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WHEREAS, a proclamation has been issued with

regard to Fisheries Resource Development,
Protection and Utilization applicable throughout the

Regional State;

WHEREAS, it has been found appropriate to
determine the manpower, fishing equipment and
productivity methods which are necessary for the
activity of fish production to be appropriately
harvested without unbalancing the overall potential
resource and not exceeding the amount of annual
production properly determined in any water body
in the Regional State.

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to put in place
a specific working system in order to harvest,
conserve and supply to market fish and fish
products, with no harm done on the potential
resource with the view to rendering service
sustainably and its utilization standard be improved
as well as its quality be maintained and thereby, be
free from spoilage during the processes of its
passage from the harvesting locality to the

destination of consumer society.

WHEREAS, alongside with this, by determining the
appropriate precautions that the fish harvester may
follow and respect during harvesting process, it has
been found necessary to create favorable conditions
that the private investor by engaging in this
investment sector, benefits himself and thereby
contributes his part to the economic development of
the region thereof.
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NOW,
Regional Government,

of the Amhara
in accordance with the

therefore, the council
powers vested in it under the provisions of art.58,
sub-art 7 of the revised Regional Constitution and
art.18 of the Fisheries Resource Development,
Protection and Utilization Determination
Proclamation No. 92/2003, hereby issues this

regulation.

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This regulation may be cited as “The Fisheries

Resource  Development, Protection and
Utilization Execution, Council of Regional

Government Regulation No. 50/2007”
2. Definitions

1. The terms and phrases such as “Fish”,
“Fishing”, “Fisher”,

“self-consumption

“Fisheries Resource”,
“Subsistence
fishing”/,

Fishing”,
“Commercial Fishing”,
2" (13

“Recreational Fishing”, “Research Fishing”,
“Fishing Boat”, “Fishery Inspector”, “Water
Body”, “Bureau” and “Person” shall have the
definitions given to them under art.2 of the
Fisheries Resource Development, Protection
and Utilization Determination Proclamation
N0.92/2003.

Unless the context otherwise requires in this
regulation:

A. “Fish harvest” means harvesting fish

with the help of permitted fish
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B.

harvesting equipment and methods by
employing labor and time in natural and
man-made water bodies.
“Legal fish product” means a fish
product obtained from natural and
bodies

man-made water through

cultivators who have license and
work under private, association or in
an enterprise.
“Legal fish cultivator” means a person
who has a license in order to harvest fish
from natural and man-made water
bodies under a private, association or an
enterprise and harvests fish and fish
products with permitted harvesting

equipment, places and seasons,

“Legal fishing gears” means equipment
permitted with the view to harvesting
fish in traditional ways or improved
methods and which does not cause any
harm on fisheries resource and it
includes boat, canoe, gill or cast net,
hand net, ‘angafra’, trap, hook and so
on.

“Amount of fish product” means an
amount of product of mature fish for
be

harvested in a definite time from a water

consumption and that may
body without being unbalanced the
overall potential resource.

means the Ambhara
State

Resource Development, Protection and

“Proclamation”

National Regional Fisheries
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No. 92/2003.

PART TWO

3. Fish Harvesting

in a year.

same into the water forthwith.

dwindling species of fish.

Utilization Determination proclamation

CONDITIONS OF FISH HARVEST
AND FISHING EQUIPMENT /GEARS

1. Fish that may be harvested from any water
body in the region shall not exceed the
maximum amount of fish product which is
appropriately harvested from this water body

2. The size and type of fish product may be
harvested from natural and man-made water
bodies in the region shall not be under the
size of weight and length of fish being
determined to be harvested in accordance
with a directive may be issued by the Bureau.

3. Wherever any fish harvester, by chance,
captures fish under minimum size of length
and weight permitted to be harvested and
immature to breed, he is duty-bound to return

The Bureau may, fully or partially cause activity
of fish production to be terminated, as deemed
necessary, at any water body when it believes
that the potential of fishery resource may be
disturbed and extinct, the area is ascertained to
be a delivering area especially during breeding
and delivering seasons, or where there happens
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4. Fish Harvesting Equipment

resource.

satisfy.

Bureau.

below:
A. gill net
B. cast net and local trap
C. hook

is made shall be from 210/4-6

1. The number and type of fish harvesting
equipment that is appropriately used in the
activity of producing fish from a certain
water body shall not exceed the maximum
number of harvesting equipment which is
appropriate to cultivate the fisheries resource
with out unbalancing the potential of fish

The Bureau may issue a specific

guideline containing the type of equipment

may be permitted to be used in each water
body along with the criterion they may

2. Any fish cultivator shall register the type and
number of fishing gear used for harvesting
activity on the fishing license which is
granted to him, and wherever any variation of
type or size occurs on the registered fishing
gears, the licensee shall notify this to the

3. Fish harvesting equipment permitted up on
this regulation shall be those indicated herein

4. The size of meshes of gill net that may be
used in any water body shall, being varied
and determined depending up on the species
of fish and its growth condition as well as the
type of water body, be over 8 cm in width.
The thickness of the thread of which the net
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5. Fish harvesting may be possible by using cast

net and local trap in any water body, in a
manner of not destroying the resource
potential, if only the size of meshes of
aforementioned equipment shall be over 8 cm
in width.

It may be possible to use legal and reasonable
hooks, in a single or multiple of them, in any

water body where fishing is permitted.

. Traditional fishing harvesting gears may be

legally used to harvest fish where the said
equipment is confirmed by the pertinent
expert that it does not cause harm on the
fisheries potential.

Fishing gears prepared by enterprises which
fabricate equipment used for the activity of
fish product shall be ensured by the Bureau
that they don’t cause harm on the fisheries
resource.

5. Forbidden fish harvesting Equipment

Using those which are indicated herein below,
either for fishing equipment or any other
purpose is forbidden by this regulation hereof:

1. nets whose size of meshes are narrow in

width;

pulling and/ or trawl nets which may be
hauled or pulled by a manpower or boat for
the purpose of fishing;
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4.

6. Rights
Harvester

1.

With the details shall be determined by a
directive issued by the Bureau, narcotic or
polluting plants and chemicals;
Ammunition, dynamite and other devices
causing electric shook.
of

and Obligation Fish

Any person who has been granted fishing
license to produce fish from a water body
may produce fish.

Fish cultivator, having acquired a license,
shall have the right to harvest fish either
permanently or temporarily in private, group
or association.

Any person dwelling at costal water where it
IS permitted to undertake fishing shall
capture up to 3 kg fish using a single hook
for his personal or family consumption
provided however that he may not supply to
market and sell the captured fish.

Any person granted a permit to trap fish for
the purpose of sport may trap fish whose
size and type permitted to him, not
exceeding 3 kg. fish per day using a single
hook in a water body where he is permitted
to do so. Provided, however that he may not
supply to market the captured fish.

The number of fisher crews who may
engage in the activity of fish harvest in a
water body shall be determined up on the
amount of potential which may be assumed
that of the capacity of the water body.
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6. The type and number of fishing gear that a
be
determined by the Bureau, with respect to

fish cultivator may possess shall,

fishery potential available in the water body,
7. Any person engaging in the activity of fish
harvesting shall, having registered and kept
the type and amount of product he may
harvest, the number and type of harvesting
equipment he may use, his fishing area and
other information, have the responsibility to
submit same to his respective Agriculture

and Rural Development Head Office.

PART THREE

CONDITIONS OF PROTECTION,
TRANSPORTATION AND
IMPLEMENTIG FOR COMMERCIAL
ACTIVITY OF FISHERY RESOURCE

7. Protection and Conservation of

Fishery Resource

1. With the view to conserving and protecting
fishery resource available in any water body,
fishing task may not be undertaken at fish
breeding areas and seasons designated
beforehand. Having been identified such
breeding areas and seasons by study, the
water bodies may, fully or partially be
closed.

It is hereby a forbidden activity to cause the
flow or drainage of industrial, agricultural or

maritime, urban and other sewage, which
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may cause harm on fishery resource into any
water body.

3. Prior to any decision having taken to be used
any water body for the service of irrigation
development, generating electric power,
water transportation, tourism and so on, it
shall be ensured that no harm may happen
on the quality and sanitation of product of
fishery resource potential.

4. It is hereby prohibited to grow or plant
poisonous and narcotic plants in the vicinity
of natural and man-made ponds.

8. Quality keeping of Fish Product

1. The storage room of a boat working in
collecting and receiving fish product shall
not be exposed to the sun, shall keep its
cleanliness, shall fulfill sufficient amount of
ice and fish transporting box and shall not be
touched with items available in the boat like
gas-oil and others which may spoil the fish.

2. A boat working in collecting and receiving
fish product shall not be allowed to load a
person or another cargo, with the exception
of products and processing equipment which
it receives from.

3. Any person working in receiving fish
product shall satisfy his personal sanitation.

4. Having transported the product they have
harvested by preventing same from the sun
and by storing same in cool place or in the
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shade until the hand over is executed, and
kept its cleanliness and without getting it
spoiled, fish cultivator shall have to
distribute same to various users in a proper
way.

. The by-product remained after the fish being

prepared at the processing area shall be
disposed of in a manner that it does not
cause anti-health for the local community. It
is completely prohibited to drop the by-
product into the water body again thereon.

9. Transportation of Fish Product

1. Any vehicle used for transporting fish and

fish product shall be free from anti-health
germs, its cover does not allow dust to enter,
free from spoiling things and its sanitation is
being properly kept.

It shall not be permitted to load any other
cargo on the vehicle transporting fish and
fish products, with the exception of
processing devices of the product.

. Any driver discharging with transporting

fish and fish products shall be duty-bound to
carry and move, by adding sufficient ice,
with complete fish container boxes and
fridges during transportaion.

. Any one or an enterprise discharged with

transporting fish and fish products shall be
duty-bound to cause an investigation and
provide necessary information about his
transporting fish and the products to the
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4.

local fishery inspector and other pertinent
bodies at any place on demand.

If fish product, which has not been harvested
by legal fish cultivators and unmet the
criteria of quality, weight and length of the
fishery resource, is encountered being
transported, it shall be a liable task pursuant
to the provisions of art.14 and art.15 of the

proclamation.

10. Storage, Processing and  Selling
Place of Fish
1. Any fish storage, processing and selling

enterprise shall satisfy clean water, complete
sanitation service delivery, refrigeration and
sewage disposal rooms and equipment and
its floor and wall may be liable to clean
easily and allow sufficient light to enter.
Sewage resulting from processing and
selling area of fish product shall be disposed
in a condition of not disturbing comfort and
health of the surrounding society.

Fresh fish being stored or transported to a
nearby destination shall, in accordance with
this regulation, be kept in a fridge capable of
providing sufficient cool or placed in fish-
box by coating it with ice.

Workers engaging in fish processing activity
shall be those who have complete health and
have kept their personal cleanliness.
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11. Engaging in Fish  Commercial
Activity

1. Where it has been ensured by the Bureau
that any person who wants to engage in fish
trading activity is capable of delivering
legally harvested fish and fish products to
market by maintaining their quality
standard, he may, being registered by
authorized body and issuance of trade
license, do the business.

2. Any person who demands, by expressing
that he wants to engage in fish-retail trade
business, prior to his acquisition of a license
he demands, it shall be beforehand ensured
that he has owned a complete fish-shop that
enables him to sell, fish and fish products
which he may receive from cultivators or
wholesalers,  having  maintained the
sanitation and their quality standard, to the
consumer society.

12. Obligations of Fish Merchant

1. Any merchant of fish and fish products may
not receive fish which are immature for
consumption and then supply same to
market.

2. ltis liable to law, pursuant to this regulation,
to cause improper spoilage and wastage of
fish and fish product which deserve to be
timely delivered to the consumer society,
having been maintained its quality and




www.abyssinialaw.com

10 - 14 - HAd-U2 21N ¢PC “2.0HL 12 +7 1999 9.9° Zikre-Hig Gazette No,-20th Day of _ April 2007, Page - 14

AT20N7 U141 Y LT aowlot
VOP UALYTTT eanTAA =

215 P91 o-mATT Caovp)& ROP
4.2 LA TIG@9° 108, PI¥ Pl
THMME  Qpov-@  PLCEAET  ARIPT
@7 °CT LR AovPEamC oL
eCed: (Nereon0 T N7 Fo-9° L
LU PTACT: PUINLSTG PUlNavCan(;
22,73 haO-T =

s A hét

A%%1 ANDEPT 4.2 AN’LATOT

o

13. A7AF AN GEI 917

14,

1.

NA7?201C

nana.  o0r  2¢1 “101C hrté PO
0T o9 e hha oC (0°2.P07 POA
o-0NF 0§ 1PL U TIFo9 O
NrmA  oImd TP NI 0LY°
AN GES el Pa-dm- (7 hyat
hae 9249° PU1LAG 9V AL L TINIC
LAA: PTY° Lo oomy 00N, ALl
POLTA MG GUUPTT RLEI°CI =

927 AMf PTITlT LI

NA“2APNT Ve

NnAA- o0t D215 91 helacar
0P rgwm9° Pov KA OC  PATYTE
Ao N"75Fa-9° +0A o0 0T
P CPIT rCor 09U ML O

standard, due to no reason of beyond one’s
capacity or neglect.

3. Wherever an expert of fish-quality inspector
comes to inspect the structure of enterprise
and the position of fish and fish product at
any time, any merchant who has acquired a
license to trade fish and fish products shall
have the duty to have these fish and fish
products showed, explained and
investigated.

PART FOUR

CONDITIONS OF GRANTING
LICCNCE TO FISHERS

13. Fishing for Personal and Family
Consumption

Any person who is a regular resident in a
kebele adjacent to any water body where
fishing is permitted, and found in the region
may undertake fishing an amount not
exceeding over 3kg fish per day for his
personal or family consumption without
acquiring such a license. Provided, however
that, such amount excludes huge fish that
may be captured by chance.

14. Conditions of Granting a License to
Harvest Fish for Market

1. Any person who is a regular resident in any
kebele adjacent to any water body in which
fishing is taking place and found in the
region and wants to earn his livelihood by
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engaging in fish harvesting activity may,
where he demands in a sole or an organized
way, pursuant to this regulation, be granted
fish harvesting license for market by the
pertinent body.

2. The Woreda
Development Head Office in which the

Agriculture  and Rural
water body is incorporated shall grant a
license indicated under sub-Art.1 of this
Art, and license demanding, granting and
contractual obligation entering forms are,
annexed to this regulation hereof for the
purpose of being used.

3. Itis herein prohibited to hand over a license
of harvesting fish for market which is
granted pursuant to this regulation hereof to
third party.

4. Any person acquiring a license of

harvesting fish for market and commencing

harvesting activity shall have the duty to
notify the amount and type of fish product
to the nearby Woreda Agriculture and Rural

Development Head Office within a month.

15. 9217 AoUSE hA%?  97901C | 15. Granting a Fishing License for
2.2 ¢ QMAamAm T Recreational Purpose
1. 0aAa. o0t 0°2TFT 9% 71010 1. A license enabling to undertake fishing for
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.Y L7 aowldt 97 AvHNGE 9477
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recreational purpose in water bodies found
in the region and permitted to undertake
fishing shall be granted by the Bureau.

. Any person permitted to undertake fishing

for recreational purpose may, pursuant to
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this regulation, be able to undertake fishing
activity by using only with a single hook.

3. The amount of fish that may be fished for
recreational purpose in any water body shall
not be over 3kg per day.

4. 1t is, pursuant to this regulation, prohibited
to supply to market fish that is to be fished
and captured using a license granted for the
purpose of recreation.

5. It shall not be possible to transfer a fishing
license granted for recreational purpose to
third party.

16. Fishing for the Purpose of Research

1. Any person having pre-accredited and
support of the Regional State Agriculture
Research Institution may, pursuant to this
regulation, ask for a fishing license in order
to undertake fishing for scientific research
and study, and thereby, the Bureau may
grant same to him.

2. Where a license requested under sub. Art.1
of this Article has been granted, he shall
have the duty to notify the type and amount
of fish captured for this purpose to the body
of granting a license from time to time
throughout the period of completion of the
research program.

3. It is prohibited to supply to market fish
captured during the research time, beyond
its permitted service.

17. Engaging in Fish farm Activity

1. Any person who wants to engage in fish
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farming activity shall, by submitting the
project document he has prepared for the
with

environmental impact evaluation study to

work complete  statement  of
the Bureau, pursuant to the provisions of
Art.

regulation hereof ask for work permit.

6 of the proclamation and this

2. A person who wants to undertake cage-
culture in lakes, dams, rivers and other
water bodies in the Region shall carry out
his work by wusing only fish species
available in a water body he has selected for
this purpose thereon.

3. Fish feed used for cage culture service shall,
pursuant to the provision sub-Art.2 of this
Article, be beforehand ensured that it does
not cause negative impact on the indigenous
or native fish species.

4. Wherever it is proposed to undertake fish
farming, it is prohibited to import any type
of fish species from water body of another
region or overseas and distribute same into
any water body of the region, without
adequate study.

PART FIVE

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
18. Inapplicable Laws

Any other regulation, directive or customary
practice which contradicts this regulation may
not apply to matters provided for therein.
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19. Power to Issue Directives

The Bureau may issue directives necessary
for the full implementation of the Regulation

20. Effective Date

This regulation shall come into force as of the
date
Gazette of the Regional State

of its publication in the Zikre-hig

Done at Bahir Dar,
This 20" day of Arpil,2007
Ayalew Gobze
Head of Government of the
Ambhara National Regional State






