encral Notice No. 620 of 1999
MIINISTRY OFF ENVIRONMENT, HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT & EMPLOYMENT

Department of Environment
Guidelines for coastal water quality

The following guidelines are hereunder published for the information of the public with regards to coastal
ater quality requirements for various activities around the Republic of Mauritius.

Classification Principal beneficial uses/objectives
itegory A - Conservation
ass Al — Conseevation of coral community ~ Consenvation of coral commuaity
ass A2 - Conservution of natural areas AZ Conservation of natural areas such as NIANEroves, sea gras*: m!\l-

life habitat and marine spawning, nursing and feeding grounds.

tegory BB — Recreation

ass Bl - Primary contatt B1 — Watér sports like $wimming, diving, surfing where there is direct
T contact.
155 B2 - Secondary contact B2 - Warer spons such as boating, fishing and other activities. involv-

ing less body contact or where. dlre-.t coatact with water may occur but
lh¢ probability of body immersion is minimal,

tegory C - Fish eries

tss Cl - Aqua-culture .Cl ~ Propagation of imaring life such as fish, crabs, shrimps, dnd othar
7 ' marine fauna. .
155 C — Shelifish C2 - Cutture of sh2llfish - eysters, mussels, clams,

tegory D — Industrial

tss D — Industrial and othzrs D - Natura! water rzsources used as a raceiving water body for industrial
and agriculiral discharges (harbour, power statien and other industria!
activitiés). There should be ro unpleasant odour to people residing neurk»

ch activity réguiires different water quality and this is indicatad undc:?.‘.calh

tegory A is meant for the conservation of the coral community and natUral areas.

ass A1 is intended for the coral ecosystem and requires seawater quality tha L will not hamper healthy corad
nvth.

1ss A2 is for the conservation of natural areas as mizntionad in the table above and requires a stightly less
nzent water quality.

tegory B is intended for recreation purposes.

15s BI defincs the water quality nezded for sports such as swimming, diving, surfing, etc. where e i
ximum body coniaci with the water. For this class thz poiential health hazards due to pathogenic micgo-
anisms have been considered.

15s B2 is intended for water sports such as boating. fishing, etc. where there is likely to be minimal body

v it

tact with water, and so the quality of the water is |€3$ tringent especially with regards to pathogsnic
:rO-0rganisms.

-
tegory C concerns fisheries.
5s'Cl is intended for the production of fish, crabs, shrimps, cic.
1ss C2 is for the culture of shellfish where the requirements for pathogenic organisms are very.string :nk
tepory D comprises the remaining coastal areas, whichaztas receiving body: for industriaband a2riculfical
sharges and include the harbour, power wensrating plans, anilother inddstrial activities. :\'o it are
yosed tor pathozeniz micro-orzanizms but theee shiould Be o vaplaasant odoue to peopls resiting m.df\?j



Coastal water quality requirements for various categories .

CATEGORY A 8 c o
‘ _ Consacvation Receeation Fisheries Endustrial
Al Al o1 | e cl. c1 D
Clasa - Conal Nawral | Peimary § Sccondary | Aqua- Sheilfsh Iadustrdal
Community Arzas Corntact Cartact colture & others
Pammetrs. Ush - ) "
— : . - .
'y - 15-8.5 75-85)]715-65] 75-85]70-.85 7.0‘- 3.5 7.0-9.0
i‘:;;:;c_lﬁ e c ambicnt ambient § ambient | ambient | ambient | ambiem ambient
Suspeaded Solids migl ., s s s_ L 1 15| s s
pissolved Oxygen ! _mat >5. >3 ki >$ >5 >5 >3
Cremical Oxygen mg/t 1- 1 3 3 s s P
Demand' - 7
Toul Colifogms | CFUYI00mi | 1000 1000 | tood [ se00 | toc0 | —
faccal Coliforms | CFU/100mi | 200 200 200 1000 | ~200 .} 14 _
Firate-nitrogen gl 02 |03 |-os 0.3 08 0.8 1.0
Froiphate mgh 0.4 005 |.008 | 005 | 00s | oos 0,1,
Ot &: Grease miph ) Not detzctable by N-hexane extraction method
Phenot — - = -~ —f—mzl 005 )
Arsznic _mgh | 005
Codmiuipr - LA _wel 05 3
Cyanids 1o mgh 20}
Chromiuti mgi 0.05 -
Copper mgfl - J 0.05
Lead ) mg’i 0.03
Total Marcury meg/) 0.0003

by alk;-nlir;e polassium permanganate method
* organisms per 100 il by MPN method
' CFU : Colony Forming Unit

Date: 16 Aprif 1999.



