INO. 13-2/2VU15-3D)-V
/ Government of India
Ministry of Agriculture
Department of Agriculture & Cooperation

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated:-16.02.2015

OFFICE MEMGRANDUM

Subject:- Notification to facilitate exchange of Plant Genetic Resources under Multilateral System of
: International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA).

Ministry of Environment & Forest and Climate Change vide its notification No. S.0. 3232 (E)
dated 17.12.2014 has, in consultation with the National Biodiversity Authority, declared that the Department -
+of Agriculture & Cooperation may, from time to time specify such crops as it considers necessary, from ~
amongst the crops listed in the Annex-I of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic resources for Food and
Agriculture (ITPGRFA), being food crops and forages covered under the multilateral system thereof; and
accordingly exempt them from section 3& 4 of the said act, for the purpose of utilization and conservation for
research, breeding and training for food and agriculture. Accordingly, Department of Agriculture &
Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture, declares all the crops listed in the Annex-I of ITPGRFA to be exempted
" from Section 3&4 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (18 of 2003) for the purpose of utilization and
conservation for research, breeding and training for food and agriculture. The exempted crops will be
governed by the guidelines to facilitate the exchange of Plant Genetic Resources under the Multilateral
System of ITPGRFA issued by this Department OM of even no. dated 30.07.2014. A copy of the guidelines

" “alongwith the above mentioned notification is enclosed. Qﬁ“ '
)
paner

: : (R. K. Mishra)
Encl: As above Additional Commissioner (Seeds)

Distribution:-

I. The Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate change, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor
Bagh Road, New Delhi 110 003 for information.

Secretary, DARE & DG , ICAR, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi

Chairperson, PPV& FR Authority, NASC Complex, Pusa New Delhi.

CMD, National Seeds Corporation, Pusa Complex New Delhi,

Director, NBPGR, Pusa Complex New Delhi.

Secretary, National Biodiversity Authority

Joint Director Research, IARI, Pusa Complex, New Delhi.

Head of Division, Seed Science & Technology, IARI, Pusa Complex New Delhi.
ADG (Seeds), ICAR, Krishi Bhawan New Delhi.

. DC (Seeds)/ DC (QC)/ PPS to Secretary (A&C)/PPS to AS (AKS)/ PS to JS (Seeds) / US (Seeds),
DAC, Krishi Bhawan New Delhi.
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" Copy forwarded to:-

Il. Agriculture Production Commissioner/ Secretary Agriculture all the State Governments/ UTS.

- 12. Commissioner of Agriculture/ Director of Agriculture All the State Governmerits/UTs.
13. Vice Chancellor of, All Agriculture Universities.

Copy also forwarded to:-
"14. National Seed Associa
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tion of India, Surya Kiran Building, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi. ~ N
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th December, 2014

S.0. 3232(E).—Whereas, India is a party to the -International Treaty on Plant Genetic

Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) having signed and ratified the said treaty on 10™ June,
2002; and

Whereas, the objectives of the ITPGRFA are conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use, in
harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, for sustainable agriculture and food security; and

Whereas, article 12 of the ITPGRFA provides for facilitated access to plant genetic resources for
food and agriculture under the Multilateral System by the contracting parties; and

Whereas, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of
Benefits aising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity dated the 29® October, 2010

is the instrument for implementation of access for benelit sharing provisions of the Convention on Biological
Diversity; and

-Whereas, article 4 of the said Nagoya Protocol provides that the protocol does not apply for
the party or parties to the specialized instrument in respect of the specific genetic resource covered by
and for the purpose of the specialized instrument; and '

Whereas, Section 40 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (18 of 2003) empowers the Central .
Government to exempt certain biological resources from the provisions of the said Act.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 40 of the Biological Diversity
Act, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), and in fulfilment of the obligations of the Government of
India to the ITPGRFA for providing facilitated access to the plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture, the Central Government, in consultation with the National Biodiversity Authority, hereby
declares that the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation may, from time to time specify such crops
as it considers necessary from amongst the crops listed in the Annex 1 of the ITPGRFA, being food

- crops and forages covered under the Multilateral System thereof, and accordingly exempts them from

Section 3 and 4 of the said Act, for the purpose of utilization and conservation for research, breeding and
. training for food and agriculture:

Provided that such purposes shall not include chemical, pharmaceutical and/or other non-food or
feed mdustrial uses. ’ A

.2. The Department of Agriculture and Cooperation shall keep the National Biodiversity
Authority informed of all crops as may be specified by it from time to time, for providing access to
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture under the ITPGRFA for the purposes aforesaid.

[F. No. 28-5/2008-CS(NBA)|
ANIL SANT, Jt. Secy.



