
Based on the Article 11, paragraph 3 and 14 of the Marine Fisheries Act (OG, No. 46/97- purified text) 
the Minister hereby stipulates the  

Regulation 

on commercial fishing license 

Article 1. 

With this Regulation the following is determined:  

- the form, the criteria and the procedure of obtaining and issuing of the commercial fishing license for 
commercial fishing at the sea;  

- the form, the content and the manner of keeping of the register on issued commercial fishing 
licenses.  

Article 2. 

The commercial fishing license is issued by the field office of the Ministry of agriculture and forestry 
founded with the purposes of conducting management-related and other expert tasks from the field of 
marine fisheries in counties along the Adriatic coast (in the following text: field offices).  

Field offices from paragraph 1 of this Article are:  

- for Istra County with the seat in Pula;  

- for Primorsko-goranska County with the seat in Rijeka;  

- for Ličko-senjska County with the seat in Senj;  

- for Zadar County with the seat in Zadar,  

- for Šibenik-Knin County with the seat in Šibenik;  

- for Splitsko-dalmatinska County with the seat in Split;  

- for Dubrovnik-Neretva County with the seat in Dubrovnik.  

Article 3. 

Commercial fishing license is issued in the form of a formal decision and as a special form.  

The form of the formal decision by which the commercial fishing license is issued to physical and legal 
persons (in the following text: formal decision on commercial fishing license) is annexed to this 
Regulation and is its integral part (Annex 1.).  

Article 4. 

Apart from the formal decision on commercial fishing license from Article 2 of this Regulation, the 
special form of the commercial fishing license is also issued to physical and legal persons, in the 
shape of a booklet (in the following text: special form) which has to be found on board the vessel 
which conducts the fishing activities at all times.  

Special form from paragraph 1 of this Article is annexed to this Regulation and is its integral part 
(Annex 2.).  



Article 5. 

Special form is a booklet with 19 pages, each page having the dimensions 15x11 cm.  

The data in the special form are entered by hand in capital letters.  

The first, the second and the last page of the special form are toned in light blue color.  

The first page of the special form is printed with the protection from forging.  

Article 6. 

On the page 1 of the special form the following text is printed from top down:  

- coat of arms of Republic of Croatia,  

- name of the Ministry which issues the form of the commercial fishing license,  

- name of the form of commercial fishing license,  

- serial number of form of commercial fishing license,  

- note that the form of commercial fishing license must always be found on board the vessel which is 
used in commercial fishing activities.  

Page 2 of the form from paragraph 1 of this Article contains data on the vessel for which the 
commercial fishing license is issued, and those are: name and port of the vessel or registration 
numbers of the boat, the size of the vessel in GT, the length in meters and power of the engine in kW.  

Page 3 of the form from paragraph 1 of this Article contains data on the legal person which is the 
holder of the commercial fishing license.  

Pages 4 and 5 of the form from paragraph 1 of this Article contain the data on the physical person (or 
persons) who is the holder of the commercial fishing license.  

Pages from page 6 till page 15 (inclusive) of the form from paragraph 1 of this Article contain data on 
types and quantities of fishing gear and equipment, additional assisting vessels and fishing zones on 
which the holder of the commercial fishing license is allowed to engage in fishing activities, as well as 
the stamp and the signature of the authorized officer of the body which entered the data in the form of 
commercial fishing license.  

Page 16 of the form from paragraph 1 of this Article contains the data on formal decision on 
commercial fishing license and these are: the name of the field office which issued the commercial 
fishing license, document class, document number, date, serial number and the date of entry of the 
formal decision on commercial fishing license into the Register of commercial fishing licenses issued, 
as well as the stamp and signature of the authorized officer.  

Pages 17 and 18 of the form from paragraph 1 of this Article contain spaces for particular notes.  

Article 7. 

The Register of issued commercial fishing licenses (in the following text: Register) is kept following the 
form which is annexed to this Regulation and is its integral part (Annex 3.).  

The Register consists of sheets of A-3 size paper which have to be marked with serial numbers and 
bound.  



Article 8. 

The relevant field office enters into the Register the following data in the course of official duty:  

1. in bullet 1 of the Register: serial number,  

2. in bullet 2 of the Register: field office which issued the commercial fishing license; class; number; 
place and date and the serial number of the special form;  

3. in bullet 3 of the Register: data on the vessel for which the commercial fishing license was issued;  

4. in bullet 4 of the Register: data on physical or legal person who is the holder/carrier of the 
commercial fishing license issued for a particular vessel;  

5. in bullet 5 of the Register: the reason why the commercial fishing license ceased to be valid;  

6. in bullet 6 of the Register: a note that the formal decision on dispossession of the commercial 
fishing license was brought based on the Article 13 paragraph 2 of the Marine Fisheries Act ("Official 
Gazette 46/97).  

7. in bullet 7 of the Register: the date when the complaint against the formal decision on 
dispossession of the commercial fishing license was submitted to the relevant State Administration 
Body (second level court);  

8. in bullet 8 of the Register: the formal decision of the second level court on the stated complaint 
against the formal decision on dispossession of commercial fishing license and the date of that 
decision;  

9. in bullet 9 and 10 of the Register: administrative implementation, the manner and the date of the 
implementation;  

10. in bullet 11 of the Register: change of the vessel; 

11. in bullet 12A and 12B of the Register: changes and additions to formal decision by which the 
commercial fishing license was issued;  

12. in bullet 13 of the Register: section for notes;  

13. in bullet 14 of the Register: types of fishing gear;  

14. in bullet 15, 15A, 15B and 15C of the Register: the quantities and the changes of quantities of 
fishing gear listed in the commercial fishing license;  

15. in bullet 16, 16A and 16B of the Register: fishing zone and changes of fishing zones in which the 
vessel and the fishing gear listed in the commercial fishing license may be used;  

16. in bullet 19 of the Register: fishing equipment and additional vessels;  

17. in bullet 20, 20A, 20B and 20C of the Register: quantities and the changes of quantities of fishing 
equipment and additional vessels.  

18. in bullet 21, 21A and 21B of the Register: fishing zone and changes of fishing zones in which the 
fishing equipment and the additional vessels listed in the commercial fishing license may be used;  

19. in bullet 22 of the Register: section for notes.  



Article 9. 

The request for issuing of the commercial fishing license is submitted to the field office in the county 
along the Adriatic coast in which the legal or the physical person resides.  

If the physical or the legal person does not reside in any of the coastal counties, the request for 
issuing of the commercial fishing license may be submitted to any field office.  

Article 10. 

In the request for issuing of the commercial fishing license:  

A. physical persons submit:  

1. - proof of registration in the Register of Crafts and Trade;  

2. – name, surname and the identification number (MBG) of the craftsman;  

3. – address of the craftsman (city, street, street number);  

4. – identification number of the craft;  

5. – mark of the craft certificate;  

6. – name of the craft;  

7. – activity of the craft;  

8. – seat of the craft;  

B. legal person submit:  

1. – copy from the register validated according to the Trade Court;  

2. – name of the company;  

3. – seat of the company;  

4. – identification number of the subject of inscription (MBS);  

5. – code of activity;  

C. both legal and physical persons submit and annex and:  

1. – proof of registration for commercial fishing activities at sea;  

2. – proof of ownership on the vessel;  

3. – document on the name and the registration port or registration number of the vessel for which the 
commercial fishing license is requested;  

4. – proof on engine power of the vessel for which the commercial fishing license is requested 
(according to the producer's declaration);  



5. – precise list of type and quantity of the fishing gear and equipment which is planned to be used in 
commercial fishing with the vessel for which the commercial fishing license is requested;  

6. – list of fishing zones in which the commercial fishing is planned to take place with the vessel (gear 
and equipment) for which the commercial fishing license is requested.  

Article 11. 

The relevant field office shall issue the commercial fishing license, or the formal decision by which the 
request is denied within a period no longer than a month from the date the request for issuing of the 
commercial fishing license has been submitted in full.  

Article 12. 

A formal note which states that the vessel, fishing gear and equipment comply with the terms stated in 
the Marine Fisheries Act and the regulation based upon it must be annexed to the request for issuing 
of the commercial fishing license.  

When the Marine Fisheries Act and the regulation based upon it stipulate that fishing with a particular 
fishing gear may be conducted only by using an engine with a defined power, a formal note on 
inspection of the engine of the vessel for which the commercial fishing license is being issued must 
also be annexed to the request.  

The inspection of the fishing gear and equipment from paragraph 1 of this Article is conducted by 
marine fisheries inspectors who are employees of the Ministry of Agriculture and forestry as well as 
other Public Officers employed in the field offices, who compile the formal note upon the inspection.  

The inspection of the engine from paragraph 2 of this Article is conducted by inspectors for security at 
the sea employed by the port authorities, who compile the formal note upon the inspection.  

Article 13. 

The costs incurring during the inspection of the vessel, the engine and the fishing gear and equipment 
from Article 12 are born by the party.  

The party is obliged to pay the traveling costs, costs of accommodation and daily allowance to the 
person conducting the inspection from Article 12 of this Regulation, following the formal decision of the 
Government of the Republic of Croatia on reimbursement of traveling costs, accommodation costs and 
daily allowances which is paid out to public officers.  

Apart from the costs from paragraph 2of this Article the party is also obliged to pay to the inspectors or 
other public officers who conducted the inspection from Article 12 of this Regulation a special fee, and 
the amount of this fee is determined by a special formal decision from the Minister of agriculture and 
forestry.  

Article 14. 

When the number of commercial fishing licenses for a certain type of fishing gear or on a certain 
fishing area or zone is limited, and the number of requests exceeds the number of licenses available, 
the selection shall be conducted by a draw.  

The draw from paragraph 1of this Article shall be conducted by the field office determined by the 
Minister of agriculture and forestry.  

The draw from paragraph 1 and 2 of this Article shall be announced in public media.  

Article 15. 



The commercial fishing license for a certain fishing gear, for which the number of commercial fishing 
licenses for a particular zone or an area is limited, may be issued to another license holder without the 
draw in the cases:  

1. when the license holder (legal or physical person) sells the vessel, fishing gear and equipment and 
when, after having done so, he requests that the vessel, fishing gear or equipment is erased from the 
commercial fishing license, and the physical or legal person who bought the vessel, fishing gear or 
equipment requests the issuing of the commercial fishing license for that particular vessel, fishing gear 
and equipment;  

2. when the commercial license holder (physical person) gives the vessel, the fishing gear and 
equipment by a Gift Contract and after having done so, he requests that the vessel, fishing gear or 
equipment is erased from the commercial fishing license, and the person who received the gift of the 
vessel, fishing gear or equipment requests the issuing of the commercial fishing license for that 
particular vessel, fishing gear and equipment. 

When transferring the commercial fishing licenses from paragraph 1 of this Article, the complete 
fishing gear listed in the commercial fishing license for which the number of licenses is limited on a 
certain area or zone must be sold or given by a Gift Contract.  

Article 16. 

The change of the vessel, the type and the quantity of fishing gear and equipment as well as of the 
fishing area or zone in which the holder of the commercial fishing license is allowed to engage in 
commercial fishing activities is implemented by a formal decision of the field office of the Ministry 
which has issued the commercial fishing license.  

Article 17. 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the eight day following its publication in the Official Gazette of 
Republic of Croatia.  

Class: 011-02/97-01/82 
Number: 525-01-97-01 
Zagreb, 19. September 1997.  



 













































 
 


