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Act 480

THE FOUR HUNORBn AND BIGHTIBTH

ACT
OP THE PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC

OF GHANA

THE NAUONAL DEV£LOPMENT PLANNING (SYSTEM)
Acr.~

AN A(IT to provide; {UI a National JX,ve;!opllIcaU Phuuun.g System,
define and regulate planning procedure and provide for related
matters.

DATE OJ ASSENT: 19th August 1994

Bl1 IT ENACTED BY PARLIAMIINT AS FOLLOWS:

=ntra- 1. (1) The National Development PIannill8 Commission estab
dc:vdoplllent Iished by the National Development Planning Commission Act,
plaAnina 1994, (Act 479) Atlt;l referred to aa "the Commisaior," shall be the.,.tem, national co-ordinating body of th~ decentralised national develop

mentplanning system.
(2) The deeeatralised national development planning system

shall comprise District FIanninst Authorities at the district level.
RegiOnal Co--ordinating Councils at the regional level and Sector
agencies. Ministries and the Cozmnission at the national level.

(3) The decentnt1ised national development planning system
shall be regulated by legislative instruments and guidelines issued
hy the Commills:iob.

(4) The Commission shall by legislative instrument provide
furt11ec for thotime and procedumtor thesubmisBionofdevelopment
plans to tho Commission.
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1. (1) A District Pfanning A.uthorityestabUsbed uJ1der m~ Local ~:u=
Government Act, 1993(Act 462), sball~ of'District

(a) initiate and prepare district development plans and =ty
settlement structure plans in the manner prescribed U •
hy the Commission an,d ensure that the pllUl~ a.re
prepared with full participation of the local commu-
nity;

(b) carry out studies on-
(i) development planning matters in the district

including studies on economic. social, spatial,
environmental, sectoral and human settle.
ment issues and policies;

(ii) the mobilization of human and physical reo
rour~ for development mthe dittrict;

(e) initiate and oo-ordinate the proceS$Cs of plannil1&
programming, budgeting and implementation of dis·
trict development plans, programmes and projects;

(d) integrate and ensure that !;ector lind gpatia] pnliciell.
plans, programmes and projects of the district are
compatible with each other and with oationa.l develop.
ment objectives issued by the Commission;

(e) synthesize the policy proposals on development plan
ning ill the district iutu a eomprelienslve ftameworK
for the economic, social and llpatial development of
the district including human settlement and ensure
that the policy proposals and projects are in confor
mity with the principles of sound environmental
management;

(f) monitor and evaluate the development policies, pro
grammes and projects in the district; and

(g) provide the Cormnission with such data and infor
mation as it may l'equiw.

(2) NotwithstandiJl8 section 2 (1) (0), the preparation of a
settlement plan shall be in accordance with the provisions of any
oxisting JesisJative instrument on planning which is relevant to the
preparation of the settlement plan.

3. (I) A District Planning Authority shall condUC\ R' public Pu'bUc
~ on any proposod district development plan and shaH oonsi- hcItUaa of
<lor the views e;qJfessed at tho hearing befott the adoption of the~-..
proposed d istriet development PIan. ~t::f

(2) A local·-community in a diuriet $Uthorisod br the Diat:dct acdoa
Pla1miog Authority to prepare a snbodiatrillt. or 10ceI ,aQiOD. plan cllIWIopmeat,..
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==-

under ~tm S of this Aet .hallconduct a public hearing before
the adoption of the proposed sub-diBtriot or localaction plan.

(3) The Commission shall by pidelines prescribe the manner
in which the public hearingshallbe conducted.

4. (1) A report on tho public hearing shaU be attached to the
proposed district development plan by the District Planning Autho
rity.

(2) The proposed district dcvolopmmt plan in donnat prescribed
by the Commission shall be aubmitted for consideration to the
Conunission through the Regional Co-ordinating Council.

(3) The Commiuion shall determio.e th. compatibility of
district development plans with national development objectives
and if approved shall incorporate them into a national develop.
meat plan.

(4) A District Plaanina Authority may with the prior writt~n
approval of the Commission make modifications to an approved
districtdevelopment PIan.

5. (1) A District Planning Authority shall prepare or direct
the preparation of such local action plans, or sub-district plans as
may be required (or the imptemcntation of the approved district
development plan unless the Commission otherwise determines.

(2) A local community in a diitrict authorised by the District
PJanning Authority may prepare. Ill.b.-district or local action plan
in aC<lOrdaJ:llce with- -

(a) the approved district development plan;
(b) the development guidelines of the District PIannins

Authority;
(c) the suid'51in~ whieh 1IlQY be prescribed by the Cum

mission.
(3) A tub-district or localactionplanprepared under sub-section

(2) of this section shall be subjoctto tho approval of the District
P1anning Authority.

(4) Notwithstanding suHctti.oa (3) of this section. the C0m
mission may call for the p1anl made under sub-sections (1) and
(2) of this soctian for its consideration and may modify tho- piau
as it considers appropriate.

6. A. person ~jGVCd by any IM&fDr rdaiiq; to the;~ of
Il.fuQQtion of~ District 1JJamIIqr ~ority .ma~redmJ in
~ with.lUdl~~ at the thm Dlay
by 1eslstatige inlrttumedr·P1'O\'ide•
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7. (1) A District Plannina Co-otdin4tina Unit -"tiJhcd under PWwIn&
the Local~t Act. 1m (Act 462) shall be responst"ble luaatiods
for- . orDiIttfllt

(If) advising and providiDg a~ lor tho Di~~~
Pfanning Authority in its plaRlUD&~ U1I •
monitoring, evaluting and co-ordUJatJng tuIlctioos;

(b) c:o-oniioatinlr the~ activin. of IIeCiOr81 ~
partments in the district respOllSlOJe rot tcoI\onuc
production, social services. technical ia1.t'raBtrudur.
enviromn.:mtal ma.n.agement and other a.ppreptiatlt

agencies connoc:ted with the planning procesa;
((I) Il)'J1theGizing~~ClI related to the~puICIlt.

of the district into a comprehensive awl cohesive
tiamewock;

(d) fohnWating and updating the compOlUlli1 ot a diJ.,.
trictdeve10pmeiltplanjand

(e) providing such data and infonn.ation 81 may be •
quired by the dommiuion.

8. (1) A Regional Co-ordinating Council established under the PIaDnisIc
LocaJ Government Act, 1993 (Act 462). shall- functtouI

(it) provide the District Planning Authorities with such~
Information and data as is necessary to assist them Co-otdialt~
in the formulation of district development plans; ina

(b) co-ordinate the plans and programmes of the District CounciL
PJllADUJg Authorities 1iQt.l mmnunizc the plans and
pr08fa..~ with national development policies
and. priorities for consideration and approval by the
Commission;

(c:) monitor and evaluate the imp1emen1ation of the pro
grammes and projects of the District Planning.kJ
thorities within the region ;

(dJ act OQ behaLl; of the CommisslDn with respectto such
national programmes and projects in the :region as
the COJnf\1Bgton roay direet ; and

(e) perform such other planniBg functions as may be
usigncd to it bythe Commission.

,. (l) A Regional PIanniJlg <Jo..ordinating Unit estahli.thed under PialInina
the I..Oefd t10vermnent~ 191)3 (Act 4(2). 3IWl- t\J.rJCUODS

(0) advise the Regional Co-ordinating Couti1 011- ~
(i)the.~monit~ _evaluation~

of district development plana. iq Uidt.
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Ad • . _~ .~ Derefopmtllt~tSyMm) A.&/J 199<1-
J-'~~~ ),

~~.it. i--\~ ~_~"t~ - (Ii) matterS •~ ~ dc~~ pIaDains i;n
.. ' ~t· C :.J':f,t. .~_-- t~ rcgtOll,inQudins spatial and-.ocslpoli-
,-.S~J.u~_-0 !,tCS and;

'#"d"" (}1)~c a secretariat fur the Regional Co-«dDJat;ng
~ COtvIdl to perf'onu lis function& as specifiod under

,;-f>' ....-o.a 80) ofthia-Att.

10. (1) A miRistrY shall~~ pJtnnina~
PODS in cousu1tation with tho Commiasion in acooidauco with the
Civil sernee Law. 19'J3 (P ;N.D.C.L. 327).

(2) A miDistIy or sector 8$DOY 8haI1 at the request of the
Commissioa.prtll8le a devdopmentplan.

(3) 1'1» de'veJ.opmcnt =ug undertd:en by • ministry
or a sectot IgCI1CY shaD be on national dcvdopmeJzt pis
and sectorIJ dewIopment guidelines issued by the CommissiDD.

(4) 1'Ia.0i¥d0pment plan of a mi:o.imy or a sector agency
sha1I boimbmiltcd 10 tho Commission for consideration andappro
val

(5)~ ministry or aectoJ' asencY thaD ensure that the platd
are oompati6lt with mtional developmentgoals.

(6) A mUUsUy or sector ap,ncy ~han moJIitor tho impk
mentaticm. ofa,pproved development plans and submit a DlOJUtorina
report to tM COIntnissioll in the prescribed fonn.

(1) 1'J)e JDonitoring report shall be submitted at intenals
deter:miQoll by theCommission.

lL The NtiIionat Dovelop-::nenl Planning CommiCBiQll sha8-

(4) ~be the format and content of dcve1opmeot
pllms for the districts. ministries and sector agencies;

(b) ca-ordinate district development plans and prognumnes
submitted through the Regional eo..ordi.nating ColDloo
-ciB and eJlJUie that these plans and progranunes are
omtpatibJe with national developtneDt objectives;

(c) integrate economic, spatial and sectocal pJans of
ministries and sector~ and ensure that these
plana are eompatIllolo with natiODaJ <kvGJup~

Ghjcctives;
~ 1\CMse relevant agenaes on the Cannulation of auido
• &.s. fC)r the regulation of physiall devclop1na:J.t;
.. lit. tnlJahnratih.n with relevant .~es. m.ouitor:n;. deve1o.Juncnt to ensure that any proposed

. coofQfJJl$ with thea~ dew:lopmem
)\8Ii or the~arca;,
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(f) issue approved development policies IL!l directed by
the- President for the guidance of the public and priV6hl
seotora; and

(g) perform such other functions as arc reasonably related
to development planning, policy and strategy.

u. (1) The Commission may in consultation with the Mini~ter JolA.
responsible foe Looa1 Govef'll.lile11l recommend to the President t1w Dmtelop
designationof any contiguousarea as a Joint Development Planning =i.,
Area, if special physical or socio-economic cbaractcristics necessi· Areas
tate it OOing considered as a single unit for the purpose of deve- .
J~ pbtnnillg_

. (2) Tho President may. by executive instrument designate
tho oontiguous area as a Joint Development Planning Area.

l3. (I) An executive instrument issued under section 11 (2) t:of JoiM
this Act which creates 10int Development PJanning Ami slutU Develop
establish a Joint Development Planning Board for the Area and =-
shall inc1ude- Board.

(a) the composition of the Joint Development PlawUD8
Board;

(b) tho functions of the Joint Development Plannins
Board.

(e) the area of a.uthority of the Joint DcveJopmtJlt PJan·
nin,g Board; aud

(d) modification of the powers of the District Planning
Authodtics and the Regional Co-ordin8.ting CouncilS!
wholly or in part within the designated area as may
be necessary to provide for the effecYve functionina
of tbe Joint Development PlanningBoard.

~) Por the avoidance of doubt, it is declared that a Joint
Development Planning Board shall only be established for the
purposes of Cannulating and supervising the ilnpJemontation of
devol~tplana for thC'i ~ipa.tc;d IU'QI.,

(3) The Joint Developtncnt Planning Board.shaJI dcttrmiue
tho CCOJlOIQic. 'Social, spatial andseetoral policies of the designated.
.. as WWl 11$ tho mobiIiUOJ1 of humall, physmal and fiDaJICia1
resources Cor the develApnlfJftt(lofthe liNe.

(4) The dcvdopmmt plan prepared by a Joint Datmopmemt
PW\nina: Board s&all be submitted to the Commission. for CODIi
dIratioa 1fhh oopiee to the affecmd District PIamaJJw Authority
-.d-Reaioaal C(M)tdinating CooJIQiI.

7



COnsidcta
lion of
pllUU by
President.

COnunfs
,mow
adviseon
pllUlnina
divisions in
ministries.

Tfainina or
p1luming
Pi"l'&'<"mMI.

NG.rional Oe\lel'opment Planning (System) A.ct, 1994

(5) Upon approval of the development plan of a Joint Deve
lopment Planning Board by the Commission, the plans of the
affected District Planning Authority shall be modified accordingly,

14. (1) The Commission may in consultation with the Minister
responsible for Local Government, recommend to the President
the designation of lUlY area. required for special purposes in the
national interest as II; Special Development Area and the President
may by executive instrument, (;0 detigaate the area.

(2) Nvtwithstandi.Qs any provision of this Act to tho con
trary; an area designllted as a Special Development Area sball be
excluded from the administrative control of the District Plannine:
Autlwrity of the 1lIl"ea.

(3) An executive instrumeat establishing a Special Develop
ment Area shall on the advice of tho Commissioo, specify the plan
ning authority responsible for the Area.

(4) The executive instrumflJrt liMn lIpecit'y the functions,
powers and responsibilities relating to the Special Development
Areaas well as the geographical limits of the Area.

15. The President shall consider and may apprOVe such national
development Plans, policies and stzateJ;:ies as proposed by the
Commission.

16. The Comm.ission sban advise the Minister responsible fOr
each Ministry on the structureand function of the Planning Division
of t1l.e Minilltry ecttlhlillhe-:l und-er th"" Civil ~C'p. T.aw, 19~3

(P,N.D.C.L. 327).

17, The Commist,ion shall in CQnsu1tation 'With tb.e Gt\ana Insti
tute of PIannets and such other relevant bodies as the Commission
may deem fit, advise on tne training) quanncauon and employment
of the planning personnel required for a planning authority.

18. Subject to the Constitution,. no employee of a planning autho
lity or any person acting under· tht direction or authority of a
p14~8 a,1Uhority Mlall be; pWbOUillly liable fur au a\;l done In
good faith in the performance ofa duty under this Act,

19. (1) The Commission may with the prior approtal ot the
Presidentby legidative insfntDMlnt make-tegulations to-

(4) prescribe the prooedure for the GublniasioJ\ of <kvctop.
ment plans;

(6) prescribe the form. and time for submisSi<lD of the
plans to the ConmriA:ion; and
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(c) make provisions to give full effect to this Act,

Act 480

(2) the exercise of the POW!;;): to llt<\kQ ~u1a.tiQU3 shan ba
signified under the hand of the Chairman.

20. The Local Government Act, 1993 (Act 462) is amended by I4cal
the substitution for subsection (3) of section 143 of the following ~:e;;9~nt
secuon-« (Act 462)

"A Regional Planning Co-ordinating Unjt shall comprise such amended.
professional staff as the Regional Co-ordinating Council
shall in consultation with the Commission direct".

U. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-
IntcrPtetll.-

"approved district development pian" means a planappro- don.
ved for a district, a municipality, Ii metropolis DC a
Jr.jnt Ilt-vl')<:lpmE'nt Pl,um.in8 Area by the Commie
sian.

"planning authority" includes the District Planning Au
thority at the district level, the Regional Co-ordinat
ing Council at regional level. the/tanning division
of a Ministry or sector agency an any other body
designated by the Commission to carry out a deve
lopmentplanning function.

Date of Gazett« notilkation: 2nd September 1994.


