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II

(Non-legislative acts)

REGULATIONS

COMMISSION DELEGATED REGULATION (EU) 2015/895
of 2 February 2015

supplementing Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council on
the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund as regards transitional provisions

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

Having regard to Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014 on the
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and repealing Council Regulations (EC) No 2328/2003, (EC) No 861/2006, (EC)
No 1198/2006 and (EC) No 791/2007 and Regulation (EU) No 1255/2011 of the European Parliament and of the
Council (), and in particular Article 129(1) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Article 129 of Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 provides for the possibility to establish the conditions under which
support approved by the Commission under Council Regulations (EC) No 861/2006 (3, (EC) No 1198/2006 (})
and (EC) No 791/2007 (%) and Regulation (EU) No 1255/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council (°)
may be integrated into support provided for under Regulation (EU) No 508/2014, including for technical
assistance and for the ex post evaluations.

(2)  Provisions for the transition from support under Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 to support under Regulation
(EU) No 508/2014 should be adopted. The ex post evaluation of the programmes funded under the European
Fisheries Fund (EFF) will provide key information to support the strategic report for the coming programming
period, as referred to in Article 53(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of the European Parliament and of the
Council (°). This information will also feed into the impact assessment which will help prepare the new
regulatory framework for the ESI Funds in the post-2020 period.

(3)  In light of the above, this Regulation should adjust the dates for the completion of the ex post evaluation of the
programmes to take account of the fact that the deadline set in Article 50(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 is
not compatible with a comprehensive ex post evaluation exercise, since it will not be possible for an evaluator to
examine the impact of the programmes in relation to the objectives when commitments and payments are still
ongoing. Indeed, in accordance with Article 55(1) of Regulation (EC) No 11982006, the period of eligibility of
expenditure under the EFF lasts until 31 December 2015, and therefore payments by and to beneficiaries in
accordance with Article 55(1) and (7) of that Regulation can be made until that date. Furthermore, the last
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application for payment can be sent by the Member States to the Commission until 31 March 2017, in
accordance with Article 86(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006.

(4)  This Regulation should also clarify that it is not necessary for Member States to provide to the Commission the
annual report referred to in Article 67 of Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 by 30 June 2016 since the information
contained in that report will not arrive in time for its inclusion in the ex post evaluation report referred to in
Article 50(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006. Once sent to the Commission by Member States in June 2016,
that report will need to be approved before being examined and integrated in the ex post evaluation by
31 December 2016. Furthermore, that information will be included in the final report referred to in that Article,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Scope
This Regulation shall apply to the ex post evaluation of operational programmes and to the annual report to be sent by
Member States as provided for in Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006.

Article 2

Ex post evaluation

The ex post evaluation referred to in Article 50(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 shall be completed by the
Commission by 31 December 2016.

Article 3

Annual implementation report

In the year 2016 the Member States shall not be required to send the annual report on the implementation of the
operational programme provided for in Article 67(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006.

Article 4

Entry into force

This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Union.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 2 February 2015.

For the Commission
The President
Jean-Claude JUNCKER
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