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Kyrgyz Republic Law on Environmental Protection
9JWN0681A Bishkek.SLOVO KYRGi'ZSTANA
in Russian 21 May 91 pp 2-3

(Law of Republic of Kyrgyzstan on Environmental Pro
tection, signed by President A. Akayev of Republic of
Kyrgyzstan in Bishkek on 17 April 1991]

[Text] The increasingly strong impact of human activity
on nature and the increasing exploitation of natural
resources have made it necessary for the state to take
measures to secure the intelligent use of these resources
with a view to the needs of present and future genera
tions and to create a habitat meeting man's physical and
spiritual requirements.

This law will set forth the necessary fundamentals of
legislation to preserve natural and environmental condi
tions and guarantee the intelligent use of natural
resources.

Subdirision I. General ProTisions

Section 1. Environmental Protection Laws of Republic
of Kyrgyzstan

Relations in the sphere of environmental protection and
the intelligent use of natural resources will be regulated
by this law and by other statutes of the Republic of
Kyrgyzstan enacted in accordance with this law and will
represent a constituent and prominent element of
republic policy on national economic management.

Section 2. Environmental Objects of Protection

The land and its soil, underground resources, water, flora
and fauna, atmosphere, other natural objects, com
plexes, and ecological systems, and the earth's climate
and ozone layer will be protected from pollution,
damage, depletion, destruction, elimination, and other
negative effects.

Section 3. Basic Principles of Environmental Protection

The basic principles of environmental protection are the
following:

the guarantee of citizens' actual rights to a favorable
environment;

the priority of environmental protection over other types
of activity;

the need to pay for the use of natural resources;

the preservation of the stability and normal functioning
of the biosphere and its ecological systems;

the intelligent use of natural resources with a view to the
needs of present and future generations;

the scientifically sound coordination of the ecological,
economic and social interests of society;

the publication of decisions on environmental issues and
close contact with public organizations and the popula
tion;

the coordination of regional. republic, interrepublic, and
international interests in the sphere of environmental
protection;

the observance of the requirements of environmental
laws and liability for violations of these laws.

Section 4. Interrelations of Republic of Kyrgyzstan with
the USSR and Other Sovereign Republics of the USSR
in the Sphere of Environmental Protection

The interrelations of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan with
the USSR and other sovereign republics of the USSR in
the sphere of environmental protection will be regulated
by the union treaty and by special agreements and
treaties with the USSR and other sovereign republics of
the USSR.

Section 5. Authority of the Supreme Soviet of Republic
of Kyrgyzstan in Regulating Relations in the Sphere of
Environmental Protection

The Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan will
set environmental policy, approve the basic guidelines of
environmental protection, establish the collection proce
dure and maximum amounts of payment for the usc of
natural resources, and define payment privileges.

Section 6. Authority of the President of the Republic of
Kyrgyzstan in the Sphere of Environmental Protection

The authority of the president of the Republic of Kyr
gyzstan in the sphere of environmental protection will
extend to the following:

the establishment of special rules of natural resource use;

the announcement and establishment of the boundaries
and status of ecological emergency and ecological
disaster zones;

the approval of the procedure for the collection and use
of environmental protection funds.

Section 7. Authority of the Cabinet of Ministers of the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan in the Sphere of Environmental
Protection

The Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan
will take charge of the following areas of environmental
protection:

the management, coordination, and supervision of the
activities of specially authorized state environmental
protection agencies and the conservation activity of
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ministries, departments, associations, enterprises, estab
lishments, and organizations, irrespective of forms of
ownership and methods of economic operation (hereaf
ter referred to as "enterprises");

the supervision of the monitoring and regulation of the
use of natural resources throughout the republic;

the elaboration of the collection procedure and max
imum amounts of payment for the use of natural
resources and payment privileges and their submission
to the Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan for
its approval;

the organization of the elaboration, approval, funding,
implementation, and supervision of republic and inter
regional environmental protection programs and plans;

the organization of natural resource surveys;

the approval of ecological safety standards and the limits
and standards of natural resource use;

the approval of statutes on state environmental control
by the Republic of' Kyrgyzstan and state ecological
appraisals by the Republic of Kyrgyzstan;

the approval of statutes on specially authorized state
environmental protection agencies;

the making of decisions to suspend or stop work on
earlier plans and programs for the development and
distribution of productive forces, land reclamation, the
use of chemicals in agriculture, and other decisions if
this worlewill have an adverse effect on the environment;

the choice oflocations for sites for the decontamination
and burial of unutilized toxic and radioactive waste;

the settlement of disputes pertaining to environmental
issues not under the jurisdiction of local soviets of
people's deputies, specially authorized state environ
mental protection agencies, state arbitration boards, or
the courts;

the organization of the ecological education and training
of citizens;

the organization of international cooperation.

Section 8. Authority of Local Soviets of People's Depu
ties in Regulating Relations in the Sphere of Environ
mental Protection

Loca1 soviets of people's deputies will be in charge of the
following areas in the regulating relations in environ
mental protection:

the exercise of state environmental control;

the coordination of the activities of administrative
bodies and enterprises in the sphere of environmental
protection;

the planning and funding of environmental measures
and investigative projects, project planning, scientific
research, and experimental design;

the allocation of natural resources for ownership, use,
and lease (the conclusion of contracts and the issuance
and registration of permits) in accordance with the laws
of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan and the registration of
contracts for the recycling of natural resources;

the termination of the right to use natural resources or
lease them;

participation in the organization and material, technical,
and financi.al support of resource surveys and the resto
ration of land, water, and forest resources, as well as
recreational resources, flora and fauna, and mineral
resources;

the establishment of standard payments for the use of
natural resources and for the dumping and emission of
pollutants and the disposal of waste in the environment,
and the collection and use of these payments;

the organization of the elaboration and implementation
of regional programs of environmental protection and
the intelligent use of natural resources;

the regulation of regional subleases;

the approval of the location of sites for the decontami
nation and burial of unutilized toxic and radioactive
waste and the choice oflocations for the disposal of other
waste;

the publicizing of ecological information and of ecolog
ical education and training;

the resolution of other environmental issues within the
territory under the soviet's jurisdiction.

The specific powers of local soviets of people's deputies
on various levels in the sphere of environmental protec
tion will be defined in laws of the Republic of Kyr
gyzstan.

Local soviets of people's deputies will be liable for the
non-observance of environmental laws.

Section 9. Authority of Specially Authorized State Envi
ronmental Protection Agencies

The authority of specially authorized state environ
mental protection agencies will be defined in statutes
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of
Kyrgyzstan.

Section 10. Rights and Obligations of Users of Natural
Resources

The user of natural resources will have the following
rights:

to use natural resources for the P\lI1>05es for which they
have been allotted to him;
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to use natural resources according to the established
procedure for other needs securing the attainment of the
main goal;

to use other natural properties of resources without any
detriment to the environment;

to recycle natural resources in cases stipulated by law;

to establish various restrictions for other organizations
and individuals;

to demand compensation for losses incurred as a result
of lawful or unlawful actions, with the exception of cases
in which natural resource use rights are terminated or
amended as a penalty for a legal otTense;

to demand the restoration of infringed rights.

The user of natural resources will be obligated"to do the
following;

to use natural resources intelligently for the purposes for
which they have been allotted to him;

to monitor the observance of recycling laws by users of
natural resources;

to not violate the rights and legal interests of other users
of natural resources;

to observe requirements and restrictions on the use,
protection. preservation. and restoration of natural
resources;

to maintain structures. installations, and territories,
belonging to him by rights of ownership or administra
tion and connected with the use of natural resources, in
a state not jeopardizing natural surroundings.

Other rights and obligations of users of natural resources
may be stipulated in laws of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Subdivision II. Economic MeasuresTo Secure
Environmental Protection

Section II. Economic Mechanism of Environmental
Protection

The economic mechanism of environmental protection
will envisage the following:

the economically sound division of regional and sectorial
interests in the ownership, use, and disposition of nat
ural resources;

the establishment of standard payments for the use of
natural resources, the dumping and emission of pollut
ants, physical and other harmful influences, and the
disposal of waste in the environment;

the institution of a special system of taxes for the use of
ecologically harmful technology and other environmen
tally hazardous activity;

compensation for environmental damage and the insti
tution of measures to restore favorable environmental
conditions;

the granting of tax, credit, price, and other privileges to
users of natural resources for the incorporation of waste
free, low-waste, and resource-conserving technology and
for other effective conservation measures;

the otTer of financial incentives to labor collectives and
employees of enterprises and to citizens for positive
results in environmental protection work;

antimonopoly policy in the use of natural resources;

the creation of environmental protection funds;

the economic protection of endangered territories and
objects.

Other economic measures for the protection of the
environment may be stipulated in laws of the Republic
of Kyrgyzstan and decisions of soviets of people's depu
ties.

Section 12. Planning ofEnvironmental Protection Mea
sures

Environmental protection measures will be envisaged in
interrepublic, republic, sectorial, and territorial pro
grams and plans for the development and distribution of
productive forces, regional plans, plans for the use of
natural resources, short- and long-range plans for the
production and financial activities of enterprises, and
special ecological programs.

The "planning of conservation measures will be carried
out with the participation and under the supervision of
local soviets ofpeople's deputies, the State Committee of
the Republic of Kyrgyzstan for Environmental Protec
tion and its agencies, and other specially authorized state
agencies.

Section 13. Financing of Environmental Protection Mea
sures

Environmental protection measures will be financed by:

local, republic, and union budgets;

local and republic environmental protection funds;

bank credit;

enterprise funds, contributions from citizens, and other
sources.

Section 14. Environmental Protection Funds

Local, republic, and public environmental protection
funds and natural resource user funds will be established
to finance measures for environmental protection, the
reproduction of natural resources, the recovery of envi
ronmentallosses, environmental cleanup operations fol
lowing accidents and disasters, compensation for dam
ages, and unforeseen expenditures.



112 SOVIET UNION

The procedure for the formation and use of local and
republic environmental protection funds will be defined
by the president of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Public environmental protection funds will consist of
contributions from citizens, public organizauons. and
other sources. The procedure for the formation and use
of these funds will be defined in statutes approved by
public organizations.

The environmental protection funds of natural l"eIOW"Ce

users will consist of contributions from users of natun.l
resources, and the procedure for their use will be ddi.Ded
in contracts between them.

Subdivision m. Technical-Normative andM~
Bases of EnviroamentaJ Protection

Section 15. Technical-Normative and Metrologica;
Bases of Natural Resource Protection and Usc

A single set of technical-normative and metrological
standards, serving as a basis for the ecological require
ments limiting the maximum environmental impact of
production and other activity, will be established for the
protection and intelligent use of natural resources.

The technical-normative and metrological bases will
include standards, rules, provisions, instructions, and
other normative documents on the protection and use of
natural resources and ecological standards.

The technical-normative and metrological requirements
of environmental protection must agree with interna
tional standards, conventions, and agreements liined by
the USSR and the Republic of Kyrgyzstan and the latest
world scientific, technical, and technological achieve
ments in this field.

The technical-normative and metrological requirements
of environmental protection will be elaborated and
approved according to the procedure defined by the
Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Section 16. Ecological Requirements Governing the
Location, Design, Construction, Remodeling, Start-Up,
Operation, and Liquidation of Enterprises, Installations,
and Other Objects

The location, design, construction, remodeling, enlarge
ment, and retooling of enterprises, agricultural produc
tion units, installations, and military and other objects,
their start-up, operation, and liquidation must meet
ecological safety requirements and envisage compensa
tion for losses and environmental protection measures.

Plans for economic and other activity must contain
inf~rma~ion on environmental impact evaluations,
which will be conducted by the client.

The start-up of facilities before all ecological require
ments have been satisfied and before the environmental
measures envisaged in plans for the construction,

enlargement, remodeling, or retooling of these facilities
have been completed will be prohibited.

Section 17. Ecological Requirements Governing the
Handling of Radioactive and Hazardous Chemical Sub
stances

Enterprises and citizens must observe ecological require
ments in the production, storage, shipment, use, decon
tamination, and burial of radioactive and hazardous
chemical substances, observe the standards governing
their use, and take measures to prevent and eliminate the
harmful effects of their use on the environment.

The storage and burial of unutilized toxic and radioac
tive waste in the Republic of Kyrgyzstan and the trans
port of this waste to the Republic of Kyrgyzstan from
other parts of the USSR and from abroad for the purpose
of its storage or burial in the republic will be prohibited.

Section 18. Protection of Environment From Uncon
trolled and Hazardous Chemical and Biological Effects

Enterprises must secure the ecologically safe production
(or creation), storage (or maintenance), acclimatization
and reacclimatization, shipment, use, destruction,
decontamination, and burial of microorganisms, ani
mals, plants, and substances and plan and carry out
measures to prevent accidents and disasters and to avert
and eliminate the effects of hazardous chemicals and
biological influences on the environment.

Section 19. Protection of Environment from Influence of
Technogenic Noise, Vibration, and Other Harmful Phys
ical Effects

Local soviets of people's deputies, enterprises, and citi
zens must take the necessary measures to prevent and
eliminate technogenic noise, vibration, electromagnetic
and radioactive radiation, and other harmful physical
effects on the environment in excess of standard limits.

Section 20. Protection of the Environment From Pollu
tion by Industrial, Household, and Other Waste

Ministries, departments, enterprises, and citizens must
take effective measures to reduce the formation, decon
taminate, process, utilize, and dispose of industrial,
household, and other waste.

The indiscriminate disposal of waste in natural sur
roundings will be prohibited.

The disposal of unutilized hazardous waste, including
radioactive waste with a high level of radiation, within or
near cities and other populated communities, in bodies
of water, in health resorts, medical treatment zones, and
recreational areas, and in other restricted locations will
be prohibited.

Section 21. Observance of Technical-Normative and
Metrological Requirements of Environmental Protec
tion
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The activities of enterprises and citizens failing to
observe the technical-normative and metrological
requirements stipulated in this subdivision of the law
may be suspended, restricted, or prohibited by local
soviets of people's deputies and environmental agencies
according to the procedure specified in laws of the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan until the violations have been
rectified.

Sobdhision IV. State Ecological Appraisals

Section 22. Purpose and Procedure of State Ecological
Appraisals

State ecological appraisals will be conducted for the
following purposes:

to determine the ecological hazards of projected and
ongoing economic and other activity and the adequacy
and validity of environmental protection measures stip
ulated in project plans;

to assess the correspondence of plans for economic and
other activity to the requirements of environmental
protection laws.

State ecological appraisals will be conducted by state
environmental protection agencies on the basis of the
principles of legality, scientific validity, thoroughness,
independence, and openness.

Experts, including foreign experts, and representatives of
the public and the: scientific and technical community
may be invited to participate in state ecological
appraisals.

The state ecological appraisal will be conducted
according to the procedure defined in the statute on state
ecological appraisals approved by the Cabinet of Minis
ters of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Section 23. Objects of State Ecological Appraisals

The following will be subject to state ecological
appraisal:

draft plans. basic guidelines, and proposals on the dis
tribution of productive forces, proposals on the use of
the natural resources of the republic, oblasts, cities,
rayons, and branches of the national economy in state
plans and programs, other pre-planning, pre-draft. and
draft documents on the development of economic and
other activity (technical and economic substantiation
and estimates), and plans for the construction (or remod
eling, enlargement, and retooling) and liquidation of
national economic enterprises, facilities, and complexes,
including joint ventures with foreign firms within the
territory of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan;

drafts of procedural, technical-normative, and norma
tive-legal documents pertaining to the use of natural
resources and economic activity;

documents on the development of new technical equip
ment, technology, materials, and substances. including
those purchased abroad, and other documentation;

products produced in the republic or shipped into the
republic;

the ecological status of individual regions, locations, and
objects.

Section 24. Report of State Ecological Appraisal Com
mission

The report of the state ecological appraisal commission
must be considered by the agency making the adminis
trative decision prior to its implementation.

The financing of plans for all types of economic activity
will be accessible to the client only in the presence of a
positive report by a state ecological appraisal commis
sion. The implementation of a plan subject to state
ecological appraisal without a positive report by the
expert commission will be prohibited. .

Subdivision V. State Environmental Control

Section 25. Purpose of State Environmental Control

The purpose of state environmental control will consist
of securing the observance of the requirements of envi
ronmental laws by all ministries and departments, by
enterprises, and by citizens.

Section 26. Agencies Exercising State Environmental
Control

State environmental control will be exercised by soviets
of people's deputies and specially authorized state envi
ronmental protection agencies in accordance with the
statute on state environmental control in the Republic of
Kyrgyzstan, approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

The decisions of state environmental control agencies of
the Republic of Kyrgyzstan will be binding.

Soviets of people's deputies and state environmental
protection agencies of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan will be
authorized to obtain information about environmental
protection, the use of natural resources, and the state of
the environment for free and without restriction from
ministries, departments, enterprises, and citizens.
including data on research findings.

Section 27. Environmental Monitoring

Environmental monitoring will be part of state environ
mental control.

The structure. content, and procedure of state moni
toring will be established by the Cabinet of Ministers of
the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Section 28. Accountability of Environmental Protection
Agencies
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Environmental protection agencies and their officials
will be held accountable for their decisions in accordance
with the laws of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Subdivision VI. Ecological Emel'lencies

Section 29. Prevention of Accidents and Elimination of
Their Harmful Ecological Effects

During the planning, operation, and liquidation of eco
nomic and other facilities, measures must be planned
and taken to prevent accidents and eliminate their
harmful ecological effects.

In the case of accidents and ecological emergencies,
enterprises must begin cleanup operations without delay
in accordance with their own plans of action in ecolog
ical emergencies and notify state agencies and the pop
ulation in accordance with a duly approved program.

Section 30. Ecological Emergency and Ecological
Disaster Zones

Zones of ecological emergencies or ecological disasters,
their boundaries, and their status will be declared in an
ukase by the president of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan,
and in some cases in an ukase by the president of the
USSR at the republic's request.

Cleanup operations in ecological emergency or ecolog
ical disaster zones will be financed by the funds of the
enterprises responsible for the emergency and by special
funds from local, republic, and union budgets, environ
mental protection funds, and other sources.

Subdivision VII. N.tanl Territories and Objects Under
Special Protection. and Protection of the Atmosphere.
Climate. and Ozone Layer

Section 31. Natural Territories and Objects Under Spe
cial Protection

The natural territories and objects under special protec
tion are biospheric and other state preserves, reserva
tions, national, natural-history, and memorial paries,
game refuges, natural monuments, botanical and zoolog
ical gardens, arboretums, and animals and plants
belonging to the endangered species listed in the Red
Book of the International Environmental Protection
Union, the Red Book of the USSR, and the Red Book of
the Republic of Kyrgyzstan. Other categories of natural
territories and objects under special protection may be
specified in decisions of local soviets of people's depu
ties.

The procedure for assigning special protection to natural
territories and objects will be defined in laws of the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

The procedure for keeping the Red Book of the Republic
ofKyrgyzstan will bedefined by the Cabinet ofMinisters
of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Section 32. Protection of Atmosphere, Climate, and
Ozone Layer

The protection of the atmosphere, climate, and ozone
layer of the earth from ecologically dangerous changes
will be secured by the following:

the organization of a network for the observation, calcu
lation, and monitoring of changes in the chemical com
position of the atmosphere, climate, and ozone layer
under the influence of economic activity and other
processes;

the establishment and observance of standard limits on
the dumping and emission ofharmful substances and of
physical and other influences affecting the chemical
composition of the atmosphere, climate, and ozone layer
of the earth;

the reduction and complete cessation of the production
and use, in the national economy and the home, of
chemical substances harming the ozone layer of the
earth;

the reduction of emissions of gases creating the green
house effect;

the assignment of responsibility for violations of require
ments for the protection of the atmosphere, climate, and
ozone layer of the earth.

The list ofchemical substances and industrial waste with
a harmful effect on the atmosphere and ozone layer will
be approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic
of Kyrgyzstan.

Subdivision VIII. Right of Citizens to a Favorable
Environment and Their Participation in Environmental
Protection

Section 33. Right of Citizens to a Favorable Environ
ment

Each citizen will have the right to an environment
beneficial to his own life and the health of future
generations.

This right will be secured by the following:

the institution of state measures to maintain, restore,
and improve the state of the environment;

the obligation of ministries, departments, enterprises,
and citizens to observe environmental laws, take tech
nical, technolcgical, and other measures to prevent the
negative effects of economic and other activity on the
environment, and strictly observe environmental
requirements 'during the planning and distribution of
productive forces and the construction, operation, and
liquidation of national economic and other facilities;

the exercise of state environmental control to enforce
environmental laws;

the participation of public organizations and citizens in
environmental protection activity;
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the assignment of responsibility for violations of envi
ronmental laws;

the compensation of citizens in the established manner
for damages to their health and property as a result of
environmental pollution;

the acquisition of information about the state of the
environment and scheduled projects;

the state's provision of the population with free means of
individual and group protection and means of moni
toring the state of the environment and the necessities of
life (including food) in ecological emergencies.

Section 34. Rights and Obligations of Citizens in the
Sphere of Environmental Protection

Citizens will have the following rights:

to commune with nature and make use of its gifts if this
does not harm nature and the user of natural resources.
In the case of natural territories and objects under
special protection, this right will be governed by statutes
on these territories and objects;

to participate in the discussion of draft laws and other
documents pertaining to environmental protection and
decisions with a potential effect on the environment and
to conduct public ecological appraisals;

to participate in environmental protection measures and
to contribute their own funds and labor for the preser
vation and augmentation of natural resources;

to unite in public organizations for the protection of the
environment;

to receive ecological education and training;

to address environmental issues in letters, complaints,
statements, and proposals;

to request and receive timely, complete, and accurate
information about the state of the environment and
protection measures;

to sue enterprises and citizens for damages to health and
property as a result of adverse effects on the environ
ment.

Citizens will be obligated to take care of nature, protect
its resources, and observe environmental requirements.

The procedure for exercising the rights and obligations
ofcitizens in the sphere ofenvironmental protection will
be established in laws of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Section 35. Prerogatives of Public Organizations

Public organizations and associations will have the fol
lowing rights:

to draw up conservation programs and publicize them in
the news media and to encourage voluntary participation
by citizens in conservation efforts;

to use their own funds and the contributions of members
of public organizations to protect and reproduce natural
resources, preserve and improve the environment, to
take part in inspections conducted by state environ
mental protection agencies of the environmental plans
and measures of enterprises and citizens and request
authorized state agencies to conduct these inspections,
and to create public funds for environmental protection
and use them for conservation measures;

to request state ecological appraisals of decisions on the
location, construction, and operation of facilities or on
the limitation, suspension, or termiDation (or respecial
ization) of their activities and to take part in the work of
the expert groups or conduct independent ecological
appraisals with the aid of specialists, including foreign
experts;

to obtain current, complete, and accurate information
about the state of the environment, sources of pollution,
and basic guidelines, programs, and measures for envi
ronmental protection;

to petition courts or arbitration boards for compensation
for damages to nature and to the health and property of
citizens and the property of public organizations
resulting from violations of environmental laws.

Public organizations will conduct environmental protec
tion activity in accordance with their chaners and
existing laws.

Section 36. Guarantees of Rights of Citizens and Public
Organizations in the Sphere of Environmental Protec
tion

The state will guarantee citizens and public organiza
tions taking action to protect the environment the oppor
tunity to exercise the rights granted to them by existing
environmental laws.

Soviets ofpeople's deputies, state environmental protec
tion agencies, and other state agencies must give citizens
and public organizations all-round assistance in their
conservation activity, consider their proposals on the
improvement of the environment and the intelligent use
of natural resources, and invite citizens and public
organizations to participate in the resolution of environ
mental issues.

Subdivision IX. Education and Training in
Environmental Protection and Scientific Research

Section 37. Education and Training in Environmental
Protection

To increase the ecological awareness of the public and
enhance the professional training of specialists, compre
hensive general education and trainin& in environmental
protection will be instituted in pre-school establishments
and schools along with professional training and
advanced training for specialists in secondary special
ized and higher academic institutions.
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The fundamentals of environmental protection will be
taught as a required course in all secondary specialized
and higher academic institutions, irrespective of their
fields of specialization.

The heads of ministries and departments, enterprise
managers, and other officials and specialists connected
with the operation of facilities having an adverse effect
on the environment must acquire the necessary knowl
edge of environmental protection.

Environmental protection agencies, public education
departments, other state agencies, public organizations,
and the news media will disseminate information about
environmental protection and publicize conservation
laws.

Section 38. Scientific Research in Environmental Pro
tection

Basic and applied scientific research projects in fields
pertaining to the scientifically sound protection of
nature and use of natural resources will be assigned
priority.

Research in the following fields will be conducted for the
scientific support of environmental protection:

the elaboration of the scientific basis of state environ
mental policy, the development of progressive low-waste
and waste-free technological processes and modern
equipment securing the ecologically safe operation of
industrial, transport, agricultural, and other enterprises,
installations, and facilities;

the economically effective, intelligent, and resource
saving use of natural resources;

the development of means and systems for monitoring
the state of the environment, production control, and the
safe and accident-free operation of equipment;

the determination of the permissible environmental
impact of human activity and the study of the processes
occurring in the environment under the influence of
man's economic activity;

the elaboration of methods to prevent, reduce, or eliminate
the after-effects of negative influences on the environment;

the restoration of the necessary qualities of the environ
ment;

the elaboration of conservation standards and technical
normative environmental documents.

Subdivision X. Settlement of Disputes in the Sphere of
Environmental Protection. Liability for Violations of
Environmental Laws

Section 39. Procedure for Settling Disputes in the Sphere
of Environmental Protection

Disputes concerning environmental issues and property
disputes connected with violations of environmental

laws will be settled by local soviets of people's deputies,
specially authorized state environmental protection
agencies, a state arbitration board, or a court in accor
dance with their jurisdiction. Disputes not within their
jurisdiction will be settled by the Cabinet of Ministers of
the Republic of K)'TiY"ZStan.

The disputes of enterprises of the Republic of Kyr
gyzstan with enterprises in another union republic in
connection with environmental issues will be investi
gated by a commission made up of equal numbers of
representatives from the union republics concerned. If
the commission cannot agree on a ruJ.ing, the dispute will
be investigated according to the procedure established in
the union treaty.

Section 40. Liability for Violations of Environmental
Laws

Disciplinary, civil, administrative, and criminal liability
in accordance with the laws of the Republic of Kyr
gyzstan will be borne by individuals guilty of the fol
lowing offenses:

the violation of the requirements of standards, provi
sions, rules, instructions, and other technical-normative
documents on environmental protection;

the nonfulfillment of the requirements of state ecological
appraisals;

the Violation of ecological requirements during the plan
ning, location, design, construction, remodeling, start
up, operation, and liquidation of enterprises, installa
tions, mobile equipment, and other objects;

the dumping of polluted sewage or emission of pollutants
into the environment and the unauthorized disposal of
waste with harmful physical and other effects on the
environment in cases in which disposal permits are
required by law;

the use of natural resources over and above established
limits, without a permit, or after the expiration of a
permit;

the failure to observe limits on pollution, the dumping or
emission of pollutants in the environment, and physical
and other harmful effects on the environment;

the failure to take measures to eliminate the after-effects
of harmful influences on the environment;

the nonuse or misuse of installations, equipment, instru
ments, and tools for environmental protection purposes;

delays in the construction of environmental protection
facilities;

the failure to comply with the instructions of agencies
exercising state environmental control;
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the liquidation of environmental installations and facil
ities without the permission of state environmental pro
tection agencies:

the violation of environmental requirements duriq the
storage, shipment, use, decontamination, and dispouI of
industrial, household, and other waste;

the violation of ecological requirements in the handline
of radioactive and hazardous chemical substanca;

the refusal to submit current, complete. and IICCUBte
information or the submission of false information
about the state of the environment and the U$C of natun.I
resources. as weU as information about sources of pollu
tion, the concealment offaets and data on the dispouI of
waste and on the excessive industrial dumpin& or emis
sion of pollutants and other offenses with harmful eeo
logical consequences.

Liability for violations of other requirements of environ
mental laws may also be established in laws of the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Liability for these offenses will not exclude liability for
violations of land, water, and forestry laws, laws on

mineral resources, laws on the protection of the atmo
sphere and of flora and fauna, and other laws.

Enterprises and citizens must redress the damages they
have caused as a result of violations of environmental
laws according to the procedure and in the amounts
stipulated in laws of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.

Sabdhislon XI. IDternatioD&l ReJatioas in
EnTironmeDtal Protection

Section 41. Rights and Obligations ofForeign Corporate
Entities and Physical Persons and Stateless Individuals

The provisions of this law and other environmental laws
will extend to foreign corporate entities and physical
persons and to stateless individuals unless laws of the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan stipulate otherwise.

Section 42. International Agreements in the Sphere of
Environmental Protection

If international agreements contain provisions contrary
to those in the environmental laws of the Republic of
Kyrgyzstan. the provisions of the international agree
ments will apply, with the exception of cases in which
....('t:irements are strieter in the Republic of Kyrgyzstan.


