PARLIAMENTARY RECORD No 7

REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
LAWY
ON THE PROTECTION OF PLANT VARIETIES
AND SEED CULTIVATION

FIRST SECTION
GENERAL PROVYISIONS

Anticle k. Purpose of the Law

1. The goal of the law is law-based regulation of Lhe relations of natural and legal
persons in creating and researching plant vacietics, n propagating and disseminaling
their sceds and scedlings.

2. This Law shall be applicd for the protection of 1he registered varicties of plants
grown, propagated and disseminated in the Republic of Lithuania, and the rights of their
authors and owners.

Article 2. The Baslic Concepts Employed In the Law

1. Varlety denotes a newly - created or a genetically stable group of plants growiag
freely in natura) habitat surroundings, marked by the same (related) biofogical and
economic characleristics, maintained through plant propagation by generative or
vegetative means, differing from other varieties of the same plant by at least, one clearly
identifiable or describable characteristic. A varicty may be represeated also by one plant
or a part thereaf, it this part may be used to abltain a complete plant of that variety. The
categories of a variety include clones, lines, ficterozygous hybrids of the first geaeration
and populations.

2. Seed and secdlings denole plants or the parts thercof, used in restoring and
propagating the plants of the same variety.

3. Author of a vaviety means one or more persons, who have created a new variety,
or have idcatificd a new one among the plants growing freely in their natiral habitat
surroundings, which meets the requirements contained in Anticle 9 of this Law.

4. Owner of a variety denotes a natuval or legal pevson, who has been awarded the
rights of awnership in accordance with the requirements of Acticle 4 of this Law.

3. Register of Plant Vacleties denotes the records of plant varieties registeced and
protected in the Republic of Lithuania. .

6. License Agreement denotes a wrilten agreement with a patural or legal person,
granting thesc the sight to use the varicty for propagation and dissemination of iIs secds
and secdlings.

7. Seed Certificate is a document certifying the names of the seed kind and varicty,
category (repreduction), the weight of the seed shipment and indices of sced quality.
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8.Seedling Certificate is a docurnent contairing the aames of the seedling kind and
variely, category (repraduction), amount of the secdling shipncent (units), (units) and
quality indices. : ’

9. Pbytosanitary Certificate denoles a document denoting the phytosanitary condition
of plant production.

Article 3. State Management of Seed Cultivation and Protection of Plant Varieties

1. Taking into accouat the specilicity of this work, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forest Economy (amended 10 Junc 1997) shall implement the state management of seed
cultivation ard protediion of plant varieties in the Republic of Lithuania.

2. Tke Centre for State Rescarch ol Plant Varieties (further - Centre for Varicly
Research), which belongs to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forest Economy (amended
10 June 1997) sphere of regulation, shall segister $ac new varietics of plants, issuc
proteclion docurents of varielies, perform plant value rescarch and other functions
denoted in this Law. ’

3. Taking into account the specilicity of this work, the structure of all of the state
management services of seed cultivatioa, shall be established by the Ministry of Agriculture
and Forest Economy (amended 10 June) .

4. The services of state managemenl of seed cullivation and plant varicty protection
shall be supported from the State Budget.

Article 4. The Author and Owner of the Varety

1. Oue or several natural persons, who have created orideutificd a new variety from
the planis frecly growing in natural habitat surroundings, shall be considesed the author
of the variety.

2. In accordarce with this Law, the owner of the variety may be:

1) a natural person, who has independently created or identified a new variety from
the planis frecly growing in their natural habitat, or by having participated in its creation
or selection prooess, with the exception of the instances indicated in item 2 Part 2;

2) a legal person (science or learning institution, seed cultivation firm, enterprise or
another organisations), where one or several natural persons created or identified a new
variely, in acoordance with a work contract or in the petformance of their office dutics.
In this instaace, a natural person, namely the author, shall have the right to a portion of
the income (no less than 3 per cent), received by the owner of a variety for the sale of
variety seed or scedlings or a licence for the propagalion thereof;

3) a suooessor or heir to the rights of variety ownership from a natural or legal person.

Article S. Name of the Varlety

1. A name shall be given to a newly-created or identificd varicly. [t must be original,
short (not to exceed two words), non regelitive and in keeping with the requirements of
international plant nomenclature, The name of a variely may not consist of numbers
solely, be misleading, and the same as that of plant varieties of the same kind and refated
kinds.

2.1 the name being proposed in an application lo register a new name, submittedto
the Centre for Variety Research, fails to meel the aforementioned requirements, the
Centre for Variely Research shall have the right to demaad to have it changed.
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3. The rogistered e of the vanicly shall remain, fulbowing the expisation of ik
prsection term, Ta cases of exceplion, fhe mume may be changed, provided the Centre
for Viriety Reseanch agrecs with thd

SECOND SECTION
REGISTRATION OF A NEW YARIETY. FROTVECTION OF VARIETIES

Antlcle 6 Sehimicsion of an Application for Registration of & New Virlely

1. An applicaticnwhich is a wrillon roqued $o regisler a new vanety, thallbe submitied
to the Centic for Variely Research. The owner of the variety from any state or an
anthosised representative of the ownes shall have 1he cighl 10 submil such an application,
1t the vanicty belongs 1o sevoral owress, one application shall be sbmated

L The: Minsiatey of Agriculture and Foresl Foomomy (amended 10 June 1997) shall
establish g st of appiication documents and the procedure of (heir submission,

. The submission of am agplication bo the Cenlie bor Varicly Rescarch shall mot
lamsit the right of an wemcr bo wbmil an applicdion to segister A wew varicty to an
appeopdiale institution of another state. “The same pame shall be used for the vasicty in
the submitting of applications to mgisier the same vadety in ssveral places.

Artlcle 7. The Priority of an Apglicativa

L. The priority of submitting an applicalion to register a new variely shall be
established in accordarce with the bime of subenission. The ownar of a variety shall have
the sight lo submit a fist applecation in any state.

2 If prior to submitting the spplication 1o the Cenre for Variety Rescach bo rogister
a new vanctly, an application bad been submitted (o megister the same variely in one of
the states who are members of the Tntemationad Convention on the Protaction of New
Varietics, the priority datc shall be acooeded to the fiest application, per request of the
spplicant. In this exie, the application must be ssbmitied o the Centre for Variety
Rescarch, nolater thamduring a 12-month period from subenimsion of (s ot application,
while » copy of i, authonised by the responsible institutions of the cormaponding slate
(Ineduding & tranalai’on info the Lithusnisn language), shall be submitted no laker that
within a 3-month perled lrom the submissian of this application.

Acticle §. Expent [avestigation of the Application

1. The Ceatre for Visicly Mesearch shall perform am expent eaaminaiion of the
application within s 1-month period. Priority of the application shall be established, noul
an asscssmend shall be made of whether requirements aro being met by the name of the
varicly and all of the submitted documends shall be vedilicd

2, Following accepiance of the application, the applicant shall be advise d ol this aed
this shall also be pubsished |a oo of the agricultural newspapess og josmals, or o @
special edition.

3. Every ilcrosiod porson may cxpress bis clajens W the Cenlre for Vancty Rescarch,
within 3 months of the gublication of such infarmation, in the press. The Ceatee for
Variety Reseprch must examyine these within a 2-maath petiod and issee s swbstantialed
explanation to the applicant, inwrlting
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Artiche 9. The Conditbons far the Reglsiratbon of a New Varlely

1. The variety shallbe registeed upon establishing that it meeks the requirgmeals of .
newness, Cistinctivencss, similanity and stobility.

2. The vasiety shall bx regasded &3 new il

1) up to the me an applicalios = submitied o the Centre for Varicly Research, ia
order to roglster a mow varicty, the secds and seodlings o1 olher plant parts havs not been
sobdor etherwisc used foe ruore ias | year in the Republic of Lithus nks wilh pemmission
of the cwacr, ccepling | instances, when this was being dooe for the purpose of sclentific
experimmentation or kar the creation of a stock of the propugsted matorial;

2) wp ko the time an applicationwas submilied to the Centre for Varicty Rescarch or
was othensise being deseminaled on the territory of any other stale wilh b peanbsion
of the owner, [or more thas:

a) 6 yeary, if 1hese were woody plants;

b) 4 years, if these were other plants.

3. Avariery shall be decmod xcdusive, if it shall Jifler by oae moticeahle echarscteskatic
at heast from Uie otber vagiclics, known o e tinse the application was submitted, The
varbely shall be regardead as known, i it appears on the offickal lists of variclies of any
other slate or else, il an application has been whoilted o register it in the Repubilic of
Lithuania or olher countiies, The charsctes stics by which the varicty differs from olhers,
miust be such Usat it would be possible to describe them ascuralely and to recognise them.

4. A variety shall be decmcd as meeting the requirerments of unformity, when all of
the plants belonging Lo this variety possess the characteristion, particalar o that vericly
and arc alike, with the crocplion of permitled deviations, related o the characleristics of
propagation and propertics of the plant vasiety.

5. A variety shall be deemed stable if upon propagalion, he basie characie ristics
owtlined in the prescribed mancer in ihe applicslion for regisiration, remain ln the
description of the varkcty.

Article 10. Research in the Novelty, Exclusiveness, Similarity and StablUny

of & Variely and the Reglatration thereol

1. The Centre for Vasicty Rescarch shall carry on sesearch i the aovelty,
exclusiveness, similarity and stabiliey of a varicty. This centre may also avadl itself of the
services of experts, aplicant and appropriate sclentific institutions and erganisation of
tlse Repwbilic uf Lithusnia and ather states.

2. Haviog estabilished the fact 13at a vasiety meets the eriterin of movelly, excluviness,
similarity and stabilicy, the Centre for Variety Reseanch shall record it within a 1- nsoath
period, under the proposed name, in the Register of Plast Varetics of the Republic of
Lithuania (fusther - Register of Plasl Varicties), usder the proposed name, and isave o
Centificate of Ownerhip of the variety to the owner and a Cestification of Authorship of
the variety W0 the authos,

Article 11, The Begliter of Plunt Varisties

1. The Register of Plant Vasietics shall be the fusdanseatal record document of the
vasiebies of plants, registered and protected in the Republs of Lithuania

2. The Regisicr of Plants shall contain the name of s varicty, its owner, authar,
dusation of the varicty’s protection and i also 1o indhade sl of the changes regarding

5
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nanc changes of the onneror the vancty, issuance of Brense s, concellation of penewal of
e vaziety's regiatr slion,

3. The Register of Plust Vacelies shall inckade sll of the now vanictics of plants
creadcd or ibentific d in the Republic of Lithvaania afier the coming into clfect of Lhis Law
sod 3o the plant varichics crcated aad desgnated as suitable for cestala segions, and
varscties of plamts creatod b Lithysa s being rescarchod al the Ceailre for Viariety Reseanch
# the time of coming info elfect of i Law.

4. Following submission of 1 wrtien application, documents abiesting the rights of
ownciilip ard registration of the vancty in ooc of The stites, a detailed deserniption of the
variely aed, upon paymest of the praper foe o the Centre for Viuizty Research, the
plant varie Uos coeated on identified in other siates, shall alio be recarded in the Register
of Plant Variclics and their protection asssred.

Article |2, ‘The Froteciion of Variety, Owoerahip Cortificate and Asiboriblp
Certfieallon Ducument

1. Variety protection by culdoos plants, llowers and other Borbaceous plarts thall
e valid bua 25 years, while that of (ruit trees, deoorative and ather woody plants, for 30
years The lerm of itsvalidity shall commence from the time (8 ls resorded inlthe Register
of Pland Varictics. The Centre for Varicty Rescach may extend the duration of the
protection berm, however (his s act lo exceed & period of § pears.

2. The ownesship cortificale of a variety shall be lssued 8o & natueal or Jegal person,
wha has creatod o kicatficd a new vasicly. In cases wherein the vasicly belongs %0 sevural
owncrs, all of the ownees shall be recorded in the varlcly owncrship centificate asd the
pocticn of their property shall be indicated by per cent, The owncr who bolds the kageat
part of the properiy shall be entered fissl. In this case, the ownership cedificate of a
varicly shall bc issued 1o ol owners of the vasiely. The cestificate of variely ownership
shall be i elleat dering the entire lorm of profeclion of ihe varielty.

3. The variety ownersbip centification docursent shall be isucd 0 a natural person,
who hat crealed or identified the new variety. In cases whercia Ihe variety has been
“ereated or Identificd by several natural persons, the variety sshorship docement of
wentification shall be issued o cach voc of them, with an indicalion of the part of
suthorship.

4. The tern of the vlidity of the awthorship of the variety docament of ceriification
shall be upfimited.

Axticle 13, The Rights and Obligations of the Autler of & Vstety

1. This Law shall regalate and protect (he rights of the author of 2 varicty.

2. No one shall have the right, without agreement of the owncr (ol holding sy
license agrecmest with him on using the vasicly), o use the seeds or scedBings of the
varigly ereated or ideptificd by bim, for (he comemercial propagation, sale or ofhar
transaction, export, wse of the varicty as anc of the parental components to obtgia hybrid
seeds theveol, and also usc the Sosmada of cbiainieg the first geocration of hetorozygous
hyterids discovered by hiin.

3 The rghts of vaticty owscrabip shall be invinkablec, f the variely areated or idestified
by him, shall be caployed in scieatific work of 38 tlic primary gesm asscrial for the
creation of other pew varadms.
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4. The ownerol the varicty mest emsurce, throughout the entire term of protection of
a variety, that all of the characieristics, indicated in the varicty registeation apph«,almn,
shall be preserved. .

5. Natural or legal pesscus, who have violated the «ight of the owner of a vasicty,
shall be held liable in accordance with the precedure established by the laws of the Republic
of Lichuania.

Article 14. Temporary Protection of the Varlety

The temporary protectionof variety shall be in effect from the lime an application is
submitted to the Centre for Variety Research until the issuance of vatiety protection
documents. Upon ceceipt of the certificate of varicty awnership, the owner of the variety
shall have the right to submit 8 claim against the persons , who have violated the
tequirements noted in Article 13.

Article 15. The Cancellation of Varlety Protection Documents

1. The Centre for Variety Research shall have the right lo cancel variety protection
documents. They shall be cancelled:

1) once it becomes clear that that the registered varicty does not meet the
requirements of Article 9 of this Law or the applicant did not have the right to this
varety, -

2) if the owner of the variety fails to submit to the Centre for Varicty Ruseanh the
seeds, seedlings, documents and information, necessary for repeated research of the
characteristics of the variety;

3) once it has been established, that a plant variety of that same namc and typc had
been previously 1cgistered in another state;

4) when the owner of a variety fails to pay the fee for the protection of the variety or
himsef sequests that the variety protection documents be cancelled.

2. The Centre for Variety Research shall inform the owner of a varicty in writing,
coroeming the decision to cancel the documents of variety protection.

- THIRD SECTION
RESEARCH IN THE WORTH OF THE VARIETY
VARIETY INCLUSION ON THE LIST OF PLANT VARIETIES,
MOST SUITABLE FOR CULTIVATION IN LITHUANIA,
THE PROPAGATION OF SEED MATERIAL

Article 16. Research in the Warth of the Vartety

1. The plant varictics most suiled for growing under the conditions existing in
Lithuaaia shall be established by the Centre for Variety Rescarch by performing research
of their qualily indices and economic value. The results of this research shall be submitied
annually for deliberation and estimation by the State Commission for the Bstimation of
Plant Varietics.

Ardicle 17. The State Commission for the Estimation of Plan Vacieties

The Ministry of Agriculiure and Forest Economyshall make up the Commission for
the Estimation of Plant Varielies. The Commission shall submit proposals to this Ministry
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(amended 1) Juns 1997) regarding the fonnation of a structare of varictics, variety
tesearch and the inciusion in the List cf the Plant Varictics Most Suited [ar Cultivation
under the Conitions Existing in Lithuania or the removal ol such from it, and also the
propagation and dissemiration of variety seeds and scedliags.

Artide 3. The List of the Plant Varieties Moast Sultable for Cultlivation
in Lithvania

Plant vaticties which have been cstimated as the most suitable for growing under
the corditions cxisting in Lithuania skali, upon the recommendation of the State
Commission for Estimation of Plant Vaticlics, be included in the List of the Plant Varicties
Nost Suited for Cultivation under the Cenditions Existing in Lithuania. The Ministry of

Agricclture and Forest Economy (amended 10 Jure 1997) shall 2pprove and change this
tist.

Article 19. The Requirements of Seed and Seedling Propagation,
Import end Export

1. It shall be permitted to propagate, disseminate and impert for propagation the
sceds and seedlings of only thosc varicties included in the List of the Plant Varielics
Most Suited for Cultivation under the Conditions Existing in Lithuania. In cases wherein
the seeds or seedlings of a certain vasicty of plant are not to be found in Lithuania, the
Ministry of Agriculture and Porest Economy (amended 10 June 1997), shall have the
right to impor the seeds and secdlings of the varieties not inzluded in this Tist, by indicating
the pucpese aad designated use thereof.

2. Seeds and seedlings may be imporied or exported only if having in one’s passession
a certificate indicating their variety, catcgory (rcproduction) and quality and a
phytosanitary centificate (otiginals). An additional quarantine inspection of seed and
scedling shipments must be conducted in Lithuania, .

3. The import and export of variety soeds and scedlings shall be controlled by the
Customs Office and the State Service for the Quarantine of Plants.

4. The sceds and scedliogs, that are being imported in violalion of the requirements
of this Law, shall be retumed or confiscated, while the nataral and legal persoas shall be
held legally responsible in acoordance with the procedure estatlished by the laws of the
Republic of Lithuania

5. The limitations of part ane of this Article shall not be applied, in cases wherein
the seeds and seedlings are brought in for the purposc of conducting scientific and state
research of varsieties, and also in bringing sced material intor the purpose of propagation
for expost. In this case, the natural and legal persons of the Republic of Lithuania, who
have drawn up contracts with partners i foreign states, involving the propagation for
export of the plant varieties which have not been included in the List of the Plant Variclies
Most Suitable for Cultivation in Lithuania, for sced and scediing propagation export,

must inform the Ministry of Agriculture and Forest Economy (ameaded 10 June 1997)
of this.

Article 20. Quality Control of Seed Crops and Seeds and Seediings

1. The State Service for the Estimation of Sced Quality shall controf the quality of
planting crops and sceds and seedlings.
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2. The Ministry of Agriculture and Forest Ecoaomy {emended 10 June 1997) shali
coordirate and control the propagation zr< dissemination of the highest reproductions
of seeds and seedlings of ag-icultural plaats, inteaded for the renewal of seed crops. .

3. The Ministsy of Agriculture and Forest Economy (amended 10 June 1997) shall
oootdinate and control the propagation and dissemination of forest and decorative woody
plant variety seeds aud scedlings.

4. The quality of the planting seeds and seedlings that are being sold must meet the
requirernents cf the standards in effect in the Republic of Lithuania. The quality of the
teed material shall be indicated on the seod and seedling certificates.

Arficle 21. License Agreement

1. The owner of a variety shall have the right to transfer the right of use of the varicty
to a natural or legal gerson in accordance with a ficense agrecment. [t must be drawn up
in writing. The agreement shall indicate the duration of time, size of compensation or
noae, the owrer of the varicty shall provide other persons with the right to use the variety
for the purpose indicated in the agreement.

2. The holder of the license may not tians{er these tights (o a third party, if this has
not been stipulated in the agreement wilh the owner of the variety.

3. If the variety belongs to several owners, the licensing agreement for use of the
variety may only be issued in accordance with the agreement conditions coordinated
among them.

4. The license agreement shall cone into etfect only upon its registration at the
Centre For Varicty Reseavch.

Article 22. Compulsory License

1. Any natural or legal persan may appeal to court, when the planting seeds or
seedlings of plants, imporlant to the state economy and included in the List of the Plant
Varictics Most Suitable for Cultivation in Lithuania arc not obtainable in lhe country,
with a request to have the variety owner issue him a compulsory license and obtain the
neccssary sceding meterial for the propagation of varicty seeds and secdlings.

2. The owaer of the variety shall issuc acompuksory license per ruling of the court. It
shall be registered at the Centre (or Variety Research. The court shall also stiputate the
size of compensation Lo the variety owner, and the duration of use time and the conditions
thereof,

3. The compulsary license shall not limit the rights of the variety owner establishcd
in Article 13.

Article 23. The Stamup Duty

A stamp duty shali be collected in accordance with the procedure cstablished by the
Law on the Stamp Duty and Government decrees:

1) for submission of an application to register a new varicty (Article 6);

2) for performance of an expert examination of the application (Article 8);

3) for issuance of the document of protection of the variety (Acticle 12);

4) (or registration of license agreements (Article 21),
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(ameaded 1) Juns 1997) regarding the fonnation of a structare of varictics, variety
research and the inciusion in the List cf (he Plant Variclies Most Suited [ar Cultivation
under the Conditions Existing in Lithuania oc the removal ol such from it, and also the
propagation and dissemiration of variety seeds and scedliags.

Article (8. The List of the Plant Varicties Mast Suitable for Cullivation
in Lithvania

Plant varicties which have been cstimated as the most suitable for growing under
the eorditions cxisting in Lithuania skali, upon the recommendation of the State
Commission lor Estimation of Pfant Vaticlics, be included in the List of the Plant Varictics
Most Suited for Cultivation under the Cenditions Existing in Lithuania. The Mindstry of

Agricclturc and Forest Economy (amended 10 Jure 1997) shatl approve and change this
list.

Arficle 19. The Requirements of Seed and Seedling Propagation,
Import and Export

1. It shall be pernitted to propagate, disseminate and impcet for propagation the
seeds and seedlings of only thosc varicties included in the List of the Plant Varieties
Most Suited {for Cultivation bader the Conditions Existing in Lithuania, In cases wherein
the seeds or seedlings of a certain varicly of plant are not to be found in Lithuania, the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fotest Economy (amended 10 Juae 1997), shall have the
right Lo import the seeds and seedlings of the varielies not inzluded in this list, by indicating
the pucpese and designated use thereof. _

2. Seeds and seedlings may be imported or exported only if having in one’s possession
a certificale indicating their variety, category (reproduction) and quality and a
phytlosaaitary certificate (originals). An additional quarantine inspection of seed and
scedling shipments must be conducted in Lithuania, .

3. The import and export of variety seeds and seedlings shall be controlled by the
Customs Oflice and the State Service for the Quarantine of Plants.

4. The seeds and sccdliags, that are being imported inviolation of the requivements
of this Law, shall be returned or confiscated, while the nataral and legal persoas shail be
held legally responsibic in acoordance with the procedure estatlished by the laws of the
Republic of Lithuania

S. The limitations of part one of this Article shall not be applicd, in cases wherein
the seeds and seedlings are brought in for the purpose of conducting scientific and state
research of varietics, and also in bringing sced material in tor the purpose of propagation
for expost. fn this case, the natural and legal persons of the Republic of Lithuania, who
have drawn up contracts with partners in foreign states, involving the propagation for
export of the plant varieties which have not been included in the List of the Plant Varicties
Most Suitable for Cultivation in Lithuania, for sced and scedling propagation export,

must inform the Ministry of Agriculture aud Forest Economy (amended 10 June 1997)
of this.

Article 20. Quality Conirol of Seed Crops and Seeds and Seedlings

1. The State Service for the Estimation of Sced Quality shall controf the quality of
planting crops and sceds and seedlings.
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2. The Ministry of Agriculture and Forest Ecoaomy {emended 10 June 1997) shali
coordirate and coatrol the propagation zr< dissemination of the highest reproductions
of seeds and seedlings of ag-icultural plaats, inteaded for the renewal of seed crops. .

3. The Ministsy of Agriculture and Forest Economy (amended 10 June 1997) shall
ooordinate and control the propagation and dissemination of forest and decorative woody
plant variety secds aud scedlings.

4. The quality of the planting sceds and seedlings that are being sold must meet the
requirernents cf the standards in effect in the Republic of Lithuania. The quality of the
teed material shall be indicated on the secd and seedling certificales.

Arficle 21. License Agreement

1. The owner of a varicty shall have the right to transfer the right of use of the varicty
to a natural or legal gerson in acoordance with a license agrecment. [t must be drawn up
in writing. The agreement shall indicate the duration of (ime, size of compensation or
none, the owrer of the varicty shall provide other persons with the right 1o use the varicty
for the purpose indicated in the agreement.

2. The holder of the license may not tians{cr these zights (o a third party, if this has
not been stipulated in the agreement wilh the owner of the variety.

3. If the variety belongs to several owners, Lhe licensing agreement {or use of the
variety may only be issued in accordance with the agreement conditions coordinated
among them.

4. The license agreement shall comne into elfect only upon its registration at the
Centre For Variety Reseavch.

Article 22. Compulsory License

1. Any naturat or legal person may appeal to court, when the planting sceds or
seedlings of plants, imporiant to the stale economy and included in the List of the Plant
Varictics Most Suitable for Cultivation in Lithuania arc not obtainable in lhe country,
with a request to have the variety owner issue him a compulsory license and obtain the
neccssary sceding material for the propagation of varicty sceds and seedfings.

2. The owaer of the variety shall issuc acompulsory license per ruling o the court. It
shall b registered at the Centre for Variety Research. The court shall also stipufatc the
size of compensation to the variety owner, and (he duration of use time and the conditions
thercof.

3. The compulsary license shall not limit the rights of the variety owner establishcd
in Article 13.

Article 23. The Stamp Duty

A stamp duty shall be collected in accordance with the procedure cstablished by the
Law on the Stamp Duty and Government decrees:

1) for submission of an application to register a new varicty (Article 6);

2) for performance of an experi examination of the application (Article 8);

3) for issuance of the document of protection of the variety (Acticle 12);

4) for registratian of license agreements (Article 2t).
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FOURTH SECTION )
CONTROL OF SELECTION WORK AND PROTECTION.
INTBRNATIONAL COOPERATION

Article 24. The Contyol of Selection Work

1. The authoviscd experts of the Ministry of Agricultvre and Focest Economy
(amended 10 June 1997) shall, upon ceordination with the creators of plant varieties,
have the right to familiarise themsclves with the sclection work performed by them and
to inspect selective crops.

2. Natural and legal persons, commencing ;clc\.lmn work, must inform the Centre
for Variety Rescarch thereof in writing.

3. The information on the ongping selection work may be published only, i€ this is

. permitied by the natural or legal persons implementing this work.

Article 25. Claims Regarding Compensation of Damages Caused through
Unlawful Activity

The right L raise claims concerning the damages caused through illegal activity, in
connection with the protection of plant varieties, planting sccd and seedling propagation
and dissemination is held by the following:

1) variely owners, authors and other natural and legal persons, against whose propeity
and interests damage has been inflicted;

" . 2) the Ministry of Agriculture and Forest Economy, (amended 10 June 1997) if the
damage was caused lo state interests.

Article 26. Resolution of Varlety Protection and Other Disputable Questions
Tavalving Seed-Growing

1. The dispules involving violations of varicty owner's and autho?’s rights,
determination of variety priority, vaciety protection, issuance of documents of variety
protection andheir cancellation as well as other plant variety protection and seed-growing
questions shall be examined in court,

2, Disputable questions arising between natural and [egal persons of the Republic of
Lithuania and foreign countries shall be resolved in'coun, hased upon the laws of the
Republic of Lithuania, if it has not been provided 10 the oonlraty in international
agreementls.

Article 27. International Cooperation

1. The protection of only those plant varietics, created or identified in foreign states,
which are tecorded in the Register of Plant Varictics, ot in cases whereby the conditions
of varicty protection have been stipulated in the internaltonal agreements ol the Republic
of Lithuania, shall be ensured in the Republic of Lithuaaia.

2. If other cequirements of variely protection exist in an agreement formed between
the Republic of Lithuania and anather state, the requirements of the international
agreement shall be adhered to.

3. Natural and legal persons of foreign cauntrics may only propagate and disscminate
through representalives (natural or legal persons) the seeds and seedlings of the plant
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warieties ereated or identificd in forcign states, which are imchoded In the List of Prant
Varictics Mot Suitabie far Cultivation im Lithsania, following ccondination ihereal with,
e Miniatry of Agricwliure pnd Fotest Exonoosy (ansended 10 Juse 1997)

Article 28. The Caming Inte Effect of the Law
This Law shall come lnto clfect as of Janmary 1, 1997,

I promulgate ihir Law pacred by the Seimurs of the Republic of Lithumsiv.

ALGIRDAS BRAZAUSKAS
Fresident of the Republic

Seplember 17, 1996

Nol- 1518
(as ansended by 10 June 1997)



