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TIMBER RESOURCES (LEGAliTY llCENSING) 

REGULATIONS, 2012 

IN ExERCISE of the power conferred on the Minister responsible for 
Forestry by sectioI118 of the Timber Resources Management Act, 1998 

. (Act 5475,-: and on the recommendation of the Forestry Comrirission, 1997 
(Act5~1), these Regulations are made this 19th day of June, 2012. 

Preliminary provisions 

Purpose of Regulations 
1. The purpose of these Regulations is to provide for a licensing scheme 

to regulate the import and e.xport of timber products to and tram Ghana . 
to control the international trade of illegally .. harveste.d tinlber produ~ 
and illega1logging. . 

Application _of Regulations . . '. 
2. These Regulations apply to the timber products specified in the First . 

Schedu!€;~ whiGl1 are . 
'/a) harvested within the country; 
(b) imported into Ghana; 
(c) destined for distribution and sale on the domestic market; 

and " . , 
(d) destined for export from the country. 

Establishment and jUnctions of the Timber Validation Committee 

Establishment of Timber Validation Committee 
3. There is established by these Regulations a Timber Validation Com-

mittee. . 

FUnctions of the Committee 
4. The Committee shall ' 

(a) monitor and ensure that the division or department of the 
. Comit.Jission responsible for verification and validatio~:Df 
applications for licences performs its functions' in··a credible., 
transparent and independent manner; . 

(b) establish measures to ensure that the processes of verifica-: 
tion and validation under these Regulations are not inter­
fered with; 
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' .. -(r;) settle .corhplaints made in respecf of the: diviSion ordepart­
.. '. ment of the Commission responsible for verification and 

validation of applications for licences' 'and the verification 
. . aIld . validation process . undertaken under Regulation 12(2); 
.. (d) makerecommenClationsto the Minister regarding the imple-

. mentation of these Regulations;' and . 
(e) report' arniually to the Minister on itS acti~ties" 

-'" Membership and tenure of office of members of Co:mmittee. 
5. ' (1) The Committee shalL~onsist of 
. _.: (aJ a chairperson appointeC}-by the Minister, acting onthe 

'. . ~."'~~-:- "advice or the. Corrimission" .. . . - '. . : 
-:,"',. ... -' .. . . , .'. ..... , . .. ' : .: .:'" .: , . 
::::.. ..: (b) the' Chief Executive of the Commission; '. ' .. ' . 
. ~t:0> (c) .one r'epreseritative'not below the.rank ·ofDrrector from 
~. '-.... . ..•. : (i) .... . the ' Customs J?ivision :o(the Ghana Revenue 

/c< ' ·~ . Authority· n'omin.ated-:-·by the_ : Cornmissioner~ 
.. General; . . . . '.' 

i -:c.·'· , ~,:.., '.' (li) . the Ministry of Lands aiidNatUffiLResources; and 
(iii) the Ghana Police Service; 

(d) one representative fr.om the Judicia.ry nom.ip.ated by the ' 
'. :;f~~ ' ~,i '. . Chief Justice; :"' ''''-:' ", .' , . " . -. ,~ ':'- '.' . . . 

" (e) one representative . of the Trades Union Congress; . 
. ,'" . -. : (f) one representative ' from the private seE-tor with requisite 

.'';;'. . r _" ~...' professional qualification; . · , .. ~" ,"- " . 
.. " .~=?:,:-:: /g) 0Ile iepresentative'"£r6~, the :timber ,in:dustry; · , " . . 

.' - r (h) one represeiitativefrQm" theN~tibna1, HoU:se of Chiefs,. and 
" .. ,··::":.TOtheDirector of the diviSion"'oidepaTtn1ent '9f¢e Commission · 

. ·7:·:'="-" ;. : <resporisible for verificatioriaild:' valiciati6n6fapplications 
'. . . ~i': >{()r1iceiices" .. " ' 0-:. . . . .' " . .... 

:-t.": -:" (2) ': Thememb'ers 6fthe C6rb1nittee, othetfuan the Chief Eecutive . 
,_ ~~:;~·;.<6f tbe . C8ffiinissioii .an(:t~t11.eDit.fctor9ftlif.;diYfsionor : department of 
-,-. the: "Cbtrlillission responsible ror verificatiOnand"'validation of applica-

tions for licences shall be appointed by the MiniSter. . 
. : (;Y~·A·, ni~fub:~r · ofthe~Corilinittee shalihbld ~office for a period not ' 

exceeding three years and is eligible for re-appointment, but a member shall 
not be appointed for more than two consecutive tenns. 
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. . . (4) A member of the Committee may at .any' tllne resign from 
, ' .. office . in writing addressed to the Minister. 
~ ',.. _ (5) A meriIDerof the Corrimittee who is absent from three consecutive 

meefulgS without sufficient cause ceases to be a member of the Committee. 

(6) ·Th~ MInister may by letter aamessed toa member revoke the' 
appointmenfbf that meinber. 

(7) . Where a ;:tneI11berof the Corrumttee is fOi ···sufiig~t:·'~~~son, 
unable to act as a member, the Minlstet shall determi.he ' whe-ilier the in­
ability would result in a declaration. of a vacancy. 

(8) where there '4.~a. 'vi{cancY · ~ _~. - : .. -:.~ ~-.. ' '._. .' _.. :, . . ' . ' 
. - , .. -_ . , . . 

(a) under subregulations (4), (5)~ (6) or-regwatio.lr?- (2), 
. (b) as a result of a 'declaration under suhieiuiatldn(7); . or ..... 

(e) by reason of the death of a member, the ~Minister shall ap-
- .• point another persqn to fi1l"th'e vacancy. " . . .: ;.:: . . 

· ~ .·. ·'·· Meeti!,lgs .of{:;ommittee .. . ;. . .c. _ _ .• • - .•• c=.: . . _._ .... -.- . 

,- . ... . '6 ~ : " The CornID..ittee shall regulate the manner and procedure of its 
meetings . 

. ", DiSci("sui~ ofmterest. . " ' ... : . .. ~ . :. ;....... '- '9 .> .... '._ 

7. Ci) ' A merriber of the Comri:ritte~whohas- aIlinterest· !n ' ,('~atter 
for consideration ' .. 

(a) shall disclose the natureof.the m.teres't andthed~closute 
~';shall f~rm part of th~ · r·eeonl~ of· th~~~co~~ideratidn . of the 

matteI:;arid . • . '. "'<." .. .. , . . . .- , ",' . 
. . (b) shall ~ot particip-ate~- the dehberadons.··g'fthe caminltte~ 

'. in respect of that matter. ". --O: ~, . . _. '~:" ',:~~~,, _.',", ... ' 

-'. ' (2)A ·rnemher. :ceases t~,.;be a m~·~ber of ili~ ··C;mmitt~~; · if that 
~ iiiember ha-s :an :-mterest ill a matter before the tonID-iittee ahd 

~' . . .' ~·(a/ fails ' to disclose that interest, o~ . ' " 

(b) participates. in the deliberations of the Committee in 
.' 'respect·'·of" the mattet .. ~:. ;; . - ' . .'- ; ~~~ ~ .. . . 
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Allowances 
8. Members of the Committee shall be paid the allowances approved 

by the Minister in consuItation with the Minister responsible for 
Finance. 

General provisions on licences 

Requirement for licence 
9. A person shall not 

(a) export from Ghana; or 
(b) distribute for sale on the domestic market a timber product 

without a licence issued by the Commission. 

Application for licence 
10. (1) A person who intends to export a timber product from the 

country or distribute ' a timber product for sale on the domestic market 
shall apply in writing to the Commission. 

(2) The application shall be made in the format determined by 
the Commission. 

(3) An application for a licence_!llay be made to cover 
(aJ the. shipment of a ' timber pr<?duct destined for 

. .•. export 'fromGhana; and 
(b) the consignment of a timber product harvested . 

within the country. or a timber product destined for 
sale on the domestic market. 

(4) The application shall be accompanied with the documenta­
tion required by the Commission. 

(5) The applicant shall submit the application with the adminis­
trative and proc~ssing fee prescribeq. by the Commission. 

Conditions for licence .' 
11. (1) A licence under these Regulations shall· only be granted if 

(a) the timber pro~uct obtained .from Ghana and 'destined for 
. k ' export from Ghana or for 'distribution for sale on the 

domestic market has been legally produced; 

1 c 
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(b) . the timber product destined for export from Ghana does 
not include a timber product imported into the country from 
a third . country 

(i) in a form in which the laws of that third country 
prohibit for export; or 

(ii) which is produced in contravention of the laws of 
the country where the trees were harvested. . 

.(2) A timber product is legally produced if it .. 
. (a) has beeD. checked in accordance with the wood tracking system · 
. prescril?ed by. the Commission, and 
(b) conforms to.· ~he definition, principles, standards, and 

criteria set out in the Second Schedule. 
(3) The Conu;nission may require an applicant for a licence to 

satisfy any Other conditionor_furirish it with additional documentation 
or information -it considers necessary to determine the application . . 

Process for appli,cation. _. _ . ' 
12. (1) The Commission -shall within three days of the receipt of a 

completed application, · acknowledge receipt and . forward one copy of 
. the appLication · to tlie .divisi<?h or department of the Commission 
responsible for verification-arid validation · of applications for licences to· 
verify and validate the application. . 

-(2) . For. the purposes of processing an application· fora--licence 
made under regulation 10., the diviSion or department of the Commis­
sion responsible ,for verification and validation of applications for 
licences shall ·within fourteen days · of the receipt ofanapplication verify 

_ and validate the application: · 
(3) . Where . the division or department is of the opinion that the 

applicant has . -
.- (a) paid the prescribed fee; and 

(b) met the requirements of the verification and validation process 
in respect of the application, it shall prepare and submit in 
writirig a report and its reco:rmnendations on the verificati"on 
and validation process to the Commission for consideration. 
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(4) For the purposes of this regulatiori, the verification and 
validation of an application includes the conduct· of processes 

(a) to confi.n:ll the legality of a timber product as specified in 
the Second Schedule; and 

(b) in accordance with the criteria prescribed by the Commission. 

Grant of licence 
13. (1) .The Commission shall within seven days of the receipt of a 

report from the· Division ·or depart:ffient of the Commission responsible 
for verificatio·n and validation of applications for licences make a 
decision based on the recommendations . 

. (2) ~Where after consideration of the report the Commission is of 
the . opinion that .. 

(a) the consignment of a timber product meets the required 
legal standards for export ·from Ghana or for distribution 
. for sale on the domestic market; and . 

(b) verification of the process chain of timber products 
. destined for export from Ghana or for distribution for sale 

o · on the domestic market has been completed; 
the Commission may grant a licence to the applicant. 

(3) The Commission shall within thirty days of receipt of the 
. report inform the applicant in writing of its decision, . 

(4) A licence granted by the Commission is subject to condi­
tions specified in the licence. 

• 
(5) Where the Commission refuses to grant a licence, it shall com-

.. ,municate the reason for the refusal to grant the licence. . 
(6) For thepurposes of this regulatiorr; the 'process chain of timber 

products ' includes '.: - . 
.. (a) the processes involved from the point in time when a timber 

product is harvested through to the point in time when the 
timbe:r product is ready for export or for ~ ale on the domestic 
market; and 

(b) the wood tracking system prescribed by the Commission. 
N on-transferability of licence . 

_., 14.· (1) A person granted a licence under these Regulations shall not 
transfer that licence to another person. 
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;.;;~:::: .. :~ .~ ~. (2} . .b person who transfers_or'attempts to transfer a lice..nce COID-

··,,·t~' !· " !nits "an offerice and is ,liable on suminaiy -convictiQn to a fine of not 
rnoi.e-:-:.;than~'6J!e , thouscgl,g::'penalty : units or to_.' a 'feim or ipiprisonment of 
n o t m :;k'(thcin tWo year~ .or -to both. . 

vmditfrtii'd:dbiatidri~'bf licence _' .. f . . _. ,.: .: .. ~. : ;~.: : . '-. 

" '.15 ~ ... (1) A licence is valid from the date that it is granted. 
- '''-'~ . (2) - . The period of validity of a licence shall: not excee'd , 
;~' '-raj twentY-one days for tllnber products destinedfQr export from 

the 'country; or 
_ . (bj thirty days for timber products for distnbution for saie on 

:' ' ~';5 ~ ·.:·::: the .. domestic markel. . ' '" . . ~ :' -'.-' ~ ' . . ;.; 
-. ' · ';' ·;··:'. ~<'~~ (3) . [).~spite · · ~ubregu1ation (2) the Cbinmission may extend the . 

penod: foi:· the ~validity: of alicence. . , ' . . .... ' '; .,. . ~ - ~ . -~ 

. .~ ;(4) :' .'1ne " Conifu~ ssiorish:~ ' vra#ciate the ~rte~si6~ bf the validity 

.. •. o{~ ~:~Ji2:g~ :s~ 'o;~;~~~~cei :hal1~ot aifec(any requ~ettients of an . 
. enactIDent .With 'respect' to the movement of g5'ods 'Withirr; ~ itJ.to~·6r out of 
the country. . 

. : _.' (6) . Qn the _expiration of a licence,. the licensee or a. representative 
'. of the liceiisee, shall retUrn that licence to ,the CornIrilSsiori. .' :r~ . '.' 

Suspension and cancellation of licence 
16. (1) The C_ommission may suspend a licence, where it is satisfied 

that the licensee , , ' . . . . 
.. - ' , -' .", . ~ . . .", ," ". . ' . _ .. - . ' ' . . . • - ' . - ' U:~ ··- ".. .. .. ". ' • . - '. . ' • . . -

; ~-- " '_, " ;. '. (aJ .Is .not complymgwrth or has not complied WIth any of-the 
i . . -.- •. ~, ." termS or'-condi'tions of the licence; ' . ..' .' . 

. '. . (b j has contravened any of the provisions of these Regulations " . 
• ' r . .• . : . ' ,: ', . _ ~ or any otherrelevant enactment;' or .'.. . . 

,-'~' " ':.:>., :/c) -n.o lpriger 'meets the'requirements for which the licence has 
=: :,~~.~:~ ;:' .. l?~~~~·.· grarit~d": - . : · ~~:~ ' - .' -:~.' -' , : , " '. ";,' .. ~ .. 
;'. ,(2¥.'the ~C'omrIris'siori ~shaIr-no't s'usp'enci-' or ' cancel a licence under 

subsection (1) uruess the Commission has 
: (aj given. the licensee at least sev~n days written notice of the , 

decision to ' suspend or cancel- the -licence and specified ill 
the notice the defect, omission or breach that has caused the 
dissatisfaction of the Commission; and 
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(b) requested the licensee to remedy the defect, omission or 
breach within fourteen days from the date of the written 
notice. 

(3) Where the licensee fails to take the necessary action to remedy 
the defect, omission or breach $e Commission shall suspend or cancel 
the licence. 

(4) The suspension or cancellation of a licence is effective frOm 
the day that the applicant is informed of the decision of the Commission 
to suspend or cancel the licence. 

Miscellaneous provisions" 

Review of decision by Committee 
17. (1) A person aggrieved by a decision of the division or depart- " 

ment of the Commission responsible for the verification and validation 
of licences may, within seven days of being informed of the decision 
submit a complaint in writing to the Committee for a review. of the 
decision. 

(2) The Committee shall --
(aJ determine its own procedure for review; and 
(b) invite the applicant to appear before it and give the applicant 

a hearing. 
(3) An applicant invited to ap.pear before the Committee may 

(aJ be represented by ilawyer of the applicant's choice; and 
(b) call any expert at witness of the applicant's choice. 

(4) The Committee shall 
(a) within seven days after the receipt of the complaint, 

inform the applicant in writing of its decision and the reason 
for the decjsion; and . 

(b) submit in writing a report of its findings with reasons to the 
Minister. 

(5) The Minister shall within seven days of receipt of the report 
make a dec!-sion and communicate the decision to the aggrieved person. 

(6) Where 
(a) a person is dissatisfied with the decision of the Minister; or 
(b) twenty-one days nave expired without a decision being made 

and communicated by the Minister that person may pursue 
. the matter in the Court. 
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Forms;,.oflicerlces'~ . '. . . - . - . 
. lBLi:(l).: Foi'" the ·purposesof these Regulations, the Commission m~y 

graiit'~t p'aper- based licence or an ele~onic licence. . .' . 
~.: . :·- ·-~ ·-(2) · A,;papei'~pCl:sed Jicenc~and ~n eJectronic)ice~~e sJ~.aI1 provide 

)";': ~ ,., ,:; :·~~the ji1fbim.atibfion the timber product for ' which 'a licence 'may b~ · granted 
under these Regulations: " _'. 

_. . . 

Paper-based licence ' .. -' - . 
i9~ (i) A"paper-based licence issl,led by the Commission shall . 

(aJ be in the format set out in Form One of" the Third 
.Schedule; .. -

..'.:: 

./ 

::"(b):'be-gf thi 'standard A4 papersiz.e; . '. .' _'. . .. -:, . 

_ -: .. ;·:'-· - "·: ~ Tc)h~ve.: a'·wateimark ~dic~tiiig· .ilie.1bgo of tl-ieCorrimission 
.. -.... : :. ' ::; .~ "-"':: ::::.".' embossed 'on the paperm addition. to the seal; and 

. :' .. ,-_" . ~· ... -.(dj b~ ': ~~Inpleied in ' maIiu~cript,' typ~scriPt erbyc'c6tnputerised ... _ ............ ". --:-,-:. '" '. means·."'-~:, · ". '.-' '" .. .. . ... ' '-. .- .. . . . 
>:;"':' .C2}.:The: .C;omrinssion~~all stamp each paper-based licence ~at i~ . .. 

Issues. 
(3) The Commission shall use any tamper-proofmethod to recont 

the quari~ity of paper-based licences it grants in order to · prev~nt . 
. the- msert:lori of figUres or references. ' ... . . 

(4) The Commission shall, furnish an applicant it issues with a 
paper~based licence.withfive copies of the licence in' the format set out in 
~o~' ~~?" of the Third Sch~dul~~ ; . . . ., . ,. ~ 

, ,-. . . , . .. 

Elecci-cinic licence .. . . . . ... 
20". (1r'A lic~nce may be issued and ,prp'ce~.~i.d .e.1~ct;[J:m-ically:- . 

. . ~.:'. ,._:: (2r The·'" C~·~~~io~ shall' esta~li~h electr~!lic ~ystems for the . 
. • c. issue,' tTo.nsrrllssiop. :andr~c~iptQf · elE;ctronic.licences befor~· the licences . 

ari issued~ _·. _·._: ' .. :-'",-_ . .... '. ~::-·,~~:~ .~}·r· . ' .. . ' ' . ;-... . , ~.~ : : .. -'. ': .. :. ' ~" ,. . 
'", . '\ 

Lost, stolen or destroyed licence 
21. (1) In the event · of the loss, theft or destructionofa~ original 

licence 'gtanted undei>iliese 'Regula."tlOris or' a :copy o( that licence, the' 
licensee or the representative of the licensee shall within fourteen days of 

.' 
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the loss,<' theft or destruction apply to the Commission "for a replacement 
of the licence on the basis of the document in the possession of the licensee 
or the representative. 

(2) An application for a replacement licence shall be accompanied 
by a police report. 

(3) The Commission shall within fOu;i:een days of the receipt of 
the request from the licensee . or the representative of the licensee issue 
the licensee or the representative of the licensee with a replacement 
licence. 

(4) A replacement licence shall contain the licence number and 
· 1Jte information and entries appearing on the · original licence it 
· replaces. . . . . ~ 

(5) A replacement licence shall bear the endorsement "Replacement 
Licence". . 

" (6) If a replacement licence is lost, stolen or destroyed no further 
replacement licence shall be issued. 

(7) In the event that a lost or stolen licence is retrieved, the 
finder of the retrieved licence shall return the lic,enceto the Com­
IDlSSlon. 

· Validation and alteration of licences 
. ·22. (l)The Commission shall validate each copy of a licence or 
replacement licence. . ... . - . . 

(2) A licence shall not contain any erasure or alteration. 

Inspection and investigation by Committee 
23. (1) Where the Comniittee considers that an inspection or inves­

tigation is necessary to prevent an abuse or manipulation of the verifiCation 
and validation process, it maY authorise a person to carry out an inspection 
or conduct an investigation into any matter related to the verification 
and validation process required for the grant of a licence. 

(2) An authorised person may, subject to subr·egulation (3), 
(a) at any reasonable time,· enter the premises of a pers·on can­

. cemed in or affected by a verification or validation process; . 
(b) . require ·an officer, employee or agent or a person whO is the 

. subject of a verification or validation process to produce · 
any book, record, accounts or other document; 

I _ 
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.:~~--: .c. . .... ' .:"', (e) se¥ch premis~sfarany bao.k, recard., aq:ounts or ather • 

. ,"~» " ~ ,;' ':,.:' ":c~~:::' ~ '·:. do<:umeiit;~~· . ,. :. .. .. , ' " ". ;~~~:- " . '--,~, .. 
~ ~ " , ' .. "',~,., ; ,:;.: , i.~{d) examin'e and make extr .. acts fram any boak, record, 

. . 

. . . . ~ .. ~ __ ",_. ~' ,~ , ~'cc;:aunts ar ather: dacument af the p'ersan' cq:t;.lcerned in or 
, - ~" _. :,~~.-. affected by 'die verificatian ar validation pracess; 
.. . .. " , ~.~ .. ,. __ fc!} und~r.take)ie1dJrips to. inspect and .exa.qtipeJimber lags and · 
. , , ' :: " . tiiD.be:r;- praducts ,which' ai~ related to. the verificatian ar vali-

, .. 

, . . ".'" ."~ datian pracess~c ,'~' ". ... :' .... , ~ . , . 
' (f) remave any baak, recard, accounts .. or.qth~t dacument af 

the persan who. is the subject af the inspectian .. ar investiga­
tian ar;t.d keep them far as lang as ~. necesSaIy' t.a , ~xamine them, 
bufthe autharised persan shall'give a receipt far the boa~, 
recard, accaunts or .other dacUment _remov.ed; at" . , ..' 

.:, " __ :,:i ;: (iJ, require a±i 'officei"iemployee or agent'of the ' persOri who is 
. the subject af inspection or investig~tiDn 'fo .. " '.. 

(-; :';:" C' ,'. . (i) . explain ' an , entry inthe'baqk, .:re~Qrd; ~'accaunts or 
., c ···· '" . , . ".: ~ ..... , ' 0 ,: ~~ .," : :. . .' dacument; or . .' . '. . . . . 

~ .. /"'''.'':,"·~'; , · : C .' ell.) proyide the autharised persaiCWith jriformatian . 
" .::.. " . ", ~.", . ... . ~onceming the <-rrianagement otdiEtIXlhes of the . 

persan who is the subject af the inspection ar 
investigatian. 

',., ~. (3) . . The · powers ' af e'ritry and search und~r ~ub:::r.egulati6n (2) (aJ 
and (c) shall anly be exercised with the consent af the person who is the 
subject of the inspection or investigation or the person in charge af the 

. .. premises; ' .' ' . -", . , : . ' . ' ,' . . .. 

. . ~ (4) . The..:, authorisea officer may collabarate with ~ police officer . 
wnere there are reasonable grourids't6--.beiieve thatitiS"riecess'ary to. exerci se 
the powers\lndersub-regulation"(2)(al and (c) for :thepreventiori.; 

. . -. , . :investigation ordetecfi6Ii"ofaitbfferice' or to. obtain evidence relating 
to an. offence.~·· ; . ' .. . ' . ";;~, .. :~ ; " :-:' . 

' .. . " .' (5) cA 'personshall 'Iiot witliautJusfcause, hinder or obstruct an 
. authorised .. petsonin"tne exercis~iof a'fundlQlr under thIs ·regulation. · :' . 

. . :: ' . . ':':-'" . -" ,: ' .. . . _.. . .. : .: - : ", . 

ProcedUres on completi6n of inspection orin~e'stigation 
24~ c (D ._An allt:hprised.persaQ sh~ .• . ',. . . "' =- ':: :; : .. '~:: " ~" .' .. ' 

., (aJ make a written report · On the inspection and ':investigation 
. and farward a copy of the report to the Committee, and 

--. 



15 L.I. 2184 
' - .. - :.: 

"'~;C' :: ,= .. '- ';-:TIMBER -RiS()URCES (LEGALITY LICENSING) 

REGULATIONS,· 2012 

hi-teqn:~~tio~ :l;.: .... ~ ~~::.~. ~ .: :- -.: ~ .. ~ :: .. _ .' _ ... .. . '. . . 
27,~~J:i~-,t4es:e RegIIlatiollS, uriless'-the context otherwise' requires, 

. t;' -.:· :-:~ " applic:ant;'~ me-ans"a- person whdin.akes·· an application for a 
;- -_ . '-, .licence:-under regUlation 10; . .' 

r ..' ,.: ; .. ' ·- -;'j"; - ~~~a.1:tth6i"ise&person". r~~fearis a persoJ;la~thorised by the Com­
. -~ - " : . ~ ' - ,: ~~IDittee un-der : sUb'regnlation (1 tot regulation 23;'- : 
. .. "Committee" meaiis-'·the · Timber~-Validation Committe~ . 

_.' establi$hed under regulation 3; 

. . > 

-" : -. : -'.. "domes-tic market" meanS the Ghanaian market for the sale and 
export of timber products; 

."haryest'~:·~trieans to -fell, cut, convert, collect or o'therwise 
". : ,c. ~ .. _' . ', ;._ ~~· ~ai:~pos:e- .o{timlier from land ' or . a~ w~t~i ·.body; ·· . 

',- ~ .. · -:.. .. "licence""m.:eansalicence ·granted bytheCo~sion for the 
, :·.· . . ··:·:-'=.pUIpose bfthese Regulatiol1s; - . ~. " " ~:' . . ' -- :- . 
. _::~ .. '~liGel1~ee:"~ IIieans_lhe holder of a licence granted by the Com-
. ' '' , . rniSsi6iluI1d~r:i_regulation 13; . - . . .... . . 

. ' . . ..• .. :: ·:::... ·~· .::..... -"logger" means a harvester of timber; . 
. . . .. ; ~ipaper:-bas.ed licence". means a lice.IJ..ce gra~_t~q. J?y the Com-. 

mission under regulation 19; 
"tamper proof method" includes the method adopted by the 

. Commission to prevent the alteration of any record of a . 
licence granted by the Commission; 

"timber product" means a timber product which is 
(aJ subject to a timber utilisation contract gr:anted under 

_ ~. - .. ' the ;TlinbeI Resources' Management Act, 1998 (Act 
. . ~.:~':. · 547) or a~ypenru.tgranted under an enactment for 
. " .. the loggillg :or':-saleof timber; and '. 
(b) of the class desmptionsset outin the Frrst Schedule; " 

-" ':-"~"rimber ufilisation contract"m~aris a . written agreement that 
. ' .' specifies the~'tenris 'of timber rights granted in respect of an 

-, ., '-~ea 6flana:for a·fiXed period.. of tim~; > ~. . .• ' .. ,'. 

"verificati'bn~ and validation process" . includes ·the processes 
, _ re.qHi1:~4 t(). be carried out to _ '. _. . 

.. ' . _ ' < (ei) ' as'C'ertciinthe legality of a timber ·product of the 
specifications indicated in the First Schedule; and 
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(b) meet the criteria prescribed by the Commission; and 
"wood tracking system" includes a chain of processes that re­

late to the monitoring and reporting system used by the 
Commission to ensure that a timber product of the class 
description set out in the First Schedule meet the criteria 
required by the Commission. 
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. ;. REGULATIONS 2012 
. .. ... .. . . . . .. ' 

t~i ..... .:.:~~~':"' c; : . . ,-. ' .,: ~! SCHED.UI:.E · 
... :: (regulations 2 and27) 

' . - . - ' . . • , I .~ '< ' , ' • • 

. :T~;5::.~" ~. ~~ . ~ ,;: .. " ~ . ~ __ , :, ....... '.~ 

. :::~. :::~ .. ,.: Descnption'. '~nd sPecifications ~f ilmb;er'prod~ct; . 
. ' . .. - '" . . . 

.. ," - .' . -...... . . . . . ... , 
, . ,. . .. . . -- ,," .. . ., 

. . 

ITEM: CLASS DESCRIPTIONS 

1 . Rough wood whether or not strip'ed ofb~{or sapwood or roughly. 

squared (For example Teak in the rough) 
.. 

2 Railway SleePers and cross~ties 'atwood .. 
. 

3 Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not 
.. 

planeq., sanded or finger-jointed 
.. 

4 Veneer sheets and sheetS of plywood whether or not sliced 

Wood including strips and friezes for parquet flooring and not asserr:ibled 

5 but continuously shaped (tongued, grooved, rebated, chamfered, .;, . 
v-jointed, beaded, moulded, rounded) along any of its edges, epdS or · 
faces whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed -

' .. 

6 Plywood, veneered panels andBimilar laminated wood . 

7 Builders joinery and carpentry or wood, cellular wood, panels , 

. , assembled flooring panels, shingles and shakes 

8 Wood marquetry and inlaid wood, caskets and cases for jewellery or 

cutlery and similar articles or wood, statuettes and ornaments, of wood 

.. .. .. 
' . 
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. SECOND SCHEDULE 

(regulation 11 (2) (b)) and 12 (4) 
Legally produced timber 

1. A timber product is legally produced; if it meets the following . 
requirements: 

\.: -" 

(a) in cases · where the source is other than salvaged timber or 
timber products, imported timber Dr timber products, or 
confiscated or abandoned timber or timber prodllcts; the · · . 

(i) . tiffiber originated from land subject to timber rights 
or land ·properly acquired as the case may; 

(ii) owners of the land gave their consent to th~ logging . 
of the timber product, where the land is not public 
land or a forest reserve; 

(iii) logger, at the time of felling, held a valid · timber 
utilization contract, issued by the competent au­

· thority and ratified by Parliament -or other com­
petent authority, and followed the prescribed com­
petitive process; and 

I' ." 

(iv) logger complied With forest operation procedures, 
stalldards'andany other requirements prescribed by 

. . 

law. 
(b) in cases where the source is salvaged timber or timber prod­

uct: 
(i) 

(n) 

the logger at the time of felling, held a valid 
Salvaging Permit issued by the Forestry Commis­
sion; and 
the logger complied with forest operation procedures, 
standards and any other requirements prescribed by 
law. 

(c) in cases w.~ere the source is confucated·orabandoned timber . 
or timber products: 

(i) there is a valid Certificate of Purchase; 



o 

2. 
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:. i tii} -¢:e Certificate' of Purchase was issued pursuant to a 
. court order confiscating the timber; ~ .. ' 

, ~ ,::~==~{iiittheabaridonedtiinber or timber product was sold 
-~ - ~" : : ' by the Forestry Cotnmission in accordance wi~ 

_ .. ,',' _'" statutory procedures; and ." .-' . . ' . . , ' . 
. " '~ . (ivY the owner complied-with forest operation proce-

." .' ___ . ., elures, standards and any other requirement pre-
. . ,. . scribed by law;.', . 
A timber or tiplber product shall be, certified to be legally produced 

.. 
- ~ . 

(a) ~1£,~~.;:~Il1~~or timbe.r ·prodtictwas.~ at,c!rtimes'iiansportedor . 
.. ::, .. ' .. ·· .1irO.c~~se~Liti . accordance. ~ths~~.~·ds pr~scrib~dby law; 

: " Jb)ill;y'endoi~an(f '~xPorlers- have valid licerices:~6i peImits to 
'market ~ber;-' ". ~ .' .' . . > ... .. . 

;~ Jc) :a:(the' tiriie-':of thi s'ale or export of th,e .timper·. ortiIDbe:r, 
" p:fOd~l1,ct _IlO . aCcT~ed fees, rents or . taxes, pre~9if~db'y law 
'wcre -owmg to the State;' and .' ;'. ' . CC -' .X • "-.- '":-. . ' . . 

. -- ."=. ., 

(d) atthe time of sale or export, the logger had complied fully 
,with obligations under any relevant Social Responsibility , 
. Agreement . . ' . " 

. . : 
. ~. - - . _. _ . ,' .' :- . " 

. M.-._ 

. , -" 

I " J 
_. - ~ ,: , ' , , ' M ~ " .. 

.. .:.:. . . .. .. 

• ': " . 0' ; 

..•.. ,, ' . : - : 
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. 1 , .......... -
~ r:-- H..,... 

.~ 

_._oc... 

.. 

. THIRD SCHEDULE 
Form One 

(regulation 19 (1) (a)) 

Format of a Paper Based Licence 

Ghana emblem 

THIRD SCHEDULE 
Fonn One 

regulation 19 (1) (a» 
Format of a Paper Based Licence 

Ghana emblem 

/<20-_"' ____ . 

/

.'. ,.....,....,. 01 u",t.. . 

; . . -
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'REGULATIONS 2.012 
'. . . .... - . I 

..... .. 

Ghqna emblmt '. . " , -." ~ . 

: .: 

GhanI emblem 
•• ;.. 00 - _ : - ' ~ .:A """"'* o · 

... ~ .. :.: ' ,;... ,' 

r_otlnNpor1 ..' ... .. ~'. . ,', -.... 
....... : .'. 

" ..... ,: .. 

t · ~,~~~c.M~~~~~--------------------------~----~ 
8 

. , 

.- .- .. - -.. , 
" ,. -

.. 

<, . 

• ':. __ .''r'- :, ' - .. . . - : : ---:-- -_.-

lD~"" 

lZ C-1rM of twvMt o· lllSOCodn 

.~.:. :' . 
,,:.,.: . 

~. .c . 

;.,. .... . " 

-,. 

.. 
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.. '~ 
.. .... . . , . . " .;' . . ~ '.' . '--:, ........ . '. THIRD SCHEDULE ' 

.. 
'"'; ~ . '. -Form. Two 

(regu!at£on oJ 9. (4)) 

Copies of Paper. Based Licence-: 
.:., .. : . : . ... -: . .... . " ." 

1. The colours of the paper' used for the licence;' shall represent the 
following: . . . ':. ' . 

(aj white for form A, the ;'Otiginal" .f9r the applicant, .' 
(b) yellow for form B, the "Copy for the Customs Authority of 

the countryoLd~stina.tion"; .' . . .-
(c) green for formC, ' th~;t:GbPy' f()rth~ · ~.6~_si()n", : 
(d) pllk fo~ forril ~;::."W~· . '~:Copy for~ the- c.:~.st6~sp'i\rision of . 

the Ghana Revenile Atithority DiviSion"., . 
(e) Blue for farm E, the~'Copy· for the Competent Authoritytl 

of the country .of destiIiation'. ' 
2 . The first copy, marked'Qriginal' shall after being completed, 

be signed and stamped by ' thC:':licensmg . authority, and be given to the . 
apphcant. . . 

3. The second copy, marked 'Copy for the Customs' shall after 
being completed, be signed' arid . stamp e d--by the licensmg authority, and 
be given to the applicant for subinission · :to ,$~. CuSto'Ins Authority of 
the country In-which the shipment cov~iedijy'thatliceIice is declared 
for release for free circulation. - ~ . . ' . 

. ' .. 4. The tltird copY,~Jllirked 'Copy fQr the Commission' shall after 
being complete~t, be .. signed"'::&nd -s.ti.rnpeC:i by . the licensing authority, and 
be retained for their records aIl4 future .verification of licences issued. . . 

5. The fourth copy,:::maike'd ';Copy for the Customs .Division of 
the Ghana Revenue Authority'shall after being completed, be signed 
and stamped by the licensing authority and be givenJ:o the applicant for 
submission to the Customs"Divistori of the Ghana Revenue Authority for 
which the shipment 'covered by:that licence is declared for release for 
loading on to the vessel. ... 
The fifth copy, marked "Copyfor the ·C~mpetentAuthority ·ofth~ . c(juntry 
of destination' shall after being completed, be signed and stamped by the 
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licensing authority and be given to -the -applicant for submission to the 
competent authority of the country of destination in which the shipment 
covered by that licence is declared for release -fot free circulation. 

. ' 

:MIKE ALLEN HAMMAR 
Mitiisterfor Lands and Natural Resources 

.:...--,._. 

~~ . . 

.. -
. f :·· . .. .. .. .. ~ . ....; . . : ' .-" '.-:;, . . 

Date of Gazette notificatiOn: -_ 20th June, 20L2 . 

EntrY n1t~ f~r~:- -- -- -


