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12 of 1973 
2 of 1983 

safety of all vessels used on inland waters of hlalali.i, for the 
safety of passengers and cargo, for the conlpetency of masters 
and crews and for matters incidental thereto, and connected 
therewith 

(SECTIONS 1, 2, 5 (2) AND 10, PARTS V, VI, AND VIT-IGTH 
FEBRUARY, 1970 ; RE~IAINDER-l ST JUNE, 1970 

short t i h  1. This Act Inay be cited as  the Inland Waters Shipping Act. 

I!~tcrprctn- 2. I n  this Act, unless the context otlier\vise sccluircs- 
t l O l l  "certificate of registration" means a certificate of registration 

issued under section 7; 
"crew" incluclcs any person employed in a \-csscl other than thc 

master; 
''fishing vesscl" means a vessel, irrespective of the method of 

propulsion used, which is for the time being employed in 
fishing for the purpose of sale or  trade and which does not 
carry passengers or goods other than in connesion with such 
employment ; 

"harbour" Ineans a place or area designated as a harbour by the 
Minister under section 37; 

c c hire or  rewasd", in rclation to tlic use ofany \,csscl. means the use 
of such vessel on inland waters in rctusn for payment or 
inaterial advantage o n  one or  inore occasions, \vhcther or  not 
the vessel is used without thes erviccs of n master or  crew; 

cchol~le port" means the place at  which n vesscl is habitually kept 
when not on voyage; 



''inland waters" means such waters as may bc declared to be inland 
waters by the Minister undcr scction 23; 

"master" means thc pcrson lin\,i~ig command as charge of a vcsscl; 
< 6 owncr" includcs, in tlic casc of  :l vcsscl which is tllc subjcct of a 

hire-purchase ngrccment, tllc pcrson in posscssion of tllc 
vessel in terms of that agrecmcnt; 

L < passenger" includcs c\cry person carricd in g vessel other than 
thc mastcr or crew thereof; 

"registrar of vessels" means a registrar of \~csscls appointed by tlic 
Minister undcr scction 6;  

6 6 navigation mark" includcs ally bcacon, buoy, light, notice and 
any other mark or aid to na\ igation provided for the purposcs 
of this Act; 

"surveyor" means any person appointed hy the Minister as a 
surveyor of vessels undcr section 5; 

"surveyor's certificate" means a certificate issued by a survcyor 
under section 5;  

"ton" means the unit of mcnsurcrncnt of the tonnage of a vcsscl 
ascertained in the manner prescribed; 

"vessel" includes e\.ery description of water craft used or capable 
of being used as a means of transportatian on water. 

PAR?' I 

3.-(1) Subject to tlic pro\ i\iot~\ of suhs~~ t ion  (2), tllc pro- A ~ ~ ~ l i ~ ; t l i c l r l  

visions of this I'art shall ;q>ply to c\tct.y vc\bcl irscd on inland watc~ s ;': $','A3 
which is uscd for hirc or rcnard or wliosc mr;nsurcment cxcccds 
such tonnage or measurement as may be prescribed by the 
Minister. 

(2) There shall bc cscmptcd f~.oln thc provisions of this Part- 
(a) a vessel uscd solely for pr-i\,atc purj~oscs or plcasurc and 

not for hire and rc\\ard ; 
(5) a canoe; 
(c) a vesscl thc homc port of \vhich is odtsidc Malaivi; and 
(d) such othcr vcsscls or cl;lsscs of vcsrclsias luay be prescribed 

by the Minister. 

4. No person shall usc or pcrmit to bc ,wed on any inlnnd vessels to he 
waters a vessel to \vhicli thc pro\ i5ions of tlds Part apply unless- "zE~~,""" 

(a) such vcsscl has bccn sus\ cgcd and I cgislcred in accordance 
with thc ~xovisions of t l l i 4  Acl:  and 

(b) there is in force in rcspcct of such \,rsscl a valid certilicatc 
of registration. 



LAWS OF RIALAli'I 

4 Cap. 71 :01 In Iatl(1 b/ctrer.s Sllippitlg 

Survey of 5.-(1) Before an application for the registration of any vessel 
vessels is made such vessel shall be surveyed in accordance with the 

provisions of this Act. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act tlic hlini\tcr sllall, by notice 
published in tlie Gazette, appoint a ?iira.cyor li>r each port of 
registry and an application for the sur\cy of a \csscl shall be 
niade by the owner of the vessel in tlie form and manner pre- 
scribed to a surveyor at  a port of rcgistry on thc inlzuid waters on 
which the hoiiie port of the vessel is situatcd. 

(3)  After receipt of an application under subsection (2) the 
surveyor concerned shall survey the vessel for the purpose of 
determining- 

(a) whether the vessel is seaworthy; 

(b) whether tlie vessel is equipped in accordance wit11 the 
provisions of this Act; 

(c) the description, tonnage, dimensions, name and method of 
propulsion ; 

(d) the geographical limits or areas of inland \jraters outside 
which the vessel may not be used having regard to her construc- 
tion, suitability for navigation and safe operation; 

(e )  the maximum number of passengers and the maximum 
quantity of cargo to be carried thcrcin ; 
(f) the crew to be carried therein and standards of competency 

to be attained by meiiibers of such crew; 
( g )  such further matters as may bc pscscribcd by the Ministcl-, 

(4) On completion of his survey undcs subsection (3)  thc 
surveyor shall, if he is satisfied that tlie vessel is seaworthy and is 
equipped in accordance with the provisions of this Act, issue a 
certificate in such form as niay be prcscribcd, setting out the 
information and his opinion relating to the matters referrcd to in 
subsection (3). 

(5) Where a surveyor, in  the course of a survcy under subsection 
(3), finds a vessel to be unseaworthy or to lack equipment required 
under this Act, he shall make n full list in lvriting of all such 
defects and shall give a copy thereof to the onner of the vessdl 
and shall notify him of the date by \\hicl1 the vcssel rnay be 
produced for further examination, and after all such dcfccts arc 
subsequently remedied to the satisfaction of the surveyor 
concerned, he shall issue a ccrtificatc in accordance with thi 
provisions of subsection (4). 

(6) A surveyor's certificate shall be valid for such period as may 
be prescribed. 
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6.-(1) For the purposes of this Act the Minister shall, by J>OI.~S 01. 
notice published in the Gnzerre, appoint ports of registry and shall legistry 
appoint a registrar of vessels for each such port. 

(2) Every registrar of vessels sh:~ll. in scs],gct of the port of 
registry for which 11c is appointed, maintain' in tllc form and 
manner prescribed a register of vcsscls registered at that port. 

7.-(1) An application for registl-ation of a vcssel shall be made Jicgistrntion 

by the owner in the form and manner prescribed to a registrar of ('rvcs'c*s 

vessels at a port of registry on the inland waters'9n which the home 
port of the vessel is situated and, unless otllerwisc prescribed, 
such application shall be nccon~panied by n valid surveyor's 
certificate. 

(2) No person shall bc registcrcd as the owtler of a vessel until 
he has made a declaration as to his ownership of tllc vessel in 
questioil and, in respect of vessels of such class as may be pre- 
scribed, has includcd in such dcclaratio~~ n st:t!pnicnt of thc name 
and address of ally 1)crson or pcrso~is who will have command or 
charge of such vessel as master. 

(3) As so011 as the rcquircments of this Act preliminary to 
registration have been complied with, the registrar of vessels 
to whom application for registration has been made shall entcr i l l  

the register of vessels for his port- 
(a) where applicablc, thc dctails colnpriscd in thc surveyor's 

certificate; 
(b) the name and address of t l~c  registcrcd owner; 
(C) w11erc applicable, thc Iiarnc and address of the master, 

and shall issue to thc owncr ri  ccrtilicatc of rcgistratio~l setting 
out the particulars respecting the vesscl in tlzg register of vessels 
and such other particulars as may be prescribcd. 

(4) A registrar of vesscls shall not rcgistcr n vcsscl which has 
been brought to inland waters from outsidc &lalaGi unless he is 
satisfied by such proof as he may require that t11e provisions of the 
Customs and Excise Act, applicablc to tho; vessel have becn Cap. 42:01 

complied with. 

8.-(1) Unless otherwise provided under t q s  Act, every certifi- oL,,,ti(,n ,,,I 
cate of registration shall retl~ain in force and1 be deemed to be a rcncwnl of 

ccr1iIic;~tcs of valid certificate of registration for such pcriod as may be pre- rcgistl.ntion 

scribed. 

(2) Application for renewal of a ccrtificatc of registration sllall 
be made by the owner of thc vcsscl in t h q  form and manncr 
prescribed at any time not caslicr than 011 ,month before SLICII 
certificate expires, and shall it1 all casts bc r~c  ompanied by a valid 
surveyor's certificate. 

1 
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(3) Where the owner of a vessel has made application for 
renewal of a certificate of registration in accordance with the 
provisions of subsection (2) ,  the certificate of registratio~l shall 
be treated as remaining in force and be deemed to be 4 valid 
certificate of registration until the owner is notified in writing of 
the result of his application. 

An~cnd- 9.-(1) Subject to. the provisions of subsection (2), whcrc any 
mentsin particular concerning a vessel in respect of which a certifjcate of 
certificates of 
registration registration is in force is so altered as not to correspond with the 
andregister particulars concerning such vessel contained in the register of 

vessels under section 7 (3), the owner shall, not later than twenty- 
one days after such alteration, submit the certificate of registration 
to the registrar of vessels by whom it was issued and notify him of 
the reasons for s u ~ h  submission and such registrar shall make all 
necessary amendments in the certificate and in the register of 
vessels. A registrar may, in his discretion, issue a new certifigate of 
registration instead of amending a certificate under this sutiaection 
and may cancel a certificate and delete the relevant entries in the 
register when he is satisfied that a vessel is permanently removed 
from or is permanently incapacitated for use on inland waters. 

(2)  Where all amendment in a certificate of registration or a 
register is requircd by reason of- 

(a)  an alteration in the dimensions, superstructure or tonnage 
of the vessef, or a permanent alteration in the method of 
propulsion of the vessel, or the addition of a superstructure to 
the vessel ; or 

(6)  the use for hire or reward of a vessel which was nQt used 
for that purpose when the certilicatc of registration was last 
issued or renewed, 

the registrar of vessels concerned shall not make any such amend- 
ment unless the certificate of registration submitted to him under 
subsection ( I )  is accompanied by a valid surveyor's certificate 
issued, as the case may be, after the completion of the alteration 
described in paragraph (a )  or within such period as may'be pre- 
scribed before the use of the vessel for hire or reward. 

(3) Where an owner fails to comply with the provisions of 
subsection (l) the certificate of registration in question shall, unless 
the registrar of vessels concerned otherwise directs, be no longer 
deemed to be a valid certificate of registration. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of tlus section, the registration of 
a vessel may be transferred from one port of registry to another on 
written application by the owner to the registrar of vessel5 at the 
existing port of registry. Every such application shall ' be ac- 
companied by the certificate of registration for the vessel in 
question. 
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(5) Upon receiving an application undcr subsection (4) the 
registrar concerned shall transmit notice thereof to the registrar 
of vessels at the intendcd port of registry together with the certifi- 
cate of registration and a copy of all particulars relating to the 
vessel as noted in the register under his control. On the receipt 
of such documents the registrar of vessels at the intended port of 
registry shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (6),  enter in 
his register of vessels all the particulars relevant to the vessel in 
question and shall issue a new certificate of registration and there- 
after the vessel shall be considcrcd for the purp~ses of this Act 
as being registered at the new port of registry. 

(6) Where, in the case of an application to transfer the registra- 
tion of a vessel undcr subsections (4) and (5), the intended port of 
registry is not on the same inland waters as the'existing port of 
registry, the registrar of vessels at the intended port of registry 
may, before complying with the provisions of subsection (5), 
have regard to the suitability of tllc vessel for s a f ~  navigation on 
the inland waters on which the intended port of registry is situated 
and may require a surveyor to survey the vessel and report to 
him as to such suitability. If a surveyor so required reports that 
any alteration in the construction, condition or equipment of the 
vessel is necessary to make it safe for navigation on the inland 
waters on whjch the intended port of registry is situated, the 
registrar of vessels at such port shall not register a vessel under 
subsection (5) until a surveyor is satisfied that such alteration has 
been made. 

(7) Where the registration of a vessel is transferred to a new 
port of registry under subsections (4) and ( 9 ,  the new certificate of 
registration issued under subscction (5) shall, pnless otherwise 
provided under this Act, remain in force and be deemed to be a 
valid certificate of registration until the date qf expiry of the 
certificate which it rcplaccs, so however, that if it has been issued 
after a survcy rccluircd undcr subscction (6), its criod of validity 
shall commence 011 thc dntc on which it is issuedP 

10.-(1) The Minister may prescribe classes of vessels des- Mnstcrs and 
cribed by tonnagc, dimensions or, cithcr additionally or alter- C r C W S ~ f  

vcsscls natively, the purpose for which tlicy are uscd, which shall not be 
used upon inland waters unless under the colnmand or in the 
charge of a competent master and may prescribe the numbers 
and standards of competency of persons to be carried as crew in a 
vessel of any such class. 

(2) For the purposes of this section a master or member of a 
crew shall be deemed to be competent when lte has attained such 
standards of competency as Inay be prescribed a r  the Minister is 
otherwise satisfied as to his competency. 

L.R.O. ]/l974 
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PART 11 

Licensing 11. A licensing authority for the purposes of this Act shall be 
authority such public officer or public officers as the Minister may, by notice 

published in the Gazette, appoint. 

Licensingof 12.--(l) Subject to subsection (2), no person shall, except 
vcsscls used under and in accordance with thc terms of a licence issued under 
for water 
transport this Act, use any vessel upon inland waters for the carriage of- 
12 of 1973 

(a)  any goods or any person for hire or reward; or 

(b) any goods for or in connexion with any trade or business: 

Provided that fishing gear and fresh fish carried on board a 
fishing vessel shall not be considered to be goods for the purposes 
of this subsection. 

(2) The Minister may, by notice published in the Gazette, 
exempt any vessel or class of vessels from the provisions of this 
section. 

Usingvessel 13. Any person who uses a vessel in contravention of the 
contra- provisions of section 12 shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a 

vention of 
section 12 fine of K400. 

Duration of 14.-(1) Every licence shall, unless revoked, continue in force 
licence for one year from the date on which it is expressed to take effect: 

Provided that if on the date of the expiration of a licence 
proceedings are pending before the licensing authority on an 
application for the grant of a new licence in substitution for an 
existing licence held by the applicant, the existink licence shall 
continue in force until such application is disposed of. 

(2)  With a view to enabling any vessel to bc uscd tcmporarily- 
(a) for the purpose of a seasonal business; 

(b) for the purpose of thc execution of a pnrticular piecc of 
work; or 

(c)  for any other purpose of limited duration, 
a short-term licence may be granted for a pcriod not exceeding 
three months. 

Licence not 15. No licence shall be transferable cxccpt n,ith the licensing 
transferable authority's written consent endorsed on such licence. 

Form of 16. Licences shall be in such form as may be prescribed and a 
licence separate licence shall be issued in respect of each vessel. 



JI~I(UI(I IY(~~CI..Y SIi@pitig Cap. 71 $1 4e 

PART 111 

17. Every person applying for a licence to use any vessel for I'roccduse on 
the carriage of passengers or goods shall submit in writing to a ~ ~ , ! ' ~ [ ~ ~ $ ~  
licensing authority particulars regarding the following matters- 

(a) the type of vessel to be uscd; 
(6) the construction and motive po\vcr of sucll vessels; 
(c) the total number of crc\v to be carried in such vessel; 
(d) the number of passengers sucl~ vessel is intended to carry; 
(e) tlie placcs bet\jecn which such vcsscl is intended to be 

navigated (including places. if  any. ou!sidc MalaGi) ant! tlic 
services to bc pro\ idcd thcl.cby; 
(f) such other particulars as the llcetising authority may 

require in rclation to tllc ripplicatiori. 

18.-(1) A licensing authority sllnll publish in the Gn:erre o~,jcCcioll t o  

notice of cvcry application for a liccncc and such notice shall npl7lication 
specify the time n itllin \\hicll, and the mnnncr in which, objections for 'icC1lCc 

may be madc to the grant of tlic npplicatio~i. 

(2) When considcl.ing an applicatioli the liccnsing authority 
shall have rcgard to any ol?jcctions to the apl~licntion which may 
be made by persons \v110 arc :lIrc:tdy providing transport facilities 
for the carriage of goods or pnsscngel-s between the same places 
which the a~~plicant intends to serve. 

19.-(1) A licensing authosi ty shall have fill1 power in its I>isc~.rtion of 
discretion citl~er to grant or to rcli~se any application for a Iiccncc ~ ~ ~ l ~ : ? J : " ~ ~  
or to issue any licelicc sul,jcct to,sucl~ conditions as the licensing grant o; 
authority may tl l ink fit to attacli.. rcfusc 

Iicc~~ccs 
(2) In exercising its discretion as athresaid the licensing 

authority shall have regard to tlie follo\vinQ matters- 

(6) the extent to \\liich i t  is necessary in the public interest to 
prevent unecononiic conipctition with other transport serviccs; 

(c) the cstc~it to \vliicll Illc routc or roulcs in rcspccl of \vllicI~ 
the application is madc are nlrendy served; 

(d) the desirability of encouraging the provision of adequate 
and efficient services : 

(e)  the desirability of elinlinating and preventing the growl11 
of unnecessary or unrcniunerative services; 

(f) tlic co-ordination of ill1 fornls of passcngcr and goods 
transport; 

(g) the intercst or intcrcsts of those requiring as well as those 
providing facilities for transport; 

L . R . O .  111972 



(11) the applicant's reliability, fjnancinl stability and the 
facilities at his disposal for carrying out the proposed services; 

( i )  the condition of the vessel in rcspcct of \vhicll the applica- 
tion is made and the fitness of such vessel for the purpose for 
which the applicant intends to use it. 

PART 1V 

Conditions 20.-(1) It shall be a condition of every licencc issued under 
of liccnccs tlliS ~ ~ t -  

(a) that the vessel in respect of which it is issued is ~naintaincd 
in a fit and serviceable condition; 

(b) that the provisions of any law for the time bcing in force 
relating to limits of weight, laden and unladcn, the loading of 
vessels and the number of passengers to be carried are complied 
with in relation to such vessel. 

(2) Without prejudice to the gcncrality of t l~c  provisions of 
seclion 19 (1) n licensing autl~orily may, i l l  its discrction, attach 
to a licence all or any of the following conditions- 

(a) a condition that the vessel in respect of ~ l l i c l l  it is issued 
sh.all or shall not be used in n specified area or over specified 
routes ; 

(h) a condition that certain classes or descriptions of goods 
shall or shall not be carried; 

(c) a colldition specifying the charges or the maximum or 
minimum charges to be made fos the carriage of goods and 
passengers ; 

(d) a condition specifying the maximum laden weight of such 
vessel; 

(e) a condition that passengers Inay or may not bc cnrricd; 
(f) a condition specifying the m:~sin~um number of passengers 

which Inay be carried. 
(3) If the al,plicrt~lt 113s statcd i l l  his applicntio~l for a licence 

that the vessel to which the application rcl:ltcs is only  to bc uscd 
within MalaGi waters, it shall be rt condition of thc licc~lcc issued 
upon such applicatioil that the vessel shall not be used outside 
Mala\?i waters. 

(4) The licensing autllority may, fro111 time to timc, cancel or 
vary any of the conditic~us of a liccucc. 

(5) Any person who fails to comply with ally co~lditioll of the 
licence held by him shall be guilty of an ofti.ncc and liable to a 
fine of K200. 
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21.-(1) A liccncc may bc rc\~okcd or suspended by the licensing l~ower  to 
authority on thc ground tl1;1l ntiy of tllc conditions of the liccncc lcvohc 

husl'clltl 
have not bccn complicd \\ it  h. licc~iccs 

(2) In ally case \ \ l~crc  :l. liccncc is I-evoked or suspended the 
licensing authority shall. if rcqucstcd by tljc licence holder, state 
in writing tllc grounds for the rcvocatioli or suspension. 

22. Any person \vho-- I'ro\,icion for 
appeals in (a) being all applicnl~t Sot. a liccncc, is aggrieved by the collllc,ioll 

decision of a licensing nutl~ority on thc application; or \\ it11 ticcncc~ 

(b) having duly made a n  ol?jcction to any such applicatio~~ as 
aforesaid, bcing an ol?jcctioli to \\~liich the liccnsillg authority is 
bound t o  h n ~ c  rcg;~~.tl. i4  :~p_cric\ccl by tlic decision of t l ~ c  
licensing authosity tilc~.coll: 01' 

(c) bein5 tllc holder ol ' ;~  liccllcc, is :~ggsicved by the 1.evocation 
or suspcnslon thclcof: 01. b) tllc \.nri:~tion of any of the condi- 
tions thcrcof. 

may appeal to the Minister \;how clecisioll sllall be filial and sllall 
not be questioned in any court. 

INLANL) WATERS AN11 ~ N ' I  I ' . [<NATlONAI ARIUNGEMENTS 
23. The Minister map. by llotice published in the Grrzcttc,, I>ccIar:ttion 

declare any lake or ~ - i \ e s  or :~rc:l of wateror  part tllcrcof to bc ~~1~~''~"'' 
inland waters for the purl,oscs 01; this Act. 

24.-(1) 'T'lle Mi~iistcr ~ii:!y, undcr suc.ll conditions as he may Agrecmcnls 
deem necessary, co~icludc :igsccoients \\.it11 the government of any ";/(~$""iill 

country \\,hicl1 borders o n  nriy I:ll.ce or river of wllich a part has coL , l~ t l~ i c . ;  
been dcclascd to 1)c illlalld \\.::tcss aild ill any such ngl-ccmcnt 
may make arrangenlcnts 

(a) for tllc rcco_g~iitinll n~ id  cflkc~ it1 sucl! country of documents 
issued for tlic purpc~scs 01' this Act. n n t l  for the rccognitioli a n d  
cfyccl ill h1:11:1G i C)!. C I C : C ~ I I I ~ C I ~ ~ S  ~ : , S I I C ~  i l l  such c0~111try ~ I I  rcl:~lio~i 
to vcsscls, ni:~slcss or cron S ;  

(b) for the use on inl:lncI \\,ntcrs of \fc~scls rcgistcrcd in sucli 
country riud the LISC 011 thc \ \ . ;~Ic~ .s  of silcll C O L L ~ ~ S ~  of V C S S C ~ S  

rcgislercd undcr this Act; 
(c) gencrnlly for the safcty of passcngcrs and crews abo:ird 

and the navigation of vcsscls uscd on iill;\nd waters and on tllc 
waters of si~cll country. 
(2) Evcry agrccnlclit concludecl undcs sl~hscction ( I) sl~all bc 

publisl~ed in the Gn:crte. 

25. Wlicrc the Mil~istcs i \  satisfied that t l ~ c  cnforccnient of I'OXCI. to 
any pro~is ion of tlds Act in regal-d to rcsscls of any country ;;;;;;;;tIls 
would be inconsistcnt n it11 tlic obligatic,n~(of h4nlaGi ulldcr any ,,l,,,l,sl,,tcllt 
treaty, con\,el~tion or ngrcemcnt entcrccl illto \vilh tliat C O L I I I ~ S ~  Iic \\ i t11 tlc:itlcs 



Cap. 71:Ol 11 I ICI I~( /  V(I t e 1.s SItippit 

Powers of 
inspection 
and unsafe 
vessels 

Gcncral 
powers of 
surveyors 
nnrl policc 
olliccrs 

may, by order published in the Gazette, suspend the operation of 
that provision with regard to vessels of that country so far as he 
may deem necessary to enable tlie aforementioned obligations to 
be fulfilled. 

26.-(1) A surveyor or any other person or me~nber of a class 
of persons generally or specially autliorizcd thereto by the Minister 
may at any time go on board and inspect any vessel used on inland 
waters and if such surveyor or person certilies in writing that the 
vessel is unsafe he may, if i l l  his opinion tlie case so requires, 
direct the master of such vcsscl fi~rtli\vitli to put in to the ncarcst 
suitable berth or anchorage or, if the vessel is berthed or at 
anchor, to remain berthed or at anchor, and if he so directs no 
person shall, other tha~i  for the purposc of so putting in to a 
berth or anchorage, use such \.essel in navigation upon inland 
waters until a surveyor has certilicd in writing that such vessel 
is no longer unsafe or unless the vessel is so uscd in accordance 
with such other directions as the surveyor or authorized person 
may deem necessary for tlie purposes of safcty. 

(2) For the purposes of this scction a \,csscl shall be unsafe if 
the surveyor or other person authorized in accordance with sub- 
section (1) is satisfied that the vessel, by reason of her defectfve 
condition or equipment or lack of equipment or by reason of 
undermanning (which expression includcs the i~lcompctence of the 
master or crew) or of overloading or improper loading, is unfit to 
navigate upon that part of the inland waters where the vessel is 
found without danger to liun~atl life, hrlvin_e rcgard to the nature 
of the service for which such vessel is'intcndcd to be employed. 

(3) Any master or persoli who contravenes a directio~i given 
under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an nfTc~icc. 

27.-(1) Any police oflicer, and any  surveyor exercising the 
powers conferred or carrying out the duties imposed upon him 
under this Act, may- 

(a) go on board any vesscl at all ~.cnso~i:~blc times ancl inspccl 
the vessel or any part thcrcof or any of tlic ~nacllinery, boats, 
equipment or articles on board or any certificr~tes of co~npetency 
of the master or any member of tllc crcw: 






















