
AGREEMENT BETWEEN' 

'THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
~O TKE GOVERNMENT OF TM-£ IEUPOSLI C: OF LITHUANIA 

CONCERNING FISHERIES OFF ?HE C°"-STS OF THE UNITED STATES 

The Government of the United States of America and the 
Government ot the Republic of Lithuania (hereafter refeEred 
to as II the United States'' and It the Li tnuania" 1 respective l y, 
or nth~ Par~ies" ]. • 

Considering their common concern for t he rational 
management, conservation and achieve.ment of optiml,,l.Jn yield of 
fish stocks off the coasts of the United States; 

Recogntzing that the United States has es t ablished by 
Presidential Proclamation of March 10, 198 3 an exclusive 
economic 2.one within 200 nautical mil es of its coasts within 
which the United States has sovereign rights over the living 
resources of the continental 5helf appertaining to the 
United States and anadromous species of fish of United 
States origin; and 

Desirous of @st a.bl ishingi reasonable terms and eondi tions 
pertaining to fisheries of mutua.l concern over which the 
United States has sovereign rights to explore, exploit, 
conserve and banage; 

Hav~ agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

The purpose of this Agreement is to promote e!tective 
const!rvation, rational management and the achievernen.t of 
optim.lllil yield i n the fisheries of mutua l in: erest off the 
co~st of the Un~ted States, co Eaci:~tate the r~pid and f&ll 
development of United States fishin9 i~1~stry ana c~ 
establish a conrnon unders tand-ng of thi; r;: ~nc ipl es and 
procedures under whi,;-h t ishing may be cond.·.1.c:t ej by na t 2ona ls 
and vessels of the Lithuania for the _1ving ~eso~rces over 
which the United States has sovereign rights to explore, 
exploit, conserve and manage. 

AATICL.£ II 

As used i n this Agreement, the term 
1. "liv ng re~ources over wh_ch the United States has 
sovereign rights to explore, exploit, conserve and manage" 
:means a 11 f ish w:J. thin the exclusive econom:.c :zo:-ie of the 
United States, all anadro:mous species of t'iSil th~t. :sp~ h•n in 
the f::-esh or e.stuarine war.:ers of the U!il t.ed St.=.te~ and 



mig~ate ~o ocean waters while present in ~he Gnited States 
exclusive economic zone and in a=e~s beyond nation~l 
fi~heries Jurisdictions recognized by the United States ano 
all living resources of the continental shelf apperta 1.ninq 
to the United States; 

2. fffish~ means all finf~sh. 
other forms 0 f marine animal 
marine mammals and birds: 

3. Rfishery~ means 

mo luscs, 
and plant 

crustaceans, 
life, other 

and 
t:han 

a. one or more stocks ot fish that can be treated as a unit 
for purposes of conservation an•d management and th.at are 
identified on the basis o! geog:rap!uc:a.!., scienti.f ic, 
technical, recreational and economic characteristics; and 
b. any fishing for such stocks; 

4. •eclusive ec:onomic zone" means a 2on~ contiguous to the 
territorial sea of the United States, the seaward boundary 
ot which is a line drawn in such a JnAnner that each point on 
1 t is 200 nautical miles from the has el ine from. which the 
breadth ot the territorial sea o:f the United States is 
measured; 

5. fffishing~ means 
a. the catching, taking or harvesting of fish; 
b. the attempted catching, taking o.r harvesting of .t.ish; 
c:. any other activity that can r@asonably be expected to 
result in the catching, taking or harvesting of fish; 
d. any operations at s~a, including processing, directly in 
support of, or in preparation for, any activity described in 
subparagraphs a. through c. above, provided that such te~m 
does not include other legi tiroa te uses ot the high seas, 
including any scientific research activity; 

6. "'fishing ves.s-el" :means a.ny vessel, boat, ship, or other 
craft is used for, equipped to be used fo:r, or of a type­
that is no~mal ly u~~d for 
a . fishing; or 
b. aiding or assisting one or more ·vessels at sea 1n the 
per for:nance of any acti vi c.y re la ting to f _ shinq, : ncl udir-.g 
prepa riilt .:..on, supply,. st.orage, refrigeration, i:ni.nsporc c:<t 10n 

or processing; and 
'l. "marine ma:mrni}lN means any mai:nmal that is morphologically 
adapted ~o the ~arine envirorut1ent , including sea otte~s and 
members of the orders Sirenia, Finnipedia, and Cetacea, or 
primarily inhabits the G'IArine envirorut1ent such as polar 
bears. 



ARTICLE. III 

1. The United States is willing to allow access fo~ fishing 
vessels of th0 Lithuania. to harvest, in accordance with 
t e:rms and cond1 tions to be es tablisiled in ~crmi ts issl.led. 
under Article VII, that portion of the total a:lowable cat~h 
for a specific fishery that will no~ be harvesLed by Un-ted 
States fishing vessels and is determined to be available to 
fishing vessels of the Lithuania in accordanc@ with United 
States law. 

2. The Uni.ted States shall determine each year., subjec:t to 
such adjust.men.ts as may be appr·op.r:ta te a:nd ln accordance 
with United State~ law: 
a. the total alloi..•able 
optimum yield, taking 
scientific evidence, and 
factors; 

catch tor each fishery based on 
into account the best available 
social1 e~onomic and other relevant 

b~ the harvesting capacity of United States fishing vessels 
in ~espect o! each fishery; 
c. the portion of the total allowable catch for a specific 
fish@ry ~ to whieh a.i::cess will be provided, on a. periodic 
basic each year, to foreign f ishing vessels; and 
d. the allocation cf such portion that may be made available 
to the Lithuania. 
J. The United States shall determin@ ea.c-h yea.r the, measures 
necessary to prevent overfishing while achieving, on a 
continuing basis, the optimum yield !.tom eai;;h fishery in 
accordance with United States law. Such measures m.ay 
include, inter alia: 
a. designated areas where, .and periods when, fi sh.ing shall 
be permitted, limited, or COfiducted only by sp~cified types 
of fishing vessels or with spec fied t.ypes and quant1ties of 
fishing gea.r: 
b. liro-itations on the catch of fish based on area, species, 
size, :number, weight, se:!l, incidental c:a teh, total biomass 
or other factors; 
c. l imitations on the number and types of fishing T.ressels 
that may engage in fishing and/or on the nurr~c:r of days ,ea.ch 
vessel of t .. e total fl~et '.fr1.!Y engage in a c.es.19nated are~ 
for~ specified fishery; 
d. .requirements a:s to the types of gear Lr.a. t rni;,,y I o~ may 
not, be e~ployed; and 
e. cequi rements designed to faci li ta te enforc:ernent of such 
conditions and restrictions, in.eluding the maintenance of 
appropriate position - fixing and identi!ic~t~on equipment. 

4. The United st.a te:s 
deterrnination.s provided 
basis. 

:shall notify the L1 t.huan ii' 
for by this Article on a 

of the 
timely 



ARTICLE IV 

In dcitermining the portion ot. the surplus that may be- made 
available to the Lithuania and to other ~ountcies 1 the 
United States will decide on the basis of Che factors 
identified in U.S. law, including: 

1. wh9ther, ~nd to what extent, such nation imposes tariff 
barriers or nontariff barriers on the importation, or 
otherwise restricts the market access, of both Unit~d States 
fish and fishe.ry products, particul arly fish and fishery 
products for which the foreign nation has requested an 
allocation; • 

2. w.he:th@r.r and to what extent, such nation is coope.rat.1..ng 
with the United Stat~s in both the advancement of existing 
and new opportunities for fisheries exports from ~he United 
States through the purchase of fishery products from United 
Stat es processors and the advancement of fi.sh,er ies trade 
through purchase of fish and fishery products from United 
States fishe-rm.en, particularly fish and f ishery products for 
which the foreign nation has requested an allocation; 

3. whether, and to what extent# such nation and the fishing 
fleets of such nation ha~e cooperated with the United States 
in the enforcement of United States fishing regulations; 

4. whether, and to what extent, such nation requires the 
fish. harvested from the exclusive economic zone for its 
domestic consumption; 

5. '""hether, and to what extent, such nation otherwise 
contributes to, or foste.rs the growth of, a sound and 
economic United States fishin9 industry, i ncluding 
minimi~ing gear conflicts with fishing operations of United 
States fishermen, and transferring harvesting or processing 
t~chnology which wil l benefit th~ United States fishing 
industry; 

6. whether, and to what e~tene, the fishing vessels of such 
nation h~ve traditionally engaged in fisting in such 
fishery; 

7. whether, and to what extent, such nation is cooperating 
with the United States in, and making subs tant.ial 
contributions to, fishery research and the identif1cation of 
fishery resources; 

8. whether, and to what extent, such n~tion is cooper~ting 
with the United States in matters pertaining to 
a. the iroplementation of United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 46/215 of December, 1991 on Lar~e - scale Pelagic 
Driftnet Fishing; 



b. the conservation and management of ~madroroous speciesi 
and 
c. the conservation of the pQllock resource in the central 
Be,r-ing Se~; and 

9. such other matters as the Goverrunent of the United S~ates 
deems appropriate. 

ARTICLE V 

The Lithuania shall cooperate with and a.ss:ist t:he United! 
Stat@s in th@ development of the United States fishing 
industry and the increase of united States fishery exports 
by taking such measures as facilitating the import~tion and 
sale of United States f ishe,r-y p:roduci::.s, prov.iding 
in.forroa tion concerning technir;al and adrr.:t.nis trative 
requirements !or access of United St:ate!; .fishery prodluct:s 
into th.e Li t.huania, providing economic data, sharing 
expertise, facilitatin9 the transfer of harvesting or 
processing Lithuania, providing economic data, sharing 
expertise, facilitat ing the transfer of harvesting or 
proce,ssing technology to the United States fishing industry, 
facilitating appropriate joint venture and other 
arrangements, informing its industry of trade and joint 
venture oppoctun.ities with the United States, and taking 
other actions as may be appropriate. 

ARTI1CL£ VI 

The Lithuania shall take all necessary measures to ,ensure: 

1. that nationals and vessels of the Lithuania refrain from 
f shing for living resources over whic:h the United State5 
has :sover,eign rights to explore; e-x-ploi t:, col'lserve and 
:manage except as authori~ed pursuant to this Agreementi 

2. tha.t. all such ves:sels so authorized comply with the 
provisions of permits issued pur:suant to this Ag~eement and 
applicable laws of the United States; and 

3. that i:.he total allocation ref e ~red to l !":! Ar 1:1.c:le l I I, 
par&graph. 2. d. of this Agr:eernen t is not e.x.::eeded !o.L" ,HJY 
:f~shery. 

ARTICLE VII 

The Lithuania may subrn.it an application to the United States 
for a permit for each tishing v~ss@l o f the Lithuania that 
wishes to engage in fishi~g in the exclusive economic ~one 
pursuant to this Agreement. sueh application shall be 
prepa..red and procGissed in acr;or-dance with. the Annex, which. 
constitutes an integral pQrt: of this Ag.L"ee-ff.'l~nt. The United 
States may require the p~ymen~ of fees for sucn permits ~nd 
for fishing in the exclusive economic zone. ~hile such fees 



shal be applied without dis er imina tion, the fee level may 
vary depending u.poo t inter alia I whether, in the judgement 
of the United States, vessels or nationals of the Lithuania 
are harvesting United States origin ana.dromou~ species at 
unacceptable levels, or whether the Lithuan:a is failing to 
take sufficient action to benefit t~e ~cnservation and 
development of United StAtes fi~h~ries. The Lithuania 
undert~kes to keep the number of applications t.o the tn.initn.um 
J:"equired,.. in order to aid in the e ttii:ien.t administration of 
the permit p.rogr.!!fi. 

ARTICLE VJII 

The Lithuania shall ensure that nationals and vessels of t he 
Li thu.ania ref rain from harassing, hunting/capturing or 
killing. or a tte.mpting to harass1 hunt I capture or kill 1 

any marine, mammal within the ,exc:lusi ve economic zone, except 
as may be otherwise provided by a.n intern~tional agreement 
respecting marine .mammals to which the United States is i! 

party, or in accordance with sp-ecific authorization for and 
controls on incidental taking of marine mammals est~blished 
by the United State5. 

ARTICLE IX 

The Lithuania shall en.sure that in the conduct of the 
fisheries und~r this Agreement: 

l. the authorizing permit for each vessel of th.e Lithuania 
is prominently displayed in the wheel house of such vessel; 

2. appropriate position fixin9 and identification 
equipment, as determined by the United States1 is instal l~d 
a.nd :rn..aintained in working order on•each vessel; 

3 . designated United Staces observers are pe~m1tted to 
board, upon request, any such fishing vesse ~1 and shall bE 
accord@d the cou~tesies and a~conrnodatio~s p~ovided to 
ship ' s offi~ers while aboard 5uch vessel, ~nd owners, 
operators and crews of :such vessel shall cooperate with 
observers in the conduct of their- official duties, and, 
further, the United States shall be reimbursed for the costs 
incurred in the utili~ation of observers; 

4. agents are appointed a.nd maintained within the United 
States possessing t he authority to receive and respond to 
any legal process issued in the United State5 with respect 
to an own~r or operator of a vessel of the Lithuania for any 
cause arising out of the conduct of flshing activities for 
the living resources over which the United States has 



sove.r-eign rights to explore, exploit, conserve and l'lllanage; 
and 

5. all necessary measures a.re taken to 1min1,mize fishing gear 
conflict~ and to ensure the prom?t and adequQte compensation 
ot United States citizens for any loss, or damage co, their 
flshin~ vessels, fishing gear or catch1 and resulta~t 
economic loss, that is caused by any fishing vessel of 
Lithuania as determined by applicable United st.ates 
p.rocedures. 

ARTICLE X - . 
The Lithuania shall tak@ a.11 appropriate measures to as.s i st 
the United Stat,es in the enforcem.ent of its li;,.,.,s pertaining 
to fishing in the exclusive economic zone and to ensure that 
each vessel of the Lithuania. that engages in fishing for 
living resources over which the United States has 5overeign 
rights to explore, exploit, conserve and manage shall allow 
and assist the boarding and inspection of such vessel by any 
duly authorized enforcement officer of the United States and 
shall cooperate in such enforcement action a.s may '.be 
undertaken pu.r.suant to the laws of the United. St.ates. 

ARTICLE XI 

1 ~ The United States will impose appropriate penal ties, in 
accordance with the laws of the United States, on vessels of 
the Lithuania or their owners, op-era.tors, or crews that 
violate the requirements of thi.s Agreement. or of .a.ny perroi.t 
issued hereunder. 
2. Arrested vessels and their crews shall be promptly 
released, subject to such reasonable bond or ether security 
a5 may be determined by the court. 

34 In any case arising out of fishing activ ties under this 
Agreement, the penalty for violation of fishery regulations 
shall not include imprisonment except in the case of 
enforcement rela'::ed offenses sueh as a.:S:sault on. an 
enforcement officer or refusal to per~it board1ng a&d 
inspection. 

4. In cases of seizure and arrest of a vessel of the 
Lithuania · by the authorities of the United States, 
noti!i~~tion shall be given promptly through diplomatic 
channels in!o~roing the Lithuania of the action taken and of 
any penaltie5 5ubsequently imposed . 

AR 1'ICLE XI I 

1. The United States and! t:he Li th1,1an a .s-h~ll cooperate in 
the conduct of sci~ntific research required for the purpose 
of managing and conserving living resources over which the 
United Scates has -sovereign rights to explore, exploit, 



conserve and manage, including t.he c;omp1lat1on oE c.he best 
available scientlfic information for management and 
r::.onservation of stocks of mutual inte~est. 

2. The Parti~s shall ~ooperate i~ the d~velop~ent of a 
periodic rese-a:rch plan on stocks of mutual conce~n through 
co~respondence or meetings as a~propriate, and may modify ~t 
from time to time by agreement. The agreed research pl~r.is 
may include, but are not limited to, the exchange of 
information and scientists, regularly scheduled meecings 
bet~een scient15tS to prepare research plans and review 
prog~ess, and jointly conducted r~search proJects. 

3. Tne conduct of agreed rese~rr::.h during regular commercial 
fishing ope.ations on board a f~shing vessel of the 
Lithuania in the exclusive economic zone shall not be deemed 
to r::.hange tne char~cter or the vessel~ s activities t.rorn 
fishing to scientific research. Therefore, it will still be 
necessary to obta n a pe·rmi t for the vessel in accordanc,e 
with Arti~le VII. 

4. The Lithuania shal l cooperate with thie Uni t ed States in 
the implementation of procedures for collecting and 
reporting biostatistical information and fisheries data, 
i:r.icluding catch a.nd effort 5tatistic:s, in accordance with 
procedures which will be .stipulated by the United States. 
The Lithuania shall similarly p~ovide such economic data as 
may be requested by the United States. 

5. The Lithuania shall coope:rate 'llli th the United States in 
matters pert~ining to the i111Plementation of United Nations 
General Assembly Re-solution 4 6/215 of December, 1991 on. 
Large - scale Pelagic Driftne~ Fishing, th~ conservation and 
JOanagernent of anadromous species, and the conservation o! 
the pollock resource in the central Bering Sea. 

AATICLE XIII 

l. The United States and the Lithuania shall carry out 
periodic bilateral consultations regarding the 
implem~ntation of this Agreement and the development of 
further co-operation in the field of fisheries of mutual 
concern, including cooperation within the framework of 
appropriate multi lateral organizations for the collection 
and analysis of scientific data respecting such fisheries. 

2. At the request of eithe~ Party any dispute concerning the 
interpretation or application of this Agreement shall be the 
subject of consultations between them. 



ARTICLE XIV 

The United States undertakes to authorize fishing vessels of 
the Lithuania allowed to fish pursuant to this Agreement to 
enter ports in accordance with United States laws for the 
purpose of purchasing bait, supplies, or outfits, or 
effecting repairs, changing crews, or for such other purpose 
as may be authorized. 

ARTICLE XV 

Should the United States indicate to the Lithuania that 
nationals and vessels of the United States wish to engage in 
fishing in areas within the fisheries jurisdiction of the 
Lithuania, the Lithuania shall allow such fishing on terms 
not more restrictive than those established in accordance 
with this Agreement. 

ARTICLE XVI 

Nothing contained in the present Agreement shall prejudice: 

1. the views of either Party with respect to the existing 
territorial or other jurisdiction of the coastal State for 
all purposes other than the conservation and management of 
fisheries; or, · 

2. any other international rights and obligations of either 
Party. 

ARTICLE XVII 

The Agreement shall apply to the _territories of the 
Lithuania, and to the United States, its territories and its 
possessions. 

ARTICLE XVIII 

1. This Agreement shall enter into force on a date to be 
agreed upon by exchange of notes, following the completion 
of internal procedures of both Parties, and shall remain in· 
force until unless extended by exchange of notes between the 
Parties. Notwithstanding the foregoing, either Party may 
terminate this Agreement after giving written notice of such 
termination to the other Party six months in advance. 

2. At the request of either Party, this Agreement shall be 
subject to review by the two Parties two years after its 
entry into force. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized 
for this purpose, have signed this Agreement. 

DONE at Washington, two copies in the English and Lithuanian 
·texts being equally ~uthentic. 



ANNEX 

The follo•..,ting procedures shall govern the application for 

and Lssuance of annua permits authorizing vessels of the 
Lithuania to engage in fishing fo.r _ li v1:n9 resources over 

wh ch the United Sta. tes has .sovereign rights to e.>i:plor-e, 

exploit., conserve and manage: 

l. The Lithuania may submit an application ~o the competent 
authorities of the United States for each fishing vessel of 

the Lithuania that wishes to engage in f ishing pursuant to 

this Agre,ement. Such application shall be rn.ade on forms 

provided by the United States for that purpose. 

2. My such application shall specity 
a. the name and official number or other identification of 

each fishing vassal for which a permit is sought, together 

with the name a-nd address o .f the owner and operator- thereof; 
b. the tonnage, capacity, speed, processing equipment, type 
and quantity of tishinr; g,ear, and such other information 

relating to the fishing characteristics of the vessel may be 
requested: 
c. a S1Peci fication ol each fishery in which each vessel 
wishes to fish; 

d. the amount of fish or tonnage of cat ch by species 

contemplated for each vessel during the time such per-rait i.s 

in force ; 

e. the ocean area in which, and the season or period during 

which, such fishing would be conducted; and 

f. such other r&levant information as may be requested, 

including d~sired transshipping areas. 

3. 'The United Sti:iltes :shall review ea.ch application, shal 1 

determine what conditions and restrictions ro,ay be needed 1 

and what fee will be requi~ed, and 5hall inform the 



Lithuania of such determinations. The United States r@serves 
the right not to approve applications~ If pe.rmit 

appliLations are disapproved, the Uni~ed States authorit es 

will inform the L1 thuania of t:he reasons for s1.,1.ch 

d1sa,pprova.l. 

4. The Lithuania. shall thereupon notify the United States ot 
its acceptance or 
restLi~tions and, in 

objections thereto. 

rejection of .. 
the case of 

such Lon di t on s 

a rejection, of 
and 
its 

5. Upon acceptance of t he conditions and r@strictions by the 

Lithuania and the payment of any fees, the United St.ates. 

shal l approve the application and i :ssue a. penni t to~ each 
' fishing vessel of the Lithuania, which fishing vessel shall 

thereupon be authorized to fish in accordance with this 
Agreement and the terms and conditions set forth in the 

permit. Such per•its shall be issued for a specific vessel 

and shall not be transferred. 

6. In the event the Lithuania notifies the United St ates o·f 

its objections to specific conditions and restrictions, the 

Parties may consult wi t h respect thereto and the Li thu.ania 
may thereupon submit a revised ~pplicatiQn. 

7. The procedures in this Annex may be amended b'.)i' ag.reern.e.nt · 

t h~ough an exchange of notes between the ?arties. 



1 

':.,..:::·:'· :.~. •,, ... _ .. 
rnal procedures of both Parties, and shall remain in 

~:t··. ore~ until December 31, 1994 unless extended by exchange of 

· ili~1!between the Parties. Notwithstanding the foregoing: 
,·l .. 

Party may terminate this Agreement after giving written 
·.··.:i 

such termination to the other Party six months in 
~ . 

• advance. 

2. At the request of either Party, this Agreement shall 

·be-subject to review by the two Parties two years after its 

entry into force. 

, .. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized 

.. ·-· .:for this purpose, have signed this Agreement. 

~.\. DONE at Washington, in duplicate, this twelfth day of ... . 
• Rovember, 1992 in the Lithuanian and English languages, each 

text being equally authentic. 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA: 

,,. 
.1 ., 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT Of THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERJC;.: 


