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AN ACT TO ESTABLISH COMMUNITY JUGlITS LAW OF ZOOl! WITH 
RESPECT TO FOREST LANDS 

WHEREAS our forests are among Ollr greatest naturoJ ~. an endowment from 
nature to tho _Ie of Liberia, belonging not just 10 this generotioo but to !\lture 
generalions; 

WHEREAS under Article 5 ef the 1986 Constituticn of Liberia, it is mandated that tho 
"Legislature shall enact laws promoting national unification and the encouragement of all 
citizens to participate in government; preserve, JlI'O$Od and promote positive Liberian 
culture, ensuring that tl'lIditionai values which are compatible with public policy and 
nntional progress are adopted and developed as an integral part of tbe growing .ecd. Qf 
the Liberian society;" 

WHEREAS under ArtIcle 7, it is also trul!ldated _ "The Repoblic shall, ""nslsten' with 
the principles ()f individual freedom and social justice enshrined in this Constitution, 
ruana.ge the national tJC.O!1Omy and the natural resources of Liberia in such manner as shall 
ensure the maximum feastDle participation of l.J."beria,n citizens u.nder conditions of 
equality as to advance the gcncm1 welfare of the Liberian people and the economic 
develcprocuI of Liberia;" 

WHEREAS the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006 requires tho Forestry 
Development Authotity to, within _ )'<at nf the effective .... of tho Nlllional Forestry 
Refom Law 2006, present 10 tbe Legislature for """;d<ra1i"" .. d pa_gc • 
comprehensive law go·.crning community rights v.itn respect to Forest Lands; 

WHEREAS the purpose of the forest policy of Ubc;aia is to conserve and sustsinably 
manage all forest areas so that forest8 will continue to produce a complete nmge of goods 
and services for the benefit of all Liberians and contribute to poverty alleviation in lIte 
Nation; 

WHEREAS the Government of the RepubliC of Liberia., consistent with the Constitution 
of Liberia and international conventions, protocols, and treaties, is. committed tQ 

re'pecting and upbolding the rights of populations 10 control and make d",isions 
ooncem.ing the development 01' use of their lands and resources: 

NOW THEREFORE; 

It is eo*cted by the Senate and House of RepnseJI.um.ves of the Re:publk of Liberia 
io Legblature 8SSflllbled: 
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CJlAPTER1: GENERAL !'ROVISIONS 

This Act oonstitu1<S. and shall be cited ... !'art III of Tille 23 of u.. Ut>trl .. Code of 
Laws Revised. 

Sedion 1.2: Title 

This Act ,hall be referred '" as The Cooununlty Rig/lts Law \<1111-, '" Fo,..! Land .. 

Seelio. 1_': Dollnitfu .. 

• Words used in the singular ronn in this law shall bedeem«l to itnpon 1M phm. and vice 
versa. as the case nmy require. Fotthe purpose of this law. tho follow{ft, definitions shall 
apply: 

Autholi1y: The Foresby Development Authmity (FDA). crW«lby ... 1\" of j-eS;,jal!1re 
on November 1.1976. 

Bid Prenti;um: The difference bet~ the area fee and t.he Itl.·'u.t l'1'rtl Nil fcc written in 
the submission of a s~ful bidder. 

By~L.W5: A set of regulations) including internal rules. procoot\rrJl, ruN! guidelines, 
prepared by a body recognized under this law for the pu:t')lOfie' of admlfHlltertng said OOdy 
and performing the functions for which it is created and established, 

CommUAiiy; A self~identified and publicly or widely-recognizW cuhcrcnt sociuJ group 
or groUps, who share common custums and traditions, irrespective of administrative 8lld 
socia) sub..divisions. residing in n. particular area of land over which members exercise 
jurisdiCtion, communally by agreemL'11t, custom, or law. A ('.QmIl.urutv mu)' thus be a 
single village or town. or a. group of viUages or towns,. Of chiefiiom. 

C()mmercial Use: Any use of furest products or forest resource." other IIllin direct l.lSe ror 
personal PUIpQSeS or household infrastructure development. Commercia! use includes 
uses involving trade or any other dlsposition of forest products or tfm:st fcOOU~es for 
direct or indirect financial gaillS. 

Community Assembly: The collectivity of resident adult members of u (;(,mmWlity aged 
18 years and above. representative of gender and all social groupin~" within the 
community. organized into a body that m.eets at least twice a year to con~u!t and take 
decisions on cornrnunity forestry matters. 
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Comm.llity~ Foret Managemttlh focwt ~t actlviUC$ lb.ut ArC carried 
out by a community with respect tQ f()4Wt ~~ fot wbkh !.he. communIt), has 
customary tenme or other forms of proprictonhlp or I\Ud"1htn.tdp. 

Commv.oity F9reM:ry: The governance o.ud manaicment Or ounuuuulty forom b)' u 
comm..uty fur commercial and no.-oommen:ial __ 10 tI!nlI« Ibo d ..... loplllOllt of 
the community and <nh.an<:e the livelihoods of community......m.n., 

Co...."gulty F._ C ... _" Omttnct _00 inlo by • -0IIhr 1l1l<I Ibo 
Authority with "'Iher party or porti<$ f<>r large and .".,n.-le ~tl IOIMIloo 
relative to community furest resources. 

Community F."",I Fund: A l\md estabUshed by a Comniunity Fotest ~, 
Body. with (:QJnmunity knowledge and COllsent,. to finaJ'lCe the mQM:s.~t of 
community fQreSt rewu.roes. or Qther ~ ootivitles suppt)rting oolllz:t1wdt)' 
development. 

Cummunity Fortst Land: Forested or partially-forested land traditionally owne4 or 
used by communities for socio-cultutal, economic and developmental purpoStl8. niia 
term is inter~hangeable with the term "community fQ~". 

Community FQ:f;'tst Managtment BOdy: A body appointed by the Corrununity 
As_blylo IllmlIlO!" rommooity forest ~ 

Commuuity F ..... t R".Dr_: Aoything ptaCIical, commercial. sociaJ. religious. 
recreational. edl,U.-ationlll. scientific, subsistence or other potential uses to humans that 
exists in a community forest, including but not limited. to flora. fauna, and micro~ 
organisms. 

Commu.nity Laud Area: A.n area over wttkili a c-ommunity traditlonally extends its 
proprielOr1;bjp and jurisdictiDn, and is """,g!lized as such by neighboring communi'i ... 

COD«SSlon! For the purpose of this law, a contmctu.aI right gtantcd by the CQmmunity' 
and Authurity I<> • private commercial enterprise. whelher by negotiati"", bidding or 
other legal means, to harvest and market fOrest resources for commercial gains. 
Concessions are ratified by the National Legislature or approve by the Community Forest 
M8IlJlgemeot body. 

C •• l<>mary Laud: 1"",<1, including forest 1and. owued by individuals, groups. flnnilies. 
or communities through longstauding rule!; I<>COg!lized by Ibo community. To he 
~ as eustomary land, it i. llQ(; __ for the land kI have been registered 
UIlder st.attOOry entitlements. 

Executive Committee of the Assembly: Elected offi(:ials of the Assembly authorized to 
supervlso the Community ForostIy M!IIll\j)Cment Body between sitting> of the J\=m\>ly. 



FOre3t l.and: A tract of land, including its flora Wid twnJ. producing or capable (if 
producing rot<>! reoo..-, or land set aside for tho _ oIlbrutry, but IlOt including 
land in pernlm1ent settlements WJd land that bas been In Iona-_ ... for l\Qn-shlfting 
cu.itivatloo of crops or raising livestock., 

MediuDHea)e ~mm«ciaJ use: Colllll'tel'ci.al IlCtivitit:ll of t'otMt 1'01Our«:S which may 
be export or domestic oriented in the;, market for tho ,.,. """ doll""", of fo .... prodeets, 
and which generate total revenue in excess of that spec:iflCd by r..,JUlation WI determined 
by tho Authorby in _ with oommunities. 

" L.rg~e t:OmmtrtiaJ use: Conune:rcial activitit:s ot ro.. "*'Uf«.a whieh are 
predonrienntly expert oriented in their market fur tho sales told doU,cry of f ..... 
products, and which generate total revenue in exeess or t.boI ~U1ed by regulation as 
d_ed by the Aethority in co08.1!alions with Cc'V"'uruty AoMmbly. 

N ... -llmber 1'0 .... ' Products, Resoun:es or prod"" .. tlIIIil!lll)l be _ed ftoro forest 
lands and are utilized within the household or ~ metketed or havo lIOCiaJ. cultural or 
religious significance. These include plaots and plaot materiAl. \l.Nt1 (Of food. rod. fiber~ 
storage and fodder. medicine, bio--chemicais. as \\'en M nuuuIDab. l»tW:. reptiJes, fisbes 
WJd inwrtchrates. 

j , 
1 
1 
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Penon: Any natural ~ private entity~ n()tl..govemmtntal Ofpn(/huon. civil society 
organiDllion, agency of the Government of Liberia. or My public bod)'. including a -f 
community forest management body_ i 
SmalktAlt oommertiaJ u'e; CommefCial activities of foront I"tWm)'Ces wnich are 
predominately local in their markets. for the sale and delivery of [011'8\ products. and 
which do oot generate total. revenue and/or occupy a land t.uta grt:lller lIuUl. thut specified 
by regulation as detennip.ed by the Authority in consultation with Community Assembly, 

Timber: Industrial round wood and derived sawn IlJI'nber, wtK-x1 chi~, wood based 
panels and pulp for household use or rom.rneroial pmposes . 

• 
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CIlAJ'TER 2: OIlJECI'IVES AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

SectWJl2.1: QbjO<liv .. 

In acccrdance wi1h the_laidd<>wn in ChapI<ot lQofthe NatiOlw Fon:litr)IJl.ofbml 
Law of 2006, the intent of Ibis Act is to empower oommW1ities 10 fully ""1I'i" 11\ u.. 
sustainable ~ of the forests of Liberia, 1>y oreatil1& • kgal ~ dIoIt 
definoo and supports cotnmunity rights in the managen;ent and use of fore.st ~", 

Specific Objectives are to: 

a. ~ rights and responsibilities of communities to own.. m<!nagc. use mid bencHt 
from forest resources ~ilether by customary~;tatutory, Or other lcn~ IIYl\ot'tU, 
hereafter referred to as CQlDIDunity forest ~j 

b. Establish mechanisms to promote informed and representative community 
partioipation in matters related 10 Community Forest Resources; and 

c. Deline the roles and responsibilities of the Authority as the regulatory authotitr. 
promoter. and prote¢tOr of oon.u:nunity rights in respe« to Communit}' l~oro.t 
Resouroes. 

Section 2.2: Guiding Principles 

The implementation of this Act shall be guided 1>y the following principles: 

a. All fOrest resources on community forest lands are owned by local communities, 

b. All forest resources in Liberia, regardless of land proprleton!hip, ,hali be 
regulated by the Anthotity for the benefit of the peoplc, except forest """'\It"" 
located in community forests and forest resources that have been developed on 
private Of deeded land through artillcial ~on. 

c, Any d¢cision., agrtemen4 or activity affecting the status or use of wrmnuruty 
forest n::sources sha.l.l not proceed without the prior, ~ informed consent of the 
said community. 

d. Reoognition of COmtnwtity land tenure rights .ball apply 10 tenure systetns 
recopIzed by the CQnstitutlOl1and laws of the Liberia, 

.. All matters rel,ted to imld tenure and proprietorship shall be dealt with by the 
Land Conwtissinn in aoooro.nc. with ..mono! land polld.. issued and 
legislations enacted. 



f. The Authority shall perl'onn its duties in • faiT on<! IroportialllUlDller to _Ute lbat 
nil oommluUUes equitably benefit from the Authority's technical assll!.tanoe end 
support in the ~.f COI1lIll!.IIIity forest """"""",. 

g. AU forest ftsourees must be regulated. protected, managed and developed so 8,,, 

to: 

• 

• 

• 

Sustall! on<! optIroi;!e the potential yield .f their """ .. utic. "",iaj BJld 
environmental benefits; ; 

Ensure the fair and equitable dlsln'bution of their economic, social and 
environmental benefits to membets of ~ 

• Promote cotn.m\l.nity-based forest management with the vision of granting 
<omll'rtll1i1i .. the right to """"'Se -, re_: i 

! 

• Develop the capacities on<! capabilities of ""mmunilie. to ...we them !' .. 
equitably participate in and equitably beoelil from sustainable i 

management afforests; t 

• Conserve natural msouroes. biological diversity. cco:qslems and habitats; J 

• Encourage the active participation of aU members of the ~iC:ty. 

• Promote aesthetic and cultura! values of the Liberinn society. 

a. Forest land areas ranging from 5.001 hectares to 49.m hcctarC$ may be 
designated as Community Forest Land. 

j 

I.
l
j,! 

! 
b. Forest bnd holden: with Aborigines C'Tmlt Duds, Pui>Li<. l..Im! Oeeds. Public 1· 

und S:tie Deeds. '1'nOO Lmd Deed Certificate and Wur.mty lli'C41 shall be- 1 
classified :liI Cotnmunity Forest Ll.cd. " 

e. Nl d~ds mentionffi in ,«uoo Z,3b that have al=dy !><en "uhentic.tw .nd I 
cett:i£icAt'ed by the Ministry of I..ands, Mines and Energy Ot the Land 
Com.oo.issioo shall be <:las$ifierl as Cotnmu:nity Forest un& 
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Se<:tioD 2..4: Protetiure for Acqumtion of Community Forat 

The community forest land shell be identified. validated tmd rC'OOmmelldoo by th(" 
Forestty Ift;vdopmem AU100rity fur approval by the CJJmmunlty r(\{'(;~H MUfI~otUellt 
body. 

CHAPTER 3: COMMUNITY R1GIITS AND RESPONSIBILnn:S 

S.-n 3.1; C ... muDky 1Ucb" 

(0) Communities have the rigbt to COOlroI the ""'" prot<ction. """,o_nt, ",,1 
development of community forest resouroc:s under regulations deveJopod by the 
Authority in oonsultatioos with the C(lnnected Community Assemhly, 

(b} Communities have the right to <-'lIter :into Sma1.I-Scal¢ Comnu::rcllli conttf.(;tJ w\liI 
respect to the harvesting of timbers and oon-timbc:r forest product. .. or. oo101nunll\ 

fOl<St lands under regulatiOllS issued by the AnIhority. 

(c) Communities have the. right to negotiate and e~ intu social oontnu..'1; with 
eoncessionaitcs licensed by the Authority \Q engage in fQfC:)(ry «ctividCl un 
community _lands. 

(d) Community will ha~ the rights to at least 55% of all revenueslin<.:ome seMtltlni 
from largo-scale commercial contracts between OO!IUIl1.Ulitica. the Author-it)< an.! 
thin! parties for harvesting ofti",_ on community _t larul. 

(c) Communities have the right to full management of forest resourcea hnvin.a m(l 

management and technical specifications based on regulations and guldeU1\«'> 
issued by the Au1hority. 

Section 3.2: Community ResponsibUitles 

(a,) Communities haYe 'tll& responsibility for managing community forest tesourcn in 
an cnvirotttnenially -sustainable manner under regulations and gUKklines iuucd by 
the AnIhority. 

(1)) Communities have the responsibility of prepa!'inJ! Co!ll!lluni'y FQ«tl 
Management Plans in keeping with requiretrrents and specifications containw In 
",gul.tkms arul gcidelines issued by Ibe Authority. 

(0) Communities have the responsibility of ensuring full (individual. se_tal. 
colleotive) membershlp participation in the _, of oonununity 1'0_ 
""",un;es. 

(01) Co!ll!llunities have the responsibility of ensuring trnnsporency and lICcolWtahility 
in community fI)rest resources management. 
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(cl Communities have the responsibility of repodlng and accounting to tile Authority 
and other rei"""", agencie3, through their appropriate org>lllS, on the .ffeetive and 
efficient management of community forest resoun»s as prescribed by guidelines 
Ajp:eCd to and issued by the Authority. 

(I) Communities hove the r<Sj)Ollllibility of~ tho. incomes and other bendlls 
derived from the management of oommunity forest. resouroes contribute to tile 
development of the communities as di=tW by their community Assemblies ond 
the \lxeeutive Committee of the Assembly. 

Chaptw 4: COMMUNlTY FOREST MANAGEMiNT 

Section 4.1': Community AMembty 

(a) The Community Assembly shall be the highest deoislon_king body of the 
Community with respect 0 oommunlty furest<)' roattets. 

(h) The ComJDlmi.y Assembly shall include members of the legislature from the 
county where the communities are loe.ated, a Otaitman. Vi¢e ClWrman,. 
Secretary. and FinanciaJ Officer. as wen as Qther leaders it may deetn nooessary 
for the effec1iye and efficient operations of the Assembly. The Community 
Assembly shall elect its l)ffiCCf.« none of whom shall be a sitting gove.tlUllellt 
official, 

(eJ The functions, respounibilities Md PO""'" of the Community Assembly are as 
fulloW5~ 

• Convene meetings of the Assembly; 
• Eleet otl'iom of the A,_bly; 
• Approve of annual. budget; 
• Appoint members Qfthe Community FoteSt MlUln8ement Body: 
• Receive and review reports of the Executive committee; 
• Receive and review reports of the: Community Forest Management Dody~ 
• En.~ sustainable management of COlll.l1lumty fQre"t resources~ and 
• Ensure that incomes from community wrest r~(':3 contribute to the 

development of the community and well-being of community members 
according to the vision of the community Assembly. 

(d) The CommuMy Assembly shall meet at least two times a year to consult and take 
decisions on the community forestry matters.. 

(c) The Exectuive Committee of the Assembly shall compri~ members of the 
legislature from the county where the Communities are located nnd the fuur 

II 
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elected officials, incIudIDg Cbairpmon, Vice Chairperson, Se...-y ... 1 A 

Finance Officer. 

{t) The Ex«Utive Committee of the Assembly shall supervise the work or the 
Cmnmwnty ForestIy M"""Il- Body between sittings of tbe Assetnhly. 11,. 
Ilxoeu1ive CommiUce shall report to th< full Community Assetnbly. 

(g) The oversight responsibiHtiC$ of the Executive Committee over the Community 
Forest ~ Body shall be as follows: • 

• Make policies and provide ~ie _OIlS to th< CPMB; 
• Approve furestIy tn.a!lIlgCI11_ pltlllS and budgets ofth< CFMB; 
• Ensure tmnsparency and ac:rountability in the management of oommunily 

forestIy funds; 
• Ensure LEITI oompUance. 
• Receive and review periodic operational reports of the eFMs: 
• Account to the Assembly QIl the performance of th:e CFMBj and 
• Uphold ""d protect community furestIy rights. 
• AU other things the Committee deem necessary. 

(h) The Bx.ecunve Commlttoe shall meet at least once e~f y 
quarter and .. frequently lIS official duty may demand. 

(i) The Community Assetnbly roay IIJ'I"'int other Comml"""" permoncnt or 
temporary, or recognize 'the ~ of existing Cummitice8 as it may deem 
fit. Ho_or. in .u SU£b instaru:es, the Assetnbly sbaIl ensure that there are no 
dUplication offunetiOns,. responsibilities and powers of Committees, 

0) The Community Assembly shall adopt a vision of community forest JIlIltlagc:rncnt 
and approve a set of Constitutions and By-laws to govern community forestry 
operations. The Constitution and By-laws shall proscribe the tenure, qualifications 
and a code of cond\lt.1 for individual Assembly members & officers. Management 
Body members and the oversight role of the Executive Committee over the eFMS, 
These by-laws sbaIl be O<>llSistent with the eoo.tiMion and ho .... Qf Llborl. as wen "" 
IOgUlations of the Aothority. 

_n 4.2: CommUJIity F ..... !ry Management Body 

.. A-five (5) member Community Forestry M"""I!ement Body sbaIl _ 
the dey.U>-dey IIClIvities of community f""''' _. At least one 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

member of the llody sball be • woman. The body shall have a Chief 
Officer, Ii Secretaxy and a T.reusurer, 

b. The llody and its officers shall be appointed by and report to the 
Comm1llJlty Assembly. In the Abs<nce of lh<> sitting of the Assembly, the ( 
CFMS shall report to tho Executive Committee of the Assembly. , , , 

, 
c, The functions, responsibilities and powers of the CFMB are as follows.: ;; 
lmplement polic;ies of the Co11\l'l1Ul'lity Assembly and its Exeartlve f 
Committoo;" , , 

P<rlodically report to the Exeeetiv. Commitlee of tho Assembly on the II 
management of oommunity forest resources; 

Make d(;("1Sions related to community forest resources on behalf of the 1 
oomm1ll!iiy;! 

• I 
Represent the rommumty in all matters related to community forest \ 

~ 
t 

Develop and implement a community furest ~t plans under 
gilldclines and specifications issued by the Authority; 

Consider and render decisions on., and negotiate tttms fOf, requests i<;r non .. 
oommeroW and coJ1l.lUefCia! forest ~ usc, access. management or 
other actions relattd to community forest reMUtC(tS, tW gWded by this law and 
regulations issue<! by the Authority; 

t 
I 
f 

If deemed ~ by tho Comm1llJl1)' Assembly, establish a communiI}' J 
forest :fUnd. to bold lOOruel): generated from the use of community forest f 
resources ODd other reJated soure<:s; f 

Administer the oommw~ity forest fund \l,4th respect to the receipt and 
expenditure of nwnics ac«mliog to sound finnncial management principles 
and practices, following the approval of the executive committee of the 
Assembly; 

Ensure that community forest rescmree:s are managed in an environmentally 
sustainable _ and 

, , 
! 

and accountability in community forest j 

d. The CFMa shall adopt by.laws, suilject to approval of the Ex_tive 
Com:tnittee of1he Aasembly. to govero its activities. These by~laws shall 
be .. ",iSlen! with tho Constitution and laws of Liberia and regulOllons of 

I 
I 
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the Authority. as weU as local and intcma1ioOiU tat ~ lit 
community forestry ~ent. 

Section 4.3: AcaluntabUity lor Community Forest Funds 

(a) Where n=sary and approved by the !l=utive Committee, ale CI'MU ,h.1I 
establish a Community FQ:rest Fund fot the purpose of depositing and df.bur1.!~ 
funds accrued from forestty related IICtivilies, in<luding fees and fIno. 

(1)) lnoomes to the ColIUllllllity Fons! Fund!! sbaIl be partly ",w«d from flm<t. 
generated from commercial uses of forest resources according to an cqlutalok 
revenue sharing fonnula prescribed by the Government that takes into ftOCQuni the 
community. diStrict, county. and the national government. 

(c) The Cotnmunity Forest Fund shall be kept in a oommercial bani;. or, in tiJ,
absence of a bunk. accessible to the commuriily, with a reliable communiiY (1t 

community~ institution approved by the Executive Committ¢.: of th~' 
Assembly. 

(d) Funds generated from community forest ~ ,Iud! be shated be,w",n 
forestry m~ent .activities and CQrnOlurlity development 8Cuvitie." ;l.,'t 

determined by Iho Connnunity Assembly on !Ill annual 1>6.';,. 

(0) The CFMB shall ensure, under regulations and guidelines issued by !be Author,." 
that .finaI1cia) management of community furestry resources are transparent aM 
accountable, including dear provisions fur budgeting. expenditure approvtds, qff(J 
periodic e1dem3! audits, in keeping with intemational best pt'UCtices with l'C!lpt'I:! 

to community furestty. 

Chapter 5: Duties and Powers of the Forestry Development Autbority 

The duties and powers oftheAUlhority are as follows: 

• Maintain a register of community forostty governance and management miitie) III 

levels of the Authority tmd serve as a reposirory of oommunity forest management 
plans and other documents n:tated to community forest resource governance Ilud 
management entities; 

• Provide and assilJi communitie3 seek tmd access t(;(:bni<lal assistanoo and slIflPOl1 
for management of forest resources; 

• Support building of the capaciti~ of CQuunun1ties to sustainably manage their 
forest resources; and 

• Und..,.." the following IICtivitie. inclnding, bet _limited to: 

14 



Q Assist communities document oomnmnity forest resources; 

o Facilitate the ~bliWnent of oommWlity forest management 
structures as provided fur in Sections 4, I - 4.3 of the National Eorestry 
Retbrm Law of2006, 

<> Provide mJrum\llll .taJl<Iards ipc and assist In drafting model forest 
InlIIlIlgemmt plans, forest rules, rOM! _en", and other technical 
docwnent5 fon"", by CFMB.; 

o Provide guidance to community furest Jand zoning and _print. IQrest 
resources uses 'Within zones; 

o Provide guidance to CFMBs in forest hmd restoration Qr tecllUl1ation. or 
other extr~tivtl or non--extractive forest land uses; 

o Provide guidance on setting and coUecting commW'l.ity furest user fees; 
and 

o Undertake other actions designed to suooessfully implement this Jaw and 
any applicable reguiations. 

Chapter 0; Commercial Activitie3 on CoWtnttJlity Forest Lads 

Section 6.1: A Community may enter SmaU~Scale Commercial 'Use contracts with 
other parties to engage in Smnli~Scale Cornmereial enterprises for timber and/or non~ 
timber fureat prodects on conununity forest lands, Said use con""'" slu!ll not be allocated 
on competitive basis. 

Seetion 6.2: A Conununity may enter Medium.Scale CommemaJ \J..<>e contracts with 
other patties on COmmunity Forest Lands mnging from 5,001 to 49,999,99 hectares on 
non <ompetitivo basi. fur harvesting <>fforest products on Community Forest lands. 

, 

SemoJ.t '..3 The Community Forest Mmagement Body in rollaborntion with 
the Authority, may enter into Larg~eale Commenial use contracts for limber products 
guided by tho following sustainable Forest Managemont _<lards: 

-a. The selection of company shall be on a oompetitlvc basis that is, 
applying national and international competitive bidding for large 
sca1e commercial actlvities, 

h. Compiiance with the Cere Regulations for Commercial logging; 
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c, These 00._1S In Sooti<>. 6,2 (0) shall be 'rrrovod by tho 
President of tho Republic of Liberia and ,.,10t>.! b)' tho 
Legislature; 

d. The Autbority and the Coottnunity .Forest MtnlngcnlqJtf l'JWy ihail 
funnulatl: regulations tor any other category of con~ tlI)4 

covered by this provision cited above. 

.. The oorrunonlly ba., organized no Omlmunity Assembly; 
b. The Community Assembly has appointed the Community f'1l~t 

Management body; 

o. The Qlmrounity Forest Management dooy h8$ developed Q Community 
f'QfeStry Management Plan that ineludes the envisage oonunercill' 
activiti~; 

d, A Community Forest M_emeat PI.. bas been approYt>.! by .he 
Exeoutive Omlmittoe, the Omlmunity Assembly and !be Authonty; and 

e, The Community Forest ManagementP] ... is being implemeatt>.!, 

Section 6.5 Under the tCllIl8 of these contracts., land rental as specified in ReguJnfion 
107-07 Section 33 (0) and (b) sball be paid """'''ding to that regulation, Bid premium, ru; 
speci.lied in Section >3 (oj ,ball be paid to the community, 

Sectioa 6.0: Commeroiai COl1t1"OOts shalf contain provisions that protect rtOn-tlmber forest 
products, water collection poirru and cultutal nQrtl:tS and practices such as sacred sires. 
medicinal plants sites, and animal sw:teturuies identified in the community forest 
""".gen",'" plan COt1$istcnt with Chapter 8 of tbe National Forestry RefotID Lew of 
2006 on environmental requitwnents. 

Section 6. 7~ Other emerging Qr novel commercial a¢tiviti¢8. re[ared to oommtmity forest 
resources, shall be regulated by the Authority in consuItarlOOl with communities and other 
rel(YUJrt: agencies of govenunent, 

ChapUr 7; Offw~ and Penalties 

Sedioll 7.1: Any person or {lpemtor who violates fQl\:S1 ruws Of applicable by~laws 
established by a ~mmunity forest management body shall be reported ID the local authority and 
subjected to. penalty i. keeping with the by-low and ooosti.-,. oflhe >aid • ..........my, 

Sectio.7-2, Where then: are reasonable aUegoliens that • Omlmunity Forest 
Management Body or any of its members: is mismanaging community forest teoources. or, 
bas engaged in mise<m<!uct or l'lllsoppropriatlon or tho Corrununlty For<ol Fun." the 
_vo Committee, with the toolutical .opp<lI1 of the Authority_ shall oendoot on 
investigation and prepare a oomprobensive report. , 
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Seedo. 7.3: If the investigation ooneludes that !hero has been mi,_emen! off""'" 
re!JOIlt<leS by • COmmunity Forest Management body. the report shall iru>lude in • clear 
~011 or the aetio", that mlL'<I be _ by the Cormmmlty Fotm Management 
Body in remll)' or """,lve the problems identified. If the COIl.ll1lunity Forest Management \ 
body fails to rectilY the problems outlined in the report witltln 90 days of n:<lCiving the 
investlgatioo report, the I!x""llive Committee shall request the Autlwrity to talre over 
management of the community forest resources for up to six months. During the period it 
is cxeroising temporoty trta.oa:gemetlt of tile community's fQroat teSOl.1tCeS.- the Authority 
must actively work with the community 10 restore the Cmnmunity Forest Management 
body as soon as pmctioable. 

;. 
_. 1.4: Other offen_ that ar. criminaI In nature shall be re"",cd to the i 
appropriate judicial authority. l 
Sec!tinJ1 7.5: Any peroon banned by a violation ofa#ty provisiM of this law, may bring ! 
an action against any responsible Person in a court of compctcntjurisdiction. ;( 

I Chapter 8: Di<opute R.esoluOou 
Any dispute arising between two or more communities and Authority, communities and 
third parties. about the access to or management of community forest rewurces may be 
resolved through customary dispute resolution t11C:clwUsms Ot' by the application of The 
Arbitration Laws of Liberia as found in chapter 64 (If the Civil Procedure Law. 

Chaplel'9: M'JStdJaneou Provisions 

Sedion 9.1: Conflim between LAws 

Where there are conflicts of law existing between the National Forest Refunn Law of 
2006 and the Community Rights taw of2008 with Rospe<! to Forest Land>, the 
Community Forestry Law takes precedence and beooIDCll binding. 

Settion 9.2 Severability 

If a courl finds any portion of this Law inv.aljd, the court shall strike only the portion that 
is invalid and preserve the remainder. 

Section 9.3: Effective Date 

Thi. Act sba1I take effect inunediately upon publIcation in loandbilL 

ANY LAW TO THE CONTRARYNOTWlTlISTANDING 

I 

I 

I 

I 
1 
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2009 

FOURn! SESSION OF THE FIFTY-SECOND 
LEGISLATI,JllJl OF THE RllPl,;~L!C OF LIBERIA 

SENA TIl'S ENQROSSED BILL NO. 12 ENTITLED: 

• 
"AN ACT TO ESTABLlBH COMMUNITY RIGHTS 
LAW OF 1009 WITH RESPECT TO FIOREST LANDS" 

On motion. Bill read. On Motion~ the Bill vms adopted on its 
first reading and sent to Committee Room on Tuesday. May12. 
2009@ II:<ill AM. 

On motion, Bill taken from the Committee Room ror its second 
reading. On motion, under the suspension of the rule> the 
second reading of !he Bill constituted 1he thlrd rending and the 
Bill was adopted, oWere<! engl<l!lSed and passed itrto !he full 
fcrce of !he law today, Thw:s<lay, June 11,200913:50 OMI 

SECRET 

2009 

FOIJRTII SESSION OF THE FIFTY-SECOND 
LF.GISLA TURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

HOUSF'S ENDORSEMENT TO SENATIl'S ENGROSSED 
BILL NO. 12 ENTITLED: 

"AN ACT TO ESTABLISH COMMUNlTY RIGHTS 
LAW OF 20~ WITH RESPECT TO FOREST LANDS' 

On motion, Bm read. On Motion, 1he Bill was adopted on its. 
first reading and sent to Committee Room on Thursday. 
September 24, 2ll09@ 13:00GMT. 

On motion, Bin taken from the Ccnunittee Room for its second 
reading. On motion, under the suspension of the rule. the 
second reading of the Bill constituted the thUd reading and the 
Bill was adopted, ordered engrossed and passed lmn 1he full. 
force Gf1he law today, FMay, September 25" 2009 «ilof 12:50 
QMT. 



ATTESTATION 

AW OF 2009 (WITH

l 
"AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE COMMUNITY RIGHT 
RESPECT TO FOREST LANDS}." 

i , 
1 
I 

j 

1 

, rr VICE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC ~F LI IDENT OF THE SENATE 

I 

~I~/'~~A~===-____ _ 
SECRETA" ER It ~ATE, R-L ~-- --

R.L. 

, 

CIDEF 



tEbe 'l.ibetian ~enate 
C.U'ITOL BUILDING, CANTOL HlLL, MONROVIA. UIlERIA 

WEST AFRICA 

2009 

FOURTH SCSS10~ Oi· TIfF FIFTY·SECOND LEGIBLe'. rt,'Rt: or 1111 IU I'!:H! It 
or I.lRERfA 

SCHEDULE Oi- -j HI:: SFf\!\ TFf;; FNHOLLFD RILL NO 9, EKIT! LJ'D 

"A\, TO ESTABU}<U THE ("O'l'\H~n' HHans LAW OF 11lflQ 1\\'11'11 
RESPECT TO FOREST LN\U-S." 

PHESE,,'!E/) TO TlIE PRESIDENT OF THE ]<HUBLIC UF 1 1111 HI-\ 
fOR f'X)'l-U1WE APPROVAL. 
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