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DOMINICA BANANA GROWERS ASSOCIATION ACT

Ch.58:02.

12 of 1984. AN ACT to establish a new Banana Growers Association and
district branches thereof.

Commencement. [2ndJuly 1984]

Short title. 1. This Act may be cited as the -

DOMINICA BANANA GROWERS ASSOCIATION ACT.

Interpretation. 2. In this Act -:-

"Association"meanstheDominicaBananaGrowersAssociationestab
lished by section 3;

"CentralCommittee" meanstheCentralCommittee of theAssociation;

"Corporation" means the Dominica Banana Marketing Corporation
establishedunder the Dominica Banana Marketing Corpora
tion Act;

Cap. 75.
(1961 Ed.).

Establishment of
Association.

"district branch" means a branch of the Association established in a
particulardistrict;

"financial year" means the period of twelve months ending on 31st
Decemberin a year;

"former Association" means the DominicaBananaGrowersAssocia
tion establishedunder the BananaOrdinance*;

"Minister" meansthe Minister responsible for Agriculture;

3. (1) There is herebyestablishedan Association to be known as
the DominicaBananaGrowersAssociation.

(2) The Association shall be a body corporatewith perpetual
• '" .. '" '" ,... ..... .. 11succession anu a common seal, caparue 01 suing anu oemg sueu auu

shall have DOwer to enter into contracts and to acauire. dispose of or- - -

UUii;;;iWliSt:: Ui;;;al wun propeny Wiii;;;Uii;;;r movaoie or uumuvauie.

(j) The ASSOCIation snan haveits neadotnce m Dorrnmca, but
may maintainsuch other branchoffices as it thinks fit.
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(4) Service u~-~n L'1e £A~sc-:iation of 41iy notice, order or other
documentshall be effected by delivering suchdocumentor sendingit
by post addressedto the Executive Secretary at the head office of the
Association.

(5) The seal of the Associationshall be authenticated by the
signatureof the Chairman of the CentralCommittee andthe Executive
Secretary.

(6) All documents, otherthanthoserequiredbylawtobeunder
seal, made by, and all decisions of, the Association may be signified
under the hand of the Chairman or any other member of the Central
Committee or any employee of the Association authorised by the
Central Committeeto act in that behalf.

5

4. (1) Membership of the Association shall be open to every Membership of

personwho,in thefinancialyearprecedinghisapplicationformember- the Association.

ship, has sold from his holding to the Dominica Banana Marketing
Corporation or to the former Association, bananasto the weightof not
less than one ton.

(2) The minimumtonnage qualification for membership may
be variedby resolutionof an annual general meetingheld subsequent
to the inauguralmeetingof the Association.

(3) Every applicantfor membership shall apply to the Execu
tive Secretaryand shall give evidenceof his eligibility.

(4) TheCentralCommitteeshallhavetheauthoritytoacceptor
rejectapplications formembershipandtheExecutiveSecretaryshallat
eachmeetingof the CentralCommitteesubmita list of applications for
membership which are pending.

(5) Notice of rejection of an application must be forwarded to
the applicant who shall be given the opportunity to be heard by the
CentralCommitteeas to why his application should not be accepted.

(6) The membershipfee shall be fivedollars annually or such
other sum as the Associationmay, with the approvalof the Minister,
determine from time to time.

5. (1) TheExecutiveSecretaryshallbefore30thJunein eachyear Cancellation of

cancel the membershipof anyexistingmemberwho duringthe imme- memt';;f5hip,

diatelyprecedingtwelvemonth periodhasfailedto deliverbananasto
the weight specified in section 4(1) or as varied in accordance with
__ _ L~ ~ ,,,, p_ __ • ..." ~.. ~._ -..- _ ~ - " -

L.R.o.l/1991
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fa) the destruction of the cultivation or fruit hv hun icane.

fire or other inevitablecasualty;

(b) inability to obtain transport, or to transport fruit at the
specifiedtimes for deliveryto the Association;

(c) anyunforeseenaccidentor causebeyondthe controlof
the member;

(d) theinabilityof theCorporation to acceptdeliveryat the
times specifiedfor deliveryto it or its agents;

(e) that the banana lands have been replanted.

(2) Noticeof proposedtermination shallbe forwarded to every
memberwho has failed to deliverbananasin accordance with subsec
tion (1) but no membership shall be terminated until the member
concernedhas been given the opportunity to be heard by the Central
Committeeas to why his membership shouldnot be terminated.

(3) Anymemberwhowishesto justify continuedmembership
foranyof the reasonssetoutin subsection (1)(a) to (e) shallshowcause
thereunderto the Executive Secretaryin writing within thirty days of
receiptof the noticeof proposedtermination.

(4) The ExecutiveSecretaryshall before 31st Januaryin each
year cancelthe membershipof anyexistingmemberwho failed to pay
hissubscriptionduringtheprecedingyear,andshallinformthemember
accordingly.

(5) Wheremembershipis cancelledundersubsection(4) it may
bereactivatedbypayment,withinthirty days,of thesubscriptionforthe
currentyear andeveryprioryeardue,but save as aforesaid, any person
whosemembershiphas been terminatedunder subsection(4) shall not
beeligibletoapplyformembership untilthecommencementof thenext
year.

(6) Membership shall be cancelledby the death of a member,
but where the Executive Secretaryis satisfied that the beneficiary of
suchperson'sestateor thepersonalrepresentative iscontinuingtocarry

- --

on bananagrowingactivitieshe may on application by the beneficiary
.11 11 .11"- -- - - --- - ----_ .. -- --- - ---------_ .. -- -- --- - - --- --- -_. --- ---_. - -------- - -- - - - -- - --. -- - - _... -- - - - - -- -- - ---

that of the deceasedperson.

6. (1) The management and control of the Association shall be
vestedillaCentralCommitteewhichshallcomprisetheChairmenof'the

11 •• • • ••

~-...-~-.o;;.ii ;;;;ii~"';.;iiii-.;; .";-;;';;:iii;~ilii.--"';
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(2) hie m.embers OI the Central Committee shall floid oillce
from year to year so long as they continue to hold office as Chairmen
of their respectivedistrict branches.

(3) In addition to the annual general meeting referred to in
section7,the CentralCommitteeshallholdregulargeneralmeetingson
such occasions as it may determine to be necessaryor expedient and
mayby resolutiondeterminethe time,dateandplaceof suchmeetings.

(4) TheCentralCommitteeshallfromamongitsmemberselect
a Chairman and Deputy Chairman at its first meeting, and annually
thereafterat the firstmeetingfollowing theannualgeneralmeetingsof
the district branchesbut in any event not later than 31st March.

7

7. (1) The Association shall hold an annualgeneral meeting not Annual meetings

I t th 30thN be . h hi h th l' 11· be of the Associa-a er an ovem r meac yearatw c e 10 owmgmem rs tion and election

shallbe entitled to be present and to vote: of members of
Corporation.

(a) the members of the CentralCommittee;

(b) two delegatesfrom eachdistrict branch.

(2) Any member of the Association may attend any general
meetingbut shall not be entitled to participate.

(3) The businessof the annualgeneralmeetingshall be -

(a) to receive and consider a report from each district
branch;

(b) to receive and consider a report from the Executive
Secretarywhich shallincludea reporton membership
as well as the day to day activities of the Association;

(c) to receive and consider the statementof accounts and
reportsof the Corporation;

(d) to receive and consider the budget for the ensuing
financialyearwhich,onadoptionby theannualgeneral
meeting, shall be presented to the Corporation:

(e) to receive and consider the annual accounts of the

(J) to receive and consider proposals for nomination for
appointmentofonepersonasgrowers' representatives
on the Board of the Corporation, in accorda-nce with

'" : -"--;.0 .......... _ ............... _ I~ '\
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(4) TI,e Chairman and General Manaeer of the Cnrnorarion
~- ;:..

shall attend and participate in the discussions on the statement of
account and reports of the Corporation.

(5) Each district branch and the Central Committee shall be
entitledtoproposeonefinancial memberoftheAssociation forappoint
ment to the Boardof the Corporation, andin theeventof therebeing-

(a) nopersonsoproposed, theannual general meeting shall
nominate a person; and

(b) if more than one personis proposed, a ballot shall be
heldat the annual general meeting to determine which
personshallbe nominated.

(6) Forthepurposes ofsubsections (3)(f) and(5),theinaugural
meeting shallbe treatedas an annual general meeting savethat at such
inaugural meeting threepersons shallbenominated asgrowers', repre
sentatives.

(7) Where a casual vacancy arises, in respect of growers'
representative member oftheCorporation, theCentral Committee shall
nominate afinancial memberoftheAssociation to fill thevacancy until
the holdingof the nextannual general meeting of the Association.

(8) In the event of a casual vacancy not being filled by a
nominee of the Central Committee for a period of three months, the
Ministermaynominate afinancial memberoftheAssociation tofillthe
vacancy until the holding of the next annual general meeting of the
Association.

(9) Notwithstanding section 5(1)(a) of the Dominica Banana
Marketing Corporation Act,in the eventthat it is necessary to appoint
three members of the Association to the Corporation prior to the
inaugural meeting of theAssociation, theMinister maynominate three
persons qualified to be members oftheAssociation fortheperiodupto
the holdingof the inaugural meeting.

/1'" rT'TI • t. eo ••• _..s 1'" e .• a ...... _ .1. _ ",_ . _

'-IV) IllC IllCIUUClll11VIUlll<1U;:U IVI <1JllJUllIUUClll lV UIC ,",VllJUl<1-

tionunderthissectionshallrepresenttheinterestsoftheAssociation and
iw iii;;iii;..;;;ii:; ili wi liiUC}A;iiUCiii.. \,;upu\,,;u.y u'-'\AJiUlii6i.V UiCii i.A:i~LjUU6i.i.iCiii.

qnrl C"'hl::Jlll nT1t.i-h.o ~l1nr1 i-n. f'nlll""1t.n., 'lon'll ri1ro~T1n.nnf'tho ronj--rql r"Tn",,1rrOO
~~y. ~~~~~ ~~Vi- v-"'" V-,.J;,i-i..iY s,v .i.~;.i.A.V 'i"'i ~..A.iJ ~.i~~iAV.i.i VA i.,i..i;;'" ~;""'.i.ii-.i~...A ~V.i.H_i..ii..i.~v~

but shall reportbackto that Committee.

(11) The Chairman shall call a special general meeting of the
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(a) upon therequest of the Central Committee; or
(b) uponthe requestof not less than threemembers of the

Association forthepurpose of considering amotionof
no confidence in one or more growers' representative
members of the Boardof the Corporation.

9

8. (1) TheChairman orin his absence theDeputy Chairman shall Pro~ure of
id all . fth CalC . d al meetings ofpresi e at meetings 0 e entr ommittee, an at any annu or Central Commit-

specialgeneralmeetings of the Association, but in the absence of both tee and the

the Chairmanand Deputy Chairman the members present shall elect Association.

from amongthemselves a personto preside over the meeting.
(2) Minutesof theproceedings ofeachmeeting shallbekeptby

the Executive Secretary in such form as the Central Committee shall
determine andshallbeconfirmed atthenextmeeting; butminutes ofthe
inaugural meeting of the Association and of subsequent annual or
specialgeneralmeetings shallbe confirmed at thenext annual general
meeting.

(3) A quorum for a meeting of theCentralCommittee shallbe
eightmembers.

(4) Aquorum fortheinaugural meeting of the Association and
subsequent generalmeetings shallcomprise atleastonerepresentative
ofnot less thaneightdistrictbranches of whom not less thanfourshall
be delegates.

(5) Decisions of theCentral Committee andof the Association
atits inauguralandsubsequent general meetings shallbe by a majority
of the votes of those present and voting and in the event of a tie the
Chairman at the meeting shallhave a casting voteon the matter.

9. (1) Theobjectsof theAssociation aretopromote theinterestof Objects and

b . Do . . d i . ul the vi f duties of theananagrowers m muuca an m paruc ar to present e VIews 0 Association.

bananagrowers to theGovernment, to theCorporation andto anyother
organisation connectedwiththe banana industry.

(2) In furtherance of it" object" it shall he the dutv of the
~ • 01 ..

Association -

(b) toensuretheestabilsiu11entof asmanydistrict branches
as arenecessary to affordmembers the opportunity of
presenting their views throughregulardistrictbranch

~ "" = ~"o " 0_ ........ n ........ ,.. .........__......._ ......_. 1_..... ", ,.. .... _ ..... .... ..,.
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, \ • ". ."1 ..... ••• ..... ..

(C j [0 seex to ensure tnat tne most suuatne members are
nominated for membership of the Corporation;

(d) to make representation to Government, the Corporation
or to any other person or organisation connected with
the banana industry.

10. The Association shall have powerto carry on such activities and
do all things as are necessary or desirable to promote the interests of
banana growers in Dominica and in particular it may -

(a) establish an office for the dissemination of information to
members;

(b) encourage and arrange for the holding of demonstrations
and field days of relevance to the industry;

(c) award prizes for the encouragement of efficiency in the
banana industry.

11. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the funds ofthe Association shall
consistofthe subscriptions received from its members togetherwith any
income which it may derive from activities carried out by it and any
contributions received by it from any source.

(2) The Corporation willprovide financial assistance to support
the operation of the head office of the Association, but such assistance
will be limited to-

(a) the cost of the salaries of the Executive Secretary and
such other office personnel as are approved by the
Minister;

(b) a reasonable sum towards administration expenses.

12. (1) The Association shallkeep proper accounts andother records
in respect of its financial affairs and shall cause a statement to be
prepared in respect of each financial year.

''''\ FT"I-_ _ £ .. t...- A ......: ~ _ 1.- 111- ....J.: __ 11 .
\kJ .l.JJ'-' a\..r,",uUJu..-, U.l un., L""'1..:lt3V\.rJ.Q.UV.l1 .:luau U\,,; QUUl. .."'U aJ.ll.lUUllJ

not later than 31st August by such auditor as may be appointed by the

(3) Thefinancial year of the Association shall be the calendar
year ending 31st December.

(4) .AJ'ter its accounts have been audited the l'~~sociation shall
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Chairman ofthe Central Committee tothe Minister, tothe Corporation
CilIQ to each branch at least one month prior to the annual general
meeting of the Association.

11

(a) a Management Committee, comprising-

13. (l) Subjectto subsections (2) and (4), the banana growing areas District branches.

ofDominica shall be divided by the Central Committee into the district
branches named and delineated on a map maintained in the office ofthe
Association.

(2) The Minister shall divide the banana growing areas into
district branch areas for the period up to the holding of the inaugural
meeting for the purposes of the said meeting.

(3) No district branch may be established in an area until there
are not less than twenty members ofthe Association resident or having
a banana growing property in the area and where, in any area, there are
less than twenty members the Central Committee shall determine to
which otherdistrict branch the members shall for the time being belong,
provided that no member ofthe Association shall be a member ofmore
than one district branch.

(4) The objects of each district branch will be-

(a) to promote measures for the well being of the growers
of that district branch area, and for the industry gener
ally;

(b) to submit resolutions on such measures for the consid
eration of, and implementation by, the Association;

(c) to perform all duties and exercise all powers which may
be conferred on it by the Association or by the Act.

(5) When a district branch attains a membership in excess of
two hundred and fifty members the Management Committee of that
branch shall meet with the Executive Secretary to consider whether or
not an additional district branch should be formed, but before any
decision is taken the Management Committee may determine for itself
whether to conduct a poll ofits members or what other action should be
taken to ascertain the views of the branch members on the matter.

14. (1) Each district branch shall, at its inaugural meeting and at Management

each annual general meeting elect from its members _ Committee and
meetings of
district branches.

L.R.o.l/1YYl



12

Executive
Secretary.

Chap. 58:03 Dominica Banana Growers Association

(iii) five other members,

to hold office until the next annual meeting;

(b) two delegates to attend the inaugural and any general
meeting ofthe Association together with the Chairman
of that district branch.

(2) At any meeting of the district branch -

(a) being a meeting of the Management Committee of that
branch, four members;

(b) being the inaugural or a general meeting of that branch,
ten members,

shall form a quorum.

(3) The Chairman shall preside at each meeting ofthe Manage
ment Committee and at each annual general meeting, but in his absence
the members present shall appoint from among themselves a person to
act as Chairman in his stead.

(4) At any meeting, decisions shall be by amajority ofthe votes
of those present and voting, and in the event of a tie on any matter the
Chairman at the meeting shall have a casting vote on the matter.

(5) Annual general meetings of each district branch shall be
held not later than the last day of February in each year, and notice of
every such meeting shall be given at least seven days before such
meeting to every member of that district branch.

(6) TheManagement Committee shall meet on such occasions
during the year as it thinks necessary and the Committee may, by
resolution, determine the date, time and place of the meetings and the
form of notice thereof to be given to the members of the Committee.

15. (1) The Minister shall appoint an Executive Secretary as the
ChiefExecutive Officer ofthe Association and to perform the functions
of secretary and shall have the power to remove the said Executive
Secretary from office .

._- - - .- -- ._---_._----------- - - --
- - ---- - - -- --- - -- -- -- - - - -- - -- -

tee, theExecutive Secretary shall have 1'1111 responsibility for thedayto
day administration of the activities of the Association.

(3) The Executive Secretary shall attend all meetings of the
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(4) "ine Executive Secretary shall attend the annual general
meeting of each district branch.

(5) The Executive Secretary shall liaise with the Board of the
Corporation in such manner as he considers most expedient in further
ance of the objects of the Association generally, and in particular, to
make representations or complaints to the Corporation on behalf of
members of the Association.

(6) The Executive Secretary shall maintain an up-to-date reg
ister of members ofeach district branch, which shall be kept available
to that district branch at all times at the Association's head office and
an updated copy of the register shall be sent to that district branch not
later than 31st December in each year.

(7) After the end of three years from the time of first appoint
ment of the Executive Secretary, authority for the appointment to or
removal from the office ofExecutive Secretary shall vest in the Central
Committee.

16. The Central Committee may make Rules generally for the more Rules.

effective carrying out of the purposes of the Association which shall
take effect on the approval of the Minister.

17. The income ofthe Association shall be exempt from liability to Exemption.

income tax.

18. (1) The Executive Secretary shall be responsible to ensure that Transitional

eligible applicants are registered asmembers ofthe Association and that provisions.

the district branches are functioning and the Association is established.

(2) At the inaugural meeting of each district branch and at the
first meeting ofthe Central Committee the Executive Secretary shall act
as Chairman for the opening of the meeting and the conduct of the
business of that meeting until a Chairman is elected by the meeting.

(3) The inaugural meeting of the Association shall take place
on 30th November 1984.

13
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