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Republic of Latvia 

 

Cabinet 

Regulation No. 291 

Adopted 9 June 2015 

 

 

Regulations Regarding a Set of Biosecurity Measures for Holdings Where 

Livestock is Kept 
 

 

Issued pursuant to 

Section 25, Clause 19 of the Veterinary Medicine Law 

 

 

1. This Regulation prescribes: 

1.1. the species, categories, and populations of animals to which a set of biosecurity 

measures should be applied; 

1.2. the requirements for drawing up biosecurity measures on holdings where livestock 

is kept. 

 

2. This Regulation shall apply to: 

2.1. poultry (hens, turkeys, guinea fowls, geese, ducks, quails, pigeons, pheasants, 

partridges and other birds kept in small spaces) holdings and the premises of poultry kept for 

non-agricultural purposes; 

2.2. sub-family Bovinae (also Bubalus bubalus and Bison bison species) animal, pig, 

sheep and goat assembly centres, animal marketing facilities and animal holdings on which 

animals are kept in isolation until they are exported to third countries; 

2.3. porcine animal holdings. 

[18 August 2015; 28 February 2017] 

 

3. An animal owner or keeper shall be responsible for drawing up a package of biosecurity 

measures (hereinafter – the action plan) and its implementation in the animal holdings 

referred to in Paragraph 2 of this Regulation, except those animal owners or keepers who 

keep: 

3.1. porcine animals as domestic (pet) animals in their home; 

3.2. fattening porcine animals, without moving them from their holding to other 

holdings or a slaughterhouse; 

3.3. poultry as domestic (pet) birds. 

[28 February 2017] 

 

4. An animal owner or keeper who keeps porcine animals as agricultural animals shall comply 

with the biosecurity measures set out in Annex 1 to this Regulation. 

[18 August 2015; 28 February 2017] 
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4.
1 

An animal owner or keeper who keeps porcine animals as domestic (pet) animals at his or 

her home shall comply with the following requirements: 

4.
1 

1. he or she shall keep porcine animals in enclosed spaces, preventing the access of 

roaming and wild animals to animal holdings; 

4.
1 

2. feeding food waste and green fodder to porcine animals (any type of vegetable 

feed which is fed raw to pigs) is prohibited; 

4.
1 

3. footwear disinfection shall be ensured at the entrance and exit of the holding. 

[18 August 2015] 

 

5. The action plan shall be designed to ensure: 

5.1. the cleanliness of the holdings and their equipment; 

5.2. controlled movement of vehicles and visitors; 

5.3. animal isolation, if necessary; 

5.4. the storage of animal by-products, including animal carcasses, until their removal 

to animal by-product processing plants; 

5.5. staff briefing on biosecurity and hygiene measures. 

 

6. The action plan shall provide for the procedures by which: 

6.1. the animal holdings are disinfected, disinsected and deratized; 

6.2. the fodder storage containers, fodder supply facilities and equipment are cleaned 

and disinfected as necessary; 

6.3. the vehicles entering the territory of the holding are cleaned and disinfected; 

6.4. animal transport is registered; 

6.5. inbound and outbound vehicles are registered; 

6.6. persons visiting the territory of the holding are registered; 

6.7. the compliance of the visitors with the biosecurity requirements and hygiene 

measures is ensured; 

6.8. the animals are separated according to the need and the requirements for the care, 

feeding and monitoring of the separated animals are laid down; 

6.9. the animal by-products, including animal carcasses, are stored until their removal 

to animal by-product processing plants; 

6.10. the employees meet the hygiene requirements; 

6.11. the employees are briefed on the biosecurity measures; 

6.12. at the entrance and exit of the holding, footwear disinfection is ensured. 

[28 February 2017] 

 

7. If the owner or holder of the porcine species or poultry does not ensure any of the 

biosecurity measures laid down in Annex 1 or 2 to this Regulation, the inspector of the Food 

and Veterinary Service is entitled to take a decision to ban the transfer of animals and their 

products. 

[28 February 2017] 

 

8. The inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service shall repeal the ban referred to in 

Paragraph 7 of this Regulation within five working days from the day on which it is detected 

during re-inspection that the owner of animals has eliminated the infringements detected 

during the previous inspection and that the biosecurity measures are observed at the holding. 

 

9. Cabinet Regulation No. 621 of 20 August 2013, Regulations Regarding a Set of 

Biosecurity Measures for Holdings Where Livestock is Kept (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2013, 

No. 181; 2014, No. 139; 143, 165; 190, 220), is repealed. 
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10. The commitment of the owner of the holding not to keep animals of the porcine species in 

his or her holding for a year, signed before this Regulation came into force, shall be in effect 

until the commitments are fulfilled. 

 

11. From 2 March 2017 until 31 May 2017, the owner or holder of animals who keeps poultry 

as domestic (pet) birds shall ensure that they are kept in a enclosed space and prevent their 

contact with migrating wild birds. 

[28 February 2017] 

 

Informative Reference to a European Union Directive 

 

The Regulation contains legal norms arising from Council Directive 64/432/EEC of 

26 June 1964 on animal health problems affecting intra-Community trade in bovine animals 

and swine. 

 

 

Prime Minister       Laimdota Straujuma 

 

Minister for Agriculture      Jānis Dūklavs 
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Annex 1 

Cabinet Regulation No. 291 

9 June 2015 

 

 

Biosecurity Measures at Holdings Where Animals of the Porcine Species 

are Kept 
[18 August 2015; 28 February 2017] 

 

 

1. The porcine animals shall be kept in enclosed spaces, preventing the access of roaming and 

wild animals to animal holdings. 

 

2. The owner of the animals shall ensure that no feral pig carcass or feral pig parts or any 

other infected materials or objects which may spread an infectious disease are taken onto the 

holding. 

 

3. Feeding food waste and green fodder to porcine animals (any type of vegetable feed which 

is fed raw to pigs) is prohibited. 

 

4. The holding shall be regularly cleaned, deratized, disinsected, and disinfected. 

 

5. Footwear disinfection shall be ensured at the entrance and exit of the holding. 

 

6. A holding shall have a place for separating animals of the porcine species in order to 

observe the animals imported from other holdings according to the procedures laid down in 

the action plan of the measures. 

 

7. A holding or the territory of a holding shall have a place, space, construction or equipment 

for storing animal by-products which meets the following requirements: 

7.1. it is waterproof and suitable for the relevant number of animals and the obtained 

amount of animal by-products; 

7.2. it is inaccessible to unauthorised persons, wild animals, birds and rodents; 

7.3. it is located as close as possible to the entrance to the holding or at a place 

accessible to the vehicle collecting the by-products without crossing the territory of the 

holding. 

 

8. Access of unauthorised persons to animal holdings shall be limited. If visitors need to enter 

the animal holding, they shall be provided with disposable or clean protective clothing and 

protective footwear. Visitors shall be informed regarding the biosecurity measures and their 

observance shall be monitored. 

 

9. Visitors shall take hygiene measures (e.g., wash their hands or disinfect their footwear and 

hands). 

 

10. Closed storage facilities of animal feed shall be regularly cleaned and disinfected as 

necessary. Open type storage facilities of animal feed shall be regularly cleaned, disinfected, 

and deratized. 

 

11. Visitor registration on a holding shall be introduced and maintained. 
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12. The employees shall be provided with work clothes or a change outfit and footwear (the 

work clothes or the change outfit and footwear shall be worn only on the animal holding). 

 

13. Upon performing their duties, the employees shall observe the hygiene measures (e.g., 

they shall wash their hands with soap and hot water, disinfect their footwear and hands). 

Visitors have the duty to observe the biosecurity requirements at the holding. 

 

 

Minister for Agriculture       Jānis Dūklavs 
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Annex 2 

Cabinet Regulation No. 291 

9 June 2015 

 

 

Biosecurity Measures at Holdings Where Poultry is Kept 
[28 February 2017] 

 

 

1. It is prohibited to bring the carcasses of wild birds, their parts or any other infected material 

or object which may spread an infectious disease, to the holding. 

 

2. An animal owner shall restrict the access of unauthorised persons to poultry holdings. If 

visitors need to enter the animal holding, they shall be provided with disposable or clean 

protective clothing and protective footwear. Visitors shall be informed regarding the 

biosecurity measures and their observance shall be monitored. Visitors have a duty to comply 

with the biosecurity requirements on the holding. 

 

3. An animal owner shall, without delay, notify the practising veterinarian or the structural 

unit of the veterinary service about all cases of suspected disease outbreaks among the poultry 

(e.g., if food and water consumption is reduced, massive poultry mortality is observed, acute 

bloody diarrhoea or asphyxiation is observed, the birds exhibit symptoms of infectious 

respiratory (respiratory tract) diseases). 

 

4. In the period from 2 March 2017 to 31 May 2017, the animal owners shall ensure that the 

following requirements are met: 

4.1. the poultry is kept on closed premises preventing any contact with wild birds or 

animals; 

4.2. door-to-door sales of poultry and hatching eggs is prohibited; 

4.3. markets, exhibitions, shows and other events involving poultry is prohibited; 

4.4. watering poultry from surface water reservoirs is prohibited; 

4.5. the employees are provided with work clothes or a change outfit and footwear. 

Work clothes or a change outfit shall be worn only on the poultry holding. 

 

5. The animal owner shall organise poultry feeding and watering in a housing or in an 

enclosed territory, preventing the access of wild birds to them. 

 

6. The animal owner shall ensure that wild birds have no access to poultry feed and bedding. 

 


