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APPROVED

by the Minister of Environment

of the Republic of Lithuania

Order of September 17, 2002, No. 484

POLICY OF THE LITHUANIAN FORESTRY AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Forest represent one of the major Lithuanian natural resources serving for the wetfare of the state and its
citizens, preserving the stability of the landscape and environment guality. Despite the t ownership
form, forest, primarily, is the national property that shall be preserved for the future genergtions at the
same meeting the ecological, economic and soclal needs of the society. Being a source of supply with
timber and other forest products, Torest [s the essential factor of the ecological balance providing bving
places for numerous animal and plant species, stopping the soil arosian, absarbing the carbon dioxide and
purifying the air, protecting the ground and the surface waters, providing opportunities for recreation of the
urban and rural people.

With the purpose of ensuring a sustainable forestry development, satisfying of the forest-rélated needs of
various groups of the society, and ensuring preservation of forasts for further generations,|acknowledging
a long forest growth duration, and taking into regard the differences of the ownership form# and their
relationship, by promoting conditions for proper management of forests with the purpose of economic
bensfits fur the counilry, a long-tenn farestry puticy has been formed in Lithuania in compllance le the
policies of other branches of the economy of the country, based on the traditions of the copntry and
raquiraments of the European Union legal nomms, international conventions, resolutions, agreements,
programmes, and nalicnal lega) acts.

The following instruments are used for the purpose of implementation of the forestry paolicy: well-
organised, qualified forestry administration indapendent from any temporal political changas; the Forest
Law and other legal acts; taxes revenues and financial support: education and fraining; management of
the forestry information; public relations.

Following the principles and directions of forming of the Lithuanian forestry policy, the strategy of the
Lithuanian Forestry devalopment shall be implemented. The main objactive of the SQrategg} is to define the
major instruments for the implementation of the forestry policy for the perfod untl the year b 2015,

Ji. FORESTRY POLICY FORMING PRINCIPLES

The Lithuanian forestry policy ia being formed upon the following principlea:
1) responsibility for the continuous and sustainable use of the forest resources

Considering the role of forests as the major source of the renewable natural resources jor the sotiely,
the forastry policy ensures the responsibility of forest owners, forest govermnors and usars for the state
of forests and a sustainable use of resources and their restoration. The stats, trough the execution of
the state regulating functions of all forests of the country, deveioping of the forest infrastructure, forest
protection against the natural calamities, widespread diseases and pests, provides Ieg?!. financial and
other preconditions for the presarvation of forests, rational use of the forest resources, mesting the
social needs of the society and for the environment protection;

2) compliance to the natlonal legal system and intemational agreements

The Lithuanian forestry policy is formed following the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania and
other legat &cts, and aiso the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildilfe and Nalural
Habitat, signed in 1979 in Bemn, the Biodiversity Convention signed in Rio de Janeiro iri; 862, and
Forest Protection Principles adopted at the United Nations conference “Environment ar;
Devefopment”, the Strasbourg 1990, Helsinki 1993, and Lisbon 1998 resclutions of the Ministerial
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Conferances on Proteclion of Forests in Europe , the principles of the Eurapean Union forestry
strategies, European Union directives on forestry and environment protection issues;
R) participation and so.nparatinn of all intaractad groupe of the snsiety

The policy takes into regard tha opinion of all interested groups of the society, compligs and balances
he interests of forest owners, forest govemnors and users, wood processors, environ

crganisations, and other social groups refated to forest and forestry-refated economy. All major
forestry policy statemants shall ba in complianca with separate stakeholders and submitted for public
consideration of the soclety,

4) variety of forest ownership forms and their equality of rights

The equality of rights for economic activities in forasts of ail ownership forms is implemented. Equat
legal and other conditions both for the management and economic activities in private as well as
state-owned foreats are created. During the development of the Lithuania forestry, the market
economy relationship and free competition principles are sirengthened at the privats ak well as In the
state-owned forestry secior;

5) forestry complexity

Foresiry is being developed in a complex manner upon the basis of multiple use taking into regard its
significance and relations to the consumers of the forest products and services, wood nrouessing
industry structuree as well as other groups of society having their interests in forasts and forestry;

6) continuation of the forestry traditions

The Lithuanian forestry has traditions tested through the course of time, which are taken inte
consideration during the transfer of the experience of foreign countries. Forestry reforms and
reorganisafions, implementation of noveltias on the forestry management and other i issties shall be
performed consistently, taking into consideration the practical know-how of the specialists, public
opinion, and interests of the state.

. GUIDELINES OF THE FORESTRY PCLICY

The Lithuanian forestry policy is being formed and imptemented following four guldelines: general,
economical, ecological, and social.

The general guldeline of the Forestry Policy:
1} preservation and enrichment of the foresl resources
2) ensuring of the variety of forest ownership forms
3) participation of the society in the solution of the major foresiry issues
4) information to the society about the forasts of the country, their condition and management
5) development education and research on forestry issues
6) strengthening and development of international relations

The eccnomic guideline of the Forasiry Palicy

1) a rational, even and continuous use of the forest resources, increase of forest productivity, and
improvemant of the quality of the grown timber

2) increase of the economic efficiency of forestry

The ecological guideline of the Forastry Palicy
1} ensuring of the sustainability of ecosystems
2) preservation of biodiversity and improvement of forest healthiness
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The social guideline of the Forestry Policy:
1} mesting the general forest-related needs of the scciety
2) development of state and private forestry sectors in the context of niral development

V. ANALYSIS OF THE FORESTRY SECTOR

Forests represent one of the most important Lithuanian natural resources having a fundamental economic,
social and ecological significance,

At the present time, forests In Lithuania cover about 2 million heclares, or about 31 per cunl of the terilory
of the country. The total timber volume accumutated in the forests of the country reaches 371.7 million m3.
Forest area per one inhabitant of the country reach 0.57 hectare or 106 m3 of fimber volume accordingly,
The forast resources pennanently increased during the last fifty vears and, at

sufficient for eneuring 4 balanced fulfilment of the public nesds.

t tirna, they ara

Strengths: Sufficiant forest resources for ensuring a balanced fulfiiment of the public needs
and forestry development

The forests of strict reserves, spacial-puspose (ecosystem protection and recreatjonal) forests, and
protactive forests cover 571 thousand hectares or 28.3% of the totat forest area bf the country. About
19% of all Lithuanian forests are under protected tenitories, with forests at the same time making up about
80 % of the otal protecied areas. The Lithuanian forests can be described for a variety of species and

mixtures.

Strengths: Substantial forest areas for forest ecosystem, soll, afr, and water protection,
recregalion, pertorming o other ecological ang social FTuncrons

71.1 % of farest lands are covered by the fourth-group (commercial) forasts, in w'ﬁ\\c\\ s main objeciive of
the economic activities is to form productive forest stands for a permanent timber supply. The average site
class quality is 2.0, the stocking level 0.71, growing stock volume - 193 m3/ha, \Jim the average cument
increment reaching 6.1 m3/ha annually,

It shall be noted that the-annuat felling amount In the forests of the country was 3,0-3.2 million m3 10
years ago. Due o the increasing areas of premature and mature forest stands and their volumes in the
forests of the country, forest cutting volumes are gradually increasing. During the recent years, about 5
million m3 of timber was cut in the Lithuanian forests annually, whereas the total annual current timber
increment reached 11.7 mitlion m3. Forest cutling volumes might reach 6-6.5 millien m3 per year in the
nearest future.

Strengths: Froductive forest stands pradominate, and forest felling volumes enabfe to ensure
the supply of the Industry and Inhabliants with local farest materials, export of
wood products and raw malerial

At present, there are about 400-500 thousand hectares of abandened and unusable agricultural land,
exploited pits and peat-bogs as well as ather abandoned land plots, which could be afforestated. In such a
way the farest cover of Lithuania would be Increased by several per cent and a imate the forest cover
of other Baltic countries. This would ensure an economically rational use of unculfivated and poor-quality

lands.

Opportunlly:  After planting of forests on poor-quality and abandongd lands. the Lithuanian
forest cover would increase by several per cent and epproximate the forest cover
of other Baltic countries
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In Lithuania, forest seediings are grown at mare than 500 nurserigs. The majority of thesg nurseries are
small-size and non-perspective and the quality of the forest seediings grown in some of the nurseries do
not comply to qualily requirements because an efficient use of modern machinery and application of
advanced forest seediings growing technologies is impossible in small-size nurseries, The majority of the
nurserles produce lithie of the deciduous trees, omitochoric trees and bushes, the variety of forest plants is
poor for the increase of the forest blodiversity and establishement of new forests in the agricultural land.

Weakness: Small-sfze nurseries do not ensure qualily of seedlings, their wing costs are
high, limited possibiliies for use of modem machinery sng applicafion of
advanced technoiogies; the majorily of the nurseries produce insufficient
assoriment of the deciduous trees and bushes

Foilowing the results of tong-term forest condilion observations (regional forest monitoring in Lithuania is
performed since 1887) the condition of all kinds of tress deteriorated 1ill 1985. A tendency of forest
condition improvement was observed from 1995. At present moment, the general condition of the
deciouous wrees Is worse i compared to the cendition of the conifereus, The same is vhoe In othor

Europaan oountries. If compeared to ather Eurapean couniries, tha condition of the Lithuanian forests is
average.

Opponunity:  Due fo the decrease of alr poliution and Dy applying the nycessary lorest pest,
disease and other forest damaging factor prevention means, the condition of the
Lithuanian forests could further improve

State forest inventory is performed at al) forests of the country, UpOon tis aata, state cadaster ([fegister) of
forests is performed which covers the data about forests, their owriership, forest resource guantity and
quality as well as the economic value. This data is actualised periodically and Is used for the strategic
forestry planning. All forest holdings have forest management plans upon which the forestry is organised
and all reforestation, forest use, and forast land rmanagement activitics aro performed.

Strengths: All Lithuanian forasts and thelr rasources are inventoried data periodically
actualised and used for the forestry practice

The ownership structure of the Lithuantan forests changes due to the ongoing Land (and forest) Reform.
According to the Forest Law of the Republic of Lithuania, forest can belong both to the state, and also to
the citizens of the Republic of Lithuania on the basis of private ownership. On January 01, . there
was 521 thousand hectares of private forasts, or 26% of the total forest area of the country.! It has baen
estimated that private forasts wili make about 40-45 per cent of the total forest area of the dountry after
completion of the Land (forest) Reform.

Opportunity: ~ Privale forest ownership creefes conditions for forming of the forestiand market
and compelition in the forast sector of the couniry as well as In the forelgn
markels

The Land (forest) Reform lasts for ten years already. However, the ownership rights were restored to haif
of tha forests areas only, i.e. for the areas in which private ownership rights could be restored. About 500
thousand hectaras of forests are reserved for the restitution of the ownership rights and the: '8 are no
economic of commercial activities performed in these areas. This is why the forest resources of he country
are used insufficiently.

Weakness: A slow-proceeding Land (forest) Reform due to which the forest rasources of the
country are used insufficlently
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During the course of the Land (forest) Reform, small forest ownerships emerged (as for January 01, 2002,
the averaga size of a private forest holding was about 4.4 ha), the network of forest owners co-Dperatives
and other economic entities developad very slowly, and the Lithuanian Forest Owners Association covers
only a very small number of the total forest owners. At present time, a quarter, and after the completion of
the reform- aimost a half of the Lithuanian forests with all their functions they perform will be managed by
private forest owners, the estales of which are small-sized, giving little incoms, their forest management
knowledge is insufficient, and the ownership duty concept is poorly developed for ensuring a obsservance
of the sustainable forest management principies.

Weakness: Small-sized private forest holdings, weak co-operation of forest owners and lack
of forestry know-how hinder the development of private forestry.

Lithuania has a comman fira emargency and sanitary forest pratection system, which now ansures fire
emergency and sanilary protection of al forests of the country completely. This system hag been
developad and adopted to big forsst managament entitles, and primarily to the state foresq enterprises.
Due to the increase of small-sized private forest estates, this system might be insufficiently efficient in
enguring fire-emergency ant sanitary protection to all forest ewnership forms,

Threat: Due the increasing number of small-sized private forest estalps, the exisfing
forest fire-emergency and sanitary protection system may be inefficient.

Foresiry is important branch of the Lithuanian economy. The surplus value of the Lithuanian forest sector
{forestry, together with wood industry, including timbar and woad praduct praduction, fibre, paper and
paper items, furniture production) made 3.6 % in 2001, with the forestry sector sharing about 0.6% of the
GDP. Forestry activities are not ubsidised from the state budget. At present, the state forgst enterprises
act like state enterprises upon the Law of State and Municipal Enterprises and pay all taxes foreseen to
the state enterprises. The state forest enterprisas give about 100-130 million LTL o the budget in
forms of various taxes and deductions.

Strengths: Forestry activitias do not need to be subsidised from the state budget.

forest enterprises. Some state forest enterprises become too smali in size for performing efficient
ecohomic aciivities and for ensuring implementation of all reforestation, forest protection, and
maintenance instrumants.

The increasing areas of private forest decrease respectively the state forest areas managaE by state

Threat: Due to the decrease of stale forest areas, part of the state forest énterprises may
bacome economically inefiicient.

Foresiry specialists with university, college, and secondary-school level education have beén pr9|_:ared
from the third dacade of the last century in Lithuania. Qualified forestry personnel educatior) traditions
have almost aighty years. The greater part of the forestry study graduates work in the fo sactor. For
example, aboul 80 per cent of the 1990-2000 year graduates of the Lithuanian Agricultural University,
Forest Faculty work at state forest enterprises or other forestry-reiated enlerprises and ations. The
general gualification of the specialists working in the forestry sector Is high enough now,

Strengths: A sufficiently tigh qualification of the spaciaflsis working in the forestry sector

The wood cut in the Lithuanian forests is prepared in assortments most often, its _transport ion using
forwarders and self-loading trailers is increasing. in 2000, the state forest enterprises prepared about 86
per cent of limbar in assoriments, and only 4 per cent in stems or semi-stems. AIMOST Wo-Lhirus of the

timber praduced at state forest enterprises were transported out of forests using forwarders or self-
loading trailers.
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Strengths: State forest enterprises use rational imber harvesting technblogies and modern
machinery

There are about 30 thousand kilometres of forest roads in the country. This road netwark is well-
maintained with about 20 per cent of the tota) road network repaired and with about 100 km new ferest
roads congtructed annuaily. Such a wide and permanently maintained and renewed road network creates
good conditions for timber harvesting works and arrangements of timber sales.

Strengths: A susfficient road network for the foresiry deveiopment

The state forest enterprises and administrations of the national parks use the services of contractors for
timber harvesting, reforestation and thinning develiopment widaly. The contractor-based work volumes
increase in all of the above-mentioned foregtry aclivities. In2000, the contractors cut 87 ls:se\' cent of frees in
ihe state forest snterprises, and extracted out of felling sites about 32 per cent of all harvested timber.
Ruring the same yedr, the contraciors planted 71 per cent of the tolal refloreslalion areak and lended 62
per cent of the thinning areas.

Oppartunity:  Increasing contracfor work volumes creale favourable conditions for development
of private contractor companies

The greater part of the prepared roundwood is sold for the jocal market with quite a significant quantity
exparted, in 2001, 1.3 milion m3 of the round wood and about 750 thousand m3 of sawn timber products
was exported alroad (this quantity equals to approximalely two-lhirds of Lhe lotal sawn-timber produged in
tha country). The voiumes of imported round wood are very insignificant.

Opportunity:  Favoursble geographical location of the country for the develbpment of foreign
{rade in wood products

Weaknass: Too big exports of round and primarily-processed wood

Pulpwood makes up the majority of the exported round woed, the possibilifies of the uge of which are very
limited in the country. At the prasent time, the exports of the pulpwood reached 1 millicn m3 per year.
Other typas of smali-sized round wood and residual products are not used efficiently in the country.

Woeaknose: insufficlently develaped timbar industry of the country

With the support of forelgn countries and intemational funds various Iintemational projects have been
implemented on the foresiry development lssues in Lithuania. During the preparation for the European
Union membersiip, the accessing states recalva suppart from the accession support initialives. and after
Lithuania becomes member, it will have an opportunity to use the structural funds of the Eurapean Union,

Opportunity: ~ Use of the support of foreign countries, intemational and European Union
sfructural funds for the development of the forest sector

V. VISION

The Lithuanian forests — a natural element of the Lithuanian landscape distinguishing for their healthiness,
biodiversity, productivity and stability, supplying with fimber and other wood products, iding home for
numerous animal and plant species, stopping soil erosion, absorbing carbon dioxide and purifying the alr,
protacting ground and surfaca waters, satisfying other balanced ecological, economical, and social public
needs.
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The Lithuanian forestry - a modern, market-oriented branch of the country’s economy ratiopa!ly using and
incraasing the forest resources, having a developad infrastructure and qualified personnel, applying
modern technologies, creating working places and cosy living surroundings.

1.
1.1.

1.2

1.3.

Vi. MISSION OF THE STATE

To form and implement a rational forestry development poiicy, which would ensuré ecologically,
economically and socially balanced development of the forestry sector.

To ensure the stability of the forest ecosystems, preservafion of the biodiversity, increase of the
forest productivity, improvement of their quality and heaithiness.

To praserve the vaiuable forest genetic fund by using the national forest genetic resources for the
establishing and creating of new objects of forest seed basis.

To increase the forest cover of Lithuania by planting forests on uncullivated and poor-duality solls as
well as other non-used land areas where forest planting would contribute 1o the formation of the
Lithuanian natural carcass.

To ensure the variety of forest ownership forms and the efficiency of forestry state ragulation.
To ensure meeting of the general forest-related soclat needs of the saciety.

To treats a favourable iegal, economic and institutional enviranment for the effective and competitive
functioning of the forest economy, wooed industry and a variety of forest business enterprises in a free
market.

To encolrage innovations, compstitiveness, development of markets and establishment of working

placae.

To ensure the maintenance of the scientific potential and its raticnal application as well as the
preparation of high-qualification foresiry specialists.

VIi, STRATEGIC FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES

Preservation and Increase of the forest resnurces

A rational use of the forest resources by decreasing the share of clear-cutling , forming and
establishing ecologically stae forest stands and restoring them in a timely manner.

Limitation of forest areas conversion Into other purpose lands by applying legal and administrative
means.

Establishing of new forests, increase of the Lithuanian forest cover by 3% during the fiexi 20 years
with the purpose of increasing the ecological stability of the country and ensuring the rcle of
foresis in the general rural development (iIncomes, work places, soclal and economic stability) as
well as economically rational use of uncultivated and poor-guality solis taking into regard the
environmental, landscape formation, protection of the cultural heritage, tourism development and
cther factors,

2, Ensuring of the forest ownership variety

2.1.

22,

Creation of the legal conditions for the provision of the forest ownarship rights fo the Lithuanian
and foreign natural and lagal persons.

Creation of equal legal conditions for nefural and legal pereons after the completion of the Land
(and forest) Reform to obtain former reserved forest for the restitution of the ownership rights not
taken by the owners, the forests which are not rational for the use of the state forest managers,
and providing a priority to the state in protected areas,
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2.3.  Correction of small-area state forests interfering into larger private forest ership areas ang
vice versa as well as carrection of non-rational boundaries hetwseaen the forests of the state and
the private sector through equivalent forest propsrty exchanges.

2.4, Davelopment of privats forest owners training, consuiting and education systém and preparation
of separate education and training programmes using the existing potential of private forest owner
sel-goveming organisations, forest research and training, consulting and education institutions,

25.  Creation of legal and economiz preconditions promoting merging of small-sized forest holdinge,
association and co-operation of the forest owners,

3. Participation of the society In the solution of the major forastry issues

3.1.  Perdorming of public opinion polls end sociviogical researches, organising of discussions in the
periodical prese and ather means of mass media on the forestry issues, analysis and application
of the obtained infonnation af 1aking the state-goveming decisions.

32. Co-operation of foresters and Interested groups of the society for co-ordination of forestry

devaiopinenl and sulving prublemaltic forsatry lesues.

4. Informing of the society about the forests of the country, thelr condifion and management

4.1.  improvement of a conlinuous and periodical forest resource and condition moriitoring system and
forestry sector statisiics taking into consideration the criteria and ind! adopted by the
Eurcpean Union,

4.2, Preparation of a common forestry information supply sysiem by jeining databases existing at

saparata institutions into a cammon system and by creating necessary databases foeresseing
information exchange not only inside the forestry sector, but with the ouiside infermation users as

well,

4.3.  Systematic presentation of informaticn about the condition of state-owned and private forasts and
forestry in official periodical publications and through other mass media, as well as by issuing
spacial statistical publications.

4.4. Popularisation of forest sclence and education activities.

8. Developmont of forest rasearch and forast education

51,  Establishing of the fundamental and applied scientific research priorities for forest and wood
industry, implamentation and deveiopment of research by ensuring the maintenance of the
existing forast ressarch potential and its rationat application.

b.2. Co-operation of the Lithuanian forest educatiun and unlversily, high-school qon-university and
professional training organisations seeking a more efficient research development and application
of results for practice and training, Involvement of young specialists into scientffic activities.

53. Actualisation of the university, high-schoo! non-university and professional training school
programmes paying @ greater atiention for teaching of lhe markel economy basics, sustainable
forest management principlas, application of modem technologies and use of machinery, and
other urgant forest education areas.

54. Preparation of long-term co-operation programmes betwesn research and education
organisations of the Baltic and the European Unlon countrigs foreseeing teagher and siudent
exchanges, training and research programms opportunities abroad.

6. Strengthening and development of Internafional relations

6.1. Co-ordination of the Lithuanian legal acls, regulating the faresiry ag:;’liviﬁas according to the
requirements of interationat documents, taking into regard the Convention on th Conseryatbn pf
European Wildlife and Natural Habitat, signed in 1979 in Bem, Biodiversity Convention signed in
Rio de Janeiro in 1092, and Forest Protection Principles adopted at the United Nations conference
“Epwironment and Development”, the Strasbourg 1290, Helsinkt 1883, apd Lisbon 1980
resolutions of the Ministerial Conferences on Protection of Forests in Europe , principles of the
European Union forestry policles and sfrategies, European Unlon directives on forestry and
environment prataction issuas.
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6.2,

6.3,

6.4,

Setting of priorities for co-operation with the foreign countries, preparation of & programme for
practical co-operation. \
Implementation of changes related to the enlargement of the Europsan Union taking into
consideration the requirements of intemational resolutions, conventions and agreements, and in
co-oparation with inlemational organisations.

Information and know-how exchange on the forestry issues with Intemationa) orggnisations and
individual foreign countries with the purpose of a mutually beneficiat use of information,

7. Rational, sustainable and continuous use of the forest resources and increase of the forest
productivity

7.1.

7.2,
7.3.

7.4,

7.5,

Differentiated use of the forest resources upon forest groups and categ , @lmed at
economically valuable forest stand formation at IV and IIl group forests, giving a priority for the
preservation of the nature values In Il and | forest groups.

Implamentation of forast management activities in forests based on forest managemeant plans and
raquiremenis of forest research.

Caontrol of forest resource use at forests of all ownership forms taking into regard the actual timber
increment, free species compoesition and age structure, and sesking a continuous use,

Application of forest tree breeding means, thinning, improvement of forest infrastructure {roads,
ditches, technological lines and routes) end improvement of the sconomic instruments, 1aking into
regard the requirements for sustainable forest management and the abundance of small-sized
private forest holdings,

improvement of forest protection against plundering and thefts with a desper diffdrentiation into
legal fiabilily end by developing forest protection atructures.

8. Improvement of the economic efficiency of forestry

B.1.

8.2,

8.3.

8.4,

8.5.

8.6.

8.7.

8.8.

8.9.

8.10.
8.11.

Optimising of forestry state regulation system by preparing and implementing an optlmal forestry
slate regulation modei based on the Lithuanian forestry traditions, European Union requirements
as woll as the Lithuanian snd foreign countries' forestry administration systems tegal and
economic gituation analysis. :

Increase of efficiency of the companies involved in forest commercial activities by preparing and
implementing optimal economic activity organisation models in forests.

Improvement of complex forest management activitles in stats forests, including reforestation,
maintenance, protection, rational use of forest resources, trade In round wood and other forest
resources as well as low-quality wood and fuel-wood selling as non-cut forest.

Improvement of the taxation system in the forestry sector taking into regard market economy
conditions.

Renewal of forest managsment aclivities in the forests reserved for the n tion of the
ownerehip rights seeking to include these, as soon as possible, info forest resource use and
ensure forestry incomes from these forests afler the completion of the Land {forest) Reform.

Use of more economically efficient forest machinery and technologies by apptﬁqg of low-cost
demanding and ecologically-sound forestry management systems (for example, ihe natura)
regeneration).

Increass of the size of forest nurseries and their modermnisation seeking to ensure the quality of the
forest seedlings, decrease thair growing costs, as well as to use modern and advanced forest
seediings growing technologies.

Increase of a raticnal use of smail-sized wood and feiling residues inside the domestic market by
developing the capacity of the wood processing industry and use of this type of wood for the
energetic purposes.

Introduction of a compansation system for the forest owners for their losses due fo the restrictions
of forest management activities in the protecied areas unaer esiapnsiment.

Promotion of investments into the forest products production and marketing.

Promotion of wood product exports.
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9. Ensuring of sustanabiiity of forest ecosystems

9.1.  Preparation of the sclentifically.-hesed nevimative proposals for the co-ordinatign of econemic and
soclal issues during the establishment of protected areas, revising the existing boundaries and
establishing a related economic ragime in these forests.

9.2, Inveniory of natwral and semi-natural forests (based on FAO classification), a more exact
clarification of their protaction regime arid establishment of new protectsd t es primarily at
the most vaiuable natural object habitals,

8.3,  Restoration of the ecological valus of degraded forest ecosystems,

10. Preservation of the biodiversity and improvement of forest healthlness
10.1.  Improvement of register and protection of rare and extinction plant and animal species and their
habitats.

10.2. Reforestation and forest planting upon tha acological-genstic basis. planting mora of mixed
plantations, hard deciduous, combining afforestation with the natural regenerafion, paying a
special attention to the formation of sustalnable forest edges.

10.3. Increase of the assoriment of forast nurserias’ production sesiing to ensure the stability of the
planted forasts and presarvation of the biodiversity.

104. Distinguishing of basic valuable forest populations in the each natural forest region by preserving
the natura! spacies and genetic structure through a natural use of the genelic resowrces for
reproduction.

10.5. Improvement of the unified forest fire-emergency and sanitary forest protectien systems on the
national level taking into consideration the abundance of small-sized private forest hoidings.

10.8. Reduce of chemical forest protection means and their replacement with biologicsl and mechanical
means.

10.7. A ratlonal use of the game animal resources with the purpose of balancing their numbers in
populations, reduction of their damage for forests, and other requirements.

11. Satisfying of the genoral forestrelated soclety needs

11.1. Co-ordination of forest visiting reguiation taking into fegard the needs of forest ownars and the
whole socialy.

112, Development of the cognitive recreation and tourism infrastructure in the forests.

11.3. Ensuring of the preservation of the cultural herituge objects In state-owned and privaie forests,
taking a special regard to the specifics of smali-sized forest holdings.

11.4. Promotion of women emplayment in the forestry sector.

12. Development of state and private forestry in the context of the general rural devalopment

12.1. Creation of new working places in the forestry sector by devsioping various forest businesses,
economical promation of these businesses (subsidies, preferential credits, tax privileges and efc.)
in the rural developrent context.

122. Promotioh of recreational, hunting and other service providing to the society and promotion of
non-wood forest product development in the privale and state forestry sector.

12.3. Improvement of the social security for those working in the forest sector seeking to create better
wark safety conditions for both state and privato forestry seclor.

124. Integration of private forestry development into the general rural development programmas co-
ordinating the activities with the rural self-goveming institutions.
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Vill. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGIC FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES

A plan of aclicns and measure shall be concluded for the imptementation of the stiategic forestry
development objactives which shall include definite acfions and mearns for the development of sebarate
sirategic ohjstiives esiablishing the period Tor the implemantation of these means and defining the
executives in charge,

IN COMPLIANCE WITH
Minister of Ecomomics of the Republie of Lithuania

Petras Césna, 2002

IN COMPLIANCE WITH
Minister of AgricuYure of the Republic of Lithuania

Jeronimas Kragjelis, 2002



