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Convention on the Determination of the Minimum Conditions for Access.and 
Exploitation of Marine Resources within the Maritime Zones under jurisdic:tion 

of the Member States of the Sub Regional Fisheries Commission (SRFC) 

The Government of the Republic of Cape Verde, tlze Government of the Republic of The Gambia, the 
Government of the Republic of Guinea, the Govemment of' the Republic of Guinea Bissau, the 
Government of the fslamic Republic of Mauritania, the Government of the Republic of Scnegal, the 
Gow1rnment of the l?epublic of Sierra Leone; 

Considering the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea signed in Montego Bay on 10 
December 1982, especially îts provisions calling for the signing of regional and sub-regional 
cooperatio.n agreements in the ftsheries sector as well the other relevant international treaties; 

Reaffirmino their commitment ln support of the principles and standards stipulated in the FAO 
Code of Conduct for responsible fishing; 

Recalling their wi!l to implement the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and 
Ellminate lllegai, Unreported and Unregulated fishing endorsed in 2001 by the Coundl of the 
United Nations F'ood and Agriculture Organization (FAO); 

Aware of the need to implement the international provisions on maritime safety a.nd the 
pre~er;atfon of thè ,uarine environment enacted by the International Maritime Otganizatîon 
(lMO); 

Consîdering the Convention of29 March 1985 on the establishme.ntof the SRFC as amended in 
1993 espedally its provisions aimed at strengthening cooperation among SRFC Member States ; 

Considerin,g that the Convention of 14 July 1993 on the Dcterminatîon of Conditions For Access 
and Exploitation of Marine Resources Off the coasts of SRFC Member States, has significantly 
contributed towards the hannonizatio!l of the fisherîes policies and legislations of the States in 
the sub ··· region ; 

Desirous of adapting the Convention of 14 July 1993 to the technical and lega! changes that have 
ta.ken place since it5 adoption, in particular with regards to the detennination of conditions 
defining responsib}e fishing. the taking into account the ecosystem-hased approach to fisheries 
for a sustainable management of resources, and the fight against illegal, unreported and 
i,i_~egulated fishing. in accordance wij;h internatio~Uaw · 

thr«m QL tb1: need to jncm:parate in thejr natiooal.J,egï.slations the pr-mrîstaor. C\f :'be EAO 
Agreement on Port·s tate .. Mëasüres tâ7lfév'i'ffff--oët:er and ·Effiiifüate--megâ1; Onreported and 
Unregulated. Fïshing. approved by the FAO Conference în Rome in Novemher 2009; 

Desirous of ensuring that their policîes and legislations are more effectively harmonized With a 
• v:iew to a better exploitation of fisheries resources in the maritime zones under their respective 

___ _,.'urisdic-t-ioo.5-,.foF-t-h<: benefit-of-c:-urr-en-t-fill<Hu.t:m,e-generat:iofl,......., --------------------

-
-
-
-
-

Desirous of enhancing the sodo-economic benefits arising from ftshing to the countries and 
communities within the SRFC; by respecting the environment and by encouragîng the practices 
of responsible fishing; 

Conve11tio11 011 t.fte l>e1:ermi11atfon of l he Minimal Conditions for.Accesi and Exploita t/011 of Marine Resour ces within the 
mm·iüme areas uoder juri,;dk tion c,JH>e Mem h<"r Stote5· of the Suh,Regional fïsherfes C()mmissîon {SRFC) 
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CoJJvinced of the need for SRFC conditions for the mtegration at sub-regional level of the 
policies and strategîes of Member States, with a view to ensuring the preservation, management 
and sustainable exploitation oftheir fisheries resources; 

Have agreed as follows: 

PART 1: GENERAL PROVISlONS 

Article 1: Ohjectiw 

1. The objective of the present Convention is to review the provisions of the Convention of 14 
July 1993 on the Detem1ination of Conditions for Access and Exploitation of Marine Resources 
off the toasts cf the Membc1· States of the SRFC. 

2. The present Convention îs applicable to the maritime area under jurisdiction of the SRFC 
Member States. 

.Article 2: De/initions 

For the purpose of the present Convention: 

1. Ecosystem-based Approad1 to Fisherics or Ecosystem Approach: 
The ecosystem-hased approach to fisheries is a means of ensuring the sustainable development 
of the fisheries sector. lt is based on cun·ent fisheries management practices and explicitly 
acknowledges the înterdependence between human well-being and that of the ecosystem. This 
approach places particular emphasis on the need to maintain the ecosystem in a good state and 
improve its productivity so that the level of fisheries production is maîntained or improved for 
the benetlt of current and future generations, 

2. Precautionary Approach: When it cornes to fisheries management, the precautionary 
approach or principle is based on the premlse that the absence of relevant scientific data on 
fisheries should not be a pretext for fai.lure to adopt or to postpone adoption of fisheries 
management measures aimed at prese!'Ving targeted and untargeted species as well as 
associated or dependant spedes and their environment 

3. Fishing Authorizatio11: means the attestation issued by the local authorities in charge of 
fish~ri@s.-tti>=-enable~~-'aâivnres=irr--a;~,,,.lrotre=üfl'fFiir~wftk-=gfrecifreFP="·:==== = = 
conditions in an administrative act. . 

4. lllegal, unreported and unregulated fishing or JUU fishing 

4.1 «lllegal ôshing»: fishing activities: 

• conducted by national or foreign vessels in waters under the jurisdiction of a St_at_e~, __ ___ _ _ 
without the permission of that State, or in contravention of its 1aws and regulati.ons; 

• conducted by vessels flying the Hag of States that are parties to a relevant regional 
fisheries management organîzation but operatc in contravention of the conservation and 

!S!L aœa a 
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management measures adopted by that organization and by which the States are bound, 

or relevant provisions of the applicable international law; or 

• in violation of national laws or international obligations, including those undertaken by 
cooperating States to a relevant regional fisheries management organizarion. 

4.2 <(Unreported fishing)>: fishing activities: 

• which have not been reported, or have been misreported, to the relevant national 
authority, in contravention of national laws and regulations; or 

• undcrtaken in the area of competence of a relevant regional fisheries management 
organizatîon whkh have not bt-"Bn reported or have been misreported, in contravention 
of the reportîng procedures of that organization. 

4.3 «Unregulated fishing» : fishing activilies 

• in the area of application of a relevant regional fisheries management organization that 
are conducted by vessels without nationality, or by those flyîng the flag of a State not 
party to that organization, or by a fishing entity, in a manner that is not consistent with 
or contravenes the conservation and management measures of that organization; or 

• in areas or for fish stocks in relation to which there are no applicable conservation or 
management measures and where such fishing activities are conducted in a manner 
inconsistent with State responsibilities for the conservation of living marine resources 
under international law. 

S. Conservation and management measures: measures aimed at conserving and managing 
marine biological resources and adopted and applied in a manner that is compatible with the 
relevant rules of international Iaw, induding those stipulat:ed in the present Convention. 

6. Fishing vessels ; Any vessel that is used for fishing or for that purpose induding support 
vessels, commercial vessels, and any other ve.ssel particfpating directly in fishing activities. 

7. Support/Feeder vessels: vessels which supply logistics (fuel, food and spare parts ... ) ta 
, fishing vessels and serve as storage space for fishing .products. They: çre~~lso ___ µsed to suppo_rt __ 
- •r' ====-""Tiëiro""-t'riH~Ia~o=:;f;;=a=r',;ti=sa=n=a=rl :;.fi""sh.=i;:::n=g=v=e=ss=e=rls=w~h===ic~h=c=a=n='===yo=u=t~fi~s~h~.in~g==a==c=t17·VI=:=. ti=,,:.e=s=o=n=b~e=:h=a";'!f~o=;f;.:::a=s~-h::,:ip==o=w=n=e""r.~~===== 

- 8. SUppdrt. 11essefs means-vessels wfüch transport tûërand food for ships canymg out bshing 
activities. 

9. Fishing vessels belongfng to non-Member States or third Party States: fishîng vessels 
operating under the flag of a State which is not a member of the SRFC or ail vessels without -- - ---ttatîonality.-------- ----- ----- - -------- ------- ------

-
-
-
-
-

10. Facto,y vessels: vessels which can process, package and conserve fishing products caught 
on board or by a flotilla ofvessels. 

Convention on the lJete1winat1011 of the Minimal Conditions f or Access ond Exploita tian of Maririe Res·oorces withfo tl1e 
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11. SRFC zone: area covered by the maritime areas under the jurisdiction of the Member States 
oftheSRFC. 

12. Shared stocks: stocks occurring wîthin the exclusive economic zones of two or mûre 
coastal states or both within the exclusive economic zone and in an area beyond and adjacent to 
it. 

PART 11: ACCESS TO FISHERIES RESOURCES 

Article 3: Authorization of access to surplus resources 

l. Any Member State may, in conformity with international law, authorize access by fishing 
vesseJs belonging to non-Member States to the allowable surplus of resources in the maritime 
areas under its jurisdiction through agreements and other arrangements. 

2. The duration of access shaU be determined after receiving technical advice from the research 
institutions of the Member States. 

3. ln any event, the said agreements or other arrangements shall contain clauses on the 
adaptation to the allowed fishing effort according to the availability of resource, and in line with 
the principles of precautionary and the ecosystem-based approach. 

4. Simîiarly, the agreements and other arrangements shall take into account the legitimate 
interests ln particular those of the local fishermen and communities which survive exdusively or 
maînly on fishing. 

Article 4: Obligatory landing 

1. Article 4 : De l'obligation de débarquement des captures 

1. The vessels of third States have the obligation to land all their catches in the ports of the 
Metnber State that delivered the fishing license. 

2. Otherwise, appropriate measures can be taken depending on specific conditions prevailing in 
the Member State. 

• ===~tF1~~~ffl!jFtffiàffl. g.;:;.Wpt etuised-ofFttie='ffëëtt-'=tif·cofir~~supp1Y.,Jf9':fs:lrenëii·e;:;====== 
products to the populations and the processing units. Member States shalJ take appropriate 
UicenUWM.ffl'..otZ!et:m:œiUtâfo--aad-eiicôurage ffië'.'.tandmg-hl-thëu, .. -eak..fiës+n=thetr-ports. -

-
-
-
-
-
-

4. Unless exemption is granted, transshipments of catches shall only be allowed in harbors and 
roadsteads designated by Member States in cases provided for in the national legislation of the 
Member State. 

Convention on the Determinatl<m of the Minimal Cor1tlitio11s f or Access and E.vploitat.ion of Marine Resources within tlie 
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PART 111: CONDITIONS OF CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE RESOURCE 

Sub-part 1; Common Provisions 

Article 5: Principle of the flshîn,q license 

Access to the fisheries resources of the maritime areas under jurisdictîon of a Member State 
shall be dependent upon obtaining beforehand a fishing license issued by the State in question. 

Article 6: Application for fishintJ licenses 

1. For access to fisherîes resources, applications for licenses shall be submitt.ed by individuals or 
corporate entities in conformity with the national legislation or the provisions stipulated in the 
negotiated agreements or other arrangements.. 

2. Applications for licenses for industrial fishing vessels shall contain the basic information 
stipulated in Annex / (A) to the present Convention, without prejudice to the addîtional 
information requîred by national legislations. 

3. Applications for licenses for artisanal fishing vessels shall contain the basic information 
stipulated in Annex J (B) of the present Convention, without prejudice to the additional 
information required by national legislations. 

Article 7: Conditious for tl1e issuance of fishino licenses 

1. Fishing licenses shall be issued to vessels operating withîn the framework of an agreement or 
any other type of arrangement after confirmation that the relevant institution of the State in 
question adheres to the regulation on the registration and marking of vessels in force in the said 
State. 

2. Fishing licenses shall not be issued as long as the conditions required by the said regulation 
are not adhered to by the applicants. 

3. Licenses for îndustrial flshing vessels and artisanal fishing vessels shall contain the basic 
înformation stipulated in Annexes //.{A) and ll.(B) respectively of the present Convention, 
without prejudlce to the additîonal information required by national legislations. 

• = ===>'14,;=.=ht~--~~œ~~~--fuJ:J.mg-,ves~---sliaH--:be-c·~0cvesse:I=·-~~-= === 
monitoring device .. 

.. 
-
-
-
-
-
-

5. F actory vessels, support vessels and reefers must be regu)ated . 

6. The original fishing license shall be kept on board the fishing vessel at all times. 

Article 8: Validity period of fishing licenses 

1. The validity period of fishing licenses shaU va1y according to the fisheries policy guidelines of 
the Member States or the characteristics of their fisheries sector. 

Convention 011 the Determlnotian of the Mi111ma1 Conditions for .4ccess and f.xploit11tio11 ()/Marine Rescmrces witllin Ose 
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2. ln order to have a better lrnowledge of the catches taken from the maritime areas under 
jurisdictîon of Member States and to ensure that the populations shall have accei;:s to regular 
supplies of fishing products, the validity period shall take into account the imperatives of a 
responsible and sustainable management offishcries resources 

Article 9: Fisheries manngeme11I 

1. ln giving access to fishing vessels, the Member States shall take into account their national 
management and conservation measures and policîes in relation to: 

• the regulation of fishing zones and fîshing periods, and if necessary the establishment of 
closed seasons and /or marine protected areas; 

• the protection of endangered and juvenile species; 

• the limitation of by-catches and the control of discaràs; 

• the respect of the provisions relating to fishing gears, and the minimum sizes and 
weights used in the SRFC zone ; 

• the regulation of fishîng effort; 

• any other relevant data or information. 

2. Member States shall give priority to the establishment of concerted fisherîes management 
plans for shared stocks. 

Article 10: Data and information 011 fi.s11eries operations 

1. Any industrial fishing vessel operating in the waters under the jurisdiction of a Member Stat.e 
shall be bound to provide dedarations of catches in the logbook contaîning the basic infonnation 
stîpuJated in Annex J1/ of the present Convention. 

2, For artisanal fisheries, the States shall put in place a reliable system for data collection, jointly 
::w:tth:a11 the s, alte!ruh.1etS--M.v01\led, lfi .. ct.ie mtm ot a ... t'.éffiptite.w.1ta1ruhg::mrnm::mrar.fiiatioia-- . 
stipulated in Anne:t IV of the present Convention. 

Article 11: Min;mum mesh size of ftshing nets and other flshing gears 

___ Truunin.im!lm mesh sizes_o.Ln.e.ts._and...tra~ . .use.d .. in__ru.1.isanal .. .fishing...aruLlru:lustriaLflSb~in...,g~- - --­
vessels that is authotized in the maritime areas under jurisdîction of the Member States shall be 
stipulated in a protocol to the present Convenô.on. 

convention 011 the Determination o/tltt Minimal co,ui i tfons for Acces.~ ,m,J Exp/oitatio r1 of Marine Resour ces wilhin the 
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Article 12: Prohibition 

1.. The use of the followîng substances, gear or cquipments when carrying out fishing activîties 
within the maritime area under jurîsdiction of Member States shall be prohibited: 

• explosives and toxic or intoxicating substances, 

• mono filament net'i, 
• mufti filament nylon, 
• drift nets for industrial fishing 

2. Wlth regards to the other fishîng gears and methods whose usage may compromise 
adherence to the standards for the conservaUon of the resource, the Member States shaH adopt 

the necessary measures to limit or prohibit its use without prejudice to the standards on the 
minimum mesh sizes defined in the protocol referred to în Article 11 above. 

Article 13: Registration, marking and identification of industrial fishing vessels 

1. Member States shall regulate the registration and granting of the national tlag to industrial 
fishing vessels, and appoint an approprtat.e competent authority to authorize registration and 
granting of the national fiag to mdustriai fishing vessels. 

2. The marking and identification of fishing vessels shall be carried out in accordance with the 
standards defined in the national legislations, through reference to the relevant legal 
international instruments. 

Article 14: Declaration of entry and exit from tlle maritime area under jurisdictlon of a 
Member State 

1. Any fishing vesse] entering or exîting the maritime area under jurîsdiction of a Member State 
shall notify the relevant department of the Mem.ber State hy radio or any other means, 
information on its entry and exit from the said maritime zone. Every Member State can regulate 
the time allowed for entrance and exit in the maritime areas under jurisdiction. 

2. The notification shaU be done at least forty eight ( 48) bours at least before the entry or exit of 
• = === W ~ ea~·ltt=ll\tle=m;m1~-=a~~f--a~~-t,à@====== 

following basic information: 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-

• the oligîn and destination of the vesse!, 
• the location of the vessel when the entry and exit dedaration is made, 
• the declaration of the quantity of catches on board per species, 
• 

rticle 15: Fishlng vessels 011 mnocenc or transit passage 

When on passage through the maritime area under jurisdiction of a Member State, vesse) not 
authorized to fish; shall stow their fishing gear in a manner that it cannot be easîly used whilst 
navigating through the said maritime area under jurisdktion. 

Convention m1 the Determinatîan oftl1e Minima/ Conditions for Access and f:xploilalian of Marine Resource.< within t he 
maritime areas 1mderjurisdiction of the Member States of th-, Sub -Regi<mal Fisheri,is Commission (SRFC) 
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Article 16: Boardillg o/observers 

1. Vessels licensed to fish, may only carry out fishing acüvities if at least one observer appointed 
by the fisheries department of the issuing State îs present on the vessels. 

2. Any observer on board a fishing vesse! shall have the possibîlity to contact at ail times his 
home adminjstration when necessary. 

3. The observer /inspector shaU be charged with cnsuring rnmp!iance with the fisheries 
regulatio!l and to provide estima tes of the catches on board. He shall have the right of access to 
ail information required in the exercise of hîs duties. 

Artide 17: Boardir.g ojlaca: sailors 

1.. A vesse! tlying the flag of a country that is not an SRFC member party authorized to operate in 
the maritime area under jurisdiction of a Member State must allow regîstered sailors who are 
citizens of the State .in the waters of which the vesse! is operating to board. 

2. The number of local sailors to be boarded shall be determined by mutual agreement between 
the flag State or its representative and the Member State, or through the legîslation of the said 
State. 

Article 18: Compliance with international conventions on maridme securit:y and protection 
of marine environ ment 

Fishing vessels authorized to operate in the maritime area under jurisdiction of a Member State 
must compJy with the relevant provisions of international Conventions in effect on maritime 
security and protection of the marine environment of the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) as well as the provisions of the lnternationaJ Labor Organization (ILO} on employment in 
the fisheries sector (C.188, 2007). 

Article 19: Register of fishing vessels 

1. Each Membet State shall keep a national register in electronk form of fishing vessels licensed 
to carry out fisheries activities. A separate register s hall be held of vessels having been engaged 
inJllegaI, unreported and unregulated fishing att'ivîties within its.waters. Thisregisters shall be 
cô'Orâînated and managea by-me natîOnati'rsnenes deparüïrën"E 

- ---2. A sub .. x egiomrl d:atabase-ofi:ish:ing-vessels··shatt-be-estabiîshed··under-,tfre·--auspiœs-·ôfi 
Permanent Secretariat of the SRFC. The content of this database and the modalities for its 
publication shall be stipulated in a memorandum of understanding between the SRFC 
Permanent Secretary and the relevant authorities in each Member State. 

--~~~L ~ 
Ca1iventio11 on the D,:t,:rmination of tl1e Minimol Conditions for Acce.~s and f;)(p/oit.atfon of Marine Resour,:es with/11 the ~ 

maritime areas under jurisdit:tion of the MembPr States of 11,e Sub-Re.910,,al fïsl,r:ries Commls.'lion (SRFC) 

Page l r 

cif 



-
... 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
• 

-

Sub-part JI: Spedal provisions appUcab)e to artisanal fishcries 

Article 20: Characterization and definition of artisanal fisheries 

1. Artisanal fisheries means fîshing activities carried out with vessels which comply with aJl or 
the majority of the following characteristks: 

• technical specificatîons: undecked gear, of low power and/or small sîz.e, 
• fishing gear: not mechanîcally controlled, 
• means of propulsion : manual, mechanical or wind turbine, 
• means of conservation : ice or sait, 
• fishing zone dose to the shore. 

2. This definition shall be without prejudice to the particular options provided for in the national 
legislations on specific points with regards to the definltion of artisanal fisheries. 

Article :Z1: Registration, identification and marking of artisanal fishil1{J vessels 

1. For artisanal fishing vessels, specific standards especially for registration, identification and 
markîng shall be laid down in the legislation of the St.a.te granting a flag to these vessels. The 
standards shall aim at ensuring, inter alia, more effective identification of vessels at sea and 
improving the collection of data on catches from such types of fishing actîvities. 

2. The Member States shall establish registers of artisanal fishing vessels to ensure close 
monitoring of artisanal fishing activities. 

Article 22: Safety at sea in the artisanal fisheries 

1. Member States shall adopt appropriate provisions to provide safety at sea for artisanal 
fisberies in accordance wîth the relevant international conventions especially the obligation to 
use safety equipments, indu ding lif e jackets, beacons,etc .. 

2. Member States shaU ensure that these equipments are used. 

.Article 23: Regulation of access to artisanal fishtng 

""~ =====;;M=.;e=m=. ;::b=e=r=;S-"'ta=t=e=s=s:;;h=a=.;'ll=p=u==t ::;:in= p=.:l=ac=e=a=c=o=m=m= o=n==s=y=s=te""'m= =of=re=g==ue::;l=ati=.==on= o=fe=a=c=c=e=ss= fo=r= th.=e=a=r=tl.=sa=n=a""I======= 
fishing. and shaU define the basic condjtions of access to this category. This system will be 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-

agreêâin ·a future protocol m·accbrdance w1th.'lîft1ëte3'S·ortbëpfefünt Co1rvëffITi::ih. 

Article 24: Protection of artisanal fisheries throug/1 the MCS systems 

The Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) systems of fisheries within the competence of 
tile Member States a re·-strengthened·w ·-enharrce-ttre-proœctiurrufa:reas e.xclusively 1ese1 veJ-fur--·- ---­
artisanal fisheries. 

Conve11titm 011 the Determin a tl on of the Minimal Candilia11s f or Access and Expfoitotfo11 of Marine Rt.>sourY.es within th11 
maritime areas under jurisdiccfon of the Member States of the Sub-Reglonai Fisherles Commis.won {SRl'l.') 
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PART IV: PORT STATE MEASURES AND THE FIGHT AGAINST ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND 
UNREGULATED (lUU) FISHING 

Article 2 .5: Strengthening the r19ht against IUU jishing 

1. Memher States shall commit themselves to take ail the necessary measures to prevent, deter 
and elîminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. 

2. To this end, they shall strengthen cooperation to f!ght against fUU fishing. in accord.mec with 
international law. 
3. ln that regard, Member States shall: 

• carry eut jcînt sur.:eil!ancc opcrations; 
• allocate a slgnificant proportion of proceeds derived from fines, transactions and 

confiscated items to strengthening fisheries management; research and 
surveillance activities ; 

• work towards putting in place a sub-regional training and capacîty building programme 
for managers, observers and surveillance agents; 

• shall detain and facilitate the return of any vesse] that has commîtted fishing offence(s) 
in the maritime area under jurisdiction of another Member State. 

Article 26: Desf.q11ation of ports authorized ro receive third State party jishing vessels 

1. Memher States shall d.esignate and pubhcize ports where third State fishîng vessels may 
request entry, 

2. These ports slrn11 be selected on the basis of their technical capability to inspect third State 
fishing vessels. The competent authorîty of each Member State shall conduct inspections on a 
regular hasis. 

3. The designated ports, shall, where possible, aUow for inspectlons provided for in the 
provisions of international conventions on the control ofvessels by the port St.ate. 

4. Thîrd State fishing vessels shall be authorized to use port services and carry out landing and 
transshipment operations in designated ports onJy. 

A»t:h..Je:tt_'b.rfm.muti»tt:brbe.pbimte.d-by.thtcd.Stuœ .. pmtyJt,sfrtng.ll!!Slets.bej'Oi:l!ür.t'WlltliC ..... - -­
port 

1. Third State party fishing vessels must communicate to the port authorities beforehand their 
time of arrivai as well as information required by the regulation of the port State, in particular: 

• the name and technical specifications of the vesse!, 
• purpose for its entzy Into the port, 
• the quantity of catches to be landed, 
• the expected dates and time of arrivai. 

Co11.,.,11tion on tlie DerenninatiQn of the Mfoimar Ci>nditions for Actes.! and Fxp/oita/Jon of Marine Resources wWdn t:he 
maritime (ll'l'IIS 1mder-juri.H!iction of the Member Stotes ôf the .fob-Regionol Fishe1-ie., Commissfon {SRFC] 
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2. Except for reasons observed by international laws, the above information shall be 
communicated at least forty eight ( 48) hours in advance of the expected time of entry. 

3. Upon arrival in port, the logbook containing the basic information indicated in Annex Ill of the 
present Convention shal1 be initlaled and signed, and availed to fisheries inspectors and 
controllers as well as any other official authorized for that purpose as part of the monitoring of 
vessels by the port State. 

Article 28: Information to be provided by vessels engaged in related activities be/ore arrivai 
atport 

1.. Vessels engagcd in additional activities shall be bound to provide information required by the 
State port, in particuJ;:w: 

■ the reason for entry to the port (transshipmeht. bunkering ... }, 
• the quantities of catches on board, for transshîpment or for shipment, 
• the type and volume of bunkering products, 
• the date of entry and duration of stay. 

2. The above information shaH be communkated at leas t forty eight (4•8) hours in advance. 
However, Member States can regulate the time aJlowed to communicate its information. 

Article 29: Refusai of entry, landing, transshtpment and other services to vessels engaged in 
/UUfishing 

1. Entry in the port States shall be denied for vessels found or suspected to have been engaged in 
or supported lUU fishing 

2. Landing and transshipment of catches shall not be authorized for vessels which have engaged 
in or supported illegal, unreported and unregulated fishîng activities within or out:sîde the 
waters under the jurisdiction of the port State. Such vessels shall not benefit from the said 
services. 

3. In case of dock.ing at the port of a vesse] which have engaged in or supported lUU fishing 
activitîes, the catch should be confiscated in favor of the State where these catches have been 
made. 

- = = = ======= = = ======--== ===== = = = ============== ====== 
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4. The measures referred to in the above paragraph shall be communicated to the Permanent 
Sei I e(al ial 11f.d1e~.e;_MEntba .~catëS a,111 i)ië tbg::$tate, If ltbOWII 

Article 30: Fishing activities outs/de the maritime area under Jurtsdiction of the flag State 

Member Statet_shall ensure th1}_L ves_~çJL navigat.iD.g_J,uliieLtruàr...flag_shalLca.rr:y_.out. .... fi ..... sl,...1i""n"'"g~ ----­
activities beyond their exclusive economic zones only if the said vessels are duly authorîzed to 
thateffect 

ConveTJtion on the Del ermir1atio11 of the lVJir,imaf Conditions for.Access and ExpJoltnti<m of Mar ine Resources within tlle 
maritime nreas uni1er j11risdiclior1 of the Member srates of tJ1e S11b-Regio11al FisfteT'îes Cam m i.tsio11 {SRFC) 
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PART V: INFRINGEMENTSAND PENALTIES 

Article 31: lnfringements and penalties 

1. The following infringements shall be integrated in the national legislations of the Member 
States: 

• unauthorized fishi.ng; 

• fraudulent or non declaration of catches; 

• non-respect of minimum mesh sizes 

• non-boarding of observers; 

• non-boarding oflocal saîlors ; 

• refusai of communication of ent1·îes and exits of vessels from the maritime zone of the 
Member State ; 

• non communication of information to be provîded by thîrd State party fishing vessels 

upon arrivai at the port, the tentative fishing plan, the zone of operation and location; 

• non-respect of standards of registration and marking of vessels; 

• engaging or supporting JUU fishing actîvities. 

• fishing in prohibited zones 

• fishing immature fish 

• use of toxic products and explosive 

• fishing in prohibited zones or durtng prohîbited periods ; 

• minimum mesh sizes ; 

- , , . , ... . .,--·····---···- -··- -···- •"-·' - ·,. .. ,. ___ =-==== 
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• mesh obstruction ; 

• capture, retenti on, offfoading, transshipment and sale of profi1bited specie(s.); 

• unauthorized fishing outside the waters under the jurisdktion of the flag State ; 

• fraudulent declaration of the physical spedfications of the vessel, the type of fishing 
----.. ------· ...... .............. --a=c-+tmiv""ity ormrthe targetspeci•.....-,------- ----------------------

• fishing through the use ofprohibited gears and substances ; 

• failure to comply with measures relating to bîological rest periods, protected marine 
areas, sensitive fish spawning areas. 

Co1111ention on the Determioatirm oftlle Miflimal Conditions for ,kœss and Ex11/oîtation of Marine Resourœs wit.h/11 t.he 
m,rritime areas under jurisdiction a/the Mem/Jer States of the Sub-Regional Fi.theries Commission (SRFC) 
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2. ln the event of r·epetition of offence by a fishîng vesse! in one Member State of the infractions 
above, the withdrawal of the flshîng license or increased penalties, wîthout prejudice to 
sanctions provided for bythe internai legislation of the State shall be pronounced. 

Article 32: Repetition ofinfringements 

1. In the event there is a repetition of an infringement by a vesse! of the legislation of a Member 
State and a conclusive sanction has been pronounced, the vessel îs banned from fisheries 
activities for one year in ail maritime zones under jurisdict:ion of the Member States, as from the 
date when the ban is communicated to al! Member States in accordance with sub article 2 . 

2. The ban shalI be communicated to Member States by the Chairperson of the SRFC: Conforence 
of Ministers, upon proposa). duly justified, by the Pennanent Secretariat of the SRFC. The name 
of the vesse! owner or agent and banned vessel shall be recorded in the regi.sters referred to the 
aforementioned Articles 19 and 21 . 

3. The ban notice to the vessel owner or agent shall be prepared by the authorities of the State 
where the repeated infringement was committed. 

PART VI: FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 33: Submissions ofmatters to the Inter,wtional Tribunal for tlle Law of the Sea/or 
Advisory Opinion 

The Conference of Ministers of the SRFC may authorize the Permanent Secretary of the SRFC to 
bring a given legal matter before the International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea for advisory 
opinion. 

Article 34: Settlement of disputes 

1. Any dispute on the interpretation or implementation of the provisions of the present 
Convention shall be brought before the Conference of Ministers of the SRFC. 

2. Disputes shall be settled amicably through conciliation, mediation or arbîtration. 

• ====;;;j;J.=;;--A:\flfl~-~ "A'him- -3h&H··-~=amtmg3i..~.,o~ter-pmatioo-=-o~1 ====== 
implementation of the provisions of the present Convention, which may not be resolved through 
the 1J.fo:r.c::1itc.ntioned pi oœdm tS shall;:un:::t.ht:::r.~:qtte.s:t:af:one::::uf::the:.µattie:s:;:::b.e_:hr aaght bcfm t - the International Tribunal for the I.aw of the Sea. 

Article 3S: lmplementation Protoœls 

• _____ ... Additional protocols shall specify, where necessary, the applicable management and 

-
-
-
• 

-

conservation measures. 

Article .16: Annexes 

The annexes to the present Convention shaH form an integral part thereof. 

Co,wention 011 the Determination of the Minimof Condition:s for Aaes5 and Exploitation offVJarine Reso11rces wilhln the 
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Article 3 7: Review of the Convention 

1. The presenl Convention may be reviewed by the Conference of Ministers of the SRFC 
following a submission to that effect by at least three Member States. 

2. Any requests for review shall be informed and addressed to the current Chaîrperson of the 
Conference of Ministers of the SRFC. 

Artide 38: Dcnunciation 

1. A State Party may, by writtcn notification addressed to the current Chairperson of the 
Conferencc of Ministers of the SRFC, denounce this Convention and may indicate its reasons for 
denunciation. The denunciation shaH take effect six months after the datr of reœipt of the 
notification, unless the notification specifies a later date. 

2. The obligations and commitments under the current Convention ends at the expiration of the 
date of written notification by the Chairperson of the Conference of the Ministers to the 
requesting Memher State 

39; Signing of the Corrvention 

The present Convention shall be signed by the Ministers in charge of fisheries of the Member 
States by 31 July 2012 

Article 40: Entry into force 

The present Convention shaU enter into force hundred days after the date of signature by ail the 
Member States. 

Article 41: Repeal of contrary past t:exts 

The present convention shall repeal and replace the Convention of H July 1993 on the 
Determination of Conditions for Access and Exploitation of Marine resources Off the coasts of 
the SRFC Member States. 

Doue in Dakar_on 08June 2012 in English and French. __ 
Tne-Arabic ana Portuguese version of the rëviseëfNAC Convention will""b=ë=--a=·v==a::;:;Ilc=a;:::61;:::e=a===t==a==.d""at=e===== = 
note later than Iuly 31, 2012, All four versions being eguall:t authentic. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THE UNDERSlGNED PLENIPOTENTIAIRES, DULY AUTHORIZED TO 
THAT E . AVE SIGNED THE PRESENT CONVENTION: 

~Esta 

For the Government of the Republic 
of the Gambia 

-......,,_..,,,..., •. ention on tlie Ü<'lermitl i11imal C<mdilio11s for Access and ExpJoflation of Mari/le 
moritim careos 11nde1·J11risdicrill11 of the Membe1· Sl:otes of the Sub-Regioru 1/ Fisherie.s Comm 
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For the Government of the Republic 
ofGuinea 

-s.E Moa~o~:E 
For the Governrnent of the JsJamic Republic 
ofMaurita 

ghdhefna Ould EYfH "--~..,..,,..,. 
_::::::.::::::jJ..{. __ ~ 

For the Governmenl};the Rep. ub;;ic 
of Guinea~Bissau D I . 

2t[ 4,,1~1 
S.E Monsieur Oscar BALDE 

For the Go7 , men ,of the Republic 
of Sencgali ... 

S.E. Monsieur DIOUF 

______ ) For the Governmcnt of the Republic of Sierra Leone 

Hon. Mrs Ferehmusu KONTEH 

y ( / 
~ / 
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