
TREATY BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA AND THE GOVERNMENT 

OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH ON SHARING OF THE GANGA/ GANGES 

WATERS AT FARAKKA. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA AND THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH, 

DETERMlNED to promote and strengthen their relations or 
!riendship and good neighbourliness, 

INSPIRED by the common desire of promoting the well-being 

of their peoples, 

BEING desirous of sharing by mutual agreement the waters of 

the international rivers flowing through the territories of the 

two countries and of making the optimum utilisation or the waier 

resour-ces of their- region in the fields of flood management, 

irrigation. river basin development and generation of hydro-power 

for the mutual benefit of the peoples of the two countries, 

RECOGNlSlNG that the need for mal<.ing an arrang·ement ·ror , 

sharing of the Ganga/ Ganges waters at Farakka in a spirit of 

mutual accommodation and the need for a solution to the long-term 

problem of augmenting the flows of the Ganga/ Ganges are in the 

mutual interests or the peoples or the two countries, 

BEING desirous or finding a. rair and just solution without 

a. r !' e c t i ng the r- i g ht s and en t i t l em en t s o r e i the r- count r■ y o the r 

than those covered by this Treaty. or establishing any gener-al 

Principles of law or precedent, 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

ART!CLE -I 

The quantum of waters agr-eed to be r-e leased by India to 

Bangladesh will be at Farakka. 



ARTICLE -II 

Ci) The sharing between India and Bangladesh at the Ganga 

/ Ganges waters at Fara!<ka by ten day periods tr-om the 1st 

January to the 31st Hay every year will be with reference to tne 

ror-muta at Annexure rand an indicative schedule giving the 

impiications or the sharing arrangement under Annexure I is at 

Annexure 11. 

(ii) The indicative schedule at Annexure II. as re!erred to 

in sub para (i) above, is based. on 40 years (1949-1988) 10-day 

period average ava i 1 ability oC water at Fa.rakka.. Every eftort 

would be made by the upper riparian to protect flows of water at 

Fara.i..:ka as in the 40-years average availability as mentioned 

above. 

(iii) !n the event flow at Farakka !ails be!ow 50,000 cusecs 

in any 10-day period, the two governments w i. l l enter into 

immediate consul tat i.ons to make adjustments on an emergency 

basis, in accordance with the principles of equitj,-, Ca.ir play and 

no harm to either party. 

ARTICLE-[!! 

The waters released to Bangladesh at Farakka under Article 

I shall not be reduced below Farakka except for reasonable uses 

or waters, not exceeding 200 cusecs, by India between Farakka and 

th.e po int on the Ganga / Ganges wh.et"e both its banks are in 

Bangladesh. 

ART[CLE - (V 

A Committee consisting or representatives nominated by tne 

two Governments in equal numbe,:-s (h.er-einatter cal led tl1e Joint 

Committee) shat I be const ttuted tot lowing the signing or this 

Treaty. The Joint Committee snall set up suitable teams at 

Farakka and Hardinge Bridge to obset"ve and recor-d at Farakka the 



da i 1 Y t lows below Far-akka Barrage, in the Feeder Canal , and at 

the Navigation Lock, as well as at the Hardinge Bridge. 

ARTICLE -V 

The Jo i.nt Commit tee shall dee ide its own procedure and 

method or !unctioning. 

ARTICLE -vr 

The ,Jo int Cammi ttee shall submit to the two Governments all 

data collected by it and shall also submit a yearly report to 

l:>oth the Governments. Fol Jawing submission or the reports the 

two Governments will meet at appropriate levels to decide upon 

such further actions as may be needed. 

ARTICLE -vtr 

The .Joint Commtttee shall be ~esponsible ror implementing 

the arrangements contained in this Treaty and examining any 

ctift"iculty ar■ ising out or the implementation or the above 

arrangements and o ! the opera. t ion of Farakka Barrage. Any 

ctirrerence or dispute arising in this regard, i! not resolved by 

the Joint Committee, shal 1 be referred to the Inda-Bangladesh 

Joint Rivers._ Comrussion. I! the di!ference or dispute still 

remains unresolved, it shalt be referred to the two Governments 

which shall meet urgently at the appropriate level to resolve it 

by mutual discussion. 

AHTlCLE - vrrr 

The t. w o Gove r nm en t s r e cog n i S.:..e· t he need to ca opera t e w i th 

~a.ch other in finding a solution to the long-term problem of 

augment. i ng the r lows of the Ganga / Ganges during the dry season. 



ARTICLE-IX 

Guided by the pr inc i p I es or equity, fa 1 rness and no harm to 

either party I both the Governments agree to cone I ude water 

sharing Treaties/ Agreements with regard to other common rivers. 

AHT !CLE. -X. 

The sharing arrangement under this Treaty shall be reviewed 

by the two Governments at ftve years' interval or earlier-, as 

required by either party and needed adjustments, based on 

principles ot" equity, rairness, and no harm to either party 

made t~ereto, it necessary. it would be open to either party to 

seek the r irst review arter two years to assess the impact and 

wortdng of the sharing arrangement as contained in this Treaty. 

ARTICLE -XI 

For the period or this Treaty, in the absence ot" mutual 

agreement on adjustments fol I-owing reviews as mentioned in 

Article X, India shall release downstream of Farakka Barrage, 

water at a rate not less than 90% (ninety per cent) of 

Bangladesh's share according t.o the formula referred to in 

Article!!, until such time as mutually agreed !lows are decided 

upon. 

AHT(CLE - xrr 

This Tc-eaty shall ent.er into force upon signature and shall 

r-ema.in in force roe- a period of thirty years and it shal I be 

renewable on the basis of mutual consent. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorised 

thereto by the respective Governments, have signed this Treaty. 



0ONH at New De!hi 12th December, 1996 in Hindi, Bangla and 

£ng 1 ish languages. In the event or any conflict between the 

texts, the English text shall prevail. 

(H.D. DEVE GOWdA) 
PHlHE MINISTER, 
HEPUl::3LlC OF INDIA. 

A vaifal>ilit y at 
farakka 

70,000 cusecs 
or less 

70,000 - 75,UOO 
cusecs 

75,000 cusecs 
or more 

ANNEXURE-t 

(SIIEIKH HASINA) 
PRIME MINISTER, 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH. 

Sha,~ r,f [ndta Sha.rir, or 
BangJadesh 

50% 

Ba.lance or 
flow 

40,UOO cusecs 

35,000 cusecs 

Balance of 
flow 

Subject to the condition that India and Bangladesh each shall receive 
guaranteed 35,000 cusecs of water in alternate three lo-day periods 
during the period Harch l to May 10. 

* * * * 



ANNEXURE - It 

Schedule 

(Sharing ,,r waters a.t Fu.rakl<n. between January 01 and May 31 every 
year.) 

II actual availability corresponds to average !lows of the period 1949 to 
1988, the implication of the fol"'mula in Annex-! for the share or each side 
ls: 

Period Av,,rage or India's share Bangladesh's 
tot.al rtow share 
1949-88 
(cusecs) Ccttsecs) (cuseesJ 

.Jan 
1-LO 107,516 40,UOO 67.516 
11-20 97,573 40,000 57,673 
21-31 90.154 40,000 50,154· 

Feb 
1-10 86,323 40,000 46,323 
11-20 82,059 40,000 ,,2,859 
21-28 79,106 40,000 39,106 

March 
1-10 74,419 39,419 35,()00 
11-20 68,9:3 t 33,931 35,000* 
21-31 64,688 :35,UOO* 29,688 

April 
1-f(J 63.180 28.180 35,CJOO* 
11-20 f;2.o33 :J5,CJCJCJ* 27.633 
21-30 6U,992 25,992 35.0CJCJ* 

May 
1-10 67,351 35.00C}* 32.351 
l 1-20 73,590 :m.sso 35,000 
21-31 81,854 40,000 . 41,854 

(* Three ten day periods during which 35~000 cusecs 

shall be provided)-. 


