AaB give  written  notice  to  the  person  likely  to  be  affected  by  such 
directionC and

AbB give such person an opportunity to make representations to URCA.

PART <I - MER+ER .!NTR!L >Y 0R.A

32. 0R.A to appro$e a chan(e o� control in relation to licen%ee%.

 A1B >ithout prejudice to any other law or existing obligations in a licence to 
notify URCA of changes in control, a person shall not implement a change 
in control of a licensee without obtaining the prior written approval of 
URCA in accordance with this Part.

A2B Failure to obtain prior written approval of URCA makes the acquirer and 
the licensee liable to G

AaB prosecution for an offence under subsection A7BC

AbB an adjudication by URCA and an order under  section 105 for the 
acquirer to divest or procure the divestment of the licensee or any 
part of the licensee as a going concern to a purchaser on terms of  
sale approved by URCAC or

AcB both AaB and AbB.

A3B The acquirer or the licensee must apply for approval by notifying URCA 
within seven calendar days of concluding an agreement, or announcing a 
public bid, that would result in a change in control of a licensee.

A4B The notification referred to in subsection A3B shall be in writing in such 
form and manner as may be specified by URCA and include G

AaB a description of the terms of the transactionC

AbB information  about  the  acquirer  and  the  licensee,  each  of  their 
shareholders and any person being the beneficial owner or voting 
controller of more than fifteen percent of the voting shares of either,  
or both of the acquirer and the licenseeC

AcB financial  information  of  the  persons  involved in  the  transaction, 
including G

AiB annual revenues from the provision of natural gas servicesC

AiiB copies of the most recent  annual and quarterly reports and 
financial statementsC and
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AiiiB a  description  of  the  gas  market  or  markets  in  which  the 
persons involved in the transaction operate.

A5B URCA may, for the purpose of carrying out its functions under this Part, 
request in writing from a licensee or acquirer in a merger application all 
necessary information.

A6B A request made by URCA under subsection A5B shall G

AaB state the legal basis and the purpose of the requestC

AbB specify what information is requiredC

AcB state the time limit within which information is to be providedC and

AdB contain a warning that a failure to provide requested information 
within  the  time  limit,  or  the  supply  of  incorrect  or  misleading 
information, is an offence.

A7B A person who G

AaB contravenes subsection A1BC or

AbB on request made by URCA under subsection A5B, fails to provide 
requested information within the time limit, or supplies incorrect or 
misleading informationC

commits an offence.

A8B A person convicted of an offence under subsection A7B is liable to a fine 
not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars.

A9B In this Part,  an acquirer is a person who acquires, by whatever means, 
control of a licensee or part of the undertakings of a licensee.

3�. ?hen a chan(e in control ta:e% place.

 A1B A change in control occurs in relation to a licensee where a person, either 
alone or with an affiliated company G

AaB acquires control Aincluding by the acquisition of voting sharesB, by 
virtue of any powers conferred by the memorandum or articles of 
association or other instrument regulating the licensee or any other 
corporation or otherwise, to ensure that strategic decisions of the 
licensee  are  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  that 
personC

AbB becomes  the  beneficial  owner  or  voting  controller  of  more  than 
thirty percent of the voting shares in the licenseeC or

AcB becomes  the  beneficial  owner  or  voting  controller  of  more  than 
fifteen percent of the voting shares but not more than thirty percent 
of the voting shares in the licensee concerned unless that person, 
either alone or with any affiliated company G
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AiB is not, or does not concurrently become, the beneficial owner 
or voting controller of more than five percent of  the voting 
shares in any other licenseeC and

AiiB does not have the power Aincluding by the holding of voting 
sharesB, or does not concurrently acquire control Aincluding 
by the acquisition of voting sharesB, by virtue of any powers 
conferred by the memorandum or articles of association or 
other instrument regulating any other licensee or any other 
corporation or otherwise,  to ensure that  the affairs of  such 
other licensee are conducted in accordance with the wishes of 
that person.

A2B In this Part G

59oting contro47 means the control of, or ability to control, directly or 
indirectly, the exercise of the right to vote attaching to one or more 
voting shares in a licensee G

AaB by directing the exercise of, or directly exercising, as the case 
may be, the right to voteC

AbB through an entitlement to exercise the right to voteC

AcB through a nomineeC or

AdB through  or  by  means  of  a  trust,  agreement,  instrument, 
understanding  or  practice,  whether  or  not  having  legal  or 
equitable force or based on legal or equitable rightsC and

59oting contro44er7 means a person who exercises voting control.

3 . ;'e%tion%  to  "e  determined  ")  0R.A in  (rantin(  appro$al  in  a 
chan(e o� control.

URCA, on receiving a notification given under  section 92A3B, shall review the 
application and form an opinion  whether  a  proposed change  of  control  of  a 
licensee G

AaB would  have,  or  be  likely  to  have,  the  effect  of  substantially 
lessening competition in a market in The <ahamasC and

AbB whether the change of control would have an effect, or would be 
likely to have an effect, contrary to the public interest.

3&. Principle% to "e applied in apprai%in( a chan(e o� control.

 A1B For  the  purposes  of  section 94AaB  in  determining  whether  to  give  its 
consent, URCA shall take into account in particular G

AaB the  promotion  of  sustainable  competition  for  the  market  in  the 
natural gas sector within The <ahamas or part of The <ahamas in 
view  of,  among  other  things,  the  structure  of  all  the  markets 
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concerned  and  the  actual  or  potential  competition  from 
undertakings located either within or outside The <ahamasC and

AbB the market position of the licensee or licensees concerned and their 
economic  and  financial  power,  the  alternatives  available  to 
suppliers and users, their access to supplies or markets, any legal or 
other barriers to entry, supply and demand trends for the relevant 
services, the interests of the intermediate and ultimate consumers, 
and the development of technical and economic progress provided 
that it is to consumers advantage and does not form an obstacle to 
competition.

A2B To the extent that the creation of a joint venture or arrangement involving 
one or more licensees has as its object or effect the coordination of the 
competitive behaviour of licensees that remain independent, the creation 
of such joint venture shall be considered as though it were a change of  
control under this Part. In making this appraisal,  URCA shall take into 
account in particular G

AaB whether  two  or  more  parent  companies  retain,  to  a  significant 
extent,  activities in the same market  as the joint  venture or in a 
market  which  is  downstream or  upstream from that  of  the  joint 
venture or in a neighbouring market closely related to this marketC 
and

AbB whether  the coordination which is  the direct  consequence of  the 
creation of the joint venture affords the undertakings concerned the 
possibility of eliminating competition in respect of a substantial part 
of the products or services in question.

3*. Proced're% �or apprai%al o� a chan(e in control.

A1B >here URCA, on receiving a notification given under section 92A3B G

AaB forms an opinion that  the proposed change of control  would not 
have the adverse effects set out in section 94AaB or AbB, URCA shall 
issue an adjudication giving consent to the mergerC or

AbB forms an opinion that the proposed change would have the adverse 
effects set out in section 94AaB or AbB, URCA shall by adjudication 
take one of the following actions G

AiB declare  the  merger  incompatible  with  the  adverse  effects 
URCA has formed the opinion it  would have and deny its 
consentC

AiiB give  consent  subject  to  an  order  that  the  acquirer  or  the 
licensee  concerned  takes  the  action  that  URCA considers 
necessary to eliminate or avoid any such effectsC or

AiiiB give consent without issuing an order under subparagraph AiiB 
if  URCA  is  satisfied  that  any  substantiated  and  likely 
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efficiencies put forward by the acquirer or the licensee are 
necessary and outweigh any potential harm to consumers and 
citi@ens.

A2B URCA  shall,  within  thirty  calendar  days  of  receiving  a  complete 
notification, and, before forming any opinion or issuing any adjudication 
under subsection A1B G

AaB give  the  acquirer,  the  licensee  and  any  interested  persons  a 
reasonable opportunity to make representationsC and

AbB consider the representations, if any, made under paragraph AaB.

A3B URCA shall, by notice in writing, inform the acquirer and the licensee of 
G

AaB the adjudication made under subsection A1BC and

AbB where an adjudication is made under subsection AlBAbBAiiB, the action 
that URCA orders the acquirer or the licensee to take.

A4B The acquirer in an application for a change of control must G

AaB be a legal entity incorporated in The <ahamasC

AbB conduct the administration and management of the business which 
is the subject of the application from premises within The <ahamasC

AcB be  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  establish,  maintain  and  operate  a 
natural gas serviceC

AdB demonstrate  to  the  satisfaction  of  URCA that  the  applicant  has 
sufficient  intention,  financial  strength  and  resources  to  meet 
obligations  under  this  Act  and  to  provide  gas  services  in  an 
effective manner consistent with the sector policy objectivesC and

AeB meet any other requirements of URCA, including but not limited to 
the provision of information and data.

3/. Timeta"le �or apprai%al �or a chan(e in control.

A1B URCA shall promptly review a complete notification under section 92A3B 
and shall within sixty calendar days of receiving representations pursuant 
to section 96A2B G

AaB issue its adjudication under section 96A1BAaB or 96AlBAbBAiiB or 61A1B
AbBAiiiBC or

AbB inform the  acquirer  and  relevant  licensee  or  licensees  that  it  is 
opening an in=depth investigation under subsection A2B.

A2B URCA may open an in=depth investigation where it considers that there is 
a  significant  prospect  that  the  change  of  control  is  likely to  have  the 
adverse effects set out  in  section 94AaB or AbB and the parties have not 
volunteered any proposals to eliminate URCAHs concerns.
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A3B >ithin ninety calendar days of opening an in depth investigation under 
subsection A2B URCA shall issue its adjudication under the provisions of 
section 96 as applicable.

A4B The timetable in this  section shall be paused if URCA requests further 
information from the acquirer or relevant licensee under section 92A5B and 
complete  response  is  not  provided  to  URCA  within  the  time  limit 
specified in the request. 

A5B From the date when URCA receives a complete response to its request, 
the timetable shall re=start from the stage that it was paused.

PART <II - .!NS0MER PR!TE.TI!N 

31. .on%'mer protection.

Every consumer shall have the right G

AaB to make gas purchases under the terms established in the bilateral 
contracts.

AbB to choose the supplier for the purchase of natural gasC

AcB to request the verification of the proper operation of the metering 
equipment of their supplyC

AdB to  have  a  telephone  assistance  service  provided  by the  network 
operator  to  which  their  installations  are  connected,  operating 
twenty=four hours a day, to which they can turn to in the event of 
possible safety incidents in their installations. This number must be 
clearly identified in the invoices and in any case it will be provided 
by the supplier to the consumerC

AeB to have a contract with the supplier which specifies G

AiB the identity and address of the supplierC

AiiB the services provided, the quality level proposed and the term 
for the initial connectionC

AiiiB the type of maintenance service offeredC

AivB how to obtain up to date information on all applicable tariffs 
and maintenance chargesC

AvB the duration of the contract, the conditions for renewal and 
termination of  the services  and of the contract  and,  where 
permitted, the withdrawal from the contract free of chargeC

AfB to compensation and refund arrangements applicable if contracted 
quality  standards  are  not  met,  including  incorrect  and  delayed 
billingC

AgB to initiate a dispute resolution procedure in accordanceC
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AhB to  information  on consumer  rights,  including information on  the 
handling  of  complaints  clearly  communicated  through  bills  or 
natural gas company websitesC 

AiB to the terms and conditions shall be fair and shall be made known in 
advanceC

AjB to be duly notified in a transparent and comprehensible manner of 
any intention to modify the conditions of the contract and informed 
of their right to terminate the contract free of charge upon receipt of 
the noticeC

AkB to communications of price revisions shall include a comparison of 
the  prices  applied  before  and  after  the  revision,  as  well  as  an 
estimate  of  the  annual  cost  of  supply for  that  consumer  and its 
comparison with the previous annual costC

AlB to  receive  transparent  information  on  prices,  tariffs  and  general 
conditions applicable to access and use of gas servicesC

AmB to freely choose the method of payment and for any prepayment 
systems to be fair and adequately reflect likely consumptionC

AnB to change a supplier free of chargeC

AoB to have procedures for the handling their complaintsC

ApB to be informed of their rights to be supplied, in accordance with the 
provisions of applicable national legislation, with natural gas of a 
specified quality at reasonable pricesC

AqB to have at their disposal their consumption data and to be able, by 
explicit agreement and free of charge, to give access to the metering 
data to any supply undertakingC

ArB to be adequately informed of the actual gas consumption and the 
corresponding  costs  with  the  frequency  established  by  the 
contractual termsC and

AsB to receive a settlement of the account after any change of natural 
gas supplier, within a maximum period of six weeks from the date 
of the change of supplier.

33. .omplaint%.

A1B URCA shall  ensure  that  procedures  are  in  place  for  the  handling  of 
complaints by G

AaB consumersC and

AbB gas service providers.

A2B Any procedures put in place pursuant to subsection A1B shall G
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AaB allow for the fair and expeditious resolution of disputes within three 
months,  and  provide,  where  justified,  for  a  system  of 
reimbursement and compensationC

AbB comply with any principles governed by the law of arbitration.

A3B A person can a file complaint relating to G

AaB the supply of gasC

AbB unreasonable or excessive prices or tariffs imposed by a licenseeC or

AcB unreasonable  differences  regarding  the  supply  of  natural  gas 
services by licensees.

144. 0R.A to cond'ct in$e%ti(ation% into complaint%.

A1B URCA shall conduct an investigation into every complaint by G

AaB any person relating to the supply of gasC

AbB any persons relating to unreasonable or excessive prices or tariffs 
imposed by a licenseeC

AcB any  person  concerning  unreasonable  differences  regarding  the 
supply of natural gas services by licensees.

A2B Notwithstanding subsection A1B,  URCA may not  conduct  investigations 
into disputes  concerning breach of  contract  between a licensee and an 
eligible customer.

A3B A complaint made under subsection A1B must be in writing and submitted 
within the prescribed period and be accompanied by G

AaB supporting documentation or informationC and 

AbB a  statement  of  any  efforts  made  to  resolve  the  dispute  before 
resorting to URCA.

141. Alternati$e di%p'te re%ol'tion.

A1B URCA may,  if  requested  by a  party to  a  dispute,  act  as  arbitrator  in 
disputes between a licensee and a third party, in relation to any agreement 
related to the supply of or an aspect of a regulated service.

A2B URCA may appoint a suitable person to act as arbitrator on its behalf and 
any action or decision by a person so appointed is deemed to be an action 
of URCA.

A3B URCA may G

AaB exercise the powers and functions of an arbitrator under a contractC 
or

AbB act as an arbitrator in any natural gas related contract.

A4B The provisions of the Arbitration Act ACh. 1��B shall apply to any arbitral 
proceedings conducted pursuant to this section.
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A5B An appeal from an award or determination made by URCA shall lie to the 
Utilities Appeal Tribunal.

PART  <III 8 IN<ESTI+ATI!NS AN, EN-!R.EMENT >Y 
0R.A

IN�ESTIGATIONS

142. 0R.A to cond'ct in$e%ti(ation% (enerall).

A1B URCA may investigate one or more of the following G

AaB any contraventionC

AbB any alleged contraventionC and

AcB any circumstance where it has grounds to suspect a contravention, 
of any provision of this Act and any regulatory or other measure 
issued under this Act, including any licence issued under this Act.

A2B In conducting an investigation under subsection A1B, URCA shall have the 
power G

AaB to request in writing that any licensee and any undertaking subject 
to an investigation for a breach of the Act, provide the information 
and documents  set  out  in  the  request  within  an  amount  of  time 
specified by itC and

AbB to  enter  premises  and inspect,  copy and retain documents  to the 
extent  permitted  under  any  search  warrant  obtained  under 
subsection A3B.

A3B >here  information  provided  by  URCA Aor  other  personB  satisfies  a 
magistrate that URCA has reason to believe that G

AaB any person is contravening any part of this Act or any condition of 
any licence issued under itC and

AbB entry to specified premises is necessary for the enforcement of the 
provisions of this Act,

the  magistrate  may  issue  a  search  warrant  to  a  peace  officer  or  an 
employee of URCA.

A4B The peace officer to whom a warrant is issued may be accompanied by an 
authorised representative of URCA and may enter the specified premises, 
carry out search and inspection of those premises and test and sei@e any 
relevant apparatus, equipment or documents in accordance with the terms 
of the warrant.
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A5B >here under this section a person has the right to examine and test any 
equipment or apparatus on any premises it shall be the duty of any person 
who is on the premises, or is in charge of, or in attendance to give him 
such assistance as he may reasonably require in the examination or testing 
of the equipment or apparatus.

14�. Po2er to enter premi%e% 'nder 2arrant.

A1B URCA may apply to the Court for a warrant and the Court may issue such 
warrant if it is satisfied that G

AaB there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that there are on any 
premises  documents  which  are  required  to  be  produced  under 
section102C or

AbB there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that G

AiB there  are  on  any  premises  documents  which  URCA has 
power under section 102 to require to be producedC and

AiiB if the documents were required to be produced, they would 
not be produced but would be concealed, removed, tampered 
with or destroyed.

A2B A warrant under this section shall authorise a named officer of URCA, 
and any other of its officers whom URCA has authorised in writing to 
accompany the named officer G

AaB to enter the premises specified in the warrant, using such force as is 
reasonably necessary for the purposeC

AbB to search the premises and take copies of,  or  extracts  from,  any 
document  appearing  to  be  of  a  kind  in  respect  of  which  the 
application under subsection A1B was granted ADthe relevant kindEBC

AcB to take possession of any document appearing to be of the relevant 
kind if G

AiB such  action  appears  to  be  necessary  for  preserving  the 
document or preventing interference with itC or

AiiB it is not reasonably practicable to take copies of the document 
on the premisesC

AdB to take any other steps which appear to be necessary for the purpose 
mentioned in paragraph AcBAiBC

AeB to require any person to provide an explanation of any document 
appearing to be of the relevant kind or to state, to the best of his 
knowledge and belief, where it may be foundC and

AfB to  require  any information  which  is  held  in  a  computer  and  is 
accessible from the premises and which the named officer considers 
relates to any matter relevant to the investigation, to be produced in 

Page = 67



Natural Gas Act, 2024

a form in which it can be taken awayC and in which it is visible and 
legible.

A3B If, in the case of a warrant issued under subsection A1BAbB, the Court is  
satisfied that it is reasonable to suspect that there are also on the premises 
other documents relating to the investigation concerned, the warrant shall 
also  authori@e  the  action  mentioned  in  subsection  A2B  to  be  taken  in 
relation to any such document.

A4B If there is no one at  the premises when the named officer proposes to 
execute such a warrant, he must, before executing it G

AaB take such steps as are reasonable in all the circumstances to inform 
the occupier of the intended entryC and

AbB if  the  occupier  is  so  informed,  afford  him or  his  legal  or  other 
representative  a  reasonable  opportunity  to  be  present  when  the 
warrant is executed.

A5B If the named officer is unable to inform the occupier of the intended entry, 
he must, when executing the warrant, leave a copy of it in a prominent  
place on the premises.

A6B On leaving any premises  which he has  entered by virtue of  a  warrant 
under this section, the named officer must, if the premises are unoccupied 
or the occupier is temporarily absent, leave them as effectively secured as 
he found them.

A7B A warrant under this section continues in force until the end of the period 
of one month beginning from the day on which it is issued.

A8B Any document of which possession is taken under subsection A2BAcB may 
be retained for a period of three months.

A9B For the purposes of this section G

5name0 officer7 means the officer named in the warrantC

5occ68ier7 in relation to any premises, means a person whom the named 
officer reasonably believes is the occupier of those premises.

14 . Pri$ile(ed comm'nication%.

A person shall not be required, under any provision of this Part, to produce or 
disclose a communication G

AaB between a professional legal adviser and his clientC or

AbB made in connection with, or in contemplation of, legal proceedings 
and for the purposes of those proceedings,

which in proceedings in a court would be protected from disclosure on grounds 
of privilege.

Page = 68



Natural Gas Act, 2024

ENFORCEMENT

14&. 0R.A en�orcement order%.

A1B URCA may issue an order to enforce a determination or an adjudication 
made by URCA under this Act.

A2B An  enforcement  order  pursuant  to subsection A1B  may  be  issued 
concurrently with the determination or adjudication and may G

AaB require a licensee or any person that contravenes a provision of this 
Act, regulatory or other measures, or a licence condition, to do or to 
refrain  from doing  such  things  as  are  specified  in  the  order  to 
remedy, prevent or rectify the breach or anticipated breach which is 
the subject matter of the determination or adjudicationC and

AbB impose an objectively justified and non=discriminatory regulatory 
penalty on a licensee and notify the licensee that the licence may be 
revoked if the licensee fails to comply with the determination or 
pay URCA a penalty or both.

A3B >here a licensee fails to comply with an order or part of an order within 
the time determined by URCA, URCA may G

AaB impose a penalty or additional penalties for a continuous breach of 
the orderC and 

AbB suspend or  revoke  the  licence  with  immediate  effect,  where  the 
licensee was notified in the order that non=compliance could result 
in a penalty or licence revocation or both.

A4B URCA may on its own initiative or at the request of an affected party issue 
an  interim order  in  cases  of  urgency involving  a  risk  of  serious  and 
irreparable damage.

A5B An interim order shall G

AaB be limited to such reasonable period of time as URCA considers is 
required to complete its investigationC

AbB address only such actions or omissions that are likely to result in 
serious and irreparable damageC and

AcB be followed by a full investigation by URCA.

A6B On  completion  of  the  investigation  referred  to  in  paragraph  AcB  of 
subsection A5B, URCA shall issue a final order that confirms, amends or 
revokes the interim order.

A7B >here URCA issues an interim or final order under this section G

AaB the order shall be in writingC

Page = 69



Natural Gas Act, 2024

AbB the order shall specify the contravention that the licensee or other 
person has committed and the penalty imposed by URCAC

AcB a  copy of  the  order  shall  be  given  to  the  licensee  or  the  other 
personC

AdB the payment of any penalty imposed by the order may be enforced 
at  the  instance  of  URCA in  a  court  of  summary  jurisdiction 
regardless of the  amountC

AeB any steps taken by URCA to recover a penalty imposed by the order 
shall not preclude steps being taken to prosecute a person for an 
offence under this ActC

AfB upon satisfaction by a licensee of the requirements of the order, the 
licensee is not liable to further investigation by URCA in respect of 
the contraventionC

AgB the order shall be legally binding on the parties to the order unless 
suspended by an order of the TribunalC and

AhB URCA shall  promptly  publish  the  order  on  the  URCA website, 
taking  into  account  any  legitimate  reasons  of  commercial 
confidentiality that may apply.

14*. ,etermination% ") 0R.A.

A1B URCA may, upon application in writing by a person having an interest in 
the subject matter  of the determination, or upon its own motion where 
URCA has  reason  to  believe  that  a  determination  is  necessary,  make 
determinations relating to G

AaB a contravention of a provision of this Act,  or  an obligation on a 
licensee relating to the terms or conditions of a licence, including 
obligations  in  licence conditions,  regulatory and other  measures, 
standards or technical rulesC and

AbB any matter  in  respect  of  which  this  Act  provides  for  URCA to 
KKdetermineE or to Dmake determinationsE.

A2B URCA shall not consider applications for a determination that G

AaB are vexatious or frivolous or where the applicant lacks standingC

AbB do not fall within URCAIs functions of URCA under this ActC

AcB in the view of URCA, would involve resources disproportionate to 
the likely benefit ensuing from a determinationC or

AdB are inappropriate because, in the view of URCA, a determination is 
not  the most  effective or  efficient  manner  to  resolve the subject 
matter of the application.

A3B URCA shall, in making a determination G
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AaB consult persons with sufficient interest in the subject matter of the 
determination and provide reasons in writing for the determinationC 
and

AbB take into account the urgency of the application or an investigation 
commenced on its own initiative and consider whether an interim 
determination is required.

A4B URCA may issue an interim determination where G

AaB the application appears likely to succeedC or

AbB URCA is likely to find that a licensee has breached a provision of 
this Act, regulatory or other measures, or a licence condition and 
irreparable  harm would  result  if  an  interim determination  is  not 
made.

A5B URCA shall issue an interim determination for a specified period of time, 
renewable to the extent  necessary and appropriate,  and URCA shall  in 
determining the period of time consider the G

AaB length  of  time  required  to  complete  its  investigation  of  the 
applicationC

AbB extent  of  irreparable  harm  that  would  be  caused  if  no  interim 
determination were madeC and

AcB financial, administrative or other burden on the licensee.

A6B Subject  to subsection A2B,  where  a  person  applies  to  URCA  for  a 
determination URCA shall G

AaB acknowledge the application within five working days of receiptC

AbB expeditiously  request  from  the  applicant  or  other  parties  such 
additional  information  as  URCA reasonably  requires  to  make  a 
determinationC and

AcB use all reasonable efforts to make a determination no later than four 
months after receiving the application.

A7B Prior to issuing a determination under subsection A1B, URCA shall give a 
notice  of  preliminary  determination  to  the  proposed  addressee  or 
addressees specifying G

AaB the determination to be madeC

AbB the obligations the compliance or contravention of which are the 
subject of the determinationC

AcB in  accordance  with  subsection A9B,  the  period  during  which  the 
addressees have an opportunity to G

AiB make  representations  about  the  matters  in  the  preliminary 
determinationC
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AiiB comply with  the  obligations  referred  to  in  the preliminary 
determination  of  which  they  are  in  contravention,  where 
applicableC and

AiiiB remedy the  consequence  of  contraventions  notified  in  the 
preliminary determination, where applicable.

A8B URCA shall enclose with a notice of preliminary determination a copy of 
any order under  section 105 that URCA proposes to issue with the final 
determination.

A9B The period specified under subsection A7BAcB  in a notice of preliminary 
determination G

AaB shall  be  no  less  than  one  month,  commencing  on  the  day after 
which notice of the preliminary determination was givenC or

AbB may be a shorter period where the preliminary determination relates 
to a contravention and URCA has reasonable grounds for believing 
the contravention is a repeated contravention.

A10B URCA shall G

AaB consider  any  representations  or  objections  received  from  the 
addressees within the period specified in the notice of preliminary 
determinationC

AbB within one month commencing on the day after the expiry of the 
period specified in the notice, issue a final determination G

AiB referring  to  the  matters  contained  in  the  preliminary 
determinationC

AiiB summarising the representations and objections receivedC

AiiiB containing  the  response  of  URCA to  representations  and 
objections and URCAHs reasoning behind the determination 
in  sufficient  detail  to  enable  it  to  be  understood  and  the 
reasons for it to be knownC

AivB stating whether or not URCA intends to issue an order under 
section 105C and

AvB where URCA states that it  intends to issue an order under 
section 105, enclosing such enforcement orderC

AcB publish determinations promptly on the URCA website after taking 
into account legitimate reasons of commercial confidentiality  that 
may apply.

A11B Except in the case of repeated breaches, URCA shall not issue an order 
under section 105A2BAbB where in the opinion of URCA the relevant person 
has G

AaB complied  with  the  obligations  referred  to  in  the  preliminary 
determination of which they are in contraventionC and
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AbB remedied  the  consequence  of  contraventions  notified  in  the 
preliminary determination.

A12B A determination  is  legally binding  on  the  parties  to  the  determination 
unless suspended by order of the Tribunal.

14/. Ad#'dication% ") 0R.A.

A1B URCA may, acting on receipt of a complaint or notification or upon its 
own  initiative,  make  adjudications  relating  to  any  contravention  of 
sections 105, 106, or 92.

A2B An adjudication may impose behavioural or structural remedies which are 
proportionate to the infringement committed and necessary to bring the 
contravention to an end.

A3B URCA acting on its own initiative may issue an interim adjudication G

AaB on the basis of a ��
�� ���
� finding of contraventionC and

AbB in cases of urgency involving risk of serious and irreparable damage 
to competition.

A4B An  interim adjudication  under  subsection A3B  shall  be  for  a  specified 
period of time and may be renewed to the extent a renewal is necessary 
and appropriate.

A5B URCA, in determining the period of time referred to in subsection A4B, 
shall consider theG

AaB length of time required to complete its investigationC

AbB extent  of  irreparable  harm  that  would  be  caused  if  an  interim 
adjudication is not madeC and

AcB financial, administrative or other burden on the licensee.

A6B In making an adjudication, URCA shall G

AaB provide reasonable notice to a person who may be affected by the 
adjudicationC

AbB allow an affected person an opportunity to be heardC and

AcB  provide reasons in writing for the adjudication.

A7B URCA shall  establish  procedures  for  conducting  investigations  for  the 
purposes of sections 105 and 106 and for issuing adjudications under this 
section.

A8B Prior to issuing an adjudication, URCA shall G

AaB notify  each  party  against  whom  objections  are  raised  of  the 
objections  raised against  them by way of  a  written statement  of 
objectionsC and
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AbB in the notification to the parties of the statement of objections, set a 
time=limit  within  which  the  parties  may  respond  in  writing  to 
URCA to the objections raised.

A9B The  time=limit  referred  to  in subsection A4B  shall  be  no  less  than  one 
month,  commencing  on  the  day  after  which  the  notification  of  the 
statement of objections was given.

A10B The parties in their written statements in response G

AaB may set out all facts known to the parties which are relevant to their 
defence against the objections raisedC and

AbB shall attach any relevant documents as proof of the facts set out in 
the statements.

A11B Prior to issuing an adjudication, URCA may G=

AaB conduct  a  public  oral  hearing,  where  requested  to  do  so  by the 
parties in their statements in responseC and

AbB give  the  parties  an  opportunity  to  develop  arguments  in  their 
defence to the objections raised in the statement of objections.

A12B >here URCA states in a final adjudication that it intends to issue an order 
under  section  105, URCA shall issue the order at the same time as the 
final adjudication.

A13B URCA shall publish promptly its adjudications on the URCA website after 
taking into account legitimate reasons of commercial confidentiality that 
may apply.

A14B An  adjudication  shall  be  legally  binding  on  the  parties  to  whom the 
adjudication is addressed unless suspended by order of the Tribunal.

PART I@ - APPEALS T! T=E 0TILITIES APPEAL 
TRI>0NAL

141. A'ri%diction o� the Tri"'nal.

The Utilities Appeal Tribunal has exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determine all 
appeals, matters and disputes referred to it, and to issue orders, in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act and the Utilities Appeal Tribunal Act ACh. 3��B.

143. Appeal% to the Tri"'nal.

A1B An appeal to the Tribunal may be made against the following appealable 
decisions by URCA G

AaB an adjudication by URCA under section 107, and any order issued 
under section 105 attaching to such adjudicationC
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AbB a determination by URCA under  section 106 and any order issued 
under section 105 attaching to such determinationC

AcB any decision by URCA for the modification or withdrawal ofG

AiB an adjudicationC

AiiB a determinationC

AiiiB an order attached to an adjudicationC

AivB an order attached to a determinationC or

AdB any decision by URCA, which has an immediate effect on a person 
and, in particular, does not require a further act to be given effectC 

A2B The Tribunal shall decide an appeal under subsections AlBAaB, AlBAdBAiB or AlB
AdBAiiiB on the merits and by reference to the grounds of appeal set out in  
the notice of appeal.

A3B The Tribunal shall decide an appeal under subsection AlBAbB by applying 
the same principles as would be applied by a court on an application for 
judicial review.

A4B The Tribunal shall decide all appeals, other than those appeals referred to 
in subsections A2B and A3B,  by drawing any inferences,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  findings  of  fact  made  by  URCA,  necessary  for  determining 
questions of law or jurisdiction.

A5B This section does not apply to G

AaB an  act  by  URCA,  to  institute,  bring  or  carry  on  a  criminal 
prosecutionC

AbB any preliminary step taken by URCA, for the purpose of enabling a 
criminal proceeding to be instituted.

114. Notice o� appeal.

A1B A person affected by an appealable decision of URCA, may appeal the 
decision by filing a notice of appeal with the Tribunal in accordance with 
the Tribunal Rules, and within twenty=one calendar days of the receipt or 
publication of the appealable decision.

A2B A notice of appeal shall set out the  section of this Act under which the 
decision appealed against was taken and the grounds of appeal.

A3B The grounds of appeal shall be set out in sufficient detail to indicate to 
what  extent,  if  any,  the  appellant  contends  that  the  decision  appealed 
against was based on an error of fact or was wrong in law or both.
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PART @ 8 !--EN.ES6 -INES AN, PENALTIES

111. +eneral o��ence%.

 A1B A person who wilfully tampers with or adjusts an installation, or part of an 
installation, so as to cause or to be likely to cause G

AaB danger to human life or limbC or

AbB damage to any apparatus or other property,

commits an offence and is liable on conviction for each such offence to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years.

A2B A person who, by any reckless or negligent act or omission in respect of 
an installation under his control,causes injury to any person or damage to 
property commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment 
for  a  term not  exceeding  two  years  or  to  a  fine  not  exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars or to both such imprisonment and fine.

A3B A person who in any manner dishonestly G

AaB abstracts gasC

AbB consumes gasC

AcB uses gasC

AdB alters the index of a meter or other instrument used in connection 
with an installation under the control of a licensee for recording the 
output or consumption of gasC or

AeB prevents a meter or  instrument referred to in paragraph AdB from 
recording the output or consumption of gas, 

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two years or to a fine not exceeding fifty thousand dollars 
or to both such imprisonment and fine.

A4B A  person  who,  without  the  consent  of  the  licensee  and  relevant 
Government  agency  approvals,  affixes  or  causes  to  be  affixed  any 
advertisement,  bill  or  notice  or  any  paper  against  upon,  or  otherwise 
defaces, any building, post or bracket or other apparatus or the enclosure 
thereof used for or in connection with an installation under the control of 
the licensee commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not  
exceeding ten thousand dollars.

A5B A person who wilfully or negligently G

AaB causes gas  to be diverted from its proper courseC or

AbB breaks, throws down, causes to fall or damages any supply line or 
any post, pole, or other apparatus connected with the supply of  gas, 
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for 
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a term not exceeding six months or to a fine not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars or to both such imprisonment and fine.

A6B A person who G

AaB obstructs or impedes an employee, officer or agent of a licensee in 
the exercise of the licenseeIs duties under this Act or any regulations 
made pursuant to this ActC or

AbB fails to comply with an order or request lawfully given under this 
Act or regulations madeC

AcB wilfully obstructs an officer of  URCA in the performance of his 
duties, 

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars and, in the case of a continuing offence, to a fine not  
exceeding five hundred dollars for every day or part of a day during which 
the offence is continued after the first day of the conviction.

A7B >here a person is summarily convicted of an offence under this Part, a 
magistrate may make an order for expenses and costs incurred in relation 
to the prosecution of the offence.

112. Ma:in( o� �al%e %tatement%.

A1B Any person who G

AaB wilfully  or  fraudulently  procures  or  attempts  to  procure  for  the 
person or for any other person any gas licence under this Act by 
making or producing or causing to be made or produced any false 
or fraudulent representation or declaration verbally or in writingC or 

AbB knowingly aids or assists therein, commits  an offence.

A2B Any  person  who  seeks  to  obtain  entry  to  any  premises  by  falsely 
pretending to  be an employee of  URCA or  a gas licensee commits  an 
offence.

11�. ,ama(e to (a% plant or (a% pipe.

A1B Any person who G 

AaB removes, destroys or damages any gas plant or gas pipe which is 
part of a gas pipeline network owned by, or under the management 
or control of, a gas licenseeC 

AbB causes or permits the removal, destruction or damage of such gas 
plant or gas pipeC or 

AcB in any way other than by paragraph AaB or AbB, wilfully or recklessly 
hinders or prevents such gas plant or gas pipe from being used or 
operated  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  intended  to  be  used  or 
operated, 
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commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding one 
million dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or 
to both. 

A2B In any proceedings for an offence under subsection A1BAaB or AbB, it is a  
defence for the person charged to prove that the person took all reasonable 
precautions and exercised all due diligence to avoid the commission of the 
offence. 

A3B A person AAB may apprehend any other person A<B if < within AHs view 
commits an offence under this section and must, on such apprehension, 
hand  over  <  so  apprehended  to  a  police  officer  without  unreasonable 
delay. 

A4B This section applies to any infrastructure Aincluding valve chambers, pipe 
jacking sleeves, concrete casings and rock armourB housing or intended to 
house any gas transmission pipeline, as it applies to any gas plant or gas 
pipe  which  is  part  of  a  gas  pipeline  network  owned by,  or  under  the 
management or control of, a gas licensee.

11 . 0na'thoriBed connection 2ith (a% pipeline net2or:.

A1B Any person who G

AaB intentionally lays  or  causes  to  be laid  a  pipe or  a  gas  fitting to 
connect with any gas pipeline or gas pipeline network owned by, or 
under the management or control of, a gas transporter without the 
consent of the gas transporterC

AbB dishonestly or fraudulently abstracts, uses, consumes or diverts any 
gas supplied by a gas licenseeC

AcB alters or tampers with any part of any meter or meter installation for 
registering the quantity of gas supplied to any person or premisesC

AdB does anything that compromises or adversely affects the ability or 
proper  operation  of  any  meter  or  meter  installation  in  duly 
registering the quantity of gas supplied to any person or premisesC 
or

AeB causes or permits any other person to engage in conduct mentioned 
in paragraph AbB, AcB or AdB,

commits an offence.

A2B A person who is guilty of an offence under subsection A1BAaB, AbB, AcB, AdB 
or AeB shall be liable on conviction to one or both of the following G

AaB a fine that is the total of G

AiB an amount not exceeding L40,000C and

AiiB an amount equal to 3 times the value of gas G
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AAB diverted,  abstracted,  used  or  consumed  in  the 
commission of the   offence   under subsection A1BAaB 
or  AbB,  or  caused  or  permitted  to  be  so  diverted, 
abstracted, used or consumed in the commission of the 
offence under subsection A1BAeB, as the case may beC or

A<B supplied as a result of the commission of the offence 
under subsection A1BAcB, AdB or AeB, as the case may beC

AbB imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, and

AcB and,  in  the  case  of  a  continuing  offence,  to  a  further  fine  not 
exceeding two hundred dollars for every day or part of a day during 
which the offence continues after conviction. The value of the gas 
diverted, abstracted, used, consumed or supplied as mentioned in 
subsection A2BAaBAiiB,  may be determined based on the amount of 
such gas fairly and reasonably estimated after comparing records 
Aas are appropriate and availableB of gas usage before, during and 
after the diversion, abstraction, use, consumption or supply.

A3B In the case of any offence under subsection A1B, the gas transporter may 
disconnect  the premises of,  or  the relevant  gas shipper or relevant  gas 
retailer may discontinue the supply of gas to the premises of, the person 
referred to in that subsection.

11&. S'ppl) o� (a% ille(all) ta:en.

A1B >here any person takes a supply of gas which is in the course of being 
conveyed by a gas transporter, the gas transporter is entitled to recover 
from that person the value of gas so taken.

A2B >here G

AaB any  person  at  premises  which  have  been  re=connected  in 
contravention of  section  114A1B takes  a supply of gas which has 
been conveyed to those premises by the gas transporterC and

AbB the supply is taken otherwise than in pursuance of a contract,

the gas transporter is entitled to recover from that person the value of the 
gas so taken.

11*. -ail're to noti�) connection or di%connection.

A1B No person may connect or disconnect G

AaB any meter with a gas pipelineC

AbB any meter with an internal pipe connected to a gas pipelineC or

AcB any internal pipe to a gas pipeline through which gas is conveyed to 
any premises by a gas transporterC or
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unless  the person has  given forty=eight  hoursH notice  in  the prescribed 
form of an intention to do so to the gas supplier or to the gas transporter.

A2B A notice under subsection A1B must contain details of the time and place of 
the proposed connection or  disconnectionC and any other information that 
may be prescribed.

A3B Insofar as it is not reasonably practicable for a notice under subsection A1B 
to contain any information required by subsection A2B,  it  is a sufficient 
compliance  with  that  requirement  if  the  information  is  given  to  the 
relevant gas supplier or gas transporter Awithin forty=eight hours after the 
connection or disconnection is effected

A4B Any person who contravenes subsection A1B commits an offence and shall 
be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding four thousand dollars.

11/. 0n%peci�ied penaltie%.

A1B A person convicted of an offence under this Part for which no penalty is  
specified shall be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty thousand dollars 
and,  in  the  case  of  a  continuing  offence,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  two 
thousand dollars for every day or part of a day during which the offence is 
continued after the first day of the conviction.

A2B A person charged with an offence under this Part may be tried summarily 
on complaint made, as applicable, by URCA, or by a revenue officer or a  
peace officer in the name of the Minister or the Commissioner of Police, 
respectively.

111. Re('lator) �ine%6 penaltie% and remedie%.

A1B Subject  to subsection A3B a licensee who contravenes a provision of this 
Act, or a licence condition, or regulatory and other measures, is liable to a  
regulatory fine or other penalty determined by URCA, not exceeding ten 
percent of the licenseeIs relevant turnover.

A2B URCA may in respect of a contravention or breach of a provision of this 
Act, or a licence condition, or regulatory and other measures G

AaB issue a determination or adjudicationC

AbB issue an enforcement orderC

AcB amend, suspend or revoke the licenceC or

AdB any combination of AaB, AbB and AcB.

A3B An order issued by URCA imposing a regulatory fine or penalty G

AaB shall  specify the  date  on  which  such  regulatory fine  or  penalty 
becomes due and payableC

AbB where the order relates to the contravention of a licence condition, a 
code  of  practice,  or  regulatory  and  other  measures,  shall  in 
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specifying  the  date  afford  a  reasonable  period  within  which  to 
remedy the relevant contraventionC

AcB except in the case of repeated contraventions, shall not be enforced 
in  respect  of  the  regulatory  fine  or  penalty  where  the  relevant 
contravention has been remedied by the date specified in the orderC  
and

AdB may be enforced in the same manner as an order of a court.

A4B In specifying a date for the purposes of subsection A3B, URCA shall have 
regard to G

AaB the  seriousness  of  the  contravention  and  the  need  for  urgent 
remedyC and

AbB the  conduct  of  the  person  liable  to  pay  the  regulatory  fine  or 
penalty,  including  any previous  or  repeated  contravention  of  the 
same  or  any  other  licence  condition,  provision  of  the  Act, 
regulatory or other measures, or provision of any code of practice.

A5B A person who  fails  or  refuses  on  or  before  the  date  specified  for  the 
purposes of subsection A3B G

AaB to remedy a contraventionC or

AbB to pay a regulatory fine or penalty, 

shall in respect of each failure or refusal be liable to pay an additional 
daily default regulatory fine not exceeding one hundredth of one percent  
A0.01MB of the licenseeIs relevant turnover.

113. !ther re5'irement% not a��ected.

 A1B Nothing in this Part shall be construed to allow a licensee to do any act in 
breach of any applicable provision of any law, any regulatory or other 
measure or to grant it rights not granted in the licence.

A2B An  exemption  from  licensing  requirements  shall  not  affect  the 
requirement for persons to comply with all other applicable provisions of 
this Act, and any regulatory or other measure made or issued under this 
Act.

PART @I - MIS.ELLANE!0S

124. National intere%t matter%.

A1B During any period in which Article 29 of the Constitution applies and the 
Governor=General considers it necessary in the interests of defence, public 
safety and public order G
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AaB the  Government  shall  have  control  over  any and all  natural  gas 
supply systems or facilitiesC and 

AbB the  Governor=General  may,  for  use  by  the  Government,  take 
possession of and assume control over, or direct other persons as 
the Governor=General thinks fit to assume control over, part or all 
of  the  gas  supply  system of  any  licensee  or  of  any  generating 
stations or facilities.

A2B Notwithstanding any provision of this Act or any other law to the contrary,  
the  Governor=General  may,  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  powers 
conferred by subsection A1B, appoint and pay out of the Consolidated Fund 
temporary operative or engineering staff, for a period not exceeding six 
months, under such terms and conditions as the Governor=General may 
prescribe and determine.

A3B The Minister may, where the Government declares or seeks to prevent a 
civil emergency, consult with and give directions as the Minister considers 
requisite or expedient to a licensee or person to whom this section applies 
for the purpose ofG

AaB preserving the security of buildings or installations used for, or for 
purposes connected with, the regasification, transport, or the supply 
of  the gas sectorC or

AbB mitigating the effects of  the civil  emergency that  occurs  or may 
occur.

A4B A direction under subsection A3B G

AaB shall be given after consultation with the licensee or personC

AbB may direct that the licensee or person do, or not do, a particular 
thing specified in the directionC and

AcB notwithstanding any other duty imposed on the licensee or person 
by or under this  Act,  shall  be given effect  to by the licensee or 
person.

A5B The Minister shall lay before each :ouse of Parliament a copy of every 
direction given under subsection A3B unless the Minister is of the opinion 
that disclosure of the direction is against the interests of national security 
or the commercial interests of any person.

A6B A licensee or person under subsection A3B shall not disclose, or be required 
by  virtue  of  any  enactment  or  otherwise  to  disclose,  anything  done 
pursuant  to  a  direction  given  by the  Minister  where  the  Minister  has 
notified  such  licensee  or  person  that  in  the  MinisterIs  opinion  such 
disclosure is against the interests of national security or the commercial 
interests of some other person.
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A7B Subsection A3B applies to any licensee and to any person authorised by, or 
exempted  from the requirement  of,  a  licence to  import,  regasify,  ship,  
transport or supply gas.

A8B In  this  section,  a  civil  emergency means  any natural  disaster  or  other 
emergency which, in the opinion of the Minister, is or may be likely to 
disrupt gas supplies.

121. Tran%itional pro$i%ion%.

A1B Any existing operator engaged in any of the activities stipulated by this 
Act as requiring a licence, shall within ninety day from the date of the 
commencement of this Act, apply for a licence or exemption pursuant to 
section 17 and 18.

A2B >ithin  four  months  from the  date  of  the  commencement  of  this  Act, 
URCA shall  prepare  an  amendment  or  addendum  to  its  annual  plan 
prepared pursuant to section 41 of the URCA Act, to enable URCA to 
address  the  plans  for  the  natural  gas  sector  in  accordance  with  its 
functions under this Act.

122. Act% "ind% the cro2n.

This Act binds the Crown.

12�. Re('lation%.

URCA may make regulations prescribing for any matter that is necessary for 
carrying out the objectives of this Act and in particular with respect to G

AaB ensuring safety and compliance with good environmental practices 
along the whole value chain of natural gasC

AbB setting out the rights and duties of licensees and consumersC  

AcB regulating  matters  relating  to  the  import  of  gas,  including  the 
quantity of gas that may be imported and the mode of such importC

AdB regulating the operation of gas transport by pipeline which governs 
the rights and duties of the persons involved in such operation

AeB regulating the supply of gas, including gas quality, the installation 
and maintenance of fittings and appliances, and the connection and 
disconnection to the gas network 

AfB regulating gas retailers, including but not limited to requirements on 
gas  contracts  with  customers,  marketing  practices,  and  the 
procedures to deal with complaints from clients

AgB regulating gas meters, including but not limited to their installation, 
testing and data collection access.
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