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LEGAL NOTICE No. 127 /2017
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND MANGEMENT REGULATIONS
CHAPTER | - GENERAL

Article 1: Short Title

These Regulations may be cited as the Environmental Management Regulations
No.127 / 2017

Article 2: Definitions

Unless the context requires otherwise, definitions provided in Article 2 of The
Environment Protection, Management and Rehabilitation Framework Proclamation,

NO.179 /2017 shall apply to these Regulations.

CHAPTERII

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT

Article 3: Procedures of Application for Environmental Permit
Any developer or project proponent applying for environmental clearance/permit shall
submit a copy of a brief statement that describes the following:
(a) the nature of the project/activity;
(b) the works to be undertaken;
(c) the location of the project;
(d) the technology selected to be used;
(e) the possible products or by-products;
(f) social and economic benefits anticipated from the project;
(g) the possible environmental impacts of the project and the prescribed
environmental impact mitigation and management plan; and
(h) any other information that may be relevant to the environmental impact
assessment of the project/activity.

Article 4: National Environmental Assessment Procedures and Guidelines

(NEAPG)

(1) The brief statement, submitted according to Article 3 hereof, shall pass through
screening process and the category of the proposed project/activity shall be
classified on the basis of its size, mode of operation and its environmental impacts.

(2) Environmental and social impacts assessment shall be mandatorily applicable
without exception to all projects and activities that are classified in categories A and

B.
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(3) An environmental impact assessment study report submitted for evaluation and
endorsement (environmental clearance) shall be required to be based on reliable
facts and undertaken by a qualified expert.

Article 5: Evaluation of Environmental Impact Assessment

(1) After having reviewed or caused to be reviewed the environmental impact
assessment study report, the Director General, in consultation with the relevant line
ministry or public agency, as the case may be, may:

a) grant environmental clearance to the project or activity provided the
submitted EIA study report meets the requirements under the
Proclamation and these Regulations;

b) require the developer to redesign the project or do such other necessary
amendments, taking into account the suggestions or comments made on
the EIA study report and all social and environmental factors; or

c) reject the grant of environmental clearance where it is believed that the
project is likely to cause significant and irreversible damage to the
environment.

2) Consultancy service of competent experts may be hired when deemed necessary, in
reviewing the environmental impact assessment study report of projects that are
classified in category A or B.

(3) A person aggrieved by the decision of the Director General issued under sub-Article
(5.3) here above may, within 30 days of being informed of that decision, request it to
be reconsidered, setting forth the reasons of his request in writing.

(4) The Director General shall, within 30 days of receipt of a written request made under
sub-Article (5.3) hereof, issue a final decision affirming, modifying or reversing the
said earlier decision.

(5) A project proponent, aggrieved by the last decision of the Director General, may

appeal to the Minister for review of the decision made under sub-Article 5(4) here
above. The decision issued by minister after due review of the matter, shall be final.

Article 6: Submission of EIA Post Environmental Permit
After the issuance of an environmental permit, the holder of the licence may be required
to submit an updated environmental impact assessment (EIA) report, where:
(a) there is a substantial change or modification in the project or in the manner in
which the project is being operated; or
(b) the project poses environmental threat, which could not have been reasonably
foreseen at the time of the first assessment study.

Article 7: Records of Decisions on EIA
All decisions made under sub-Article (5) here above shall be notified to the applicant
and all other relevant bodies in writing and recorded for future reference.
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CHAPTERIlI

ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT, MONITORING AND INSPECTION

Article 8: Environmental Permit
Issuance of environmental clearance to any proponent of development project and
activity shall be in accordance with the requirements established by the NEAPG.

Article 9: Environmental Monitoring and Inspection

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Any project activity or its premises shall be accessible and subjected to
environmental monitoring and inspection with the view of assessing and
determining their immediate and long-term effects on the environment.

The Department or any appropriate authority may, for purposes of monitoring
compliance with the provisions of the Proclamation and these Regulations and or
other environment related laws, require measuring equipment to be installed within
the premises of a manufacturing plant or any project area.

Where it has been established that a project or undertaking does not comply with
the provisions of the Proclamation and these Regulations, the owner of the project/
developer shall be required to take remedial measures in a manner and within such
time as the Department or any pertinent authority may determine.

A person who holds an environmental permit shall take all reasonable measures to
mitigate undesirable effects not contemplated in the environmental impact
assessment and shall report those measures to the Department or any relevant
authority.

Article 10: Environmental Inspectors
(1) An environmental inspector duly authorised as per Article 35(1) of the Proclamation

may, upon suitably identifying himself/herself and at all reasonable times but as not

to unreasonably impede or obstruct the operation of a project/activity, enter into any

land or premises to inspect and examine any place and works in connection with
the project. In performing his/her duty the inspector may:

(a) require the project owner or manager to produce the project permit and prove its
validity;

(b) inspect all registers, records and any other document or thing relating to the
Proclamation and these Regulations or any other law relating to the environment
and the management of natural resources;

(c) take samples of any articles and substances to which the Proclamation and
these Regulations relate and submit them for tests and analysis;

(d) carry out inspections of all undertakings which manufacture, produce as by-
products, import, export, store, sell, distribute or use any substance that is likely
to have significant impact on the environment;
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(e) make examinations and inquiries so as to discover whether the provisions of the
Proclamation and these Regulations are being complied with;

(f) issue a written notice requiring the owner or operator of a project to take
appropriate corrective measures and or cease activities deleterious to the
environment.

(2) A person who owns or operates any undertaking which discharges or is likely to
discharge pollutants shall provide accurate information about the quality of such
pollutants to the Department or any pertinent authority.

CHAPTER IV
POLLUTION CONTROL

Article 11: Waste Disposal and Management

(1) Every urban and rural administrative authority shall establish efficient waste
management systems and safe dumping sites in their locality.

(2) The body duly authorised to run the waste or sewerage disposal system in a locality
may collect reasonably fair service charge from all persons who have the permit or
contractual agreement to benefit from the service of the said waste disposal system.

(3) No person shall, without an appropriate permit: operate a waste disposal site or
plant or generate, store, transport or dispose hazardous waste.

Article 12: Effluents and Emissions

(1) No person shall carry out any project or activity, which is likely to discharge effluents
or emissions to the environment in excess of the amount declared acceptable by
applicable standards or guidelines.

(2) Importation or operation of machineries, equipment or any similar devices, which do
not meet emission standards prescribed under the Proclamation and other relevant
laws, shall not be permitted.

Article 13: Radioactive Substances

No person shall import, process, mine, export, possess, transport, use or dispose of
radioactive materials or other sources of dangerous radiation unless he holds a licence
issued under relevant law. lllegally held radioactive substances shall be seized,
impounded, destroyed or disposed by the competent authority in such a manner that
precludes environmental damage.

Article 14: Management and Handling of Hazardous Waste
(1) The Department shall cooperate with pertinent government agencies in developing
standards or criteria for the classification of hazardous wastes with regard to
determining:
(i) extremely hazardous waste;
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(ii)) corrosive waste;
(iii) carcinogenic waste;
(iv) inflammable waste;
(v) persistent inorganic waste;
(vi) toxic waste;
(vii) explosive waste;
(viii) radioactive waste; or
(ix) any other category of waste which the Department and other pertinent
authority may consider necessary.
(3) Import and or export of any hazardous substances into and from Eritrea shall not be
allowed without an appropriate and valid license issued by a pertinent authority.

Article 15: Environmental Restoration Notice

(1) The Department may issue an environmental restoration notice and or order to any
person, particularly:

(a) requiring the person whose activities have degrading effect on the
environment or natural resources to restore that environment or natural
resources as near as it may be to the state in which it was before the person
began activities which have degrading effect on the environment or natural
resources; or

(b) preventing the person from taking an action which is causing or is likely to
cause harm to the environment or natural resources.

(2) An environmental restoration notice shall specify in a manner that may be precisely
understood:

(a) the person to whom it is addressed;

(b) the cause of the environmental damage;

(c) the action which must be taken to remedy the harm to the environment;

(d) the time within which the action must be taken;

(3) Any person, on whom an environmental restoration notice has been served, and
who has failed, neglectet or refused to comply with the requirements of the notice
shall be legally accountable to compensate all expenses incurred by the pertinent
authority in restoring the environmental damage as well as, to pay penalty for non-
compliance.

Article 16: Suspension or Revocation of Permits

An environmental permit, issued under the Proclamation and this Legal Notice or any
applicable law relevant to the environment, may be suspended or revoked where the
holder of the permit fails to comply with the conditions specified in the licence.
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Article 17: Effective Date
These Regulations shall enter into force as of the date of their publication in the Gazette
of Eritrean Laws.

Done at Asmara, this 26th day of January 2017
Government of the State Eritrea
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