N.R.C.D. 240.
PURLIC LANDS (PROTECTION) DECREE, 1974

in pursuance of the National Redemption Coungi!f {Fstablishnient)
Proclamation, 1972, this Decree is hereby made:

1. Any person who, without reasonable excase {the proof of fﬁﬁn‘;cd
which shall be on him) seils or purports to sell, lease or otherwise o0 o
dispose of public land, or any interest in or right over public land, public land-
shali te gulity ot an otience and lizble on summary conviclion 10
imprisonment not exceeding five years, or to a fine not excecding

£5.000.00 or to both.

2. Any person who, without reasonable excuse (the proof of which Uniawlu!
sha{l be on him} occupies or in any fhatiner encroachies on or inter- gf‘:g‘““ﬁ;z
X f . h . of public
feres with public land, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on yng.
summary conviction to jmprisonment not exceeding three years, or

to a fine not ¢xceeding £3,000.00 or to both.

3. (1) Where auny porson (in dus Deuce roferred 1o as 7 Uig Epection
trespasser ) has unlawfuily occupied or in any manner encroached of tres-
upon or inicrfered _Wlth any public fond, the appropriate authority
or any duly authorised agent of such autherity may, in writing,
serve a notice on the trespasser, either personally or by affixing the
notice 1o any part of tie land uffected, requiring the trespasser 10
vacate that land within twenty-one days Trom the date of the notice.

(2} Where a trespasser refuses or fails to vacate the land witfun
twenty-one days from the date of the notice referred to in subsection
(1), the caid authority or any duly authorised apent uf such authority
may—

(z) eject the trespasser forthwith from that land;

{6) confiscate or remove all goods of the tespasser from
that land:

{c) abate any nuisance or terminale any {nterference caused
+-r the trespasser on that fand;

(/) confiscate, demolish or remove any siruciure or
obstacle on that land. ’

(3) The authonty or its duly authorised agent may use such
reasonable force as may be necessary for the purpose of canrying out
any of the measures specified in subsection (2).

(4) No civil action shail be brought against any person acting
under this section in respect of any act done by him in good faith in
the execution or intended ¢xecution of the provisions of this section.

4. Nothing in this Deoree shall constitute a bac to any other Decree not a
remedy which the appropriate authority mey pursue undar any other har o ather
Taw. remedies.
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5. (1) For the purposes of this Decres public land includes land
vested by any means in the Republic, the Chainhan of the National
Redemplion, Councit on behalf of the Republic, the Governmen,
any organ or agency of the Government, or any statutory corpora-
tivi, whether such Jand is vested in trost or otherwise. )

(2) Where ia relation to any proceedings under this Decree,
or in relation to any action taken or proposed to be taken under
section 3 of this Decree, a doubt arises as to whether any land is
puhlic Jand within the meaning of this soction, the Commissioner
responsible for Lands may in writing certify that such land is public
land, and such certificate shall be conclusive evidence that such land
is public land for the purposes of this Decree.

6. Any porsau who—

{(4) obstructs or fasults & person acting in the exercise of
his powers or duties ugder section 3 of this Decree; or

{&) refuses or fails to comply with a vequirement made by
any such person i the exercise ol those powers or
duties; or '

(c) gives to any such person any information which he
knows to be false in 2 materjal particular,

shalt be puilty of an offence and liable on conviction i a fine not
exceeding @€500.00 or to imprisonment not exceeding fwelve
months or to both,

7. Where an affence nader this Daceea i committed by @ body of
persons then—

(@) in the casc of a body corporate (other than a partier-
ship) every director or officer of the body shall he
deemed zlso to be guilty of the offence; nnd

{8} in the case of a partnership, every pattuer or afficer of
the body shall be deemed also to be guilty of that
offence:

Provided that no person shail be deemed to be guilty of an
offence by virtue of this section, if he proves that the cffence was
commitied without b knowledge or connivance and that he
exercised ail-due diligence to prevent the commission of the offence
having regard to all the circumstanzes.

8. Nothing in this Decree shall prevent the appropriate authority
from. recovery from a irespasser any expenses reasonably incurred
by it in taking action under section 3 of this Decree,
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% In this Decree- Titerpa el -

]

“ authority " means any organ or agency of the Govern- ton
ment or any statuiory corporation in which fand is
vested, or any organ o¢ agency of the Government
which administers land vested in the Government or
the Chairman of the National Redemption Councii on
behalf of the Republic, :

Made this 29th day of January, 1974,

CoroneLl §. K. ACHEAMPONG
Chairman.of the National Redemption Councit

Lrite of Gazerre nolification: v Febiruary, 19/4.



