
Kingdom Actof2? May 1999establishing an exclusive economic zone of the Kingdon;l (Exclusive Eqonomic
Zone (Establishment> Act)

We, Beatrix,by the graceof God Queenof the Netherlands, Princess of Orange-Nassau, etc., etc., etc.

Greetings to all whoshall see or hear thesepresents! Be it known:

Whereas We have considered that, mainly in order to enhance the protectionand preservation of the marine
environment, it is desirableto extendthe Kingdom's jurisdictionand, to that end, to establishan exclusive economic
zone;

We, therefore, havingheardthe Councilof Stateof the Kingdom, and in consultation with the States­
General, taking intoaccountthe provisions of the Charterof the Kingdom, haveapprovedand decreedas We hereby
approve and decree:

Section1

I. TheKingdom shall havean exclusive economic zone.

2. The Kingdom's exclusive economic zone shallbe the area beyond and adjacent to the Kingdom's tetritorial
sea thatdoesnot extendbeyondtwo hundred nauticalmilesfromthe baselines fromwhichthe breadthof the
territorial sea is measured.

Section2

The outer limitof the exclusive economic zoneshallbe determined by order in councilin the case of the
Netherlands andby order in councilfor the Kingdom in the case of theNetherlands Antilles or Aruba.

Section3

In theexclusive economic zone, in accordance withthe restrictions laid downby international law,the
Kingdom shallhave:

(a) Sovereign rightsfor the purposeof exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the natural
resources, whetherlivingor non-living, of the waters superjacent to the seabedand of the seabedand its
subsoil, and with regardto otheractivities for the economic exploitation and exploration of the zone, such
as theproduction of energyfromwater,currentsand winds;

(b) Jurisdiction with regardto the establishment and use of artificialislands,installations and
structures, marinescientific research, and the protectionandpreservation of the marine environment.



Section4

This Act shall enter into forceon a date to be determined by RoyalDecree, whichmaydiffer for each of the
countries of the Kingdom.

Section5

This Act maybe cited as the Exclusive Economic Zone (Institution) Act.

We order and commandthat this Act shallbe publishedin theBulletin ofActs and Decrees, the Official
Bulletin ofthe Netherlands Antilles and the Official Bulletin ofAruba, and that all ministries, authorities. bodiesand
officials whomit may concernshall diligently implement it.

Doneat The Hagueon 27 May 1999

Beatrix

J.J. van Aartsen
Ministerfor ForeignAffairs

J.M. de Vries
StateSecretaryfor Transport,Public Worksand WaterManazement

Published on the thirteenthof July 1999

A.H.Korthals
Ministerof Justice


