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CHAPTER 51:04
DEMERARA RIVER (MACKENZIE) BRIDGE ACT
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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An Act to authorise the erection of a bridge and a railway across 28 of 1965.
the Demerara River by the Demerara Bauxite Company
Limited, and for purposes connected therewith.

[30TH OCTOBER, 1965]

1. This Act may be cited as the Demerara River (Mackenzie) Short title.
Bridge Act.

2. InthisAct— I nterpretation.

“bridge” means the bridge authorised to be erected under this Act and
includes the piers, fender piles and fenders thereof and any
erection or other sructure, foot-path, roadway, tramway,
conveyor belt, pipe, tube, viaduct, aqueduct or other means of
conveyance over, under or across the Demerara River and lands
adjacent thereto used in connection with the said bridge;
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“the Company” means the Demerara BaLixite Company, Limited, its
successorsor assignees and any other person for thetimebeingin
lawful possession of the bridge;

“theplans’ meansthe plansfor the erection of thebridge, including the
specifications thereof, and the plans delineating the railway
reserve, and any amendmentsto such plans and specificationsfor
thetimebeing approved by theMinister for the purposesof thisAct
and deposited in the Deeds Registry;

“raillway reserve’ means that portion of land on the left bank of the
Demerara River owned or occupied by the Company and shown
on the plans as an area reserved for the purposes of arailway to
be constructed thereon by the Company connecting the railway
reservewiththeright bank of the DemeraraRiver and crossing the
said River by way of the bridge;

“traffic” includesgoods, rolling stock, vehicles, personsand animals.

Authority to 3. (1) Itshal belawful for the Company at itsown expenseto erect

erect bridge. a bridge across the Demerara River at and between such points in
Plantation Noitgedacht on the right bank of the DemeraraRiver andin
Plantation Wismar on theleft bank of the said River and of such design
and dimensions as are specified in the plans, and to do such other work
as may be necessary for the proper construction, protection and
maintenance of the bridge.

(2) Without prejudice to the right of the Company to use the
bridgein any way for the purpose of its business, the Company may, in
accordance with the plans, construct arailway over the bridge.

Maintenance 4. Itshal betheduty of the Company, solong asthebridgeremains

of bridge. the property of or is subject to the control of the Company, to maintain
the bridge in proper order and condition to the satisfaction of the
Minister, and to place and maintainthereon, between sunset and sunrise,
such lightsin such manner asthe Minister may requirefor the purposes
of marking both sides of the main span thereof.
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5. (1) Subjecttothissection, the Company shall havetheexclusive
right to regulate and control traffic passing over or otherwise using the
bridge.

(2) Subject to subsections(3) and (4), any public officer on duty
shall be entitled at all reasonable times to use the bridge without any
charge whatsoever for the purpose of crossing and of conveying any
equipment used in connection with his duties, including his personal

baggage.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), the
bridge may be closed to traffic at such times as the Company may
determine.

(4) The Company shall makearrangementsto the sati sfaction of
the Minister for the periodic lifting of a section of the main span of the
bridge for the purpose of enabling vessels to pass under the bridge.

6. (1) Subject to section 5 (2), the Company shall havetheright to
chargeand collect suchtollsinrespect of traffic using the bridgeasmay
be approved by the Minister.

(2) Tollscollected by virtue of this section shall be paid over to
thelocal government authority or authoritiesany part of whose district
lieswithinfivemilesof thebridge (and wherethereismorethan onesuch
local authority, in such proportionsto therespectivelocal authoritiesas
the Minister may determine) for the use and benefit of such local
government authority or authorities.

(3) The Company may assign to any local authority referred to
insubsection (2) theright to collect any tollsimposedin accordancewith
subsection (1).

7. (1) Fromand after thecommencement of thisActandfor solong
asthe Company shall operate arailway along the railway reserve, this
section shall have effect.
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By-laws.

(2) TheCompany shall provideand maintainsuchlevel and other
crossingsasmay be shown onthe plansof therailway reserve and shall
control such crossings in accordance with by-laws made for that
purpose under section 8.

(3) Whereby or under any Act other thanthisAct any obligation
or requirement isimposed on the Company to do or refrain from doing
any act inrelation to the bridge or to therailway reserve or the railway
operated on either the bridge or the railway reserve the Minister, on
applicationinwriting madeinthat behalf by the Company, may by order,
subject to negative resolution of the National Assembly, exempt the
Company from compliancewith such conditionsas may be specifiedin
theorder, if satisfied that it isreasonablesotodoin all thecircumstances
of the case:

Provided that nothingin thissubsection shall exempt the Company
from the payment of any rate under the Local Government Act or from
the payment of any tax, rate or due whatsoever.

(4) Whereunder any law any person or authority hasnotified the
Company of any abligation or requirement referred to in subsection (3)
and an applicationismadeunder that subsection for exemption fromthat
obligation or requirement, the Company shall cause a copy of such
application to be served on the person or authority af orementioned and
with effect from thedate of such servicetheoperation of such obligation
or requirement shall be suspended pending theresult of such application
and any period of time prescribed or allowed for compliance therewith
shall ceaseto rununtil suchtimeasthe Company shall havebeennotified
inwriting by the Minister of the determination of the said application.

8. (1) TheCompany may, withthe approval of the Minister, make
by-laws—

(a) for the control and regulation of traffic passing over the
bridge;

(b) for the impoasition and collection of tolls in respect of
traffic using the bridge;
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(c) regulating thelifting of asection of the main span of the
bridge for the purpose of permitting the passage of vessels
under the bridge;

(d) generally to provide for the efficient operation and
working of the bridge and any railway constructed thereon;
and

(e) for the control and regulation of traffic passing over,
aong or acrosstherailway and railway reserve, and of level
crossings on the railway reserve.

(2) TheMinister shall cause such by-lawsto be publishedinthe
Gazette and copies of any such by-laws as relate to matters specified
in subsection (1) (a) to (d) (inclusive) shall be made available by the
Company for inspection by the public at all reasonabletimes at or near
the bridge.

9. (1) TheCompany, if it nolonger requiresto retainthe bridgefor
the purposesof itsbusinessand desiresto dedi catethe bridgefor the use
of the public without payment of any compensation, may givenoticein
writing tothat effect to the Minister and within six monthsfromthedate
of the notice the Minister may, by notice published in the Gazette,
declare the bridge to be the property of the Government or of alocal
government authority or authoritiesspecifiedinthenotice, and fromthe
date of publication of such notice, the bridge shall be deemed for all
purposes to be the property of the Government or of such local
government authority or authorities, as the case may be.

(2) Where the Company gives notice to the Minister under
subsection (1) and no noticeis published in the Gazette within thetime
specified in subsection (1), the Company may remove or otherwise
dispose of the bridge asit may think fit.

10. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to prejudice or affect any
legal rights and privileges of the Company existing at the
commencement of this Act, including any such right to construct a
railway on any land owned or occupied by the Company.
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