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Republic of Latvia 

 

Cabinet 

Regulation No. 80 

Adopted 24 January 2006 

 

 

Regulations Regarding the Minimum Safe Manning of Ships 
 

 

Issued pursuant to 

Section 11, Paragraph four of 

the Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law 

 

 

I. General Provisions 

 

1. This Regulation prescribes the procedures for determining the minimum safe manning of 

ships for Latvian ships. 

 

2. Recruitment of a ship's crew shall take place in accordance with Regulations V-14.1 and V-

14.2 of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (hereinafter - SOLAS 

74 Convention), the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 (as amended) (hereinafter - STCW Convention) and the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Fishing Vessel Personnel, 1995 (hereinafter - STCW-F Convention), the Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006, and the International Ship and Port Facility Security Code, 2004. 

[28 January 2014] 

 

II. Minimum Safe Manning of a Ship 

 

3. For ships engaged in international voyages the minimum safe manning of a ship shall be 

determined in accordance with the norms of the minimum safe manning of ships engaged in 

international voyages laid down in Annex 1 to this Regulation. 

 

4. For fishing vessels and ships not engaged in international voyages the minimum safe 

manning of a ship shall be determined in accordance with the norms of the minimum safe 

manning of fishing vessels, coasters and inland waterway vessels laid down in Annex 2 to this 

Regulation. 

 

5. The following shall be included in the minimum safe manning of passenger ships in 

addition to that laid down in Paragraph 3 or 4 of this Regulation: 

5.1. a certified head of the passenger service, if the number of passengers exceeds 50; 

5.2. one steward per 50 passengers. 
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6. If there are 100 crew members on board the ship or more and the ship is engaged in 

international voyages for more than 72 hours, in addition to that laid down in Paragraph 3 of 

this Regulation the minimum safe manning shall include a certified doctor. 

[28 January 2014] 

 

6.1 On ships without a certified doctor there must be at least one seaman who in addition to 

his basic duties is also responsible for medical care and issuance of medicinal products, or at 

least one seaman who is competent in rendering first aid. The persons who are responsible for 

medical care on board a ship, but have not acquired the qualification of a doctor must acquire 

a programme of medical care training courses in accordance with the requirements of the 

standard of Code A-VI/4-2 of the STCW Convention. The seafarers who are designated to 

first medical aid must acquire a programme of first aid training courses in accordance with the 

requirements of standard A-VI/4-2 of the Code of the STCW Convention. 

[28 January 2014] 

 

7. If a ship's crew consists of 10 crew members or more, in addition to that laid down in 

Paragraph 3 or 4 of this Regulation the minimum safe manning of a ship shall include a 

certified cook. If a ship's crew consists of less than 10 crew members and there is no certified 

cook in the crew, then any person who is preparing meals in the galley must be trained or 

instructed in conformity with the requirements of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, 

regarding food and personal hygiene, as well as handling and storage of food on board ship. 

[28 January 2014] 

 

8. If the duration of a ship voyage until the next port does not exceed 24 hours, a lesser 

number of crew members may be on board ship during such voyage than laid down in 

Annexes 1 and 2 to this Regulation, if the number of crew members is co-ordinated with the 

State stock company "Maritime Administration of Latvia" (hereinafter - the Maritime 

Administration of Latvia). 

 

8.1 A fishing vessel registered in the Latvian Ship Register shall be commanded by a skipper 

who has the minimum qualification laid down in Cabinet Regulation No. 895 of 22 November 

2005, Regulations Regarding Certification of Seafarers. 

[28 January 2014] 

 

III. Minimum Safe Manning Certificate 

 

9. The Maritime Administration of Latvia shall issue a minimum safe manning certificate 

(hereinafter – certificate) (Annex 3) according to the tonnage of the ship, main propulsion 

power, trading area and operation mode. 

 

10. In order to receive a certificate, a shipowner shall submit a completed specific application 

form (Annex 4) to the Maritime Administration of Latvia. 

 

11. If the shipowner, upon evaluating the minimum safe manning norms for a ship laid down 

in Annex 1 or 2 to this Regulation, considers them inappropriate for the particular ship, 

trading area or other conditions and wants to determine another minimum safe manning, he 

shall indicate it in the application (providing a justification in the row “Special notes”) and 

submit documents to the Maritime Administration of Latvia certifying the ability of the crew 

to ensure safety of navigation and protection of the environment, operation of the ship and 

dealing with emergency situations, provision of ship security and safety functions, as well as 

conformity with the work and rest time norms laid down in the international legal acts 

referred to in Paragraph 2 of this Regulation. 
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[28 January 2014] 

 

11.1 If due to the special nature of operation the ship is periodically in demurrage, in addition 

the minimum safe manning of the ship during demurrage shall be indicated in the certificate. 

[28 January 2014] 

 

12. The Maritime Administration of Latvia shall, within five working days, examine the 

application of the shipowner, evaluate organisation of the relevant ship service, the specific 

features of the facilities and operation of the ship, as well as the qualification level of the crew 

and take a decision to issue the certificate. 

[28 January 2014] 

 

13. The term of validity of the certificate is five years. The term of validity of the certificate 

for ships under technical supervision of the Maritime Safety Inspectorate of the Maritime 

Administration of Latvia shall be linked to the term of validity of the trade certificate. 

[28 January 2014] 

 

14. A shipowner may contest the decision on the minimum safe manning of a ship in 

accordance with the procedures laid down in the Administrative Procedure Law, submitting a 

respective submission to the director of the Maritime Administration of Latvia within a month 

after taking of the decision. 

 

15. If the design of a ship, ship facilities or provisions for operation are changed, the 

certificate shall cease to be in effect. In such case the shipowner shall submit a new 

application and receive a new certificate. 

 

IV. Responsibility of Shipowner and Master of the Ship 

 

16. A shipowner has a duty to ensure recruitment of a ship's crew according to the norms of 

the minimum safe manning laid down for the ship. 

 

17. The norms of the minimum safe manning laid down for the ship do not exempt the 

shipowner and master of the ship from responsibility for ship, human and environmental 

safety, as well as recruitment of the crew according to the actual shipping circumstances and 

conditions. 

 

V. Closing Provisions 

[28 January 2014] 

 

18. Until 31 December 2016 a person who holds the qualification provided for in Regulation 

II/4 or II/5 of the STCW Convention may hold the position of an able seafarer deck on board 

the ships referred to in Annex 1 to this Regulation. 

 

19. Until 31 December 2016 a person who holds the qualification provided for in Regulation 

III/4 or III/5 of the STCW Convention may hold the position of an able seafarer engine on 

board the ships referred to in Annex 1 to this Regulation. 

 

 

Acting for the Prime Minister – Minister for Health    G. Bērziņš 

 

Acting for the Minister for Transport – Minister for the Interior  Dz. Jaundžeikars 
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Annex 1 

Cabinet Regulation No. 80 

24 January 2006 

 

 

Norms for the Minimum Safe Manning of Ships Engaged in International 

Voyages 
[28 January 2014] 

 

I. Master and Deck Crew on Passengers Ships 

 

No. Position 

Regulation of the 

STCW Convention 

of the qualification 

certificate 

Number 

3000 BT and 

upwards 

500 BT−3000 

BT 
up to 500 BT 

1. Master II/2 IV/2 1 1 1 (II/3) 

2. Chief mate II/2 IV/2 1 1 − 

3. Officer in charge 

of a navigational 

watch 

II/1 IV/2 3 2 1 (II/3) 

4. Able seafarer deck II/5 3 3 2 

5. Rating forming 

part of a 

navigational watch 

II/4 3 1 − 

 

II. Master and Deck Crew on Cargo* Vessels 

 

No. Position 

Regulation of the 

STCW Convention 

of the qualification 

certificate 

Number 

3000 BT 

and 

upwards 

1500 

BT−3000 

BT 

500 BT-

1500 BT 

up to 500 

BT 

1. Master II/2 IV/2 1 1 1 1 (II/3) 

2. Chief mate II/2 IV/2 1 1 1 − 

3. Officer in charge 

of a navigational 

watch 

II/1 IV/2 2 1 1** 1 (II/3) 

4. Able seafarer deck II/5 3 2 2 1 

5. Rating forming 

part of a 

navigational watch 

II/4 2 1 − 1 

 

Notes. 

1. * The category of cargo vessels shall also include tugboats. 

2. ** This position may be disregarded, if the shipowner provides sufficient justification 

regarding operating the ship in accordance with the international requirements regarding 

minimum safe manning and conformity with the work and rest time laid down in international 

legal acts. 
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III. Ship Engine-room Crew 

 

No. Position 

Regulation 

of the 

STCW 

Convention 

of the 

qualification 

certificate 

Number 

main propulsion 

power 6000 kW and 

upwards 

main propulsion 

power 3000 

kW−6000 kW 

main propulsion 

power 750 kW-3000 

kW 

main propulsion 

power less than 750 

kW 

attended unattended attended unattended attended unattended attended unattended 

1. Chief 

engineer 

officer 

III/2 or III/3 

depending 

on the main 

propulsion 

power 

1 1 1 1 1 1 − − 

2. Second 

engineer 

officer 

III/2 1 1 1 1 − − − − 

3. Officer in 

charge of an 

engineering 

watch 

III/1 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 

4. Able 

seafarer 

engine 

III/5 2 1 1 1 − − − − 

5. Rating 

forming 

part of an 

engine-

room watch 

III/4 1 1 1 − 1 − − − 

 

Note. Operations in the engine room under provisions for Unattended Machinery Space is 

permitted, if the automation level conforms to the requirements of Section E of Part I-2 of the 

SOLAS 74 Convention. 
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Annex 2 

Cabinet Regulation No. 80 

24 January 2006 

 

 

Norms for the Minimum Safe Manning of Fishing Vessels, Coasters and 

Inland Waterway Vessels 
[28 January 2014] 

 

 

I. Fishing Vessels 

 

1. The master and deck crew* on board fishing vessels in unlimited fishing area outside the 

Baltic Sea. 

 

No. Position 

Regulation of the STCW Convention (STCW) or 

STCW-F Convention (STCW-F) of the qualification 

certificate or minimum qualification in accordance 

with Cabinet Regulation No. 895 of 22 November 

2005, Regulations Regarding Certification of 

Seafarers 

Number 

1.1. master Qualification determined in STCW F-II/1 according 

to the ship length or qualification determined in 

STCW II/2 

1 

1.2. chief mate** Qualification determined in STCW-F II/2 or STCW 

II/2 

1 

1.3. officer in charge of 

a navigational 

watch 

Qualification determined in STCW F-II/2 according 

to the ship length or qualification determined in 

STCW II/1 

1 

(2, if gross 

tonnage of 

the ship 

>3000) 

1.4. rating forming part 

of a navigational 

watch 

Qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 143.2 or 

Sub-paragraph 41.9 (STCW II/4) or in Sub-paragraph 

41.10 (STCW II/5) 

3 

 

Notes. 

1.* The master and all mates must have the certificate of the universal Global Maritime 

Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) operator. 

2.** This position may be disregarded, if the shipowner provides sufficient justification 

regarding operating the ship in accordance with the international requirements regarding 

minimum safe manning and conformity with the work and rest time laid down in international 

legal acts. 
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2. The engine-room crew on fishing vessels with main propulsion power exceeding 3000 kW, 

in an unlimited fishing area outside the Baltic sea 

 

No. Position 

Regulation of the STCW Convention 

(STCW) or STCW-F Convention 

(STCW-F) of the qualification certificate 

or minimum qualification in accordance 

with Cabinet Regulation No. 895 of 22 

November 2005, Regulations Regarding 

Certification of Seafarers 

Number 

attended unattended 

2.1. chief engineer 

officer 

Qualification determined in STCW-F II/5 

or STCW III/2 

1 1 

2.2. second 

engineer 

officer 

Qualification determined in STCW-F II/5 

or STCW III/2 

1 1 

2.3. officer in 

charge of an 

engineering 

watch 

Qualification determined in STCW-F II/5 

or STCW III/1 

2 1 

2.4. rating forming 

part of an 

engine-room 

watch 

Qualification determined in Sub-

paragraph 143.3 or Sub-paragraph 55.9 

(STCW II/4) or in Sub-paragraph 55.10 

(STCW II/5) 

3 2 

 

3. Crew of the engine-room for fishing vessels with the main propulsion power up to 3000 

kW in an unlimited fishing area outside the Baltic Sea 

 

No. Position 

Regulation of the STCW Convention 

(STCW) or STCW-F Convention 

(STCW-F) of the qualification certificate 

or minimum qualification in accordance 

with Cabinet Regulation No. 895 of 22 

November 2005, Regulations Regarding 

Certification of Seafarers 

Number 

attended unattended 

3.1. chief engineer 

officer 

Qualification determined in STCW-F II/5 

or STCW III/3 

1 1 

3.2. officer in 

charge of an 

engineering 

watch 

Qualification determined in STCW-F II/5 

or STCW III/1 

2 1 

3.3. rating forming 

part of an 

engine-room 

watch 

Qualification determined in Sub-

paragraph 143.3 or Sub-paragraph 55.9 

(STCW II/4) or in Sub-paragraph 55.10 

(STCW II/5) 

1 1 
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4. Crew on fishing vessels of length up to 45 metres and with an unlimited duration of the 

voyage in the Baltic Sea 

 

No. Position 

Regulation of the STCW Convention (STCW) or STCW-F 

Convention (STCW-F) of the qualification certificate or 

minimum qualification in accordance with Cabinet 

Regulation No. 895 of 22 November 2005, Regulations 

Regarding Certification of Seafarers 

Number 

4.1. master Qualification determined in STCW -F II/1 or STCW II/3 1 

4.2. officer in charge of 

a navigational 

watch 

Qualification determined in STCW -F II/2 or STCW II/3 1 

4.3. engineer qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 135.6 or135.7 

according to the main propulsion power or qualification 

determined in Sub-paragraph 55.6 

1 

4.4. rating forming part 

of a navigational 

watch or fisherman 

qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 143.1 or 143.2 

or Sub-paragraph 41.9 (STCW II/4) or qualification 

determined in Sub-paragraph 55.0 (STCW II/5) 

1 

 

Note. The master and the officer in charge of a navigational watch must have the GMDSS 

General Operator's Certificate or the Long Range radio Operator's Certificate. 

 

5. Crew for fishing vessels of length up to 45 metres and with the duration of the voyage up to 

16 hours *in the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga 

 

No. Position 

Regulation of the STCW Convention (STCW) or STCW-F 

Convention (STCW-F) of the qualification certificate or 

minimum qualification in accordance with Cabinet 

Regulation No. 895 of 22 November 2005, Regulations 

Regarding Certification of Seafarers 

Number 

5.1. master** Qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 126.3 (STCW-

F II/3) or Sub-paragraph 41.4 (STCW II/3) 

1 

5.2. engineer qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 135.6 or135.7 

according to the main propulsion power or qualification 

determined in Sub-paragraph 55.6 

1 

5.3. rating forming part 

of a navigational 

watch or fisherman 

Qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 143.1 or 143.2 

or Sub-paragraph 41.9 (STCW-F II/4) or qualification 

determined in Sub-paragraph 41.10 (STCW II/5) 

1 

 

Notes. 

1.* Upon application and justification of the ship owner. 

2.** The master must have the GMDSS Restricted Operator’s Certificate or Short Range 

radio Operator's Certificate. 
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II. Coasters Engaged in Near-coastal Navigation 

 

6. Master and deck crew 

 

No. Position 

Minimum qualification in accordance with Cabinet 

Regulation No. 895 of 22 November 2005, 

Regulations Regarding Certification of Seafarers 

Number 

500 BT 

and 

upwards 

up to 500 

BT 

6.1. master qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 41.2 or 

41.3 or qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 

41.4 according to the BT of the ship 

1 1 

6.2. officer in 

charge of a 

navigational 

watch 

Qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 41.7 or 

41.8 according to the BT of the ship 

1 1 

6.3. rating 

forming 

part of a 

navigational 

watch 

Qualification determined in Sub-paragraph 41.9 or 

41.10 

2 1 

 

Note. The master and mate must have the GMDSS General Operator's Certificate. In 

navigating only in the sea area A1, the master and mate must have the GMDSS Restricted 

Operator’s Certificate. 

 

7. Engine-room crew 

 

No. Position 

Minimum qualification in 

accordance with Cabinet 

Regulation No. 895 of 22 

November 2005, 

Regulations Regarding 

Certification of Seafarers 

Number 

main propulsion 

power 750 kW-3000 

kW 

main propulsion 

power less than 750 

kW 

attended unattended attended unattended 

7.1. chief 

engineer 

officer 

Qualification determined in 

Sub-paragraph 55.1 or 55.2 

according to the main 

propulsion power 

1 1 − − 

7.2. officer in 

charge of 

an 

engineering 

watch 

Qualification determined in 

Sub-paragraph 55.5 or 55.6 

according to the main 

propulsion power 

1 − 1 1 

7.3. rating 

forming 

part of an 

engine-

room 

watch 

Qualification determined in 

Sub-paragraph 41.9 or 41.10 

1 1 1* − 
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Note. * For ships engaged in near-coastal navigation with the duration of the voyage up to 12 

hours this position may be disregarded. 

 

III. Inland Waterway Vessels 

 

8. Master and crew 

 

No. Position 

Minimum qualification in accordance with Cabinet Regulation 

No. 895 of 22 November 2005, Regulations Regarding 

Certification of Seafarers 

Number* 

8.1. master Sub-paragraph 171.1 (according to the GT of the ship) 1 

8.2. engineer Sub-paragraph 171.4 (according to the main propulsion power) 1 

8.3. seaman Paragraph 183 1 

8.4. motorman** Paragraph 184 1 

 

Notes. 

1. The master must have the certificate of coastal GMDSS radio operator. 

2. * On board ships with gross tonnage less than 200 and the main propulsion power less than 

750 kW the crew may be reduced, including specialists therein who hold joint qualification 

documents. 

3. ** For ships with the main propulsion power less than 300 kW, as well as if the automation 

level of the ship allows operating the ship without constant watch in the engine-room, this 

position may be disregarded. 

4. On board ships with gross tonnage less than 20 and the main propulsion power less than 20 

kW the crew may be reduced, including only the master therein. 
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Annex 3 

Cabinet Regulation No. 80 

24 January 2006 

[28 January 2014] 
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Acting for the Minister for Transport – Minister for the Interior  Dz. Jaundžeikars 
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Annex 4 

Cabinet Regulation No. 80 

24 January 2006 

[28 January 2014] 

 

 

Application for Receipt of the Minimum Safe Manning Certificate 
 

 

1. Ship's name  

2. Shipowner  

3. IMO No.  

4. Latvian Ship Register No.  

5. GT  

6. main propulsion power (kW)  

7. Ship's type  

8. Automation level of ship  

9. Trading area (according to the ship certificate)  

10. Conditions of operation (for example, type of cargo, specific features, 

number of passengers, duration of voyages, ports) 

 

 

 

11. Proposals for the minimum manning 

 

Position 

Regulation of the STCW Convention 

or STCW-F Convention of the 

qualification document or the 

relevant Paragraph of Cabinet 

Regulation No. 895 of 22 November 

2005, Regulations Regarding 

Certification of Seafarers 

Number 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Special notes (if any) 

 

 

 

Ship owner/operator  

Contact person  Telephone/fax  

 

 


