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THE LAW ON THE AMENDMENT OF THE FOREST LAW.
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Aprit 10, 2001, NR.: IX-240

("Valstybés Zinlos”, NR.: 96~1672, 1996, NR.: 1102507, 1997, NR.. 96.2425, 1998, NR.; 56-1542,
1939, NR.: 110-3203; 2000, NR.: 111-3566)

Article 1. New edition of the Farest Law of the Republic of Lithuania
The Forest Law of the Republic of Lithuania shall be amended and laid down as following:

LAW ON FORESTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. Purpose of the Law

The purpose of the Forest Law is to regulate reforestation, protection and use and to form the lagal
preconditions for the management of all ownership type forests upon equal sustzainabie forestry principles,
ensuring a ratlonal use of the forest resources by supplying with the industrial material, praservation of the
biodiversity, increase of forest productivily, Jandscape stability and environment quality possibility to
periorm the ecological, sconomical and social functions without inflicting damage to other ecosystems.

Article 2. The major definitions of the Law

(1) Forest —a land area not less than 0.1 hectare in size covered with trees, the height of which ina
natural site in the maturity age is not less than & meters, other foreat plants as well as thinned or
vagetation-lost forest due 1o the acts of nature or human activities (cutting areas, burnt areas, clearings).
Tree finas up to 10 meters of width in fields, at roadskies, water bodies, in living areas and cemeteries ,

single frees and bushes, parks pianted and grown by man in urban and rural areas are not defined as
forecte. The proceduras for care, protastion and 118a af thaza plantings shall ha astahlishad hy tha Ministry

of Environment.

{2) Forest stand — part of forest where the storey’s structure of woody forest plants is even, with a

predomination of a certain tree species, the vegaetation is of similar age, having a common site and it is the
part which diatinguishoo itasif upen thooo oritoria from noarby foroet parte.

{3} Forest land - an area covered with forest (forest stands) and non - forest covered areas (cutting
areas, dead forest stand areas, forest clearings, nursery areas, forest seed orchards, raw-material
bushings and plantations). Forest roads, forest block, technological and fire break lines, areas covered by
timber storage houses and other forest-related squipment, resreation grounkis, animal feed grounds, and
land assigned for afforestation Is ascribed to forest land as well.

{4) Forest group — forest land areas with similar basic forest management objectives and regimes.
(5} Urbamn {oity} forests — forests on the urban territories.

{6) Forest parks — forest areas not less than 3 hectares used for iffensive recreation with appropriate
recreation equipment and infrastructure,

(7) Forest rasources -~ non-cut forests, resin, stumps and the resinous, tree bark, basi and birch-bark,
sap, Christmas trees, other decorative forest materials, branches, twigs, mushrooms, nuts, berries, fruits,
herbs and medical materials, forest litter and leaves, and forest vegetation.
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(8) Non-cut forest — growing trees, dead-wood, windfalls, windbreaks and other non-cut woody forest
plants.

(9) Forest estate — a forest land area managed upon private or state ownership rights.

(10} Forest owners — the state and the citizens of the Republic of Lithuania which, obtained the
ownership rights for forests upon the procedures set forth by the Law.

(11} Forest governors - forest enterprises, administrations of state strict nature reserves, adminisirations
of national parks, municipalitles, other state enterprises and organisations possessing the forest
governance right provided by the Government upon the proceduras set farth by the Law.

(12) Forest users — legal and natural persons having oblained forest and forest resource use right
following the procedures set forth by this Law and other fegal acts.

(13) State forest officers — officers of state forest governance and state forest control institulions, forest
protection staff of forest enterprises having the powers established by the Law. The list of offices of the
state forest officers shall be approved by the Ministry of Environment.

{14) Forast enterprises - s1ate onterprises {overming and using state foresis upon the propety-confide
basis and disposing them upon the procedures set forth by the Law and performing complex forestry
activities and cther activities defined under the statutes of the forest enterprise,

{15) The General State Forest Enterprise under the Ministry of Environment — ¢:conomic
administration institution of siate forests ascribad to the forest enterprises which organises and co-
ordinates reforestation, maintenance, protection and forest resource use of these forests.

(1) Complex forastry activities - activities, covering reforestation, maintenance, jrotsction, rational use

of foreet resourcor and tradae In timhar and farast rasnurcas.

{17) Forest managemsnt planning — forestry planning system covering forest inventory and recording,
analysis of forest condition, use and economic activitles and forestry organising and development project
preparation.

Article 3. Forest groups, objectives of economic activities and regime

(1) Forests are divided into groups upon the objectives of the economic activities, their regims and the
major functional purpose.

(2) Group | - strict reserves forests. These are the strict reserves and small strict reserves forests on the
territories of state strict nature reserves, state parks and biosphere monitoring territories. Objective of
economic activities — to preserve the forests for a natural growth. Forest cuttings, except for the cases
defined under the Law on Protactod Areas and the Regulations of strict natura raservas, are not made.

(3) Group Il - forests of special purposa, spiit into the following:

1) A ~ ecosystam protection forests. Landscape, telmologic, pedologic, botanical, forest genetic,
zoological, botanieal-zoological reserves and reservas of these types in national parks and biosphere
monlitoring territories, forests with protected natural resource arees, anti-erosion and offver Torests.
Objective of economic activities — to preserve or restore forest ecosysiems or separate ecosystem
components. Forests damaged by the natural calamities or bictic factors, forest stands of poor
sanitary condition shall be cut by nen-clear or clear sanitary cuttings. The forest stands which reached
the naturat maturity ¢an be cut by final non-clear cuttings;

2) B ~ recreational forests. Recreational forests cover forest parks, urban (city) forests, forests of
recreation zones of the state parks, recseational forest areas and other forests dafined for recreation.
Objactiva of aconomic activities — to form and preserve the recreational forest environment. Forest
stands damaged by the natural calamities or biotic factors and forest stands of poor sanitary condition
shall be cut by non-clear or clear sanitary cuttings. The forest stands which reached the natural
maturity can be cut by final non-ciear cuttings. All types of forest thinning, sanitary and landscape
formation cuttings are aliowed. Cuttings shall be performed after the recreation season except for the
forest stands damapged by the natural CARMLEE OF DIOG feclam.
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{4) Group Hl - protectivs forests. Thesa are the forasts in tha territories of geological, geomorfological,
hidrographical, and cultural reserves, reserves of these types in the state parks and biosphere monitoring
tarritorias. farasts of protection zonas and othar forasts  Ohlective of acanomic activities - to form
productive forest stands , capabie of performing the functions of protaction of solis, air, water and human
iiving surraundings. Non-clear and small-area {up to 5 hectares) clear -cut cuttings, forest tending and
sanitary cuttings permitted.

(5) Group v - e_copomic (commercial) forests. These are the forests not ascribed to Il groups. Ohjective

of economic activities - to form productive forest stands and supply wood continuously following

ﬁn\;aronment protection requirement. All fypes of cutlings permittad. Clear cutiing areas shall not exceed 8
ectares.

(6) Thu sanitary clear-cutting areas at Il, Iii, and IV group of forests shall not be limited.
{7) Cerlain parts of the forest reserves may be ascribed 1o different forest groups, foliowing teriiory-
planning documents.

{8) The procedure and regulations for forast ascribing to certain groups shall be dsfined and performad by
the Governmant upon the propesal of the Ministry of Environment.

Article 4. Forest ownership rights and forests of state significance
{1) Foresis can belong to the slate or citizens of the Republic of Lithuania upon the right of awnership.
The state ownership predominates in the forests of the Republic of Lithuania upon the forest areas.

(2) The stata forest can be leased for recreation, hunting or other purposes by the Government or iis
authorised institution except for the cases ralated to arganising of economic activities.

{3) Private farest estates shall not be split into parts if the estate equals or is below the size of 5 hectares.
{4) The forests of state significance belong to the Republic of Lithuania on exclusive ownership rights. The
forests of state significance are:

1) forests of the state sirict nature reserves, state park strict reserves and small strict reserves, the

Kursiu nerija (Curonian Spit) National Park forests;

2) urban (city) forests;

3) state forest nurseries and seed orchards ;

4} forests belonging to the objects of forest scientific research and training, seed breeding and
selection the areas of which are approved by the Govemment;

5) state forest beits with the width of 7 km at the Baltic Sea and the Guronian Spit having no
ownership rights restituted upan the Law on Restitution of the Citizen Ownership Rights for the
Remaining Real Estate Property;

6) other forasis ascribad to the forests of stale significance upon dacisions of the Govemment,
(5) The Government or the Ministry of Environment authorised by the Goverrmnent possesses the rights
and obligations of the state forest owner.

{6} The state forests ara managed upon the property-confide basis by forest enterprises, administrations
of state strict nature reserves, administrations of ational parks, municipalities, oiner siate enterprises and
organisations possessing the forast managerment right provided upon the preceduras set forth by the Law.

Artivle 5. Biato managomeont of foroots and euporvicion of implamantatian of tha Forest Law
{1) The state forestry policy trends are defined by Seimas (Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania) by
adopiing appropriate laws,

(2) The state forestry strategy and state forestry programmes are prepared by the Ministry of Environment.
The Ministry of Environment, during the performance of the state forestry adminisiralion functions;
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1} organises forastry sirategy and state forestry development programmes praparation;

2) organises forast coverage increass, forest genetic fund, landscape and biodiversity preservation,
selgct:on and seed breading, forest resnurca usa, and ather programme project preparation and co-
ordinates the implementation of these programmes;

3) prepares drafts of legal acts on the forestry issues:

4) organises and co-ordinates the inventory of all forests of the country, preparation of forest
management projects, co-ordinates forest monitoring;

5) organises the state accounting of forests and formation of the Forest State Ceadaster of the
Republic of Lithuania;

6) prepares annual forest cutting norm projects for state forests;
7) organises the Intemational co-operation related to the forestry sector.

(3) The State Environment Protection inspection and its teritorial forest control divisions perform
condition, use, reforeaiation and protection control functions for alf forests of the country:

1) controls the cbservance of the Law on Forests and performs the state control function of all
ownership type forest condition, use, reforestation , and protection;

2} issues permissions for forast cuiting for the state forsst govemors and private forest owners upon
the procedures defined by the Ministry of Environment;

3) controls forest managemsnt work quality;

4) consiults private forest owners on the issues of forast use, reforestation , maintenance, and
prolsction.

(4) Reforestation, maintenance, pfotectian and forest resource use is organised and co-ordinated by the
General State Forest Enterprise under the Ministry of Environment, The General State Forest Enterprise
undar the Ministry of Environmant during the performance of its functions:

1) acts as the founder (establisher) of the forest enterprises and co-ordinates their activities;

2) establishes the obligatory norms for forest enterprises for reforestation, protection and
management works;

3) organises the general state fire-emergency and sanitary forest protection systom;

4) organisas and co-ordinates reforestation, protection, management and forest resource use in
refation to progressive lechnologles.

(5) Private forests are reforestated, managed and used by private forest owners following the Law on
Forests as well as Regulations on Management and Use of Private Forests and other legal acts regulating
the forest management approved by the Govemment or the Ministry o Environment authorised by the
Govemnment taking into regard proposals of private forest owner organisations. Privaie forest owners have
the right to joind into associations and co-operatives upon the procedures set forth by the Law, establish
enterprises and organisations. The state shall promote and support private forestry development, private
forest owners self-governing organisations which provide consulting and economic activities for private
forast owners. Forest owners co-operalives shall have the status of agricuitural co-operatives.

Arficle 6. Rights and obligations of the state forest officers
{1) The state forest officers shall have the right to:
1) posses and wear astablished types of uniforms and distinctive Lokens;

2) stop vehicles camying timbar and other forest production, check the documents of origin of timbar
or other forest production carried by these vehicles, and also, in case of suspicion for illegal obtaining
of this praduetian. rhack the parsanal documents of the carrying vehicles, use forced stopping
measures of transporting vehicles;
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3) demand ceriifications from legal and niatura) persons regarding the obtaining and use of the forest
resources, and in case of their absence —~ demand written or spoken explanations for actions related
to the use of forest resources;

4) to take over the iliegally obtained timber and other forest production from the transgressors, poach
accessories and othar material avidence of transgressions upon procadures set forth by the Law;

§} to bring the transgressors ta police headquarters or into the municipality premises of alderman
officee in rural araas for idontification of personalities, writing of protocels and acts;

) stop or prohibit dlegal economic activities in forest estates K these activitias infringe the Law and
requiremenis set forth by other legal acts and when damage to forest is made;

7) conclude administrational infringement protocols upon the procedures set forth by the Law, impose
administrative penalties for infringements of this Law and infringements of the requirements of other
legal acts defined under the Administrative Law Infringement Code;

8) posses, carry, and use firearms and special accessories upon the procedures set forth by Firearm
and Ammunition Contrel Law and othor lawe in cace of infringomante definod under Aricle €, Part 2 of
this Law. In case of refusal to fulfil the legitimate demands of the officer, the officer shall have the right
to use compulsion, but as far as it shall appear necessary for the fuifilment of his official duty, and only
after all possible persuasive or other means were inefficient;

9) the state forest oMcuers siull alsw bave vibur siyhity provided by e Law,

(2) The state forest officer shall have the right to use physical compuision, special means or firearms when
it is related with the axecution of his duties during forest protection:

1) whan protacting himself or other persons from excess or directly threatening danger to the life or
the health;

2) during detention of transgressors or persons convicting crimes who avoid detention actively and
when it appears impossibie to detain them otherwise, and also in cases when such persons refuse to
fulfil a legitimate demand to lay down firearma or other objects able to damage a human when it
appears impossible fo disarm such persons otherwise;

3) in case of attempts to take over the firearms and when it is repsl attack of protected objects if its is
life-threatening.

(3) It is prohibited to use physical compulsion or special accessories and firearms against women if it is
obvlous that they are pregnant, and against other persons if it is obvious that thay are disabled, under-
aged when their age is known to the officer or when their appearance corresponds to their age, except for
casas when they resists in a life- or health-threatening way or in case of attacks of groups of such persons
when such attacks are life- or healih-threatening. it is pronibited to use firearms at public-gathering places
if there is a threat of damaging of others.

(4) State forest officers and forest enterprise employees shail not have the right to work on a hired basis,
ha astablishers or participants (shareholders. members, interest holders, stc.) of lagal persons, private
timber preparation, waad procassging, imber and wood trade and huniing service companies and perform
ather activities prohibited by the Law.

(5) The tasks, functions, and duties of the state forest officers shall be defined by the Regulations of the
State Forest Officors. The regulations shall be approved by the Government.

Article 7. Economic regulation of state forestry

{1) Forast enferprises act upon the Law of State and Municipal Enterprises, perfonn complex forestry
activitios in state forests, sell ready-made forest production, non-cut forests and provide services upon
procedures established by the Government or the Ministry of Environment authorised by the Govemment.
Taking into regard the capital of forest enterprises, land and forest shall not be included into accounting in

terms of value expression.
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(2) Cbligatory 5 per cent deductions shail be calculated fo the state budget revenuns from forest
enterprise incomes for the raw material timber an non-cut forests sold as defined under procedures
established by the Government for meeting of the general forestry needs. These deduclions shall be
included into state budget revenues and shall be used for financing of the Special (3eneral Foreslry Neads
Financing Programme (forest inventory, accounting, praparation of state forest management projects,
organising and maintenance of coramon independent on forest ownership rights state fire-emergency
system, liquidation of natural calamity damages or pest source liquidation, forest science and projacting
works, consultation and training of private forest owners, establishment of private forest owners
orgatisational structures, crganising of forest propaganda, for programmes implemented by forestry
servicing organisations as well as financing of other forestry needs),

Articte 8, Visits of persons at forests

(1) Physicat persons shall have the right to visit forests freely, except for forests of strict nature reserves
and special purpose objects (border zones, military oblecls, or similar) and forests where it shall be limited
by the Law. Visiting persons can gather frult, medical herbs and medical materials, except for the plant
species, {he list of which is approved by the Ministry of Environment, can gather nuls, berries, and
mushrooms, keep bees in state forests keeping them in hives and bee-coops following this Law, Law on
Environment Pratection and requirements of other lagal acts.

(2) Upon the applications of the executive municipality Institution forest enterprise, siate park
administrations, and private forast owners, and in city forests - without such applications, In the presence
of important reasons (big forest fire emergency threat, forest cuttings, specialised economic activity areas,
protectad chietls, necessity 1o preserve forest resources, forest businesses, and aic.) vialts to of physical
parsons foresl or use of medicat herbs, mushrooms, berries and other forest resources can be prohibited
or restricted.

{3) Visits to forests and use of forast resources in protected areas is reguiated by the Law of Pratected
Areas and Regulations of Protecied Areas, approved by the Government or the Ministry of Environment
authotised by the Government.

(4) The forest areas of prohibited or restricted visiting shall be indicated by information signs bulit by forest
JOVemors, OWNners or users,

CHAPTER Il
FOREST USE

Article 9. Obligations of the forest governors, owners, and users

(1) Forests shail be managed upan the principle of sustainable use ensuring a continuous supply of timber
and other forest resources and preserving annual or periodical balance between the timber growth and its
use valume.

(2) Forest govemors, owners, and users obligate to protect forests from fires, pusts, diseases and other
negative factors, to reforestate the cut forest in time and In a proper manner, to use forests in such ways
which would decraase the negative impact to the environment, to perform rational economic aclivities on
forest land (in forest), to maintain the soit productivity, preserve the blofogical diversity, foliow laws and
requirements defined hy othar lagal acts.

{3) The forest users obligate to arrange damaged forest areas during the forest use in such a way to be
suitable to use upon their purposs, 1o use the forest roads, drainage systems and other technological units
with care withaut infringing the rights and legal Interests of forest governors, owners, and other users.

(4) Forest govemors and users in state forests shall follow the Regulations on Non-Cut State Forest
Allotting and Marketing. These Regulations shall be adopted by the Government. Tie timber producers in
state forests shall cut and take out the produced wood upon terms identified in forest use permissions,
including extended tamms. Forest cutting and produced wood take out tarms may be: extpnded upto6
months upon Tequests of tmber producers. The oul thinber and non-taken out wood during ﬂ}e defined
terms shall be transferred to the forest governor's property upon a gratultous basis. The seltings of forest
cutting and produced wood take aut ferm are defined under the Regulations on Non-cut State Forest

Allotting and Marketing.
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(5} Forest owners shall follow this law, the Regulations on Management and Use of Private Forests and
other lagal acts as well as the obligatory forest management project parts fo be implamented, i.e. final
culting decade norms, reforestation and environmental requirements,

(6) Itis pml]mﬁed to perfonm cuttings or use other forest resources without having a permission issued
upon established procedures when such permissions are necessary upon legal acts in force.

(7) Private forest owners shall provide informatiotn and statistical data about forestry activities in their
estates to the Ministry of Environment and the Department of Statlstics.

(8) Roundwood measuring, accounting, and marking procedurss shall be established by the Ministry of
Environment.

Article 10. The right of forest governors, owners and users to use forests and forest resources

(1) Owners of private forests attain the right to use forest after racelving a document confirming the
ownership of the iand plot. Regulations on Management and Use of Private Forest are approved by the
Gevemnrment, taking Inte consideration the proposals of private foresl owners grganisations.

(2) Forest governors and usars shall hava the right, as established by the Gavemmant or the Ministry of
Environment authorised by it, 10 use forests and forest resources (fimber and other forest resources
prepared for scientific research, training, bee-keeping, pasturing of domestic animals, protection of natural
complexes and other purposas in compliance with the Law). In the cases defined linder thase procadures,
the right for timber and other forest rescurce preparation shall be attained after receiving permissions of
appropriate forms. This right expires in case of death of the person having the penmnission, after
reorganisation or liquidation of a legal person when the permission expires or when the permission is
{reated as invalld upon the established procedures.

{3) The rights of forest governars, owWoers, and usdars are profectad by the Law. Tha rights infdngad shall
be restituted, and the damagss inflicted shal! be compensated upon the procedures defingd under the
Law and other lagal acts. The rights of the forest govemars, owners, and users may be limited upon the
procadures defined under the Law Tor the Interests of the souiety, environmenlal purpoeses, or forest
protection.

Article 11. Conversion of forast lands into other purpose lands

(1) The forest lands may be converted into other purpose 1ands in exceptional cases only concordant to
the interests of the state, forest owners, and society upon the procedures establishad by the Government.

{2} Forest cutting for the technological and production forestry purposes (preparation of nurseries,
construction of the forest reads, fire break lines, techinological clearings, racreation grounds and
construction of timber storagas, diguing of sand or gravel upon the procedures established, and etc.) shall
not be treated as forest land convarsion into other purpose lands.

Article 12. Forest land draining and fertilising, road construction on forest lands

(1) Farast drainage, fertilising and use of poisonous chemical substances in forest land shall be performed
in compliance to the Law on Environment Profection and applicable iegal acts.

{2) Forest 1and dranags systems and loresl roads, extending over the foreat estates of soveral forest
owners or governors shall be maintained and repaired by the governors, owners or usars of these estates
upon the procedures defined by the Law. Forest drainage system maintenance works shall be performed
and forest rosds shall be constructed from the resources of the forest govemors, owmers, users,
municipalitios, Roed Funds, and from other recourcoe,
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CHAPTER lil
STATE FOREST CADASTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA AND

FOREST MANAGEMENT PROJECT

Artlela 13 Rtatn faract invantary and farast raglatar

{1} The obja_ctive of the staie forest inventory and forest register ~ to evaluate the forest resources, their
quality, provide information about the natural and economic condition of forests. State forest inventory is
performed at all forest estates. The state inventory performed at forest enterprises, state strict nature
reserves and state parts not only includes forest repister, but state-ownad non-forest land {agriculiural
land, water, elc.) as well,

{2) The non-forest land covered by naturally generated trees shall ba inventoried during the procass of
forest management and included into register as forest upon the procedures defined by the Ministry of
Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture.

{3) The state forest mventory specialists shall have the sight to enter all forest estates, perform inventary
works and receive nacessary information for their performance.

{4) The stata invantory in tha Republic of Lithuania shall be performed upon the seleclion method. It is
purposed for strategic pianning of the forest sector upon the state Jeve!. Forest compartment inventory is
performed for organising of the forestry on the level of forest estates and for preparation of forest
management projects.

{5) Stata forast inventory and forest reglster proceduras, their content and perindicity shall he definad by
the Ministry of Environment,

{6) Forest register shall be managed and slate cadaster of the forests of the Republic of Lithuania shall be
prepared using the stata forest inventory data. This cadaster covers the sum of total data about farests,
thelr ownership, forest resource quantities, their quality, and economie value. The contente of the cadaster
and its compilation procedures shall be defined by the Government.

(7) The state forest inventory and register in state-owned and private forests shall be performed from the
state resources. The Inventory and register data shafl be provided to forest owners and governors upon a
fres-of-charge basis defined upon the procedures of the Ministry T Environment, Foresl compariments
invantory and forest managemeni project preparation shall be carried out from the state funds and funds
of forest govermners and owners.

Articte 14, Forest management project

(1) Forest management project -~ a dacument of special territory planning vpon which forestry is
organised, reforestation, use and forest land managemant works performed. Farest management projects
are prepared for all forest estalas. Forasis shall be managed. used and reforested upon forestry

management projects.
(2) The following types of forest management projects are distinguished:
1) forest management schemes — prepared for forest govemors and region tertitories, and are
purposed for defining of the general forest land use policies, preparation of teir management
concapts;
2) interior forest management projects — prepared for forest governors and privaie forest estates and
are purposed for defining of concrata management mean system.
(3) Forest management projects shall be prepared upon the project preparation regulations and
methodology and criteria defined in them approved by a govemment-authorised institution. The composite
forest management project parts shall be the following:
1) the background ~ shall cover the existing situation of land use, protection, ant TOTesL Managenweiv
problem analysis, evaluation of previous results of forest management project implementation, and
the forecast of social and economic needs;
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2} project part - covers the issues of sclution preparation for the planned forest territory use objectives
and management concept (forest management schemes) or management mean schemes (interior
forest managemaent projects);

3) oonclt:sion'- covers planning document solution result forecasting, discussion, compliance and
approval.

(4) Ministry of Environment, taking into regard the size of forest estate, defines the contenis of forest
managsment project and other indicators, as well as forest stands cutting age at all forests. The final
forast cuftings shall be performed at mature or over-maturs forests, and in maturing forests In cases
defined in the regulation for these cuttings. Intermediate forest cuttings shell be performed for the purpose
of forest stands productivity increase, improvement of the forest sanitary condition, preservation of the
biological diversity, use of the timber rescurcas, forest stand recenetruction and other purposses defined
under other legal acts. The annual forest cutting norm for final forest cuttings shill be defined for each
forast governor and owner upon the methodology approved by the Ministry of Envircnment,

(6) The annual forest cutting narms for state forests are approved by the Government. The annual forest
cutting norm shall not be exceeded, except four the cases of natural calamities when dred-up, fallen,
broken, burnt or otherwise damaged forest stands volume makes up more than on quarter of the annual
cutting norm. The total annuat norm of all types of forest cutting in the country shall not exceed the annual
timber growth,

{6) The volumes of intermediate forest cuttings at state forest shaif be established by the Ministry of
Environment.

(7) The forest governors, possessing mora than 500 hectares of forest, shall not exceed the annual major
forest cutting norm. in case of the natural calamities and when this norm was not implemented during the
proceading years calculating from the year of its approval, the annual final forest cuiting norm may be
increased upon the procedures established by the Ministry of Environment. Other forest govemors and
owners may deviate from the annual forest cutting nonm without breaching of the requirements of forast
cutting regulations, but shalt foltow the decade forest cutling norm,

{8) The forest management projects shall be prepared and forest inventary shalt e performad by nature
and legal persons upon the procedures defined by the Ministry of Environment. Filiowing these
procedures, the forest management data is accumulated and managed in 2 centrallsad way, forest
management projects are prepared, co-ordinated and approved.

CHAPTER IV.
REFORESTATION, GROWING AND CUTTING

Articie 15. Reforestation and afforestation

(1) Forests shall be reforested by their governors, owners and users from their own resources.

{2) The forest coverage of the tarritory of the Republic of Lithuania shali be increased upon the
procedures established by the Law and other legal acts regulating the establishment of forests in non-
forest iands.

{3) Forests in non-forest lands shall be planted following the procedures established by the Ministry of
Environment and the Ministry of Agriculiure from the state funds and the funds of forest govermnors and
owners,

(4) When forests are planted in non-forest tervitories upon the proceduras established by the Lew, the Law
-of Forests ehall apply to these areas. ‘

(5) Forest shall be artificially reforested in clear - cutting areas and burnt areas not later than within thres
years after their origin. The forest shall artificially be referested upon the ecolagical basis, according to

Regulations on reforestation, approved by the Ministry of Envirenment. The state forest officers may
PrOTION Turdier fwiost Minal cutlings till the eut forcst be roforovtod. Excopticne ohall bo available in cacas

when big-size forest areas are lost due fo the natural calamities,
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{6) Reforestation and afforestation also covers forest stand reconstruction, supplementation of forest
plantings and care and protection until young stand is forraed. Lost forest plantings shall be reforesied
not later than within two years,

Article 16. Growing and cutting of forest stands

(1) The purpose of the forest stand growing and care means is to form productive forests complying to the
conditions of forest site by giving a priority 10 the local tree and other plant spacies, mixed forest plantings
and mixed forest stands. The forest stand growing and cars regulating means as well as final and
intermediate forest cuttings are performed by the norms and regulations approved by the Ministry of
Environment.

{2) Forest thinning are performed in non-mature forest stands for the increase of their productivity and
stability and preservation of the biological diversity. These forest cuitings regulsie forest sland density and
the spacific composition. The sanitary forest cuttings are performed for maintaining and improving of the
forest healthiness,

(3) Other cuttings, such as cuttings for landscape forming, implamentation of the biotechnical means,
preparation of the fire break lines and places for the technological equipment, and othgr purposes, may
alzo be performed.

CHAPTER V
FOREST PROTECTION

Articte 17. Forest protection tasks

The forest protection tasks include protection of forests and forest resources against llegal activities- self-

willed forest cutting, infringement of forest use procedures, plundering of forest resources, forest pollution,

littaring. setting on fira. damage inflictad by tha domastis animais as wall as protection of forasts against

the damape inflicted by forest animals, fires, diseases, pesis and other natural calamities, mechanical -
damage of forest soil and trges.

Article 18. Forast protection against fire and natural calamities

(1) All forest, despite their form of ownership, shall have the common system of state fire-emergency
means craated and maintained including check-ups, prevantion and protection means. This common
system of state fire-emergency is prepared and implemented by the General Forist Enterprise under the
Ministry of Environment, forest anterprises and state park administrations together with municipalities,
Forest gavernors, owners, users and visitors shalt foliow the fire-emergency prote:ction requirements
approved by legal acts.

{2) Forest enterprises, state parks, and municipalities shall provide funds for the vommon state fire-
emergency check-up and fire extinguishing system in all forest estates. Forest governors and ownera chall
implement the preventive flre-emergancy protection means {installation of fire break lines and bonfire
piaces, cleaning of littered forest, etc.} from their own resources.

(3) In case of the natural calamities, the Ministry of Environment has the right to establish special
protective and calamity consequence liquigation means which shall be opligatory to all forest gavemars,
owners, and users.

Articlo 19. Foreet protection against diseases and pests

(1) Forest govemors, owners, and users shall follow forest sanitary protection requirements established by
legal scts, to transport the coniferous timber out of forest during established periods, or protect propeny
this timber left in forest against pests. Forest govemors, cwners, and users shall inform forest enterprises
and sate park administrations about the sources of tree dissases and pasts.

(2) Big pest and disease sources shall be localised and liquidated from resources of the state, forest
governors and owners.
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Article 20. Forest protaction against domestic and wild animals

(1) Pasturage of domestic animals in state forest lands is prohibited, except for the cases dafined by the
Ministry of Environment. Animal pasturage in private forests is prohibited in cutting greas and young forest
stands under 20 years of aga.

(2) The number of hunted animals in the forest lands shall be maintained such as o guarantee the
stability of ecosystem, During the regulation of anima) number in forests, the requirements of the Law on
Environment Protection and other legat acts shall be followed.

Article 21. Forest protection against pollution

Forest protection against pollution, permissible pellution and compensation for the damage inflicted on
forests is established by the Law on Environment Protection and other legal acts. |.ost or damaged forests
shal! be reforested from the resources of the damagers, and in case on non-identification of tha
tdamagers- from the resources of state, forest govemors and owners, and other sources.

CHAPTER VI
LIABILITY FOR INFRINGEMENTS OF THE FOREST LAW

Article 22. Liahility
Natural and legal persons who inflicted the regquiremends of this Law shall be held liable upon the
proceduras established by the law.

Article 23, Compensation of damage Inflicted by illegal actions

(1) Natural and iegal persons which inflicted damage to the forests of forest governors, owners, and users,
and other property, legal interests of forest, as object of environment, shall compensate the damage in
full, or, in case of opporiunity, to restore the condition as it was before the infringsment. Damage
asumanon procegures are astablished by the Law and otho logal udts,

(2) The right to of initiating a suite for the damage inflicted by illegal actions can be used by:
1) forest governors, cwners, and users whose forests, proparty or legal interests suffered damage;
2) state forest officers, when the damage is inflicled on forest, as object of environment.

CHAPTER VI
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION OF THE REPLIBLIC OF LITHUANIA IN THE FORESTRY

Article 24. International co-operation of the Republic of Lithuania on the forestry issues
The Rapublic of Lithuania, following principles of susiainable forest management, concludes international
agresments on the forestry issues, participates in the activilies of intermational forestry organisations.

Article 25. Application of the international agreements of the Republic of Lithuania

If the intemnational agreements of the Republic of Lithuania define forest use, reforestation and protection
requirements which different from this Law, the provisions of the intemational agreements shall apply.

I, hereto, announce the approval of this Law adopted by the Seimas (*Parliament) of the Republic of
Lithuania

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC VALDAS ADAMKUS
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