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Grenada Fisheries

GRENADA

ACT ~O. 15 OF 1986

I assent.

. -let 15 1J3

PAUL seOON
7th April. 1986 Governor-General.

An Act to provide for the promotic n and manage­
ment of fisheries in [he fisherv \'.aters of Grenada
and for matters incidental thereto and connected
therewith.

[ itn;..·10ril.'1985 l.
Be it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty,

by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and
House of Representatives of Grenada and by the
authority of the sarr;e, as follo\\'s:-

PART I

PRELL\fTNA :',Y

1. This Act may be cited as the -

GRENADA FISHERIES ACT 19~6

Sho sr title

2. In this Act - Interpreta-
uon,

" daccess aareernent means 2,D acrccmcnt ua ei
Section 7:
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-----------~----------------...
"aquaculture" includes mariculture:

"authorised o'':ke:'" means anv fisheries offlc­
any customs officer or police officer and J;"
oth-r person or category of oersons de',
iznated as an authorised officer bv .~

\~1 i n ; " t .-> ,- '1n,..i",- ('''en: "n J7. .
L .. .1!oJ .... l \"..I.i":'U\...J. u ........ lJ. _'.

"court' means 2. magistrates court;

''Chief Fisueries Olnc~r" means
;l:';:;oint~:2 25 Chid Fisheries
Section ~(~i (a'):

the pers["
Officer .LmQ::

"fish" ,t3 '1r " '"'1-\'- '1 1 r i....... '1 . ,1 ':: heth ,.....". ,-.isn means .... ,.: auuauc arnrn:u. ,/,,1::.,1 e: i,jSc."

or not and includes shellfish. turtles. mcilus.
crustacean. coral. soonze. sea moss. weeo:

1.,;'1(" ~ "''''"-:I, .. t ... ~; ..' 11 ~j .... , -; t~ ... 3' r- 0..3,,,("'- ~.
ecu~ .. ~~,-- .. :._. _~l_.r .'o~n= L1.nG u.t::l. I".==S.

"fish 2.Q2re:z:.~::r:2 device" means any man made l

D2.~-11·; - 'T1:::.n made floauns 'or submer re:
ie·iic·e. ','-he~!;er anchored :'1r not. inrence.
for the L"1..2::'0se (-'r 12~tr~'r:lrj:1i! fish. .m:
includes ;:-,'n ',- natura: fioa'LljjQ:- o;:;ie--::t on 'xhic
a cevrce r:~s been placeri to - faciliTate:
location:

"fisheries orncer means the
Of'icer, t isneries Officer.
Fisheries Or1~(er :lI:<.i;;1jch
aocoimed under Section J(~):. ,

Chief Flshe~~~'

or AS3;::r~r

other oiEe:

"fisherv means one or more stocks 0 fish '.­
fishinz ooer.uions based en such stocks whic
can be treated as ;I unit for purposes of (i,:':'

servarion and management and whic» ,lr:

ioentified co the basis of';e0~rJ:';I;C

sci~:](i;~\-". :cc~!~ic~li. ~~cre~lril}n~ll ~1nd eCllr:t."\~r.·
, .

C::2r2c~c:-!'St:-.:s :
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"fisheries plan means the plan for the manage­
ment ,:L1d development of fisheries prepared
under Secti- .1 -l ;

"fisherv waters" means the waters of the Exclusive
Economic Zone as de.ined in the "brine
Boundaries Act. :-;0. ":0 of 1978 and the
territcr.a. ':,:l:er~ and interna., waters as
derine-i in the Grenada Territorial \\'~Hers

Act ~ (, l7 or \973 and an'! other waters
over 'A rich Grenada claims' fisheries iuris­
diction:

"fishinz ni.rans ns.nuz tor or catchinz or :.J.KmQ:
or-:.jjJi!'g fish ::1Y Jny method or piac;:;:? ;my
fish G<;g-eg:lting device and includes searching
for fish:

"fishinz i.ce.ice means a .oreizn tishinz or 1 .ocal
fl,,-t" ~ - .:ence: '----
.. .... 1.11...&::=

"fishinz ves .ei" means :.!!1'1 vessel used Cor- corn­
mere:::"l risninc or related activities arid- , .
;nc: ~ce~ sport ~:S:1:ng:

"foreisn risnins licence means a licence issued
iri- resrcct -of J. .orei-m fishing vessel under
~. ,i,' ','. - ~,xC.,L n o .

"for ~:1 ;ls;iin~ vessel" means any nsrunc vessel
~hc;- t;- a:;- a '!cc2.I ;lshin; vessel: -

"lie.. .ce means J. .icence isued under .h.s .-\.C[;

"local fishing: licence" means a licence issued in
respect - of J. lccai fishing vessel under
Secticn 11:

"]0(::11 r:snin'2 vessel' mC2.r1S any fis!1ing vessel:

(L!) '~::lJfly \}\·,;~~cc by ~h~ Governme at of
(~'-:~"""'lf~" ."',- ~\' 'l~'\' oublic cor...... 0r..... r 'on\~.~.H_'-ld. 1..., L: ''', c' u L ',--,-',...:..1

,:s~~l:~~i.-)~,~:J ~",.. or uncer 2.0\: law: cr
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([n whoil- owned bv aile or more persons
w ho a; -: citizens of Grenada: or

(c) whollv owned bv am corrpanv. societv
O( otuer association of persons incor­
P0r~ltc": or established under the la ws of
Grena.u of which at least 51 percent :f
the vct.nz shares are held bv citizens or'
G renee " .- .\..1 ..........._ ..

"localiv cased .oreien fishinc vessel" means am
foreicn iisb::H! \:-essel rased in Grenada whicit
landsall it. :atch in Grenada:

"master means the person or persons having
control of a fishinc vessel at arr, siven tin.e,
and includes a tishiuc muster, flee-t commander
or pilot having control of such vessel:

"Minister" means the Minister of Government
to whom mutters relatinu to fisherv have been
assigned: ~.

"related activities' in relation to fishing means:

(a)

{c)

trans-shipping fish to or from any vessel:
or

storin z. nrocessin tT or transporting fish
raker: -tram the iisherv waters up to the
time it is first landed ; or

refuelling or supplying fishing vessels or.
performing other activities in support l.'t
fishing operations: or

IdI attempting or preparing to do any of the
above:
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"test fishinc onerat: vns' mear-s anv fishinc rner­
ations -undenai\.:'!l ewer a limited ncriod of
time with the appro .11 of the Chief' Fisheries
Officer for the purpose of testing the feasi­
bilitv of commercial fishing: operations \\ ith
a view to the establishrnent of locallv based
fishery operations. '

PART II

FISHERIES \lANAGEMEt\T A~O

DEVELOPi\l ENT

3.-( n The \ Iinistcr shall take such measures as he
thinks fit under this Act to promote the management
and development of fisheries, so as to ensure the
optimum utilization of the fisheries resourc-es in the
iisherv waters for the benefit of Grenada:

(2) There rnay be appointee:

tal a Chief Fisheries Officer; and

(h) such other Fisheries Officers, Assistant
Fisheries Officers and other officers as
may be necessary to give effect to this
Act.

4.-(1) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall prepare and
keep under review a plan for the management and
development of fisheries in the fishery waters.

(2) The fisheries plan shall:

(a) identifv each fisherv and assess the
present state of its exploitation:

(b) specify the objectives to be achieved in
the management of each fishery;

P··or110li\'!l or'
risnen« ;

Fishe rie ,
Vl.inaccrne nt
:mJ develop­
ment pian.
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-:\i1ene:,
.ivisorv
"nrul[ie~,

~gil)n31

'-i"'cer.1t:on
1 ri~nc:-iC:i.

(c) specify the management and develop­
ment measures to be taken: and

(d) specify the licensing programmes to be
followed for each fisherv. the limi­
tations, if any, to be applied to local
fishinc ooerations and the amount of
fishin'£:. If an v, to be .Jlocared to
foreign fishing ",:essels.

(3) Jn the preparation and review of the fisheries
plan the Chief Fisheries Officer shall consult with the
local fishermen, local authorities. other persons affected
by the fishery plan and with any Fisheries Advisory
Committee appointed under section 5.

(4) The fishery plan and each review thereof shall
be submitted to the Minister for approval.

5.-( 1) The Minister may appoint a Fisheries
Advisorv Committee to advise on the rnanazement and
development of fisheries. ~

(2) Any Fisheries Advisorv Committee
appointed under this section shall include the Chief
Fisheries Officer and such other persons asthe Minister
may consider capable of advising on the management
and development of fisheries.

6.-(1) The Minister rnav enter into arranzements
or azreements with other countries in the re'£ion or
with - any competent regional organization, providing
for:

(n) the harmonization of svsterns for the co!­
Iectinz of statistics. :lnd the carrvinz om
of surveys and procedures for assessing the
state of the fisheries resources;
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(b)

(c)

the harmonization of licensing procedures
and conditions in respect of foreign fishing
vessels;

schemes for the issuance of fishinz licences
in rescect of foreizn fishinz vessels bv a
competent resionai oraanization on behalf
of the Minister and ~ the recoznition of

.. .. T' • "" "f :- •

reziona: licences issuec- DV sucn orcamz-
arion. subiect to such conditions as mav be
specified in the azreement or arranzement.... - ........ '- J. 1 L ~_,l""''''''''''''''''' ~ J..l1.-L ..::;,. .... ...... l".

and to such additional conditions -as the
Minister may specify from time to time:

(::I) the taking of joint or harmonized enforce­
ment measures in rescect of fcreizn fishinz
ves?els contravening 'fisheries laws in the
region ;

(e) the establishment and operation of ioint or
regionalfisheries management bodies where
appropnate ;

CO where appropriate. the establishment of a
regional register of fishing vessels;

(g) such other co-operative measures as appro­
priate includinz measures for nrornotinz the
welfare of fishermen and the insurance of
fishing vessels and gear.

(2) For the purpose of giving effect to any
arrangement or azreernent entered into under this
section, the Minister may by Order published in the
Gazette:

(a) authorize anv competent resional
orzanization desiznated in the Order
to -issue fishing licences in respect of
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foreign fishing vessels on ~ -half of the
Minister, within tile limits set out in
the Order;

(h) exempt from the requirements of sec­
tion 8 3.0V foreizn fishine vessel Pi

class of foreizn fishinz ves-els holdi~a
valid reaional fishing licences issued b~
a cornoetent rezional orzanization des­
ignated in the Order; and

{(' \ prescribe the conditions to be observed
by foreign fishing vessels exempted
under paragraph (b) while fishing or
navigating in the fishery waters.

(3) An'! order made under subsection (2) shall
be subiect to' nezative resolution of each House of
Parliament. -

7.-Cl) The Minister may enter into access agree­
ments with other states and with associations represent­
ina foreizn fishinz vessels owners or charterers, oro­
vining: for the allocation of fishinz riznts to vessels
from -those state" or associations. .. -

(:::) The fishing: rizhts allocated under azree­
rnents entered into under-this section shall not exceed
the total resources or tile amount of fishinz allowed
to the appropriate category of foreign fishing vessels
under the fisheries pian.

(3) Any agreement entered into under this
section shall include a provision establishing the
resnonsibilitv of the foreisn state or association to rake
necessary measures to ensure compliance bv its vessels
with the" terms and conditions of the azreernent ~l:1d
with the laws relating to fishing in the fishery waters.



: {,IS!,
I ' "

1 ~ I
, - I

.........- .~-......-- .....,---~-----_.--,""",,-"''-''-' ------~--

(' II ') Fer t ]: '"\ DurrO-Cl- ~ .--~;- S~""""';O'I and -j ... t·IOO ~,-r I ,l:':" f ,:--'-~. U. l •. ,> ''-,:l. 'u 'J:"~' .' l

the term "state ~hD.!J include :1;;:. regional orgarnzauon
,(I which the rO\\ er to negotiate 8CC;;?S5 agreements has
r en delegated by the rnern b. r countries.

ncence..

(4) Subiect to subsection (5), no foreicn fishing
i.cencc shall t;:o issued to Q"'. toreicn fishina vessel
..nless there is ih force with the Government of the
flag state of the vessel or with an association of which
the owner or charterer is a member. an azreement
entered into under section '7 to which the Government
of Grenada is a party.

(.5) Suoscction (.:+) shall not apply to a licence
issued in 'respect of:

(al test fishing operations; or

(bl a locally t-\2sed foreign ushing vessel.

((,', V.:I1::re a fishins vesse! is used in contra­
.. emiOl1 of subsection (I) -or of anv condition of the
foreign fishing licence the master. owner and charterer
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of tl.at vessel is ~J.211 guil~y 0.:'" ar: c,:r::-r:c~~ and ,':laH ~ :
uacre on sununary C("1-, icuon to a nn:: not ~\'~~~~unj~

S.5(}\CJO.OIJ., dollars.

Stow ';'~ c:
..s.ur: .'1-'«"

LK:i !',,;;in.; 11.-( 1J :\'0 local . ing \'e.55':.'! shall s'e used r.;~

licence; iisninc or related activir.e: in the r.snerv \'.'2 Le:--:; without
'1 \'1:~; licence ;';-):"Q' under 1r-1;' )-pr"J':'~ in resrect -'J'10..4 f"...~1\....> ...... .1. ..... .;..J~""''''' l"....:1. ~ 1._ i~ ......... \. ....,li ~ ~ • ;J\..\..- .....

that vessel.

(2) An application for a 10'.:':1[ fishing licence siiail
oe made in the prescribed form to the Chief Fisheries
Ot'l1cer.

(3) Subject to subsection (-n of this section, the
Chief Fisheries Officer m2V issue ~: local fishinz licence
in the prescribed form. . ~

(4) No anolication for a Icc:11 fishinc licence
shall be refused except on any 0;' the Iollowin; grour.d";.
narnelv ;

(a) that it is necessarv tv do so in order to
give effect £0 nnylicensing programme
specified in the fisheries plan:

(b) that the Chief Fisheries Officer has
reason £0 believ e that the anoiicant win
not comr-lv with the conditions of th;;
licence; . -
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(('} tha: i;~c vessel in respect 0" v.liich the
a~;";;:':-,:ioi1 is made does not have a
vaiid certi.ica: . of inspection \\here so
recuired under the lavs governing
merchant sliirping, or is not in CO:11­

r-liance \\ ith reeulations orescribed
uncle; section ~) relating to 'the safety
of the \'~ss~:: or

(J) such 2t~:e:- '2:,"aur:ds as arc specified in
this \ ..~~ ,~,~,.". recuiations ~'l': ~ underl i.:. .) .-:1........ \ J, U ~ t w· ......-: _...I, U I. l. : ~.":' ~ I! c....<_ I... ~ 1""":' "- t

t:::s .-\c:.
\

(~! \\'Jt::-e cl ;'-"":2.1 .ishinv vessel i-; used in con-
traver..tic~ ot:,subscC:!Cl (1) or ~)f any cnn.dirlo;1 th~.
lccal fishir.c .!/".>nc n t 1

"'1 j """'''1'"1,'-0- '"\\,rle''' ,)'t''l ..... r·1r'!'~ .."l"";'- cr""' "" ~_ ..11 ''::'' l~\o,."-- ' • .1.10.... •. -1.\",.1 .. \. 'l 1; 1..... ll"-" _. \,..~ l 1 _. 1

that vessel each i,~ ~l~!:~": elf' an cfT~nr:e ~l!~d snJ.n ::~lch

l e liable U~O!~ s~Jm~J:--~' conviction to a nne not
exceeding SIO,D()O.On J()112.:-s.

12.-{ !) L'nles; ~J.r1J-:,:· cance lled in accordance with
section 15. J. fishin'; rC~:K': shall be \';1];(1 for a 'J~riod

r- ~... ~ T

0: not more man twer.e r.iontns.

(:2) \Vhe:-e a vesse! licensed as a local sshinrr
vessel becomes '1 c,-'r'''';crn !~,:. in,.,. \'<><::S"I the 11·C?·.;.'~p' ,,','1'11-1"'- ....', 'C '-" .....'-\..,~,.j'- •.J LO.- ~ ............ :. l._l __ ~l~= _ \",. .... '.......... _ _ '\",._ ,') '-4

autornaticailv terrrunare.

(4) );0 licence shall be transferable exccc: with
the written nermission of the Chief Fisheries Officer Of.

in the case of a foreign Eshing licence. the 'vlinister.

li;di: w

.; of
,iBng
Cl::1 J.:::s.

13.-(1) Everv fishinz licence shall be
s:cribed form and shall f~ subject:

in the '''Ire- C.''1d,!inn;
'.If fishint!
'iccnces.

(a~l to such senera: conditions as rnav be pre­
scriocd: -
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(rJ to such ceneral conditions ~:s rna.
specme., under subsection (3).

(2) The Minister may. by Order published in tit
Gl7:2::1?, soecifv zcneral cc nditions additional to th.;'
prescribed to \;/hlch ali fishinc licen.es or .mv :;].tcz-'~
O· " ;:;··';n'· licences ';""11 I,'" subiect I·~,~I,.'-;j,",~ :'''n'~ii~ ,l :!~.l41. ~:= ..l; .. ""' .... "1 \. ~du. 1 ....... ,) u~_ """ H'_d \...l,t~ . .::- '-~_ ..J.: .'_ ;

~ ........ ; .... \.... 1 "",,:I. ~ ,..,.1("-: ,':)'"l<"n ,.- r- ,....' ;;....;rct-l n,-~,;.",re.anng ~.~. op... n :lnU. 1...?Se-: "'~,,;.)vrL,. ~,; ",0", .. _,;- ,1-",:,:

areas. rruturnum rnesn SIzes ano mi~;::>;l::-:l s;:;:;:;e:') 51:-:;:'

f4} The Chief Fisheries Officer. or in the C:l~~

of ~ ;o;-ei211 f1shin:r licence. the \-lin:s~~r. ~l:l~. ::--l1!11 t~!~~~

to rime. where he -is satis.ied that ir is exredient for t!:~
Dr .... .,.... ~r manacernent ,..... r... h ~~, 31~:::.\S j~ ... ~ ... e ':::-1' .. ,.:.11""''''' \ It ..",:-,;;".. !:::- 1..1.. '.J. I.::> .." ,t: ,i. u, ,;;:, t ... ,_, \'~ ,C;',

'12.f\ ; anv scecial conditions attached to arr. ~shi:~.::

licence. ..

(:'1 \Xhcre the \finistcr or .he Chi~f ;::isiil~;i:

Officer ','aries anv special condition: 1tIJ.cr:::d to ;l'1'
fish inc licence heshall norifv the liccnc: il,"',";'- ,'''1' ',11";',.. 1 • _ "- "'"' .. ..1u.. ,"I t .. i 1 \,... ......... I. -',\"'1o\...1 ~ 1 • I. '-,

variation -:l, o:;r)nn ,.,,, oracticabie)' I..... ,""_ _....... '- '-L.' _ "" '- . ,,,",I.. -..'. '- .

Fees, R.·val­
!Je'\. etc.

I..L There shall be D2.V.. .e in resrect of eve:..: ;l<~i;~;

licence such fees as 0'";,, 're ""1 r ,> s '-ih·o'i 'J'''': 5'''':''')\''+:;;-.... .l~~ J ... ~ .,. !~~' '"' ~_\'w. '-1 ... \0. ... 1.~14\.. • ... , .... ~J, 1\.,. \.l ..

or other charzes as the vlinisrer m~:\' deter.nine.- .

Canccllor.on 13.-(1 l The Chief Fisheries Officer. or in the c:;.:
Pf: su~r:~:tC:t~ of' '1 fcrei on fis hinz I," .euce f!"':1> \.·f:{"t; ... t ").T'" ~"O;'"l v ..'1 ..... ,"t~; ,':nt fj-t1l:1\! .... \.J ~ ;:: , L 11 z: l_ .... ~. ell\.:. ; ,,~._ •• ,,'~, .~ilL ... '

j;':~:1C=, - suscend a fishinz licence or: ::H';'; of rite s::'::'~!1J:s set ,'~;'

in subsection ,,2), '-
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C::' ,-\ fishinz licence 1113\' be cancel-ed or sus­

.' "nded where th~~ '\finistcr 0"1' the Chic:' Fisheries
b"tIicer, as the case may he. is s:::. .isfied that:

(a) it is necessary to do so in order to
allow for the" oror-er manacernent o:
any particular fisherv: Of -

(;,\ the vessel in resrxct or v.hich the
licence 1.,'1<;; l-een ;r:::,;'ed 1,'1, ;""><3'~ used.J ........ ! "-' li(..;,.. ..... ~. l~.,\"':,",,",,' ..... ........... .- \",. ......

in contravention O~· this Ac: O~ of any
rceulations made thereunder. or 0:'

~n-\; condition C7~ the licen:'e 07" In

breach of anv annlicable ~lC:::~·:, a~ree­

merit: or

i c') 11e is required or author zed ic do so in
'1'-'''0''r1.1J·'C'' \"I' t jI-.1 the P"""'I'S;'~~';: of anv:;",",-,,- !u," j ..... (J,. .L ..... 'J.',-V •. I ......'1;..' ' ~l.,,'

arrancement or azreernent entered into
under- section 6. -

(4) Where a fishinz licence has been <usnended
or cancelled on the grounds specified in section 15'(2) (aL
3. proportion or any fees paid for the fishing licence
rcnreseminc tJ-.~, unexnired oeriod Of" that 'I:(-'>T"',,-'" or the; ,_ ....... <:«: l~. __ ...... _.\~_ '"' ............. ;j. , ... J..u ~ __ "."''''. .L.

rcriod of susnension. as the case mav teo .hall be
reimbursed to the licencee at his request.

16,--0) .\11\' notification civen under section 13(5') ~,11!C::.
or 1~n) ';"",1'1 1. ',. 1·"'/ writin: exceot "S' otherwise specified.l_,..., -':l'U' 1,.~\..... t '1.. _" l,..,~ ......... t-'. l,.1 /'\0.- 1,1 ......... _ ...../"" .... t .....

in subsection (2)," .

C) In the case of :.1 foreign fishinc vessel. a
:1otir,cation referred to in subsection (I) 1:1<1\' be in
',':rit;n'Y nr bv t·,I"", radio o: ''"l''-'" othe: t'O-~I" '1':: the... _ "" ~, _, ~ ".. .. .. l \.'. ...l L _ I';' ..I. ( •. \0.. _,

.:\finister deems appropriate.
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17. Anv person aggrieved by :111\' decision of the
Chief Fisheries Officer under section 15. rnav \\ithiii
::: I days of the receint of notification of the _'decisiori
unr-eal azainst it to the \iinister. whose decision sh~:l
'n;" no' ",,1 ~ ,
........... t 141.

(:::) Any person \\ ho operates 0:- allows to be
or-crated am' fish nrocessinz establishment excer t under
'1 '1icen"'" crantcd under .1':5 '::""'{:O[1 ,.,"'rl in accordance"'. I. 1\.,.. ...... _I",,!, L l.l._l \..i ..... l lil1 . . , ...... _ 4 .. \..ol.lt ....... 1", l."......... _ It .......

\i irh the conditions of SEen licence is suiltv of an offence
and shall be liable. on sum man; conviction. to a fine
not exceeding SLOOO,CO dollars"

(31 In this section "fish processing establish­
ment". means anv land. orernises or other nlace on Ci

in which fish are canned. dried. autted. salted. iced.
chilled. frozen or otherwise rrocessed for sale in c:
outside G renada, "

19.-(1) The vlinister Day by notice ru~Iished in
the Gazette:

In:1n;t'-:-e-~'::lt

;,re:15,

(a)

(/1)

designate an area as a local fisheries manugc­
ment area:

desisnare anv local authoritv fishermen­
co-operative 'or fishermen's association O~
other appropriate body representing: fisher­
men in the area as the Local Fisheries
'.f I' <To> r:-.\ 1 t1-, "' ,'t , f r tl ,'" ",..-,,.,\.a.Ll;;:-l.:me.1L ,-.J'Le!!,: 0, .L.c ... _.....

,(2) :Vhen~ there i~ no appropri;'lte. body rer­
resentuuz fishermen m t.ie area. the :vI truster m::lY
promote the formation of such a body.
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~

.-i ct j ~ ''l­i _

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall, to the
C,\lent he deems it practicaole. provide to any Local
Fisheries Management Autnority, such assistance as
may be reasonably necessary for the performance of
i:s functions.

(2t By-laws made under subsection (II shall
require the approval of the \!inister and shall be
nubiishcd In tr;e Gazette before they come into effect.
! -

(.3) Bv-laws made under subsection (2) mav
provide thata breach of atv bv-law sh::ll constitute an
offence and mav nrovide for ne.ialries on sumrnarv
convictions ov ~,\",;v of fine nor exceedinc S LOCO.Or)
dollars. -

PART III

j\'IARI~E RESER\'ES AND CONSER-VATIO:\,
\IEASURES

21. The Minister may. bv Order published in the
Gczeue. declare any area' ofthe 11Sher~! waters. [0 be a
Iisiunu nriorirv area. where he considers that snecial
measures are- necessarv to ensure that authorized
fishinz within the area is not i.nneded or otherwise
interfered with. '

22.-(1) The Government of Grenada mil'; lease
land includinz areas of the foreshore and sea-bed for
the purposes of aq uaculture, if satisfied after reasonable
enquiry that such k:lse will nor substantially prejudice

Fi~h;n~

:"r;\,,)~'H': areas.

l.e rsinz of
Land for
.icuaculture.
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the fl21HS of the members of he r .iblic thereto :l!ic!

such lease shall be in conrorm.tv with anv rezulation,
made under section ..it; relatin ; 'ro the leasing of land
fo:' aquaculture.

\2) The crovisicns of I e Crown Lands Orci­
nance shall at'.'Dlv, mutatis niut. rulis. to the leasinu Oi'

b~ld5 including Ioreshore an .... s:::~,-reu for the pUrp0~~\
Oi ~l,-;~::.lCUlcJr;: under trns secucn.

i,3) Notwithstandinc anv orovrsions of the
Crown Lands Ordinance the \ linister shall, b-: notice
"'L';"'; shed ;11 'I'''' r: ,-,>ri·' ("\',:1" oarticulars 0:" ",,['I'" ·l· -r-, ...~I .1..- 12)",J. 'tt.J, 1 1.. 1. ..... U(4- •. .::' _ ~,u. ll,-u'~L.:) ,l ..... _ ~,.Io",

aranted under subsection (I i sivinc rhe boundaries c:
;1:-.> """') leased ""G' r11.:> vliniste ~l' '-"'l': ..c..strict ..,.,.,,-1t ..... ...................... ........;"'" uli .. ~ ","'-.. l..... ltl""", ~ t........... \. (..11.:. .....

control tw rezulations made under Section 40. the use
of Stich, land including fcreshore or sea-bed by memce-s
of -l;"" '"IlI;',:!'Cv ..... l .... r-: L. •

23.-:"{ I) The Minister may, by Order published in
the Ca:ct tc. declare arr. area of the fisnerv waters and.
"'c ar-oronriate "11\' adiacent 01' surroundinc land ,1\J..-.J '-t" I. ...... 1<_'""_ lo-L ~Ul""" \,.,. .. '" ... -.Li,- 1 .. ~_ ~ .,_\..

be a 'marine reserve where he considers that special
measures are necessarv:

fa) to afford special protection to the flora ;lr:J
fauna of such areas and to rrorecr 2f1 ..1
oreserve the natural breedinz ·:irounds anJ
habitats of acuatic life, v;ith narticul.n
rezard to flora and fauna in dancer ci
extinction: -

(ll",) to all0 \'l for the natural reccneration Ci

acuatic life in areas where such life has b~::n
depleted:

(c) to promote scientific studv and research in
respect or such areas: or
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(en to r-eserce and enhance the natural beauty
of such areas.

(21 Anv pe.son who, II: any marine reserve,
v.it!:out I -rmiss.on granted unc er s.ibsection (3):

(a) ishes or auemc.. to fish ;

!,','7 , ::.::.kes or destro'. :::':1' flora and fauna
other than fist:'

(el -Iredges, extract. sand or gravel, dis­
.harses or deccs.rs waste or an'; other
»ollutinz matte.. or in anv W2.V dis­
.urbs, alters 0:- destroys the natural
environment: or

((:~.:onstructs or erects any buiidinss or
other structures on or over anv land or
waters within such a. reserve:'

is zuiltv of an offence and shal: re liable on summarv
conviction to a tine not exceeding S1,000.00 dollars. .

(3) The IAinister, or any rerson authorized by
him in writing, may give writter ~c:-;nission to do any
of the things prohibited under .ais section where the
doing of such things may be required for the proper
mJ.nagemem of the reserve or fer .:10)' of the purposes
referred to in suosecrion (1).

24.-(1) The Minister may, OIl the submission of a
fiSheries research plan. approvee by the Chief Fisheries
Officer, grant permission for an; vessel or person to
underiake research into fisheries in the fishery waters
and in doing so may exempt such vessel or person from
any of the provisions of this Act.

Fisheries
research.
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(2) The Minister may attach such conditions as

he ceems fit to any permission granted under sub·
section (1).

(3) Any person who undertakes or ass.sts m
any fisheries research in the fishery waters:

(a.) without rerrnission under subsec­
tion 0): or
in contravention of any condition c:
conditions attached to the permission
under subsection (2),

Prohibited
rish.nc
nl~t!'h.111'\.

is cuiitv of an offence and shall be liable on summer.
conviction to a fine not exceeding SI ~OOO.OO dollars..

(4) Any permission or exemption granted under
this section shall be in writing.

25.-(1) Any person who:

(a) permits to be used. uses or attempts to use
any explosive, poison or other noxious
substance for the purpose of killing, stun­
ning, disablinz or catchins fish. or in anv
way rendering fish more easily caught : or

(b) carries or has in his possession or control
any explosive, poison or other noxious
substance in circumstances indicating an
intention of using such explosive, poison
or other noxious substance for any of the
purposes referred to in the preceding paru­
graph,

is zuiltv of an offence and shall be liable on summer:
conviction to a fine not exceeding 55,000.00 dollars.
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(2) Any explosive, poison or other noxious
5ub~lance found on board any fishing vessel shall be
rresumed. unless the contrary is proved. tc be intended
for the purpose referred to in subsection (1) (at

(3) Any person who lands. sells. receives or is
fat nd in possession of any fish takenin contravention
of subsection (]) faL knowinz or havinc reasor rble

'- -
cause to ! elieve them ~0 have been 50 taken. is zuiitv of
an offence and s~,~n b~ "able rr sum-narv conviction
to a fine not exceeding S1.000.00 dollars, -

(4) Fer th~ »urroses of this section. a certificate
as to the cause c td manner of death or iniur. of anv
fish sizned bv the Chief Fisheries Officer-or' bv anv
person- authorized by him in writing shall I"c accepted
:J.S prima facie evidence in :.1 court without proof of the
siznarure or the nerson aor-earinz to have sicncd the
ce-rtificate or his official character~ ~

(5) for the purposes of subsection u). the
defendant to proceeding) hrC'ug:~t under this <:~~rion is
entitled to 14 days notice in writing of the prosecution's
mtention to adduce the said certificate.

26. Any person who within the fishery waters. uses Povsession of
for fishinz or has Oil board anv fishinrr vessel, in fisninc ge:J.r,

circumstances which indicate an intention to use for
fishing in the fishery waters:

(n) anv net the mesh size of which does not
conform to the rrescribed minimum mesh
size for that type' of net: or

(b) any type or other fishing gear which does
not conform to any standards prescribed
for that type of trap or other fishing gear; or
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(c) any other ne . or i.shing gear which is pro.

hibited by the Act

is zuiltv of an offence and shall be liable on summa;
conviction to a)ine not exceeding: S1.000.00 dollars. '

PART IV

ENFORCE!vI El',TT

Des.enation :-:-. The Minister rna' desisnate from time to ~ijJ';:

o~;luthonzed bv notice published in the Gazette SL1ci, oersons ~1"ohlc~rs. _ 4~::,. l ~ ..... l:.. .1 .._ .... 1 :. t" ~ ..': li "'-4,)

deems nr. inclucinc members of tne c.uorcemen:
authoritv of anv countrv or of anv rezionai or SJc.·
resicnai marine" enforcement entitv. to' be autaorizec
ofT:cers for the purpose of this Act.

Powers of
authorized
oticers,

28.-f l) For the nurooses of enforcinz this -\r.T. an':
authorized officer 88.;:. without a warrant:

(a) stop, board and search any foreign fisbin:
vessel in the fisherv waters and anv iCC1:
fishinz vessel in or outside the fisherv water'
and stop and search any vehicle: "

(b) reouire to be nroduced. examine and take
conies of anv licence or other document
required under this Act:

(c) require to oe produced and examine ~:.ri'

fishinz net or other fishinn zear whethc
at sea or on la..d. . .

(2) Any authorized officer, who has reascnacl­
grosnds to believe that an offence has been committe,'
under this Act may. without a warrant:

(a) enter and search any premises. Qth.i:.'·
than nrernises used -exclusivelv as .:
dwellinc house, in which he has re:l:;llj:
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(II

to believe that the offence has been
committed or where he has reason to
believe that fish illegally taken are
being stored:

take samples of am fish found in any
vessel, vehicle or' premises searched
under this Section. '\

: .' l seize any vessel (together \\ iL1 its gear.
-',..,r.· - -",-.,: -'''''''~C\ vehicle hc:~;nu <re~r:) l", I \.,.. J '"- J i o...A .... U. • ::- . ~ ....... i l.... "I t ~ _ 1:.:... == = _~ _..
net or ether flshinz acoiiance which he
has reason to believehas teen used :1:
.he commission of the offer.ce or In

resnect of which the offence has been
comrnitted :

seize anv fish which he has reason to
belie'. e ius been cauzht in the com­
mission of the offence. or is beins
possessed in contravention of this Act:

(e) seize anv explosive or noison which he
has reason t;:) believe lias been used or
is being possessed in contravention of
this Act.

(J) An" vessel seized under subsection (2) and
the crew thereof shall be taken to ,;'iC nearest or most
convenient nort and the vessel mas be detained oendinz
the outcome or any legal proceedings under this Act
or its release on bond or other form of securitv in
accordance with the provisions of section 33. .

(4) Where, following the commission of an
offence under this Act b\ anv foreicn fishinz vessel.
SUch foreicn fishing: vessel- is pursued bevond th,~ limits
of the f}sI1ery waters, the powers conferred on auth-
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orized officers under this section shall be exercisable
bevond the limits of the fisherv waters. in the circum.
stances and to the extent recoznized bv international
law. ~-

(S1 After a vessel has been stormed under the
provisions of this section any authorized officer may,
concerning it or in relation to anv fish or fish DrOdUCH
therein, exe;-cise any of the powers conferred by this
S~C~lOn.

'6) An authorized OITIcer in exercising any of
the powers conferred on him by this section~shan on
demand nroduce such means of identification as may
0, 0-' neccssarv to <how that l-", ;~ an authorized officer\,.. t..l \". ......... _ 4 I _ -11..i.l _ . .) ~ _ ....1..1 ~ .I.. \",. 1 "i
for the purpose of this Act.

'-,\i-: ,'t 29.-{ I) Anv fish or other articles of a perishable
;:~~~~~~\~:J, n~(Ur= ;e.iz:~~.· ~nd~r thi? Act may. at the direction

Of the Cp iet r rsnenes O'ficer. he sold and the proceeds
or' -aie shall he held and dealt with in accordance with
the provisions of this Act.

C:::) Where, after makin-z lit reasonable efforts.
the Chief Fisheries Otficer is unable to sell the Bsh or
ether articles referred to in subsection (I), or -vhere
s:.::.:~ fish or dther articles are unfit for sale. he r;.J"

disoose of them in such other manner as he thinks it.

imrnuptty,jr'
ut.vo:: z.ed

\\rli....,~;.

tlL~ .~..:~

Jf.l!~C'r·::~,1

rt'<:":",, ,

':0. ~o action shall be brouzht azuinst any authorized
oifc:r in respect of :m:lthiG~ done or omitted to hf
d..::r-.e bv him in cood faith in the execution or DUf;:;C :-tef

execution of his powers and duties under this' Act.

31. Any person who obstructs. assaults or threaten­
\\ it!' violence an authorized officer in the exercise Q!
ti:e Dowers conferred on him under this Act is 2uiily
l~( :1:1 offence and shall be liable on sumrnarv C0i1'/lcIioil
io a fine ruvr r'VC""'C'I'''''"T ,.::: C:C(II-'I") dcilars or to imcriscr>'- 1 j ,'" 1 ...\.. ... \, " "" ''::''_.J __ .. '" • _' ...... ..,., \. ....' {... ....J, ... ";'J, ~ ~... \ •

I " -,,' ·"1- '1 te no' .3 V COOd I T1C'" '\\'0 vears ,r to bothr • ,= .1 L i.L (11 ..i. l \... \,. '"'" \0. 4 ~ ~ ,~ ..' .... 1 l. L ~ t u.
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32. Where an offence~against this Act bas been
committed by any perscu on board or employed on a
fishing vessel, the master of such vessel shall also be
O'uiltv of the offence.
::> •

33. The court may. on application therefore. order
the release of any fishing vessel (together with its gear,
stores and cargo', vehicle. fish. fishing gear, net or
other fishing appliance seized under this Act on receipt
of a satisfacrorv bond or other form of securitv from the
owner or other person claiming such property.

liability
of master.

Release of
vessel de.
on bon.J.

3..$. .Where anv nerson is convicted of an offence Court's

nzainst this Act: the court. in addition to any other rower of
- forfeiture.

penalty imposed:

(a) may order that anv fishinz vessel (tozether
with its fishinz zear. stores and carzo r and
any vehicle, fisl1 gear, net or other- fishing
anoliance. used in the commission of the
offence be forfeited;

shall order that anv fish cauzht in the com­
mission of such orfence or the l'roceeds of
sale of such fish and any expios ive, poison
or .other noxious substance used in the
commission of such offence be forteited.

35.--{ I) Until the contrary is proved, 211 fish found Presumonom

on board anv fishinz vessel which has been used in the
commission -of an ~offence against this ? •.t shall be
presumed to have beer; caucht in the commission of
that offence. ~

(2) \Vhere in any legal proceedings instituted
under this Act toilowinz the seizure of a foreign fishing
\'(;ssel bv an enforcement vessel. the r-lace in ";,vhich an
C':ent is 'alIege(: to have taken place is 'In issue. the place
stated in a certified copy of the relevant entry in the
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Onus ('[
proof.

Disposal Of
Vessel etc.
forfeited.

ju risd ictio n"

Iinister»
ewers to
omr-oun.l
rfences

log book or other official record of the enforcement
vessel as being the place in which the event took plac~
shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, to be
the place in which such event took place.

36. In any regal proceedings under this Act where
the defendant is charged with having committed an
offence under which a licence. authority or the permis­
sion of any person is required for the doing of any act.
the onus shall be on the defendant to prove that at
the time to which the charge related.' the requisite
licence, authority or permission was duly held,

37. Any vessel (together with irs gear, stores and
cargo), and any vehicle, fishing gear, net or other
fishing appliance, explosive or poison ordered to be
forfeited under this Act shall ce disposed of in such
manner as the ~vIinister may direct.

38. Anv offence azainst anv OI the provisions of this
Act or anv rezulations made under thIs Ace committed
within the fishery waters by any person, or any such
offence committed outside such waters bv any citizen
of. or person ordinarily resident in Grenada or by any
person on board any local risning vessel, shall be
triable in anv court of Grenada <13 if SUC!1 offence had
been commit"ted in any place in Grenada within the:
local limits of the jurisdiction of such court.

39.-{.1) Subject to subsection (-\.) the Minister may
where he is satisfied that anv D'::-50n has committed an
offence azainst this Act or in~ rezulations made under
this Act compound such o.Ience c~· accepting on behalf
of the Government from such cerson a sum of mane'!
not exceeding the maximum ·jr:.e specified for rh:lr
offence.

(2) On compounding 3.:1 offence under rilis
section the i\finisrer rnav crc-::" the release of ~1l1\

article seized under section 28 c r the proceeds of s:.ll~
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{such anicJc under section 29 on .s~Ich conJitions
biduding the ra::rnenr of such addlt10paI slfms of
iTloney not, excec-dmg the value of the article seized, as
bt';{nay think fit.

(3) No offence shaH be compounded under this
~"('rion unless the rers~m :\ryo has .committed, the
~tf~nce has exriressed hIs wIllmgness rn a prescnbed
fD(m that the offence be so dealt with:

(4) Th: compounding of an offence under thrs
~'Ction shall be notified in \\riting under the signature of
~th parties to the appropriate '\{agistrate's court.

(5) In anv nrcceedim.rs brouaht a!!ainst anv
t'efson for :.111 <Jrf~n~e a£ain5t this Act or an'; rerrulation
~nde under this c\ct. - it slull be a ddence -if such
rrson proves that the ,)ffence with which he is charged
tl:::s been comrol:ndcd under this ,cctiOI1.

(6) The rowers ..::anterred on the Minister bv
S?Jbsection (i) :112.V be exercised bv the Chief Fisheries
O:::.:er in respect ;J[ a ]:)C':.1I Ashin~£ ves~c!.

, (2) In panicub.r. without limiting the generality
'/ Subsection (1). the ~tini5ter Olav make reuulations
or 31I or an:,' e( the following ~urpos;:;:.:.: -
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(b) prescr-ibing fisheries managerr cnt ar,
conservation measures including p:~

scribed mesh sizes. zear srandJr'1
minimum species sizes,.closed seaso;
closed areas. prohibited methods .
fishinz or fishinz zear and schemes I>
lirnitinc entrv ieto all or anv :iDeeiil;
fisheries: . . .

\ c) prescrir ing the constitution functio
and duties of the Fisheries Advise:
Committee appointed under section

(d) rezula..tine the catchinz and utiiizatr:
otfish taken incidentallv when fishi;
for a species for which" a licence
been issued:

Ie) nrovidinz for the recisrration ::if,

licensina of fishermen. fishinc !!C8. ar.
other fish ing appliances: - -

(n organizing and regulating sport fishir
in the fishery waters:

(g) regulating the use of scuba gear:

(/1 )

(i)

regulating or prohibiting the use
spear guns or other similar dev icc:

reaulatinc the landine, marketing ar­
distribution of fish: -

rezularinc the iransirinz of rvr.::
fishins vessels throuah the Ji~;h£
waters, includina the manner in \\11:·
fishing gear is to be stowed;
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(k) making provisron for rewards to be
paid to any person providing infor­
mation on the operations of foreizn
fishing vessels leading to a conviction
or compounding of offence under this
Act:

(1) prescribinz the form of foreicn fishinz
licences which ma:~- take the form of ;
written licence or -a telexed or cabled
authorization:

(m) providing for the implementation of
anv agreement or arranzernent entered
into tinder section 6: ~

(n)

(0)

(p)

(q)

rezulatinc or nrohibitinz the entrv into
an'; fishinz nriorirv area. established
under section 21. of anv class of vessel
and prescribing any activities which
may not be undertaken in that area;

providing for the licensing and controlof fish aggregating devices and [or
rights to ~~fish ;}£-!.!regated bv such
devices : ~ ,~ .

imoosinz charges in respect of the
grant Of issue ~of anv licence. nerrnit
or other document provided for under
this Act;

regulating:

(i) the management and protection of
marine reserves and fishing pri­
ority areas,

(ii) the taking of coral and shells,
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(v) aquaculture development

(vi') aquaculture operations,

(,.') prcs:::rj~)in~- rY!easures for ~he protection
at turues. lobsters, concnes, sea moss
and weeds and species of fish which
may be endangered:

(Sl to rrovide for the control or prohibition
or .~ import and export of fish;

It) nre cribina standards and other
me.vures for the saferv of local fishinz
vessels and fisherrnen ; -

(II) rezulatinz or nrohibitinc the erur.
into land leased for the -purposes ot'
aquaculture or into any waters super­
jacent to such land:

(v) urescribinz the terms and conditions or
leases for .aquaculrure ;

(u-) prescribing any other matter which is
required or authorized to be prescribed.

(3') Where not'otherwise provided for in the
Reaularions. 3r.V breach of a reculaticn made under
this Act shall constitute an offence and any person
uuiltv of such an offence shall be liable on summary
com:iction to a fine not exceeding S5J)OO.OO dollars..

Exernotions -41. The Minister may, by Order published in the
Gazette, exempt from the requirements of section 1L
any local fishing vessels under a size. type or class
specified in the Order.
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42. Any regulations, Orders and notices made under Saving«.

'he Grenada Territorial Waters Act No. 17 of 1978 and
the Marine Boundaries Act 1\0. 20 of 1978 and anv
iiccr:~es, permits a~j other authorizations issued th-re-
under shall, except in 30 far as they are ir.consisrent
with this Act, continue to have effect as though made
or issued under this Act.

43. Section 11 (1) (d) of the Grenada Territorial Receals,

waters Act J"o. 17 of 1978 and sections 11, 12, 13, 14,
15.16. 17, If and 1° of the \iarine'I30undaries Act
No. 20 of 1978 are repealed.

44.-(1) This Act shall come into force on such date Commence­
as theMinister may appoint by Order published in the merit.

Gazette.

(2') The Minister may aneoint different dates
for the commencement of the different provisions by
Order published ill the Gazette.

Passed by the House of Representatives this 28th
day of February, 1986.

CURTIS V. STRACHA:r-.;
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Passed by tile Senate this 27th day of March, 1986.

CURTIS V. STRACHAN
Clerk of the Senate.

GiliNADA.

f>RfNTED BY THE GOVER.,{~fENT PRr-,TER, AT 'nrs GOVERNMENr PRI1'.i!!'<G OFFICE,
ST. GEORGE'S.

1986.


