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NATURE CONSERVATION ACT.
Na. 47/1971

The President of Jeeland makes known:

The Althingi has passed this Act and [ confirm it with my consent:

The Aim _of Nature Conservation,

Arto L

The aim of this Act is o ¢ncourage the intercourse of Man and Namye in such & way that
life or land be not needlessly wasted, nor gea, fresh water or air polluted.

The Act shail ensure as far as possible the course of natura) processes according 10 their
own laws, and the pmtection of exceptional and historical aspects of [celandic nature.
The Act shall entiance the pation's aceess o and familiadty with Nature,

The_Administration of Nature Conservation,

Art. 2.

The: Minisoy of Cultwe and Education is i charge of ail matters mpocmag the:
consesvation of nawre.

Art. 3

In gach.county and. town, and in the city of Reykjavik, a nature conservation committes of
thres to seven members shall be established, The county, towm, or city, council decides upon the
pumber of members, clecs them for a wenn of four years: and appoims o chaimman. An equal
number of alternates shall be: elected for the. same period.

The role of the nature conservadon commiitees is to further nature conservation in their-
district, {.a. by means of advice: and proposals o local authorities, the: Nature Conservation.
Lonvennon ang the MNawre Conservadun Councll,

Art. 4.

The Naure Consarvation Convention assembles every tnird year. Uis rale is 10 disousy
nature conservation and propose priorities for the most urgent conservation matters (o be: resolved.
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The following parties may atiend the Nature Conservation Convetion:

LA representative elected by ¢ach nature conservation committee.
2. One representative for each of the following associations: The Icelandic Humane
Association, The Tourist Council of Iceland, The Icetandic Society for the Protection of Binds, The
Sovciety of leelandic Matural Scientists, Tha leelondic Natural History Society, Landvemd  The
Iceland Environment Union, The Joint Association af Icelandic Guides and Scouts, The Forestry
Association, The Association of Chargred Engireers in Iceland, The Farmer's Union, The Icelandic
Youth Association, The Federation of Icelandic Youth Organizations, The Icelandic Youth Hostels'
Federation, The Touring Club of Tesland, The Union of Local Autharities in leeland, The Icelandic
Federation of Labor, The Confederation of Icetandic Employers, The Agricultural Society of Ieetand,
The Association of Icelandic Architects and natre conservation Associations,
3. Three representatives from the Museum of Natural History in the fields of geclogy, botany
and zoology.
One representative from each pariamentary party in the Althing.
The Nature Conservation Council.
The following officials: The Director of the Agricultural Society of Iceland, the Director
of Civil Aviation, the Director of the National Research Council, the Director of the State
Soil Conservation Service, e Chief Medical Officer of Health, the Chuinoan of the
Committee on Toxic Substances, the State Director of Shipping, The Chief Veterinary
Officer, the Director of the Agrcultural Research Instimnte, the Director of the Marine
Research Institute, a representative of the Udiversity of Jceland, the Director of the National
Energy Authority, the State Town Planning Director, ihe Director of the Jceland Forest
Service, the Director of the Public® Roads Administration, the Direcror of Freshwater
Fisherics, ihe Director of the National Museum and a rcpres.cntative from the Ministry of
Cuiture end Bducation,
7. The number of attendants to the Nature Ccnservauon Convention may be increased by
means of Regulations,

Fnp

Art. 5.

The Nature Conservation Council will assemble the Convention, prepare an agenda and
present 2 repart on. its. activities. to the convention. The Chairman of the: Council opens the
Convention and directs proceedings until a President hag teen elecied, 'I'b.e Convention decides on
its rules of order.

© Altendance at the Namw Conservation Convention is unsaiam:d but the parties concemed
pay all expensges for their representatives. Other axpenses Indurred by the Convention shail be paid.
by the Stale Treasury in accordance with the Minister’s decision,

Axt, 6.

The Nature Conservation Council is composed of seven members. Six of them shall be
elected by means of open election by the Namre: Conservaton Convendon, with the exception of
the representatives wader art. 4, paragraph 6. The seventh shall be appointed by the- Minister of
Culture-and-Bdueation, pdor w0 the cection, and he shall be the Chainman of the Council. An
equal number of altemate members shall be elected in the same manner and for the same period
of time.

Art. 7.
The Mature Conegarvation Council ghall execute naturey sontervarion meoagines N gat forth

in this Act. The Council shall take the initiative in public instruction about conservation, i.a.
through publications, schools and mass media,
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The Council shall mairain close Co-operation with voluntary conservation organizations, 1.a.
by means of prosnoting regional meetngs on naturg conservation.

Art 8.

The Natare Conservation Council maintaing a bureau and engages a director o mamage &.
Expenses shall be paid by the State Treasury,

Payment of Expenses Incurred by the Implementation of this Act.

Art. 9.

Before the end of May each year the Namre Conservation Council draws up a budget that
cxpected expenditures resulting from the implementation of the Act during the coming calendar
year and forwards-this 10 the Minisiry of Sulture-and Education.

J-R.e e ,-.,.”--,.-.._J

" Art, 10,

. Expenses incurred through the implementation of this Act shall be paid by the State
Treasury in accordance with allocations for this purpose in the. Budget

The Publi¢’s Right of Access to Nature and Public Conduct,

Art. 11,

Everyone is entitied to free passage thmugn, and. stay in, areas lying outside the property
of registerd farms for legilimate purpose.

Walkers may pass through privately owend ground, provided it is uncultivated and unfenced,
and also provided thar their stay does not disturb livestock or cause unconvenience 1o those holding
legal rights w the-land.

On fenced ground, the permission of the owmer is requued for the purpose of passing
through or staying on the land. The same applies to cultivated land.

Art. 12.

The public is premitted 10 pick wild beoies in ancultivawd. areas. for immediate
consumption,

Everyone is permitted to pick berries in areas lying outside the property of registered fams,

The Nature Conservatdon Council may prohibit the. use of tools or implements for the
picking of berries if there is reason to fear that this may cause. damage to vegetation.

Art. 13.

Everyone shall take care o avoid unnecessary damage to (e nalre of ihe COuntry.
Damage 10 nature, comsnitted in an illegal way, whether intentionally or inadvertently, is punishabie.
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The Nature Consarvation Council shall lay down rules relating to the driving of vehicles
and the conduct of travellers in uninhabited areas, incluging the marking of automobile trails. It
is the duty of the Council 10 prohibit all unnecessary driving outside roads and marked trails, where
_ this can cause the revage of nature. The Council shall also make proposals to the appropriate

parties about the laying of automobile trails in uninbabiled areas and how they should be marked
or lay down direct inshurclions concerung tus.

In the open countryside it is pronibited w throw away or leave behind refuse which can
constitute danger of defilement, or deposit such waste or refuse into the sea, on beaches or sea
coasts, intw rivers or on river banks, streams or on streambanks. Rest areas and camping grounds
shall at all times be lefi clean and tidy, and nothing must be left behind which despoils the
environment.. ‘ '

It is forbidden to accumuiate refuse into heaps in public places or by the roadside. Refuse
heaps must be kept in such a candition that objects can neither biow nor floal away. Refuse may
be cleared away at the expense of the party who has been proved guilty of violaung this

- instruction, '

Art. 14.

Vegelation must not be damaged or ruined unnecessarily, either by the tearing up of moss,
heaths or shrubs or in any other manner, nor shall water supplies, whether rivers, brooks, lakes or
wells, be polluted. Further details of this shall be laid down in Regulations.

Art. 15,

‘Where buildings, bedched ships, motor vehicles, machinery or constructions, including
fences, have heen left in neglect to disintegrate, and they are considered a defilement or damage
to’ nature, the owner must remove them. o the evert that a farm is abandoned the owner is
required to leave all farm buildings, fences water wells, and other construclions in such condition
that the. do not blemish the surroundings or endanger man or beast.

The local authorities. shall carry out such measures as are needed to conform with this
article, at the owner’s expense, if he has neglected (o do so.

Art. 16.

In open air gathering places, recreation areas, public parks and other places where the public
may gather, essential sanitary facilities shall be installed prior to such places” being taken into use,

Art 17,

Anyone is permitted [0 mine gravel, sand, rock, scoria and pumice on his estate, provided this
does not conflict with articles 22 - 26. The local authority concemed may, having sought the
opinion of the nature conservation committee, prohibit any mining if it is of the opinion that this
will disturb exceptional landscape or noteworthy natural phenomena. - The decision of 2 local
authority may be appealed to the Ministryt of Culture-and-Fdusation, which passes final judgement
on the malter, having received the opinion of the Nature Conservaton Council. In public land all
excavation of earth materials mentioned in the first paragraph of this article is prohibited without
permission from the Ministry of Culmre—aad—Edueation after prior consultation with the Nawre
Conservation Couneil. R

Material for mad consturction shall be subject to the Road Act
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Art, 18,

If the landscape has been disturbed through construction work, the excavation of gravel, sand,
rock, scona or by other activivies of man, those who have caused such disturbance of the landscape
shall be required 10 restore the sitg. The Nawre Conservation Council shall issue instructions on
the conditon in which sites shall be left and can i.a. set a time it within which restoracdan work
shall be completed. :

Art. 19.

It is prohibited o erpct advertising billboards alongside roads or elsewhere outside densely
populated areas. Unobtrugive advertising of business operatons, services or goods on sale shall,
however, he premifted on the property where such activity or production takes placa,

Signposts providing guidance on routes, the names of farmg, rest areas, national parks and
protected arcas do pot came under the provisions of this Amicle.

The Nasure Conservation Council issues further rules concerning advertising in accordance WILh
this article and decidas upon mattert in donbt,

Art, 20.

The fiee passage of pedistrians must not be hindered by placing buildings, fences ar other
consteuctions on beaches, lake shores or river banks. These provisions shall not apply 1o
constructions or building which are necessary for the conduct of econontic activites, including the
private dwellings of farmers, nor those buildings or constructions which are erecred with the
permaission of the approptiate awacties in planned areas, noc shall they anoly o constuctions
which were ¢recied prior to the commg into’ fores of this Act,

Art. 21.

In municipalities which are not subject to planning regulations it is prohibited. o build a.
cummeyr hones writhoast onngent froin the lacnl anthorities.

Prior to granting a. permission to build a summer house the local authorities shall seek the
opinion of the local nature conservation committee.

“The Ministy of Gulm;wmdcﬁducmkm will issue funher regudations on the bmldmg of summer
houses stipulating i.a. that the Nature Copservation Council shall pass an opinion on the location
and planning of groups of summer houses, -

The term summer house shall mean a house erected for the purpose of being a dwelling
place during the summer bug oaly occasionally in winter; such as on weekends.

When huilding a surmer house, the rules of the health authorities shall always be observed,
reganding septic tanks, oil tanks and other potential causes of pollution.

Declaration of Protection of Natural Phenomena and Establishment of

Recreation Areas.
Art. 22,

The Nature Conservation Council can declare the protection of unusual natural phenomena,
such as walerfalls, volcanic sites, caves, rock formations, as well as localities where fossils and rare
stones are found, when it is considered important 10 preserve them for their scientific value, beauty
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or uniqueness. Natural phenomena protected in Lhis way are called natual monuments.
The area arcund a nawral monument shall be preserved, as necessary for its appreciation. This
must be clearly stated when declaring the naural monument, and marked on the sie.
Natural monuments. must not be destroyed, damaged or changed except on instructions form
the Nature Conservation Council, ’

Art, 23,

The Marure Conservaiion Council can declare the protection of scientifically or culturally
immportant plants or animals in order {0 prevent their disturbance, decrease or extinction,
Protection can be applied either locally or o the whole country,
if it s thoughu that proposed projects will so disrupt the natural environment that particujar
plants or animals become threatened with extinction or serious damage, the Nawre Congervalion
Council can include a ban on such projects in its declarartion of protection, having first obtained
the opinion of institutions competent in that particular field,

Art. 24.

“The Nature Conservation Council can declarc the protection of emtire areas, which it is
imponant 1o preaverve becousd of unusual landecape, vegetadon or animatb life. Such acese ace
called nawure reserves. No disrupdon of nawure or constructions are alowed there which detract
from the appearance of the land. The declaration of protection shall further specify the extent of
protection, 1o what extent activities on the land are limited, traffic and the public right of passage,
and the uses of fishing and huatng rights. A declaration of protection may also be accompanied
by instructions about .necessary .actions enhancing the public’s enjoyment of the .area, such as Lhe
building of foot. paths, fences etc. _ '

Nature reserves must. not be disnupted, cither by the owner of the land, its tenant or any
other party, beyond the ‘instructions of the declaration. of protection.

The Nature Conservation Council can if necessary grant exempdions from the instructions in
the declaration of protection. '

Art. 25,

In an area of exceprianal landscape, vegetation or animal life, or historical significance, and
thus dcemed wosthy of preservation and suirable for public access in accordance with sperified
rules, the Nature Conservation Council can declare the establishment of a nadonal park, provided
the area is owned by the State.

The Napre Conservation Council adminisiers national parks and issues reguiations about their
management aad wsc by the public

Necessary sanitary facilities shall be crected in national parks, as well as camping sites,
footpaths and other facilities which render easier public usage of the atea and prevent damage.. In
each national park the public shall be provided with guidance abouth major routes through the
protected arca. '

Art. 26.

When one or more municipalities desire a cerain area 1o be declared a recreadon area, they
shall request from the Nature Conservation Council. They shall state the boundaries for the area,
and what limitations the decluration of recreaiion arca will place in the owner’s right tol the land
in gueston as well as any other relevant information.

If the Nature Conservation Council agrees with the proposul. the inienton to esiablish a
recreation area and its proposed boundaries shail be unnounced in the Officiat Gazeue, and by other
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means according (o local custom, In this announcement there will be a further explanation of
possibie limitations to the dght ol usage by the landowner. Furthermare it ¢hall be stared that
those who do not make un objection o the eswblishment of a recreation area within a specified .
time, which must not be shoaer than 8 weeks, arc considered 10 be in agreement with his decision
and have thereby forfeiled all righis 10 possible compensation,

When he time limitg mendoned in paragraph 2 are over, the Naee Congervation Council
shall decide whether the objections which may have been received are imporiant enough to change
the original plan or abandoo i The representatives of W municipalivies mentioned in paragraph
1 shall be given an opportunily (0 be present when this is discussed,

If the Nature Conservation Council and the representarives of the municipalities in quastion
agree. to adhere (o the decision to establish a recreation area, whether or not it has been altered,
the Nature Conservation Council shall act to get court-appointed appraisers 10 evalyate damages for
losses, which parties who file. objections in accordance with paragraph 2 may sustain when a
recreation area is established. The appraisal will he carmied ot in accordance with Act. Nr
61/1917. :

When a.final appraisal becomes. available, the opinion shall be sought of the municipalitics
concemed, whether they desire a formal decision on (he establishment of a recreation area.

If they so request and the Natwe Conservation Canncil agrees, the Council shall make a
special resolntion on the esiablishunent of a recreation area, and this shall be publiched in the Law
and Ministerial Gazette.

The municipalities concemed will pay all expenses which directly accrue from the
establicheaent dad mainenance. of o recoadon areg, in o far as there are no alockGons from the
State Treasury. These expenses shall be divided in proportion [0 the number of inhabiranis in the
municipalities concerned, in the preceeding year, 1f 4 municipality withdraws participation in the
preparation for the establishment of a recreation area, it is obliged o pay accrued expenses proport-
ionally. : ' ' ' : '

Municipalities which mainain, 2 recreation area, establish a joint committee which works in
consultation with the Nature Conservation Council. A treaty of co-operation stipulates the. number
of commiiee members and their manner of conducling business.  Unless otherwise stipulated, a
majority vore pravails. When dealing- with suhjeris whicl inunlve epacial avpenditures, the’ vating
right is, however, proporional to financial centributions. : . :

When disputes arise. conceming the interpretation of this anticle or other questionable. points

arise regarding the maintenance of recreation areas, the Nature Conservation Council will arbitrate,
but their deeicion may be appesled 1 the Mindeter frwe final arhitration

Art. 27,

To support public outdoor activity, the MNawre Conservation Council can ake the. initiative in
keeping open paths, beaches for sea-bathing, lake shores and other areas, w which there is reason
10 maintain access so as to facilitare public snjoyment of natue, Funhemmore the Council can
construct foot-bridges and siairg over fenees and demarcate cumping groonds and rake other
measures necessary for this purpose; :

Any action taken under this aricle shadl be subject to the consent of the landowner,

Implementation_of Declarations of Protection.

Art. 28,

The Namrz Conscrvation Councit shall, with the aid of nawre conservation committees, seck
o be infviwed of vwural wonunents deeed wordhy of protcction, as well as arcas in which it
may becorme degirable o establish nawee reserves, nationu) parks or recreation areus. The Council
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compile$ a register of such natural features and areas.

If the Natwre Conservation Council finds reason o deciare pratection o to implement other
conservation measures in accordance with this Act it shail endeavour {0 reach an agreement with
landowners, local authorities and other parties whose interests are involved. If an agreement is
reached, this shall be recorded and confirmed by all concened.

Art. 29,

If there is danger that a proposed construction activity or carthmoving will cause permanent
change in landscape, damage of notewerthy natural features, or lead to the pollution of air or water,
it is obligatory to seck the opinion of e Nawre Conservadon Council before commencing work
on the project in question.

If this is neglected the Nature Conservation Council can demand the assistance of the Chief
of Police to prevent work. from being commenced or continued,

Power stations, factories and other large project shall be designed in consultation with the
Nature Conservation Cowncil, The same applies to road construction leading to these constuc-
tions, :
The Ministry of Sulture-and-Edueation issues further regulations in accordance with this
article. {J‘L e [T V’f‘l"i}ﬂr’“l:""lb*;/

Artn 300

If the Nawmre Conservation Council decides to declare a protected area without having

previously obiained the approval of owners, rightholders or the municipality concemed, the Councit
shall draw up a proposal for such a declaration.. '
" - ‘This proposal shall be sent. to landowners, occupants and other rightholders who may be
affected by this.action as well as o the local authorities concemed. They shall be given the -
opportunity to pass an opinion on the declaration of protection, present objection or submitting
claims for compengation from the Nature Conservation Council within a period of four months.
The proposal shail furthermore state that i€ claims are not received within that time, they will not
be recognized in. the declaration of protection.

Art. 31

If objections to a declaration of protection or claims for compensation are received, the Nawre
Conservation Council cam again attempt o reach an agreemesnt on such claims and alter the erms
of the declaration of protection according to the objection, provided the. alteration in no way
impairs the rights of others. '

Art, 32,

Decisions of the Nature Coaservaton Council concerning protection or declaration of
protection do not come into force uniil approved by the Ministry of Culture-and-Bdueation.
fhs Enprvanrmend

Art. 33. .
Jobiw f««'-'waurﬂmvmf

When a final decision has been reached, in accordance Avith art. 32, concerning declarations
of protection and terms of protection, the Minisuy of Bduestton-will publish these in the Law and
Minisierial Gazente, and they take effect on the day they are published.

They shall also be displayed on the site in so far as this is possible and necessary in the
opinion of the Nawre Conservagon Council.
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Miscellaneous provisions,

Ary. 4.

The sale of land, which in part or whole has been placed in the register of natural phenomena
in aceodunce with article 28, shall be subjected 1o the provisions of Act N. 40, April Sth, 1948,
in such manner that the State Treasury shail have the option after the parties granted priority in that
Act

Act. 38,
J»A @ Lot g, @and
The Minstry of Culinwmapd-Fduestion-has (he authority 1o expropriate land, constructions and
rights in order 10 execute conservation measures provided for in this Act,

Act,. 36.

Whoever suffers financlal loss due w die excoutivn of the provisions of this Act, is cntided
0 compensation from the Stae Tmasury. 1f an agreement cannot e reached on he compensaion,
it shall be decided under the terms of the Act on expropriation No. 61/1917.

Act, 37.

Violaions of this Aot and Regulations issued in accordance with it, are punishable by fine or
imprisonment.

‘Fines shall revert to the State Treasury.
- Daily fines which revert 1o the State Treasury not ¢xceeding 2.000.- krdnur can be imposed
to impel the public to carry qut their duties in dccordance with this Act, or 10 discontime wnlawful
activities.
.+ The Ministry of ©ultwra-and-Bdueation issues Regulations specifying the. execation of this Act.

_{-Ae E‘..‘.w.'v.n.m»-‘c’ :

Axt. 38,

This Act enters into force immediately. At the same time the Act on Nature Conservation No.
48, April 7th, 1956, is invalidaed.
: ALt No. 39/1928, on the vouservation of Thingvellir, stoys in force in spite of this Act
entering into forge,

Temporary Provisions.

The Nawee Conservation Council which was appointed. according o the Act o Nature
Conseryation, No. 48, April 7th, 1956, shall work according to this Act until a pew Council has.
been electad. The Nawre Conservaon Convention shall be convened within a. year from ihe
coming into force of this Act.

Cournty, town and city authorities shall have completed the elections of nature conservation
conmunittees no later than 8 months after this Act comes into force. '

Done in Reykjavik, Apil 16th, 1971.
Kristjén Eldjam.

-frmi
_j00.02 Gylft P, Gislason,



