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PROTOCOL ON COOPERATION
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
IN THE FIELD OF
PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF WILD LIFE

The Government of the Republic of Turkey and the Government of the Syrian Arab

Republic hereinafter called to as "The Parties™;

Expressing the desire to strengthen the friendly relations between Turkish and

Syrian People and to improve cooperation to protect and develop wildlife,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

In order to protect and develop wild life, the Parties shall cooperate through the sharing of
knowledge, experience, biological biodiversity (fauna) and technology on the basis of equity,

reciprocity and mutual benefit.

Article 2

The Parties have agreed on the following targets and activities in order to protect and develop

wildlife in Turkey and Syria:

OBJECTIVES
1. Objectives towards the Northern Bald Ibis (NBI):
In Turkey:
a) Initiation of necessary preparations for the supplementation of NBI from Turkey to
Syria,
b) Operation of plan on supplementing NBI from Turkey to Syria,

¢) Giving assistance to training technical personal - rangers - from Syria.



In Syria:
a) Protection and monitoring of the NBI,
b) Preparation of captive Breeding Station and training locals,
¢) Initiation of necessary preparations for the supplementation of NBI from Turkey to
Syria,
d) Operation of plan on supplementing NBI from Turkey to Syria,

e) Preparation of management plan for Ibis Protected Area.

2. Objectives on combating illegal wild animal trafficking of especially buzzard,

European goldfinch and white-spectacled bulbul.

a) To combat against illegal wild animal trafficking between two Countries.

3. Objectives on protected areas in cross border region between Turkey and Syria:
a) Establishment of protected areas regarding wildlife in cross border region between
Turkey and Syria,

b) Development of wildlife in these protected areas through collaborative works.

ACTIVITIES
1. Activities towards the Northern Bald Ibis (NBI):

In Turkey:

a) Initiation of the supplementation of NBI from Turkey to Syria,

b) Taking necessary permissions for supplementation of NBI from Turkey to Syria
successfully, carrying out the necessary official correspondences to get CITES
permission and to inform the customs officials for the entry of the birds from
Turkey to Syria,

¢) Inviting rangers from Syria to Birecik Breeding Station and sharing experience on
the captive Breeding Station,

d) Organizing exchange activities between Turkish and Syrian experts, discussion of
the ongoing activities within the framework of the Protocol and planning of future

work in collaboration with Syrian Authorities.



In Syria:

a) Initiation of the supplementation of NBI from Turkey to Syria,

b) Taking necessary permissions for supplementation of NBI from Turkey to Syria
successfully, carrying out the necessary official correspondences to get CITES
permission and to inform the customs officials for the entry of the birds from
Turkey to Syria,

¢) Monitoring the breeding success of the NBI and sharing the obtained information
with the Turkish Authorities,

d) Organizing the visit of rangers in Syria to Birecik Breeding Station, sharing
experience on the captive breeding with the Syrian Authorities,

e) Organizing exchange activities between Turkish and Syrian experts, discussion of
the ongoing activities in the frame of the Protocol and planning of future work in

collaboration with Turkish Authorities.

Activities on combating illegal wild animal trafficking of especially buzzard,

European goldfinch and white-spectacled bulbul:

a) Initiating dialogue between two Country Authorities on the subject,

b) Increasing the knowledge of the officers working in the cross border region on the
illegal animal trafficking,

¢) Harmonization of the legal infrastructures of two Countries in order to prevent
illegal animal trafficking,

d) Exchange of information between the Authorities of two Countries on the Turkish
and Syrian hunters making illegal animal trafficking,

e) Applying sanctions to the Turkish and Syrian hunters making illegal animal
trafficking through the information gathered from Turkish and Syrian Authorities,
in their own Countries.

Activities on protected areas in cross border region between Turkey and Syria:

a) Identification of required activities for improving the wildlife in the protected areas
that will be established in the cross border region by organizing meetings between
the experts and technical staff of two Countries,

b) Exchange of experts between two countries by participation of at least 3 (three)
experts to study on the wildlife development activities that will be organized each
year,

¢) Initiation of wildlife development studies with the collaboration of two Countries.



Article 3
The Parties shall cooperate on the subjects enlisted in article 2 through:
a) Organization of training program, meeting, conference and symposium,
b) Organization of scientific and technical research / program,

c) Exchange of researcher, advisor, expert and member of non-governmental

organization,
d) Elaboration of cooperation projects,
¢) Declaration of “Sister Protected Areas” having common properties,

f) Any other forms of cooperation deemed necessary by the Parties.

Article 4

The Parties shall cooperate within the framework of the relevant legislation applicable
in each Party and of the appropriated funds allocated for this target.

In order to achieve cooperation, the Parties shall exchange experts and trainees in the agreed
fields in a way that the travel expenses shall be covered by the sending Country and the cost

of living allowance shall be the responsibility of the host Country.

Article 5

Any dispute that may arise from interpretation or implementation of this Protocol shall be

resolved by negotiation between the Parties.

Article 6

To ensure the efficient implementation of cooperation under this Protocol, a Joint
Committee shall be established by the Parties and this Joint Committee shall be operated

as follows:

a) Within three (3) mounts following the entry into force of this Protocol, each Party shall
designate a National Coordinator to be responsible for the management of cooperation
activities under this Protocol. National Coordinator shall be in the level of Head of

Department.



b) Each Party shall notify each other regarding the name of the National Coordinator they
designated. Each Party may designate a substitute of the National Coordinator at any

time upon written notice to the other Party.

¢) National Coordinators shall cooperate to prepare the Joint Working Programme

containing the cooperation activities enlisted in article 2.

d) National Coordinators shall co-chair the Meeting of the Joint Committee done at any
time in order to discuss the activities enlisted in article 2 and shall follow the
implementation of the recommendations taken at the end of the Joint Committee
Meeting.

Article 7

This Protocol may be amended upon mutual written consent of the Parties at any time. These

amendments shall enter into force according to the procedure established in article 8 of this

Protocol.

Article 8

This Protocol shall enter into force on the date of the receipt of the last written notification by

which the Parties notify each other, through diplomatic channels, of the completion of their

internal legal procedures required for the entry into force of the concerned document.

This Protocol shall remain in force for a period of one (1) year. Its validity shall be

extended for further period of one (1) year unless either of the Parties gives to the other

written notice of six (6) months in advance, through diplomatic channels, of its intention
to terminate it before the date of expiry.

Signed in two (2) original copies in Turkish, Arabic and English languages, all texts being

equally authentic. In case of any divergence of interpretation, the English text shall

prevail.

ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT

OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
Veysel EROGLU Kaoukab Alsabah DAYA
Minister of Environment and Forestry Minister of

State For Environment Affairs

Date: 26 May 2010 Date: 20/10/2010
Place: Ankara Place: DAMASCUS
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