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PHYSICAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL ACT

Interpre . . .
P 1. In this act, unless the context otherwise requires,

tation _
"approved plan" means a plan authorised by the Planning Board

or Planning Authority and approved by the Minister under subsection(3)

of section 15 of this act;
"Board" means the Planning Board established after section 3 of this Act.

"Development includes building construction, engineering works or mining operat

carried out on, under or oveny land, making changes in Land use,

subdividing or unifying any Land but does not include maintenance operations

internal operation of buildings, construction of temporary structures
and such others works as the Minister may by Regulation prescribe.

"Draft Plan " means a Plan made under the authority of the Board or Planning

authority for a designated planning Area or part thereof for the purpose of providir

guidelines for effective utilization of land and for Development control.
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PRysteel Planning and Development Control Act, 1590.

"Land Adninistration Board" meane the Boerd created
for land administration purposss under the State Lande
Act

"Minister" means the Minister responeibls for the
adninistration of this Acts

"Planning Area" means sn area designated by the Ministsr
under section 9 of this Act.,

"Planning Authority® mesns the suthority esteblished
by the Minister under section' 5 of this Act; and

“"Public Purpose” and planning purposs have the same
mesning as in the Land Acquisition snd Compeneattion Act,

PART 11

'ESTABLISHMENT OF PLANNING BOARDS AND
PLANNING AUTHORITIES

3.  There shall ba established a Planning Boerd which
shall conaist of such persons as the Minister mmy, by
order published in the Gazetts, prescride.

4. The Board shell authorise and direct the pre-
paration of the dieft plane .specified in the Scheduls
to thie Act and shall advise the Minieter -

a) on the formulation of general physical deve-
lopment poliev for the country as 8 whole or

for any specifie part thoreol ss mey be neces-
sary

b) on sny matter relsting to the administration
of this Act, including the meking of appro-
priate regulationss



¢) On sny matter referred to it by him,
and shell @ such other things as the
Board may oconsider necessary for cerry-
) ot its functions under this Act.

Eatabi~ s, Thers shall be established s Planning Authority

::'e' , for Banjul end Kowbo Saint Mary and esch Division
th:ﬂi which ghall comprisw such menbers as the Minister may,
sutho~ by Order publiwned in .ne Gezette, prescribe.

rities, ‘

m of . The Planning Authority shall -

:‘:‘PM @) authorise snd direct the preparation of
thosity. the dr.ft local plane specified in the

Sohedule to this Acty

b) advise the Land Administretion Board on
applications for land lesses in its area
and enaure that such applications are in
conformity with the draft local plan;

©) consider all applications for permits
for the development and use of sny land
within its ares; and

‘d) adviss the Board on metters under its
Juriediction and on such other matters as
may ‘be refarred to it by the Board.

Proceedings 7. The M;ninur may, by regulations, prescribe the
'w“ procedures to be followed by the Board and Planning
P  Authorities in the performence of their functions

AhoTitios. ier this Act.



PART 11l

PREPARATION OF DRAFT PLANS

Draft 8. (1) Dreft Plane shall provide guidelines
g%:g: ond  gor the spatial development and affactive use of
purpose., land to ensure a well balsnced environment and

good living conditions.

(2) Thers shall be the following types of
draft plans -

a) national plane;

b) divisional plane;

¢) development plans; snd
d) 1local plans.

(3) The scales of draft
plans sre specified in the Scheduls to this Act.

Designe- 9+ (1) The Minister mey, from time to time,
:’i::- of snd upon the sdvise of the Board or Authority,
ning as the case may be, by notice published in the

sroas. Gazette, desionate snv area as a slannina araa.

(2) The Board or a Planning Authority mey
authorise the meking of a draft plan in reepect
of any planning ersa within its jurisdiction or
sny part thereof,

Yhe 10. (1) The Board shall prepare a national plan
g‘;ﬁ‘?"“ for The Gambia.

(2) The netional plan shall complement the
natiocnal socio-economic plans of the country and shsll
provide the guidelines .and policies st the national
level for the development of urban and rural settls-
ments, traffic and transportation, rasource utili-
zation and economic activities and for the preservation
of national and environmental reserves.
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11. (1) The Soard shall within the frsmework
of the naticnal planms prapsrd divisiorsl plans
for sach Diviaicn of The Gambia.

{(2) Tre divisionsl plans shall indicats
polieieqp detailad and specific guidelinss
at the Divisicnal lavel for devalopment of
urbsn arsas and shall reflect the problsme, issues
and prospecta of such Divisicn and tha pecpls
living thersin.

12. (1) The Board shall within the framework
of the national plan and divisional plan, prepars
development plans for any area which shall pro-
vide broad policies and guidelines for the deve-
lapment of §H8 urban arss or major settlements
covered by that plan, for a period of fifteen

to twenty ysars.

(2) The development plan shsll genarally
indscate the different lend-uee zones, traffic
and. traneportation routes, community fascilitiss,
utilities snd historic monuments snd such other
metters ss the Minister may, by regulaticn, pres-
aribe,

13, (4) The Soazd shall, after approving the
draft development plan dizect that it shell be
sxhidbited for inspeoction by the general public
at such syitabls place oz places 20 ih2 Boord

mey thimk fit,
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{2Y The draft development plan exhibited
for inspection under subsection (1) of this
section shall be on display for a period of
thirty days.

(3) The Board shaXl cause a notice of the
sxhibition to be published in any local newspaper
and the Gazette and such notice shall state that
the plan may be inspectsd within a period of
thirty days and ahall specify the places and
hourd within which it may ba inapected.

(4) The Doard may supply a copy of the draft
plan or any extract thersof requeated by any per-
son, on the payment of such fees as the Minister
may, by regulations, prescribe.

14. (1) Any person who has en objection againet
the dreft development plan exhibited under section 13
of this Act, may within seven days aftsr the pub-
lication of the notice of exhibition in the Gazette
sxpreas his ohjecticn in writing to the Board.

(2) The Board shall within thirty days of the
end of the period af exhibition, consider all objec-
tions end mey accept or rejeet sny objection in
whole or in part,

(3J  Where any objection is accepted in whole
or in part under subsectdon (2) of this section, the
Board shall carry out such alterations or amendnrents
to the draft plan as it may deem fit.



Minieter 15. (19 The dreft development plen with or

::d .,,pi';S: without swendments shall be submitted to the
plan. Minister for spprovel after a period of four-

tean days from the period referred to._under sub-
section (2) and shell he accompanied by a
Schedule which shall state -

a) objectiona paised under section 14
of this Act;

b) objections accepted or rejected bu the board

e) Alterations or amendments made by the Board

as a result of any such objection.

(2) The isnister may after considering the
draft plen sccept or refer it to the Board for fur-
ther consideration, amendment or resubmission.

(3) The dreft plen shall come: into effect
from the date of appraoval by the Minister under
this section end shall be referred to as the deve-
lopaent plen and ths fast of such approval shall

be published in any local newspapers and the

(4) A copy of the approved plan shall be certified by the Minister

and the Chairman of the .... and deposited in the office of the Board

and shall be ... available for inspection by the general public.
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(3)  The Board shall supply a copy of thc
aporaved plen or any extract to any peraon who
mskes & request for such copy on the payment of
such fees as the Minister may, by regulation,

'pmrlbo.

16. The develooment plan shall be used -

a) a8 the beeis for preparing com-
prehaniive local plens; end

b) for regulating the development of
8ll laend not covered by a local
plan,

7. (1) The Board shall, from time to time and
at leset once in évery Five years, commencing: from
the date on which the development plan becomes effec-
tive, review and meke such amendmonts as may hn re-
quired by changss in the development plans of Govemn-
mont .

(2)  The procedures for smending a develop-

ment plan shall be the same as those fer thw pro-
parscion snd spproval of such planas.

18. (1) A draft locsl plan mey be prepared in

‘respect of any area for which there sxikits a zeve-

lopment plan.
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(2) A local plan prepared under subsection (1)
of this section shall be based on and ghall reflasct
the proposals in the development plan for tha urea in
respact of which the local 5lan has bsen >repars:,

(3) After any area has been designated as o
planning aree under section 9 of this Act.if in the
opinion of the Board circumstances 8o resuire,
local plans way be prepared for any area which is not
covered by a devalooment nlan,

19. (1) The Planning Autharity shall sresers “raft
local plans for any aras within its “dvision waich
shall consiat of a map and 4 written statz.ent.

(2) A draft local plan shall be rmace within
the fremawork of the Jdesvelopment plan anc sholl general-
1y provide -

a) detuiled proposals for davaloocant
end use of land in the ara: covers:
by such plan; and

b) ‘contain such other matters as the
“inister may, by raqulation ~rescribe.

25. - (1)  The procedurs for the apgroval of deafb
local plans shall be the sang as for the aaroval of

draft development plans undery.this Act.
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(2) Where the circumstances so require,
the Minister may exempt a draft local plan fron
the requirements for public exhibition provicded
uder subsection (1) of saction. 13 of this Actk.,

21, (1) A draft locsl plan shall come into
offect upon approval by the Minister in accor~
dance with section 20 of this Act and snall be
known u'thc local plan.

(2) A loeal plan s4all ba used -

a) as the basis for preparint com-
prehensive infrastructure plans;.

b) for regulating the devslopu::t of
all land which it covers; and

¢) for the enforcement of dev:lon-
ment control in the area covzred
by the plan.

PART I .
DEVELOPMENT  COMTARSL

22. (1) A1l lawfully existing uses at the tine
_o_f spproval of a Jdraft local plen for eny arca shall
be valid and the provisions of this Act shall not

apply to such use,

(2)  Notwithstanding subsection .1} where
public intarest ao rejuires or in the exareisc of
any power conferred by any 1w it is reauired that
a lawfully existing uoss shell be chanyed, the liinis-
ter may, aubject 'to subsection (3) of this section,
direct that such exiating use be discontinuc



‘tion
for

(3)  Whero the Minister exercisse tie Hower
confarred upon him by subsection (2) of this secticn
he may, if in his opinion unreasonable hardship will be
caused to the owner or occupier of such land; direct
that compensation be paid to such owner ar occupisr
in sccorgance with the provisions of the Lend Acqui-
sition and Comoensation Act.

(4) No person shall enlargs or alter an exis-
ting use without first applying for and obtaining a
dovelapment perait in scoordence with this Act.

23. (1)  Any new develapment ar change in cevelop-
mt in a designated area for which there is a develop-
ment pian or a Jocel plan, shell be in gecordance with

the pyovistons of ihe plan for the ares.

(2) AL} new develdpmersts or chenges in dovelop-
sent for any desigrneted plamming area for which a develop—

@t or locel plen is in the process of beiny prepared
amy, o8 Ow disgpetion of Uw plemning euthorityshe defer-
Ted Wntil the plane ave sgproved.

(3)  Notwithstandiag the generelity of sub-

‘section (2} of this sxction, in special ceses, the

Minister wa; declare the whole plamning ares or parts
thereof se aress where eny new or changes in develop-

-ment ghall be prohibited pendihg the approval of
‘Jocel :plane. ‘
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(4) In areas of settlement rot covered
by a blanqm developments or changes in-devslop~
ment may be permitted at the discretion of thé
Planning Authority ify in the opinion of the Plan-
ning Authority, the proposed development or change
ia compatible with surrounding uses.

(5) Mo development shall be permitted in
any open land or preservation area except to the
extent specified by the Minister by regulations
made under thia Act.

(6)  No development, alteration or demo-
lition shall be permitted in the areas con-
taining monuments of ancient, historical, reli-
glous or other significence, relics and other
objects of architectural, archaeloqical histo-
rical or scientific interests, which heve been
designated for protection and preservation by

the National Council for Arts and Culture.

24, No pereon shall cerry gut sny develop-
ment on sny lend subject to the provisions of

‘this Act; unless that person, nas been 1ssued

with a development-permit in respect of such land
by the Planning Authority of the area in which

‘such land is situete.

25. The Planning Authority shall receive
and consider for appravel applications for develop-
ment permits for any land within its area of juris-
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mim 26, An ppplication for s development permit
for deve- shall be in wiiting addressed to the Planning Autho-
lopment rity in the appropriate form and on paywent of such
petait. foss sa the Minister shall prescribe.

Minister to 27, The Minister may meke reculations pres-
Tormant™™  cribing the procedures to be followed, and speci-
gontrol fications for development to be ensured by the Planning
m‘. Authorities in considering applications.

Becigian 8. he pmw wgty may after congidering
of the sny application for a development perait -

vm
8) grent ar refuss. the granting of the
dovelepmant pernit;

b) geant s develasment psnit subject to
emendments to such application;

¢) geent a development pernit subject
" to euch conditions es it mey think fit,
ond

shall notify the agplicadt i writing of its deci-
sien o the vessens therefore within thirty deys

of sush dgsision being made.

9, (1) Asy wplipms who is sggrioved by the dedi~
A sien of the Plarning Atharity”ssy, within fousteen
Planning e fsen the date of such decision, cdpesl to the
Authority's Minitteragainst the deeision.

Decision
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(2) The Minister shall within thirty
days of the recaipt of the appeal give his
dacision and inform the appellant acenrdingly.

(3) The decision of the Minister under
subsection (2) shall be final.

3. M The execution of any development per-
mit granted under section 28 of this Act shall
be carried out in accordance with this Act, the
Development Control Reqgulations made thereunder
and the terms and conditions set out in the Dave-
lopment Permit.

(2) A Development Permit issued under
section 28 of this Act, shall, unless renewed
in accordance with the provisfona of this seo-
tion, be valid for a period of two years come
mencing from the date of issue.

(3) A Development Permit which has exe
pired, may be renewed upon application to the
Planning Authority in the appropriate form and
payment of such faes as the Minister may, by
requlation, prescribe.

3. (1) Suhject to section 22 the Planning
Authority may serve a notice, in this section
referred to ds the Enforcement Notice on



'8

Fhysteal Planntng and Dm‘lapmmt‘é'cnml Aect, 1990,

Stop

notice

tho gwner, or occupier of any
Jand situated within an area
covered by an approved plan
requiring auch owner or oc-
cupier to comply with.the
provisions of the approved
plan in so far as it relates
to the development of hia land;

{2) An Enforcement Notice shell specify

a) the provision of the Approved
Plan, or Development Permit
requiring complience;

b) the steps reqiired to be taken
to correct or rectify the vio-
lations.

(3) An enforcement notice shell specify
the date on which it shall become effective

and the period within which such notice shall

Yo complied with,

32, The Planning Authority mey serve a
notice, in this section refarred to as a atop
notice, on any owner or occupier of.sny lend
situated within an erea covered by a plan where
such owner or ocoupler is carrying or has
oarribd out “evelopments violatind conditions
of the plen or development permit, directiny
him to cosse forthwith such developments.
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33, The Planning Authority may servs
a notice of revocation of the development per-
mit on any owner or occupier of any lend within
an area coversd by a plan where such owner or
occupier has vinlatad tha eonditions laid down
in the davelopment permit.

34. Any notice raquirad to be aarved
under this part shall be desmed-tn be proparly
served if it is addressed to the owner or oc-
cupier of any land and delivered to his last
known address or conspicuously posted up or
displayed on the land to which the Enforcement
Notice relates.

35, (1) Any person aggrieved by a notice,
served under this part may apbeal to the Minie-
ter within fifteen days of the date of the no-
tice and shall where such person has been ser-
ved with an enforcament notice, stop all deve-
lopments:-prior to the making of such appeal
notwithsBanding subsection 3 of section 31.

(2) The appeal shall be in writing
and &hall state clearly the grounds of the

appeal and the facts on which the appellant
relies.

{3) 'The Minister shall meko his deci-

sion vithin thirty days of the receipt of auch
appeal.

(4) The decision of the Minister
under subsection (3) shall be final.
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PART V.

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

36, Where any land is required for
public or plannina purposes, the Planning
Authority may make a recommendation to the
Minister to acquire such land under the pro-
visions of the Land Acquisition and Compen-
sation Act,

37. (1) The Plannina Authority may, in
consultation with the ownere or occupiera
of any land held under sspezate ownership
alter or combine the exiating boundaries

of such land and reconstitute new boundariss
for any replanning exercise in furtherance
of any plsn,

(2) The Minister may, by regulations,
prescribe the procedures for the adjustment
of existing boundaries mentioned in subsection
(1) of this section.

38, Any person' who contravepes .or
fails to comply with

a) the provisions or tnis Act; or

b) any regulations made under tiis
Act; or

c) a develapment permit or to obtzin
such permit ifv an area in respect
of which there exists a plan;
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d) a plan;

commits an offence and shall in addition to
having such development removed be liable to
a fine not exceeding two thousand dalasis or
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one
year or to both such fine and imprisonment.

39. The Minister may meke regulations
and-pules for the better corrying out of the
provisions of this Act.

4g. (1) The. Physical Planning Act, 1984 and the
Building Act'are hereby repealed.

(2) Notwithetanding subsection (1)
of this Section =~

a) any regulations, rules, orders
“or by-laws made under the
Physical 'Planning Act 1984 and the Buil-
ding Act 1964 shall, until revoked
" or varied continue to be in force
as though they were mede under this
Act;

b)  any notice served or other sction
taxen under the Building Act shall
be deemed to have been gsrved or
taken under this Act and may:bs
confirmed &nd enfo.ved as if thst
Act had not been repealed.
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{c} any development apprived
under the Physical Planning

Act, 1984 or the Building Act
shall, until such approval is
reacinded, be deemed to have

been spproved under this Act.

Date of 41, The Minister shal}l, by order publishe:
Commencement in the Cazette, appuint a date for the coming
into force of this Act.



Phygtcal Planntng and Developrient. Control Act, 1950.

23

SCHEDULE

——————————

Draft Plans

1.

2.

3.

Stage 1. National Plans, Scale 1:250,00
1:100,000. Authority Planning Board.

Stage 2. Divisional Plans, Scals 1:59,000
1:25,000, Authority - Planning Board,

State 3. Development Plans, Scale
1:25,000 ~ 1:5,000. Authority - Planning
Board.

Stage 4. Local Plans, Scale 112,500
1:1,250. Authority - Planning Authority.
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Passan in the House of Representatives this Twenty-six day of December,
in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hun and Ninety.

R. H. W. Sows,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

R. H. W. Sows,
Clerk of the House of Represensatives.



