“AN ACT TO AMEND THE
CREATE A NATIONAL FOOD
ACT”

APPROVED:

PUBLISHI

PUBLISHED

EXECUTIVE LAW OF LIBERIA TO
AND FEED QUALITY AND SAFETY

SEPTEMBER 17, 2019

D BY AUTHORITY
F FOREIGN AFFAIRS

DVIA, LIBERIA

i‘vi\. ,"7\.;\"

: OCTOBER 22, 2019







|

NS ol ol ol il ol ol 2R atE il 2a ] of) =k

An Act to Amend the Execut ve Law of
Safety Act of 2017

peria to create a National Food and Feed Quality and






TABLE OF CONTENTS
PART ONE: GENERAL PROVISIONS . L errrccriresetensenrsetenssrmssssessenssnssseaserassscnssrasseson 5
""" Chapter One: Title..... OV, |
Chapter Two: Objectives and Scope ...l ocomvecinsicrcencrnconns 5
Chapter Three: DefIBIHONS ..o vt reenivs e sas st st s ss seransssesassassesavesnen 5
PART TWO: PRINCIPLES OF FOOD LAW ..ottt seessssnsessarassssemstssnsssensenneens 9
Chapter Four: Risk Assessment R POV USROS,
Chapter Five: Risk CommumiCation. ..o reeisemmesonsesesecsamsceanesessssatssasasssssesrensasescsssesssmns 10
Chapter Six: Risk Management...........fierimeeesnrerennins retemrenncansurae s ss semes e neaen 10
Chapter Seven: Activities Included in Risk ABalysis ..o reenenes 10
- Chapter Eight: Precautionary PrCIDIE |t snvasassssnans 11
Chapter Nine: TranSpareney. ..o foceercceressseescenen 11
PART THREE: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR FOOD SAFETY ..cuvveecnnee. 11
Chapter Ten: Food Safety Requirements ... oeeceieeivnennns i1
— Chapter Eleven: Feed Safety Requirements. .eeoneeccvanns erretesstense s anm raant e s mara s emem e i2
Chapter Twelve: Regulations regarding safety of food ..., nerecvaemmnsanneatnesraren i3
— PART FOUR: International Trade in Food and Feed ... it smsmesesesaens 14
Chapter Thirteen: Imported Food and Feed ... 14
_ Chapter Fourieen: Food and Feed exported from the Republic of LIberia .c.vviisceceniessnsnnns i4
PART FOUR: Licensing errere bt b as e snr et en e e sen seunes 14
N Chapter Fifteen: Licensing of Establishments ....c.cuvveovevnveiccccecceen - 14
Chapter Sixteen: License Conditions .. e mnesmsnssne e ctoncesenesesessesnsasnsssessscsanns 15
N Chapter Sevenicen: Suspension and Cancellation of License 15
Chapter Eighteen: Fees for Award and Renewal of Licenses....iccecnconncnnnne. 15
18.1 An appropriate fee shall be payable to the Liberia Food Authority in respect of each
application for a license and each subsequent application for renewal of a license granted
under Chapter 15 of this Act. ............. e 15
- PART FIVE: SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES OF FOOD AND FEED BUSINESS
OPERATORS ........ SRS L eneasusncsnentrasansasetsas s et et st saraeEatmsasas eanassssananrerenesensans 16
. Chapter Nineteen: General Responsibility for Safety of Food and Feed . 16
Chapter Twenty: Responsibilities with respect to food or feed not in compliance................... 16
— 2




Chapter Twenty-one: Requirements for Traceability of Food and Feeds......cocvvvrevrcrennencece 17
Chapter Twenty-two: Requirement for a System to Control Food Safety Hazards.....coeen 17
Part Six: Regulations of Food Quality ... oo ettt se s cmesesnrassesaanernene 18
Chapter Twenty-three: Bcope of Regulation of Food Quality .18
Part Seven: Declarations and Labeling . e reccsassain s sess s saaresa e smeasanseasenssas 18
Chapter Twenty-four: Labeling, Falsc aud misleading descriplions....amornencnninnneenee 18
Chapter Twenty-five: Official Control of Safety of Food and Feed .. arnnrnneeneecereeens ig
Part Eight: General Principles of Inspection c.eeeeveenrsocecaene .20
Chapter Twenty-severn: Content of InSpaetons ... merrrreriraascvsnssmessesssssasrsssvsavasessersevrenrass 20

Chapter Twenty-eighi: Health and Hygi

Chapter Twenty-nine: Sampling for Lab
Part Nine: Provisions for Official Confrol ¢

Chapter 30: Official Control of Food Quality

Chapter 31:General Principles of Inspection

Chapter 32:Content of Inspections
Part Ten: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR

.........

" Chapter Thirty-three: Action in Case of Confraventions .
Chapter Thirty-four: Annual Inspection Program and Report.

Chapter Thirty-five: Laboratory Analysi

Part Eleven: Official Testing and Reference Laboratories
Chapter Thirty-six: Accreditation of Official Testing Laboratories
Chapter Thirty-seven: Nomination of Reference Laboratories

Part Twelve: EMERGENCIES AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT
Chapter Thirty-eight: Emergency Measures for Ensuring Safety of Food and Feed
Chapter Thirty-nine: General Plan for Crisis Management

........

.................................

........................................................

prafory Analysis
f Food Quality

.........................................................

................

............

...........

..........................

..............

5 of Samples

................................

..........................................................

.................................................

.....

................

----------------

........

Liberia and the population on focd safety matters and a

fzcilitate a regular opdating of the Govamment of
ctionswhen there is a food safety crisis.

An Inter-Ministerial Food Safety Emergency Coramittee would comprise the three Ministers

of Health, Agriculture and Commerce

Additional Ministers or particular stake

th the Food Authority as secretary to said Commuttee.
holders may be invited, based on the nature of the




emergency, provided the essentials |of urgent action and techmical expertise are both

considered. This commitice would mect as necessary in the case of a food safety crisis......... 24
Part Thirteen: FOOD AUTHORITY OF THE REPUBLICOF LIBERIA ..o 25
Chapter 40: The Food ATHBOTIY ..o bt er s semenes e sasascstsensasnsceseetsecosasnssesacestacn 25
Chapter 41: Organization 0f the ABROTIY ..o cenesorassntser e eatasereesseass e rans 25
Chapter 42: Composition, Appointment and Terms of Board of Directors .. ceeeecneivennen. 25
Chapter 43: Criteria for Appointment of Board of Directors Members..... 26
Chapter 44: Duties of the Board of Dirgctors ... 26
Chapter 453: DIeCtOr GEOEIAL e et sicrn e e tie e carca e e tsesaes s rrssses srasben snass smsmmenmssssnss 27
Chapter 467 Scientific CoOmmIEE ... duiiae e sianeessssse et s sssassernsseassese vassrassesserasans 27
Chapter 47: Scientific Opinions 28
Chapter 48: Diverging SCIEntific OPHIONS ... eevreesvessoeeereesseoososreeereessssmesees 29
Chapter 49: Stakeholder Consultative FOTom . ioronnisseneanencvane. .29

Chapter 50: Fees and Expenses

PART FOURTEEN: POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMPETENT AUTHORITY 30

vevaaeae

30

PART FIFTEEN: OFFENSES AND DEFENSES.

Chapter S4: Offenses..

33

33

Chapter 55: Due Diligence Defense

..........

33

Chapter 56: Appeals

.......

PART SIXTEEN: NOMINATION OF CiMPETENT AUTHORITY
Chapter 57: Nomination of Competent Authority.
Chapter 58: Food Control Advisory Committee......cveeveanecrnnecne.

PART SEVENTEEN: REPEALS AND
Chapter 59: Repeals and Amendments ...

--------

.......

MENTS




PREAMBLE

Whereas, the consumption of food isa uakvez‘sai aspect of human existence;

Whereas, the right to enjoyment of life
contained in our nation’s Constitution;

Considering, that the presence of food
contribufes to ifs enjoyment;

is assured to all Liberians as an jntegral promise

that is safc and adequate is essemtial to life and

Whereas, a large number of healih conditions can be caused, prevented, managed or otherwise

influenced by what and how we eat;

Whereas, intermational bodies including FAO, WHO and the WTO have derived a number of
international protocols, conventions and indices that set guidelines for food safefy and food

safety faws;

Whereas, the AU and ECOWAS have set up regional guidelines of best practices that enhance

food safety in their member nations.

Whereas, Liberia as 4 responsible member of the infernational comununity is obligaied to take
action for the adoption of comparable guidelines in order fo protect its citizens and those of other
nations resident or transiting in its territory by ensuring the wholesomeness of food products in
domestic use and sent out Into intemational commerce;

NOW THEREFCRE, IT IS HEREBY EMNACTED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE REPUBL
PART ONE: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Chapter Cme: Title

OF LIBERIA, IN LEGISLATURE ASSEMBLED:

This Act shali be cited as the Food Law of Liberia of 2017,

Chapter Two: Objectives and Scepe

This Act is fo2

2.1 FEstablish the general principles to en
level. Tt shall institute the structures
Liberia;

2.2 Apply to all activities and all areas of
health of consumers. It shall apply to

ure safety and quality of food and feed at the national
and mechanisms for Food Safety in the Republic of

the safety and quality of foods and feeds affecting the
all stages of production, processing, and distribution

of food commodities, which are undestaken in the course of a food business.

Chapter Three: Definitions

For the purposes of this Act, these definitions apply:




3.2

34

vy substance or product, whether processed, pariially

fo be, or reasonably expecied to be ingested by
s used as ontriment for lwenan consmmption or use,
TS megmmmdammm&farmmm

the tanker;

313

3.14

‘Foed” shall not inchude:

3.1.5 feed;

3.1.6 live animals unless they are prepared for placing on the market for human
consumption;

3.1.7 plants prior to harvesting;

3.1.8 medicinal products within the meaning of Liberia Medicines and Health Products
Regulatory Authority of 2010;

3.1.2 inhecco and tobecco prodncts as defihed in the Peblic Health Law of Liberia;

3. E.i@ narcofic or m}tmapm supstances within the meaning of the Upiled Nations

L ' e I%E mﬁm wm -i’?'fi‘» e idf A Gﬁ

Wmﬁmmm dhinent, other thau a restmwant, where food is sexved,
xm it MWWMmmsz,m:m

Wh"mmm Baloes mhﬁiﬁé&,pﬂe&sww&m&od,mm
duties or the circornstances vnder which he works in such an establishesent are sach as

consuunniion, buf does not inclede & MWmﬁngpm
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3.7

38

3.9
3.19
311

3312
3.13

3.4

315

.16

3.17

“Kestaurant’ means a public establishment where food is served, sold and eaten on the
premises. The term includes, but is not limited to, buffets, lunch rooms, hunch counters,
night clubs, bars, cafeterias, grillrooms, hotel dining rooms and cook shops.

“Authorized Qfficer” means any public officer designated by the competent authority to
be an officer authorized under Chapter 52 of this Act.

“Competent Aunthorify” means the Liberia Food Authority.

ises engaged in placing food on the market, including,

“Establishment” means any prem

premises where products are prepared, processed (including slaughtered) packaged or
stored. Tt includes every place whre food is pmpared mixed, cooked, baked, smoked,
term Mudm but ¢ is not ﬁmzw%

wetail fﬁﬁ%ﬁ m m@ Vﬁﬁi&&%; 5 By
establishments.
“Feed business operator” means the natural or legal persons responsible for ensuring
that the requirements of this Act are met within the feed business vndder their control;

“Feed business” means any undertaking whether for profit or not and whether public or
private, carrying out any operation of production, manufacture, processing, storage,
transport or distribution of feed incleding any producer who produces, processes or stores
feed for feeding to animals on his own holding.

“Feed” (or feeding stuff} means any substance or product, including additives, whether
processed, partially processed or umprocessed, infended fo be used for oral feeding to
animals,

“Final consumer” means the yltimate consumer of a foodstuff who will not use the food
as part of any food business operation or activity.

“Food business operator” means the natural or legal persons responsible for ensuring
that the requirements of this Act are met within the food business under their control.
“Food business” means any undertaking, whether for profit or not and whether public or
private carrying out any of the activities related to any stage of production, processing
and distribution of food.

“Food guality” means the aggregate characteristics of a food product that bear on its
ability to satisfy the needs of final lconsumer. In the context of this Act this shall not
relate to characteristics, which affect|the health of the final consumer as determined under
Chapter 10 of this Act. &t shall include characteristics relating to the economic interests of
the final consumer.
“Genetically Meodified Organism |{(GMO)” means any biological entity capable of
reproduocing Itself or transferring etic material, except the human species, whose
genetic material has been modified in a way which is produced necither naturaily in the
environment nor by natural recombination.

“Hazard” means a biclogical, chemical or physical agent i, or condition of, food or
feed with the potential fo cause an adverse effect on human health.




3.18

“Labeling™ shall mean any words, particutars, fradernarks, brand mame, pictorial matter
wmlmmmammmmmym&gmg,de&wﬁwam label, ring
“Novel m”mmm food fngrodients wmm not hitherto been used for

3.19.1 ﬁ)ﬂds and food ingredients consisting of or isolated from micro-organisms, fungi

or algag;

3.192 foods and food ingredients

3.193 foods and food ingredients containing or consisting of genefically modified

OIganisms;

3.184 foods and food ingredients produced from, but mot confaining, genetically

' moﬁfmmmwﬁmmﬂfm‘}
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338

3.29

3.38

a3

332

PART TWO: PRINCIPLES OF FOCD L,

Chapter Four: Risk Assessment

4.3

42

4.3

44

45

tollowing steps: (i} hazard ident
assessmient, and (iv) risk characteri
Risk Assessment Policy means d
associated decisions for their appli
that ﬁza semmﬁ{: mtcglty cf the p

other legitimate factors, and, if nge

options.
“Risk” means a finction of the pro

fication, (i} hazard characterization, (iii) exposure
zation.

scmnenteé guideimes on the choice of options and

d be, sciectmg appropriate preventmn an{i cammi

bability of an adverse health effect and the severity of

that effect, consequential to a hazard.
“Stages of production, processing and distribution” means any stage, mcludmg

import, from and including the prir
storage, transport, sale or suppl
importation, production, manufactu
feed.

ry production of a food, up to and including its
to the final consmmer and, where relevant, the
, storage, transport, distribution, sale and supply of

“Traceability” mean the ability {o trace and follow a food, food-producing animal or

substance intended to be, or expech
stages of production, processing and

d to be incorporated into a food or feed, through all
distribution.

AW

In order to achieve the general objective of a high level of protection of human health and

life, measures applied under this Ac

t shall be based on risk assessment except where this

is not appropriate to the circumstances or the nature of the measure.

Risk assessment should be conducted in accordance with specific Regulations stating the
Principles Relating to the Role of Food Safety Risk Assessment and should incorporate

the four steps of the risk assessment, i.e. hazard identification, hazard characterization,

exposurs assessment and risk charac

rization.

Risk assessment shall be done using the available scientific evidence and undertaken in
an independent, objective and transparent manner.

The responsibility of conducting a 1it
risk management component in order

ok assessment shall be functionally separate from the
to ensure the scientific integrity of the assessment.

Experts responsible for risk assessment should be selected in a tramsparent manner on the

basis of their expertise, egperiencs,

angd their independence with regard to the interests
g




4‘6

involved. The procedures used tq select these experts should be documented including a
public declaration of any potentizl conflict of interest.

The scope and purpose of the particular risk assessment being carried out should be
clearly stated and in accordance with risk assessment policy.

Chapier Five: Risk Communication

31

52

Chapter Six: Risk Managenient

6.1 Risk Mansgement shall ensure that

6.2

The Working Principles of Risk |Analysis require that the risk apalysis process is fully
transparent and thoroughly documented and that the results are made available to all
stakeholders.

Risk communication shall ensure that:

»  the Government of the Republic of Liberia

p@rsogs respmzsii}}afmnsk management

6.1.1 Prevention and conirol measures taken to reduce, eliminate or avoid 2 risk to
health from the consumption of food shall take into account the resunlts of risk
assessment.

6.1.2 Such measures shall be effective, equitable and proportionate.

Risk management shall ensure that the appropriste prevention and confrol measures are
applied at the point of the feed and food supply chain where they can be most effective in
reducing or eliminating the risk

Chapter Seven: Activities Included in Risk Analysis

In addition to risk assessment, risk commmunication and risk management, risk acalysis shall

Ti

i

73

74

75

mciude the foiiowmg acthtx&s




7.6

Chapter Eight: Precautionary Principle

8.1

8.2

8.3

Chapter Nine: Transparency

g |

PART THREE: GENERAL REQUIRER

Chapter Ten: Food Safely Requirements

i8.1

Providing scientific and techni
Government, in relation to emerge

In specific circumstances where,

cal assistance, when requested to do so by the
ncy procedures referred to under Chapter 38 and 39,

following an assessment of available information, the

possibility of harmful effects on health is identified but scientific uncertainty persists, the

“Precautionary Principle” shall

be applied wherein provisional risk management

measures necessary fo ensure a hi

b level of health protection may be adopted, pending

further scientific information for ajmore comprehensive risk assessment.

Measures adopted on the basis of Section 1 shall be proportionate and no more restrictive
of internal or external trade than|is required to achieve an appropriate level of health
protection, regard being had to technical and economic feasibility and other factors

regarded as legitimate in the ma
within a reasonable period of tim

under consideration. The measures shall be reviewed
, depending on the nature of the risk to life or health

identified and the type of scientific information needed to clarify the scientific

mneertainty and to conduct 3 more

comprehensive risk assessment.

Where precautionary measures under Section 1 of this Chapter are implemented in good

faith and in accordance with Se
scientific uncertainty indicates that
Competent Authority shall not be
result of the measures.

ction 2 of this Chapter and subsequent removal of
they were not required o ensure health protection, the
held liable for any subsequent losses incurred as a

There shall be open and transparent public consultation, directly or through representative

bodies, during the preparation, ev

aluation and revision of risk management measures,

except where the urgency of the matter does not allow #t for the protection of consumer

bealth,

Without prejudice to the applica
2010, whers there are reasonable
risk for human or animal health,
that risk, public authorities shall

e provisions of the Freedom of Information Act of

ounds 1o suspect that a food or feed may present a
n, depending on the nature, seriousness and extent of
e appropriate steps to inform the general public of the

nature of the risk fo health, identifying to the fullest extent possible the food or feed, or

type of food or feed, the risk that
about to be taken to prevent, reducs

it may present, and the measures which are taken or
: or eliminate that risk.

HENTS FORFOOD SAFRETY

Foud shall not be placed on the market if it is unsafe.

16.2 Food shali be deemed to be unsafe if it is considered to be:

10.2.1 Injurious to healih;

11




183

164

i8s

186

7

— 113

mwmmdthztaﬁafﬁmiﬁedm he bat&,h&mmsigummissoaﬁ’emd,mm
following 2 detailed sssessment fncloding scientific festing, theye is po evidence that the
vest of the batch, lot or consigmment fails {o salisly the foed safety requirement.
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114 Feed which complies with specific regulations governing feed safety shall be deemed to
be safe insofar as the aspects covered by the specific regulations are concemed.

11,5 Conformity of a feed with specific provisions applicable to that feed shall not bar the
Competent authority from taking appropriate measures to impose resirictions on it being
placed on the market or to require|its withdrawal from the market where there are reasons
to suspect that, despite such conformity, the feed is unsafe.

Chapter Twelve: Regulations vegarding safety of fooed

At the request of the Competent Authority, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Agriculiure or
the Ministry of Commerce may by regulation make provisions for:

12.1 requiring, prohibiling or regulating the presence in food or feed of any specified
substance, or any substance of any specified class, and generally for regulating the
composition of food or feed;

122 securing that food is it for human consumption and meets such microbiological or other
standards as may be specified by or under the regulations;

12,3 requiring, prohibiting or regulating the use of any process or freatment in the preparation
of food or feed;

12.4 securing the observance of hygienic conditions and practices in connection with the
carrying out of commercial with respect to food and feed;

12.5 imposing requirements or prohibitions as to the labeling, marking, presenting or
advertising of food, the descriptions which may be applied fo food, and the language
used;

12.6 securing the observance of hygienic conditions and practices in connection with the
carrying out of commercial operations with respect to contact materials which are
intended to come into contact with food intended with human consumption;

12.7 the application of internal systems applied by food business operators for ensuring the
safety of food placed on the market by them;

12.8 ensuring that the safety measures applied to imported and exported food and feed are at
least equivalent to those foods produced within the Republic of Liberia;

12.9  prohibiting, or limiting subject to specified conditions ~—

12.9.1 the sale for hurnan consumption; or

13




i2.18

12.11

12.12

1213

1282 The vse in the manufact
derived from specific foo
place of origin, nature, su

Regulating the treatment and disp

12.16.2 Which fails to comply

ure of products for sale for such consumption of food
d or feed sources, however defined, whether by species,
bsequent freatient or other characteristic.

osal of any food —

the regulations; or

12.10.1 Which is unfit for hnﬁgonsmnpﬁon; or

12.16.3 Which, though not
prohibited from being so

For matters with respect to food
ensuring that such food or feed e
of the public health.

t for buman consumption, is not intended for, or is
1d for, such consumption.

or {eed as appears to be necessary for the purpose of
omplics with food safety requirements or in the interest

Prohibiting or regulating the p!%acing on the market of novel foods or for defining

procedures for approval prior o p

acing on the market of any such foods.

Matter relating to any other issues deemed necessary for the implementation of this Act.

PART FOUR: INTERMATIONAL TRADE

¥oon AND FEED

Chapter Thirteen: Imported Food and Feed

" Food and feed fmporied info the Republi
ﬁmmﬁwaxﬁmqunmmﬁsafﬂnsm‘x

Chapter Fourteen: Food and Feed exported from the Republic of Liberia

PART FOUR: LICENSING

the Republic of Liberia for placing on the market of
: food safety reguirements of this Act, umless
gling counlry or established by the laws in force

Chapter Fifteen: Licensing of Establishments

15.1

The Liberia Food Authority may
Chapter 12, the classes of establis
this Act.

nforce regulations made under the powers granted in
}Enent, which shall be subject to a license granted under

4




15.2

Chapter Sixteen: License Conditions

16.1

16.2

16.3

Chapter Seventeen: Suspension and €

A license granted in accordance

with Section (1) in respect of an establishment shall

authorize that establishment fo store, process, package or place food on the market for a
defined period and for such produpts and processes as may be specified in the license.

Every establishment requiring a

icense under this Act shall be subject to any general

operating and managemeni requirements which may be prescribed by the Authority,

including conditions refating fo:

16.1.1 The design, layout and (:oxlstmctimx of premises
16.1.2 The design and construction of any equipment used, including means of transport

16.1.3 The conduct of any person

entering area in which food or feed is handled

16.1.4 The design and application of internal system for ensuring the safety of food

placed on the market.

In specifying any conditions applied fo the award of 2 license the Authority may make

reference to existing legislation.

Where it is considered to be expe
any license granted in accordance
notice by the written order of the

ient for ensuring the safety of food, the conditions of
rith Chapter 1§ may be varied at any time and without
mpetent authority.

celiation of License

17.1 Any license granted in accordance with Chapter 15 may be suspended or cancelled at any

time and without notice by the wii
17.1.1 Where an establishment

n order of the comapetent authority:
venes this Act or any regulations made thersundoer

or in contravention of any of the conditions of the license.
17.1.2 Where such action is deemed necessary or expedient for the purpose of profecting

public health.

Chapter Eighteen: Fees for Award and Renewal of Licenses

181

18.2

183

An appropriate fee shall be payal

le to the Libena Food Authority in respect of each

application for a license and each subseguent application for renewal of a license granted

under Chapter 15 of this Act.

The schedule of fees shall be prescribed by the Liberia Food Authority and will be
published annually by the Competent Authority.

Fees veceived by the Liberia Food

\Authority under this Chapter will be used to cover the

costs or part of the costs of the official control of safety and quality of food and feed.

15




PART FIVE: SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES OF FOOD AND FEED BUSINESS
OPERATORS

Chapter Nineteen: General Responsibility for Safety of Food and Feed

19.1 Food and feed business opurators 2nd ostablisiomends at all stages of production,
processing and distribution i the busteesses under their cosdrol shall be responsible
for ensuring that foods or fecds to be placed on the market satisfy the requirements of this
Act and regulations made onder i which are relevant to their activities.

19.2 Food and feed business operators shall verify that such requirements are met.

Chapter Twenty: Responsibilities with respect {o food or feed not in compliance

necessary to frace a food or ed, cooperating in the action taken by pmduccrs
processors, manufacturers and the Competent Authority.

28.5 Food or feed business operators shall collaborate with the Competent Authority on action
o taken to avoid or reduce risks posed by a food or feed which they supply or have

supplied.
18




Chapter Twenty-one: Requirements for Traceability of Food and Feeds

211

212

213

214

21.8

The traceability of food, feed, food-producing animals, and any other substance intended
to be, or expected to be, incorporated into a food or feed shall be established at all stages
of production, processing and distribution.

Food and feed business operatorsishall be able fo identify any person from whom they
have been supplied with a food, feed, a food-producing animal, or any substance intended
to be, or expected to be, incorporated into a food or feed. To this end, such operators shall
have in place systems and procedures which allow for this information to be recorded and
made available to the Competent Authority on demand.

Food and feed business operators shall have in place systems and procedures to identify
the other businesses to which theirproducts have been supplied. This information shall be
made available to the Corapeient Authority on demand.

Food or feed which is placed on the market or is likely to be placed on the market shal]
be labeled or otherwise identified through relevant documentation or other information to
ensure ifs fraceability.

Iteros, which by reason of use shall come into contact with food or have a high likelihood
of getting into contact with food are covered by the rules of traceability described in this
Chapter.

*Chapier Twenty-tweo: Requirement for ¢ System to Conirel Food Safety Hazards

22.1

22.2

Food business operators and establishments shall implement a system of controls within
their operations based on the following principles:

22.1.1 Identification of food safety hazards associated with their products and processes,
and identification of critical points in their establishment on the basis of the
manufactaring processes used;

22.1.2 Establishing and implementing methods for mondtoring and checking such critical
points, and for taking corregtive actions to prevent or minimize the risk of hazards
arising;

22.1.3 Taking sampies for analysis for the purpose of checking, cleaning and disinfection
methods and for the pwpose of checking compliance with the food safety
requirements established by this Act and regulations made under this Act.

22.1.4 Keeping a written record jor a record register in an indelible fashion of the
preceding points with a wiew to making them available to the Competent
Autherity. The results of the different checks and test will be kept for a period of
at Jeast two years.

to Section 1 of this Chapter reveal the existence of a
th of consumers then the food will be considered to

17

If the results of the controls refe
significantly elevated risk to the h




be not in compliance with the food safety reguirements of this Act and shall be treated as

such under the provisions of Ch
PART SIX: REGULATIONS OF FOOB QU
Chapter Twenty-three: Scope of Regu

23.1 Operstors of food businesses and
food of any quality provided that

inclusive of this Act, and regulatio

232 Notwithstanding Section 1 of this

ter 20.

ITY

tion of Food Quality

consumers shall generally be permitted to buy and sell
the requirements of this Chapter and Chapters 19 to 22

ns under this Act are met,

Chapter, the Authority may enforce regulations relating

to the quality of food and feed where necessary:

23.2.1 to prevent:

232.1.1 Fraudulent or deceptive practices;
232312 The adulteration of food; and
232.13 Any other ?rzcﬁc&c which may mislead the final consumer.

23.2.2 To otherwise protect the economic interests of consumers

23.2.3 To allow consumers to make informed choices in relation to the foods they

consume,

23.2.4 Without prejudice to the economic interest of the final consumer, in the interesis

of iniroducing order to the
.23.3 Regulations introduced under this
23.3.1 Classification, grading and

23.3.2 Organoleptic properties an
23.3.3 Types and quantities of

marketing of food
Act may establish detailed requirements relating to the:
denomination of food

composition of food
mwaterials, additives and other materials used in the

primary production and processing of food
23.3.4 Nature of the technological procedure which are applied in primary production

and processing

23.3.5 Origin of the food or ingredients used in food
23.3.6 Any additional data or specific indications which should be specified in product
declarations, labels or such other documentation as deemed appropriate.

PART SEVEN: DECLARATIONS AND LABELING

Chapter Twenty-four: Labeling, False and misleading descriptions

241 Al pre-packaged foods shall be labeled.

242  The labeling and methods for labeling used must not:

24.2.1 Be such as could mislead the purchaser to a material degree, particularly:
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24.2

24.3

242.1.1  As to the characteristics of the foodstuff and, in particular, as to its
nature, identity, properties, composition, quantity, durability, origin or
provenance, mathod of manufacture or production;

24.2.1.2 By attributing to the foodstuff effects or properties which it does not
POSsess;

24.2.1.3 By suggesting that the foodstuff possesses special characteristics when
in fact all similar foodstufis possess such characteristics.

24.1.2 Subject to specific regulations as may be introduced regarding foodstuff for
particular nutritional uses, attribute to any foodsiuff the property preventing
treating or curing a human disease, or refer to such properties.

24.1.3 Be in a language other than English unless accompanied by 2 stateraent in English
of mformation required by this Act or regulations made thercunder.

The prohibitions or restrictions referred to in Section 1 shall also apply fo:

24.2.1 The presentation of foodstuffs, in particular their shape, appearance or packaging,
the packaging materials used, the way in which they are arranged and the setting
in which they are displayed;

24.2.2. Advertising.

Regulations shall be made to provide for:

24.3.1 Requiring certain information regarding food to be declared on the label where
the food is pre-packaged o by another means in the case of other food

24.3.2 Requiring certain information regarding other foods to be declared in any other
manner

24.3.3 Prohibiting specific claims or types of claim regarding food

24.3.4 Establishing common meapings of the name under which food is placed on the
market,

Chapter Twenty-five; Official Control of Safely of Food and Feed

231

252

Official control of safety of food and feed shall comprise one or more of the following
operations followed by any consequential actions under Chapter 33.

25.1.1 Inspection;

25.1.2 Sampling and analysis;

25.1.3 Medical examination and inspection of staff health and hygiene;

25.1.4 Examination of written and|documentary material;

25.1.5 Examination of the records described in Section 22.1.4;

25.1.6 Licensing of establishmentis under Chapter 15

The Liberia Food Authority established by Chapter 40 shall be the Competent Authority
responsible for the implementation of official controls under this Chapter.
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PART E1GHT: GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF INSPECTION
Chapter Twenty-six: Inspection
26.1 Inspections for official control ofisafety of food and feed shall be carried out:
26.1.1 Regulady and according to priorities determined by risk assessment;
26.1.2 Where non-compliance is suspected.
262 Inspections shall be carried out using means proportionate to the end to be observed.

26.3 Inspections shall cover all stages of production, manufacture, import into the Republic of
Liberia, export, processing, sto: transport, distribution and retail trade.

26.4 Wherever practicable, inspection shall be carried out without prior warning.

Chapter Twenty-seven: Content of Inspections
27.1 Inspections for official countrol and safety of food and feed shall include an on-site
investigation by an authorized offi e

oft

establishment;
2722 The reading of values recorded by measuring instruments installed by the



36.2 Condrol shall be undertaken through

Chapter Twenly-eight: Health and Hypiene Iuspection of Persons in Contact with Food
and Feed

Z8.1 Persons who handle food and fegd products or materials which come info contact with
them shall be subject to a hygiene inspection, including a periodic medical examination
with frequency and content to be prescribed by regulation.

28.2 The inspection referred in Section 1 of this Chapter shall establish whether such persons
comply with regulations concerning health status, personal cleanliness and clothing.

Chapter Twenty-nine: Sampling for Ldboratory Analysis

Samples of food and feed and other subsiances and materials used in the production, processing,
packaging and placing on the market of food and feed may be taken by the Competent Authority
for analysis to provide information for the purposes of official control of safety of food and fecd.

Part Ning: PROVISIONS FOR OrFiCIAL CONTROL OF Foop QUALITY

Chapter 30: Official Control of Food Qnality

30.1 Control shall comprise one or more of the following operations followed by any
consequential actions nnder Chapter 34.
30.1.1 Inspection;
30.1.2 Sampling and analysis;
30.1.3 Examination of written and documentary material.

vt the supply chain.
Chapter 31: General Principles of Inspection

31.1 Inspection for official control of food quality shall be carried out:

31.1.1 Regularly;
31.12 Where non-compliance is suspsacted.

31.2 Inspections shall be carried ont using meaus proportionate to the end to be observed.
31.3 Whenever practicable, inspections|shail be carried out without prior warning.

Chapter 32: Content of Inspections

32.1 Inspections for official control of food quality shall include an investigation by an
authorized officer of:
32.1.1 The composition of finished food products;
32.1.2 Veracity and compliance of labeling, declaration and claims regarding food;
32.1.3 Conditions of primary production and processing insofar as they relate to food

quality
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322 The operations enumerated in Section 1 may, where necessary, be supplemented by:

32.2.1 Interviews with the food business operator and with persons working for that
xmdcztakmg

by the Competent Authorily, with its own instruments,
alled by the undextaking;
itien and documentary materis! held by food and feed

32.3 Samples of food may be taken for the purposes of analysis to provide information for the
purposes of official control of feoifuaﬁty.

Part TEN: GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR OFFICIAL CONTROL OF FOOD

Chapter Thirty-three: Action in Case of Contraventions

34.1 The Food Authority shall prepate an annual program of official conirol activities,

specifying: ]
© 34.1.1 The number and type of i ions to be carried out;

34.1.2 The criteria applied in drawing up the program.

342 The Food Authority will prepare an annual report on official conirol activities,
specifying:
34.2.1 The number and type of inspections carried out in relation fo the program;
342.2 The number and type of inﬁmgements identified; and
34.2.3 Actions taken in the case ofjnon-compliance.

344 The annual program and annual reports of the Food Authority shall be subject to the
approval of the Board.

- 345 The annual programs and annual plans approved under this Chapter shall be published by

the Food Authority.
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Chapter Thirty-five: Laboratory Analysis of Samples

35.1 Samples collected for analysis under Chapter 29 and 35 for the purpose of official control
shall be analyzed by an official testing laboratory designated by the Food Authority.

35.2 Official testing laboratories may be either private or public sector bodies.

353 Samples collected under Chapter 20 and 35 for the purpose of official control shall be

selected and transmitted to the official iaboratory by an authorized officer of the Food
Authority or a body to which responsibilities have been delegated.

354  The costs of the analyses will be borne by the Food Aunthority or the body to which
responsibilities have been delegated

355  The Food Authority shall maintain and publish a list of the official testing laboratories
authorized for different types of analysis in connection with office control. This lst shall
be published annually in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Liberia.

FARY ELEVEN: OFFICIAL TESTING AND REFERENCE LABORATORIES

Chagpter Thirty-six: Accredifation of Official Testing Laboratories

36.1 The official testing Iaboratories nominated by the Competent Authority for the purposes
of analysis in support of official control must comply with the General Requirements for
the Competence of Calibration and Testing Laboratories laid down in ISO Standard

. 17025.

362 Detailed regulations for the assessment and accreditation of official testing Iaboratories
will be established by international standards and the pational quality infrasttucture.

36.3 The accreditation and assessment of testing laboratories referred to in this Chapter may
relate to individual tests of groups of tests.

364 The testing laboratorics nominated by the Competent Authority will participate in

appropriate proficiency testing schemes.

365 Any devishion in the way in which stamedand referred o In Section 1 is appliod shell be
appropriate and shall be adopted only with the specific approval of the Competent
Anthority.

Chapter Thirty-seven: Nomination of Reference Laboratories

'37.1  For each test required for the purposes of official contral of food and feed safety or food
quality, the Competent Authority responsible for official control shall nominate one
laboratory as a reference laboratory for that test.
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372 Reference laboratories nominated under this Chapter shall be responsible for the
following duties:

37.2.1 Advising the Compel oratocic
wﬁosclaskﬁgsmeon&m am!ysesforﬁmpmpnsegfgﬁ;c@m;

_ e, mﬁﬁiﬂ%ﬁmo&: of traing Mu&hﬁrsewim,

eafuries in respect of the technical standards and

38.2 During periods of economic “down furns” there is the tendency to engage in undesirable
food safety practices along the food chain. As emergency preparedness moasures, Government
shall:

38.2.1Strengthen collaborative mechanisms to address the current approach to food safety
in times of disasters and emergencies;

38.2.2 Adonitor food safety standar ds by applying appropriate risk assessment measures;

38.23 Provide the necessary resources to address basic food safety requirements during
disasters/emergencies;

38.2.4 Develop appropriate food safety systems to address emerging food safety risks.

Chapter Thirty-nine: General Pian for Crisis Management

wmﬁcﬂarsiakdmhimsmybeim%d,bas&dm
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ParT THIRTEEN: FOOD AUTBORITY

— Chapter 48: The Feod Authority

40.1

40.2

406.3

40.4

Chapter 41: Organization of the Author]

41.1

Chapter 42: Composition, Appointment

42.1.

42.2

42.3

expertise are both considered. This
food safety crisis.

committee would meet as necessary in the case of a

OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

It is herchy established under this Act, an anfonomous agency to be known and cailed

The Food Authority of Liberia.

The Authority is a legal person established under the Executive Branch of the

Government of Liberia.

The Authority shall be financed from the national budget, by fees charged for approval of

establishments and from grants, ai

and the like.

The Anthority reports to the President of the Republic of Liberia

The Authority shall comprise:

41.1.1 A Board of Directors;

ity

41.1.2 A Director General and his or her staff;
41.1.3 A Stakeholder Consultative Foran;
41.1.4 An independent Scientific Commitfce.

end Terms of Board of Directors

The Board of Directors shall be comprised of seven (7) members appointed by the

President, and shall include:
42.1.1 Chatrperson

42.1.2 Director General of the Au
42.1.3 Cne representative of prim
42.1.4 One representative of the to
42.1.5 One representative of the
42.1.6 One representative of a Co

ority

food producers

ism and hospitality sector

rt and distribution sector
215’ Association

42.1.7 One representative 1o be chosen by the President

Members of the Board of Directors
be renewed once.

shall have a term of office of three years, which may

The Board of Directors may invite other individuals of recognized prestige and scientific

and technical competence to partici
be without voling rights.

pate in the work of the Board. Such individuals will
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Chapter 43: Criteria for Appointment|of Board of Directors Members

43.1 In considering the appointment o
shall:
43 1.1 T o account the need®
bolding 2 valid foterest in the sal
range of skills and expericoce is

the Board of Directors of the Authority, the President

c&ﬁa@éandﬁmisandm&mmgﬁaﬁanappmpnaﬁe

43.1.2 Consider whether any pe
interest which is likely to prejudic

on it is proposed to appeint has any financial or other
e the exercise of his duties.

Chapter 44: Dutlies of the Board of Directors
44.1 The Boand of Directors shail:

44.1.1 Make decisions by a majority of its members, with the Chairperson having the

casting vote

44.1.2 Appove and »dopd ternal roles of the Authority 2nd s
emnpmcmpaﬁsmdmﬁmg s awnm}mafpmoeéme

4413 &M the Authornt Eiirs bl Iﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ which SM%S the nrocedure for
drawring up aod & the Anthority”s budget for finsncing from the State
Budget.

44.1.4 Meet at the invitation of the Chairperson or the Director General or at the request
of at least one third (%4) of s members.

. 44.1.5 Ensure that the Authority carries out its functions and performs the tasks assigned

to it under this Act.
year. B shall slso adopt 2 rovi

A4 37 Exzmzc ﬁw& wwork pmgxm <

reguiation of the Auﬂ:mrity. .
44.1.16 Define a code of ethics for authorized officers and members of Competent
Authorities which inter aliz defines conflicts of personal and professional interest.

442 The Authority shall provide the Secretagat to the Board.
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Chapter 45: Director General

45.1

45.2

453

454

45.5

45.6

45.7

Chapter 46: Scientific Compmittes

46.3

The Director General and Deputy Director General will be appointed by the President
atter consideration and interview of a list of qualified candidates selected and proposed
by the Board of Directors, the Minister of Health and the Minister of Agriculture,
following a call for expression from candidates published in the national media.
The tenure of Director General and Deputy Director General will be for 2 period of five
(5} years which shall be rencwabiel,
The Director General and Deputy Director General may be removed from office by a
majority of the Board of Directors,
The Director General shall be the lepal representative of the Authority and shall be
responsible for:
45.4.1 The day-to-day administration of the Authority;
45.4.2 Drawing up a proposal for the Authority’s work program;
45.4.3 implementing the work programs and the decisions adopted by the Board of
Directors;
45.4.4 Ensuring the provision of appropriate scientific, technical and administrative
support for the Scientific Committee and the Scientific Pavels;
45.4.5 Ensuring that the Authority camries out its tasks in accordance with the
requirements of this Act;
45.4.6 The preparation of the statement of revenue and expenditure and the execution of
the budget of the Authority]
454.7 Ensuring that the Authority is adequately staffed for the performance of its
functions; ,
45.4.8 Developing and maintaining contact with relevant ministries and agencies.

Each year, the Director General shall submit to the Board of Directors for approval:

45.5.1a draft annual report covering sl the activities of the Authority for the previous
year;

45.5.2 Draft programs of work;

45.5.3 The draft annual accounts for the previous year;

45.5 4 The draft budget for the comi

The Director General shall, follo
annual report and the programs,
Government.
The Director General shall approve

year.

ing adoption by the Board of Directors, publish the
accounts and budget and shall suybmit them to

all financial expenditure of the Authority and report

on the Authority’s activities to the Board of Directors.

The Scientific Committee shail be
opinions of the Authority, includin
information and research directed
safety risks.

esponsible for developing and proposing the scientific
o the assessment of food safety risks, and requesting
at providing information for the assessment of food
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462 The Scieatific Commiltes will adopt #s working procedures, in rebution fo the preparation
ofmﬁzﬁcogmmmmaﬁms o ﬁmdmﬁfmdwfdy 'I‘hmmcmhnmshaﬂbc in

xz of the working groups of the Scientific Commitiee

mﬁmpom’&i{&yof naf experts being incleded in those wodking groups;
46.2.4 The possibility of observers being invifed fo mectings of the Scientific Commitiee

and the working
46325 The pemﬁ)ﬂity of o t:.;‘:m.p gmbﬁs !w&rings.

e P L SEEEIN L D m%g{mmqﬂlnmid@wm faiE
oEs &Smmﬂﬁc@mmﬁmﬂmm&cﬁm

46.7 The Scientific Committee shall provide an opinion by a majority of their members.
Minority opinions shall be recorded.
46.8 The representatives of the Food Authority shall be entitled to be present in the meetings
of the Scientific Committee and the working groups. If invited to do so, they may assist
for the purposes of clarification or information but shall not seek to influence discussions.
Chapter 47: Scientific Opinions
47.1 The Scientific Committee shall issue a scientific opinion:
47.1.1 At the request of the Board of Directors, in respect of any matter within its
. mission and in all cases where national legislation makes provision for the
Scientific Committee to be ulted;

47.1.2 On its own initiative, on mai;crs falling within its mission.
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472

£7.3

474

Chapter 48: Diverging Scientific Opini

48.1

48.2

Requests referred to in Section

47.1 above shall be accompanied by background

information explaining the scientific issue fo be addressed.

The Scientific Committee shall issue scientific opinions within the time limit specified in
the requests for opinions, except in duly justified circumstances.

Where different requests are made on the same issues or where the request is not in

accordance with Section 47.2, or

is unclear, or where it has already delivered an opinion

on a specific topic and it concludes that there is no new information to be considered, the

Scientific Commitice may either
opinion i consulfation with the
given fo the Board of Directors.

refuse or propose amendments fo a reguest for an

Director General. Justification for any refusal shall be

L )

The Scientific Committee shall exercise vigilance in order to identify at an early stage

any potential sowrce of divergen
opinions issued by other bodies
Liberia or elsewhere.

Where the Scientific Commitiee

ce between iis scientific opinions and the scientific
carrying out similar tasks whether in the Republic of

identifies a potential source of divergence, it shall

contact the body in guestion {o ensure that ali relevant scientific information is shared and
in order to identify potentiaily confentious scientific issues.

Chapter 49: Stakekolder Consultative Forum

%

49.1

45.2

4.3

5.4

48.5

The Stakeholder Consultative Fo
twenty-four {24) representatives ¢
the safety of food and feeds.

The members of the Stakeholder ¢
Directors from a list of candidate
for expressions of interest in roem|

Members of the Board of Direg

Government of Liberia may not
Forum. However, the Director Ge
Consuliative Forum.

rum shall be composed of between twelve (12) and

»f organizations and groups holding a valid interest in

Consultative Forium shall be appointed by the Board of
s following publication in the national media of 2 call
bership of the Forum.

tors, the Scientific Commitiee or employees of the
be voting members of the Stakeholder Consultative
neral shall be an ex-officio member of the Stakeholder

The Stakeholder Consuliative sh
duties nnder this Act, in particul
program. The Director General

advise the Director General in the performance of his
in drawing up a proposal for the Awuthority’s work
ay also ask the Stakeholder Consultative Forum for

advice on the priorities of requests| for scientific opinions.

The Stakeholder Consuliative Fo

i shall constitite 8 mechanism for an exchange of

information on potential risks and the pooling of knowledge. It shall ensure close
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cooperation between the Authority and organizations and groups holding a valid inferest
in the safety of food and feeds.

49.6

4.7

458

89

4918 The Stakeholder Consultative Forum may invite representatives from other relevant
bodies to take part to pmﬁcipatg in the work of the Forum. Such individvals will be
without voting rights.

Chapter 50: Fees and Expenses

582 Members of the Scientific Co ¢ shall receive & fee for their services and shall be
reimbursed for their expenses in undertaking responsibilities on behalf of the Authority.

583 Amounts of expenses and fees paid by the Authority to named individuals participating in
the Board of Directors, the Stakeholder Consuliative Forum, the Scientific Commities
shall be stated in the annual accounts of the Authority.

PART FOURTEEN: POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMPETENT
AUTHORITY

Chapter 51 Authorized Officers

51.1 The Competent authority may authorize any public officer to act as an suthorized officer
for the purposes of implementing the responsibility of the competent authority under this
Act.
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51.2

513

The powers of the authorized officer shall be limited to the jurisdiction of the competent
authority by which he/she is authorized.

The Competent authority shall issue 1o every person authorized 1o act as an authorized
officer a certificate of his authori

Chapter 52: Powers of Authorized Officers

52.1

52.2

52.3

524

52.8

Ax guthorized officer may:

52.1.1 At any reasonable hour or whenever works is in progress in any establishment and
search that establishment for the purposes of determining the existence, nature
and extent of any trade or business in food or feed.

52.1.2 Examine any food or feed product in any establishment to which he believes this
Act applies, take samples thereof and examine anything which he believes is used
ar capable of being used for the preparation of any food or feed.

52.1.3 Stop search or detain any vehicle, vessel or aircraft in which he believes that any
food or feed to which this Act applies Is conveyed, examine the food or feed and
take savaples thereof]

52.1.4 Open and examine any receptacle or package which he believes contains any food

or feed to which this Acts
52.1.5 Call for any books, docum,
contain any information

plied, examine the article and tske samples thereof
ents or other records in any medivm which he believes
ievant to the enforcement of this Act wiih respect fo

any food or feed, make copies thereof and take extracts therefrom;

52.1.6 Seize and detain for such time as may be necessary, any food or feed by means of,
or in relation to which, hefshe believes the Act, or the conditional of an approval
issued under this Act, have been confravened;

52.1.7 Exercise any other lawful functions assiguned to him/her by the Competent

Authority.

An authorized officer shall in the

sxercise of hisfher powers under Section (1) if required

by any person affected thereby, product his cextificate of authority issued by him/her

under Chapter 51.

An authorized officer shall release any food or feed seized by him/her under Section (1)
of this Chapter where he/she is satisfied that the provisions of this Act in relation to the
food or feed have been complied with.

Where any authorized officer is unable to obtain the consent required under Section (4)

for the destruction or disposal of

the food or feed referred to under that section, he/she

may after the issue of writfen notice to the owner or the person in whose possession the
food or feed was at the time of seizure, arrange for the destruction or disposal of the food

or feed.

Where an authorized officer is ungﬁe 1o obtain the consent reguired under Section 4 for

the destruction or disposal of the £

od or feed referred to under that Scction, he/she may
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518

52.7

52.8

after the issue of wriiten notice tq the owner or the person in whose possession the food
or feed was at the time seizure, amange for the destruction or disposal of the food or feed.

The owner or occupier or person in charge of any establishment entered into by an
authorized officer pursuant to Section 52.1 or any employee found therein or any person
who when requested to give informpation or any assistance to an authorized officer:

52.6.1 Fails to give the information or assistance reasonably requested; or
52.6.2 Kaowingly makes any ent which he knows or believes to be false or does
not believe to be true is guilty of an offense under the Penal Laws of Liberia.

an authorized officer in the execution of his fumctions

Any person who willfully obstru
uader the Penal Laws of Liberia.

under this Act is guilty of an off

n permission of an authorized officer, removes, alters

Any person who without the wri
or feed seized under this Act is guilty of an offense

or interferes in any way with any
under the Penal Laws of Liberia.

Chapter 53: Duties and Responsibilities of Authorized Officers and Members of Competent

- Authorities

532

533

ndivideal business which is obteined by the Competent

ficial control under this Chapter, or of risk analysis,
shall, without the previous consent in writing of the person carrying on the business, be
disclosed except:
53.1.1 In accordance with directions of the Director General, so far as may be necessary

for the purposes of the Act; or

53.1.2 For the purposes of any proceedings for an offense against the order or any report
of those proceedings; and any| person who discloses any such information in
coniravention of this Section shall (be guilty of an offense under Chapter 12 of the Penal
Law of Liberia.

Any suthorized officer or member of a Competent Authority who becomes aware of 2
conflict between his personal and professional interests defined in accordance with
Section 44.1.10 shall Hmit his professional duties so as to reduce or eliminate such

conflict.

In the case of a conflict of interest involving the head of a Competent Authority, the
declaration shall be made to the .
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PART FIFTEEN: OFFENSES AND DEFENSES

Chapter 54: Offenses

54.1

54,2

54.3

Chapter 55: Due Dilipence Defense

Any person who contravenes the provisions of this Act shall be guilty of an indictable
offense under the Laws of Liberia.

Where this Act defines an offense|not already described in the existing Laws of Liberia,
they shall be subject to a fine not exceeding US$25,000.00 or imprisonment not
exceeding five years or both..

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as precluding a party injured by a viclation of this
Act from seeking civil remedy uz}df-:r the Iaws of Liberia.

mreceedings for an of
be 3 defense for the person charg

and exercised all doe dilipence o 8
person under hisher mﬁ.
582
5522 mm it info the Repulilic
: defense under Section 1 if befshe satist Tune
35.2.3 the commission of ihe offense was cﬁm’: fg} an MW delsall of another parson who
was not under hisher control, or to reliance on information supplied by such a
persoiy; and
55.2.4 That he carried out all such checks of the food in question as were reasonable in
ail the circumstances, or that it was reasonable in all the circumstances for him to rely on
checks carried out by the person who supplied the food to him.
Chapter 56: Appeals
56,1 Whete the Competent Authority has taken action to ensure that an aileged contravention

is corrected by a food or feed business operator, the food or feed business operator may
appeal on the basis that:

56.1.1The act or omission in qnestifz does not contravene the provisions of this Act.

56.1.2 The measures taken by the Competent Authority are not proportionate to the

confravention.

56.1.3 That in the case of food destroved or disposed of under Chapter 53(5), that the

food was not unfit for human consumption.
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562 The onus of proof in the case of appeal is on the food or feed business operator.

PART SIXTEEN: NOMINATION OF COMPETENT AUTHORITY

Chapter 57: Nemination of Competent Authority

57.1

§7.2

5§73

574

578

In respect of risk analysis, risk communication and risk management in relation to the
safety of food and feeds, the Competent Authority is the Food Authority.

In respect of official control in relation to the safety of food and feed, the Competent
Authority is the Food Authority.

In respect of official control at the|level of primary production and subsequent processing
of food regarding regulations governing food quality under this Act, the Competent
Authority is the Food Authority.
In respect of official control at retail level regarding regulations governing food quality
under this Act, the Competent Anthority is the Food Authority.

The Competent Authority nominated by this Chapter may delegate some or all of their
responsibilities to another public body subject to:
57.5.1 Authorization of the Board, after taking the advice of the Food Control Advisory
Commitiee specified in Chapter 58.
57.5.2 Clear definition of the scope of delegation
57.5.3 Adeguate arrangements being in place for the monitoring of the implementation of
the defegated responsibilities, including the preparation of annual inspection plans and
reports according to Chapter 34 which are subject to the approval of the delegating
authority.

Chapter 58: Food Control Advisory Committee

58.1

There is hereby established the Food Control Advisory Committee with the responsibility
for: ‘
58.2.1 monitoring and implementation of food and feed laws and regulations with & view

to ensuring that they meet national objectives and comply with international

commitments
58.2.2 Advising the Government $f the Republic of Liberia on the performance of the
Food Authority and its structures, including the delegation of responsibility to other
bodies under Section 57.5.
58.2.3 Advising the Government of the Republic of Liberia on policy with regard to food

safety and guality matters.
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58.2 The composition of the Food Cox

trol Advisory Commitiee shall include the Ministers of

Health, Agriculture, and Commerce and Industry.

58.3 'The publication of regulations in
quality under this Act shall be uy

Food Control Advisory Committes.

respect of food and feed safety and in respect of food
dertaken by the Authority, subject to the advice of the

584 The Authority will provide secrete}ria‘c services to the Food Control Advisory Commitiee.

PART SEVENTEEN: TRANSITIONA]

Chapter 59: Transition

L PROVISIONS

The Inter-Ministerial Food Safety Emeréemy Committee mentioned in Chapter 39, headed by
the Minister of Heaith shall immediately tipon the passage of this Act convene as the organizing
committee of the Liberia Food Authority. The first order of business shall be the nomination of

candidates for the Board of Directors,
appointment.

to mnciude the Director General to the President for

Deputy Director General for Techni

Administration. The Deputy Director G
Deputy and shall oversee the Departien
Consumption Services. The Deputy Di
LDepartments of Administration; Finance;

The Organizing Committee shall determi

voand candidates for
Services and Deputy Director General for
eral for Technical Services shall be the Principal
of Food; Beverages; International Trade; and Final
tor General for Administration shall oversée the
d Logistics.

units and personnel and assets of their agencies to be

incorporated into the Food Authority at ity formation, who shall remain on the payroll during the

fransition.

The transition would be completed within

Article 60: Effective Date

the period of a single year.

This Act takes effect immediately upon publication info handbills.

ANY LAWS TO THE CONTRARY NOT

WITHSTANDING
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-2019-

SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH
LEGISLATURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

HOUSE’S ENGROSSED BILL NO. 28 ENTITLED:

“AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 28 OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW
OF 1972 TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
LIBERIA FERTILIZER REGULATORY DIVISION WITHIN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULT ”

On Motion, Bill read. On motion, the Bill was adopted
on its first reading and sent to committee Room on
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 @ 12:48 G.M.T.

-2019-

SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

SENATE’S ENDORSEMENT TO HOUSE’'S ENGROSSED BILL
NO. 28 ENTITLED:

“AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 28 OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW
OF 1972 TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
LIBERIA FERTILIZER REGULATORY DIVISION WITHIN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE”

On Motion, the Bill was read. On Motion, the Bill was
adopted on its first reading and sent to committee
room on Thursday, May 30, 2019 @ 13:15 G.M.T.

On motion, Bill taken from the Committee Room for its
second reading, On motion, under the suspension of the
rule, the second reading of the Bill constituted its third
and final reading and the Bill was adopted, passed into
the full force of the law and ordered engrossed today,
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 @ 13:28 G.M.T. during its
Regular Session.
? el D

%

CHIEF CLE&KK, HOUSE OF REPRESENT ATIVES, R.L.

On Motion, Bill was taken from the Committee room
for its second reading. On Motion, under the
suspension of the rule, the second reading of the Bill
Constituted its third and final reading and the Bill was
adopted, passed into the full force of the law and
ordered engrossed today, Thursday, August 29, 2019

@14:22 G.M.T.
P

SECRETARY, LIBERIAY SENATE, R.L.
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ACT” |
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