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CHAPTER 139 

PUBLIC HEALTH LAW. 

A.Law to make provisions for public health and for matters connected 
therewith, 

(26th July, 1917] 

This Law may be cited as the Public Health Law. 

This Law shall apply to and be in force in the area of authority of 
any local government council. 

(1) Tn this Law- 

“dairy” includes any farm house, cowshed, milk store, milk shop or 
other place from which milk, other than imported preserved milk, is 

supplied, or in which milk, other than such imported milk, is kept 
for sale; 

“health officer” includes a medical officer of health, a sanitary 

inspector or other person acting under the authority, whether general 
or special, of the medical officer of health, and whether or not such 
of sanitary inspector or other person is serving in the medical 
department of Government or is in the service of a local government 
council; 

“infectious disease” in relation to human béings, includes any 
disease of an infectious or contagious nature which the 

Commissioner may by public notice declare to be an infectious 
disease within the meaning of this Law; 

“medical officer” includes a medical officer in the service of the 
Government and includes medical practitioner employed by the 

Govemment or by a local government council for the purpose of this 
Law; 
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“premises” includes messuages, buildings, lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, vehicles, tents, vans, structures of any kind, drains, 

ditches or places open, covered or enclosed, and any ship or vessel 
in any port or on any inland waters. 

(2) _ All terms defined in the Townships Ordinance shall in this 
Law have the meaning assigned to those terms by the said 

Townships Ordinance. 

Medical Officers of Health 

The Commissioner may appoint any medical officer to be the 
medical officcr of health for any area, and in the absence of any such 

appointment for any area the officer in medical charge of the area 
shall be the medical officer of health for the area. 

Provided that the medical officer of health appointed by any Local 

Government Council shall be the Medical Officer of health for that Council. 

Senior health = 
officers 

Every senior health officer shall be a medical officer of health, and 

‘whilst on-duty in any place, shail have power to direct the sanitary 
work of such place and to give instructions to all sanitary inspectors, 
whether in the employment of the Government or not. 

It shall be the duty of every medical officer of health to inspect the 
areas to which he is appointed and to abate nuisances and otherwise 
to enforce the powers vested in him relating to public health. 

Nuisances 

The following shall be deemed to be nuisances— 

(a) any premiscs in such a condition as to be injurious to 
health; 

(b) any premises which are so dark or so ill-ventilated or so 
damp or in such a condition of dilapidation, as to be 
dangcrous or prejudicial to the health of the persons living 
or employed therein; 
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any premises which contain rat holes or rat runs or other 

similar holcs-or which are infested with rats or in which the 
ventilating openings are not protected by gratings in such 
manner as to exclude rats therefrom; 

any pool, ditch, gutter, watercourse, cesspool, drain, ashpit, 
refuse pit, latrine, dustbin, washing place, well, water tank, 

barrcl, sink, collection of sullage water, receptacle 
containing stagnant water, or other thing in such a state or 
condition as to be injurious to health; 

any animal or bird so kept as to be injurious to health of 
man or molesting to neighbours and any animal or bird 
suficring from a noxious or contagious disease; 

any hole or excavation, well, pond or quarry in or near any 
strect which is or is likely to become dangerous to the 
public; 

any stable, cowhouse, pigsty, or other premises for the use 
of animals or birds which are in such a condition as to be 
injurious to the health of man or of such animals or birds; 

any noxious matter or water flowing or discharged from 
any premises into any public street.or into any gutter or - 
sidc channel of any street; - - 

any accumulation or deposit of rubbish of any kind 
whalever, or any decaying animal or vegetable matter, 
wicuter in the form of refuse, manure, decayed or tainted 

food, or in any form whatever; . 

any growth of weeds, cactus, long grass, reeds or wild bush 
of any kind which maybe injurious to health, and any 
vegetable that of itself is dangerous to children or others 
cither by its effluvia or through eating its leaves, seeds, 
fruits or flowers; 

any premises certified by the: health ‘officer to be so 
overcrowded as to be injurious or dangerous to the health 
of the inmates; 

any premises on which servants or workmen are employed 
and suitable and adequate sanitary conveniences are not 
provided;
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any premises which contain rat holes or rat runs or other 

similar holcs-or which are infested with rats or in which the 
ventilating openings are not protected by gratings in such 
manner as to exclude rats therefrom; 

any pool, ditch, gutter, watercourse, cesspool, drain, ashpit, 
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vegetable that of itself is dangerous to children or others 
cither by its effluvia or through eating its leaves, seeds, 
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dangerous to life, or injurious to health or property; 

any, plant or tree which may be specified by the 
Commissioner, by a notice published in the Abia State 
Gazeite on the recommendation of a medical officer of 
health, as being favourable to the breeding of mosquitoes, 
found in any area which may be specified in the said 
notice. 

A health officer shall, if satisfied of the existence of a 
nuisance, serve a notice, hereinafter called an abatement 

notice, on the person by whose act, default or sufferance the 
muisunce arises or continues, or, if such person cannot be 
found, on the occupier or owner of the premises on which 
the nuisance arises requiring him to abate the same within 
the time specified in the notice, and to execute such works, 
and to do such things as may be necessary for that purpose, 
and, if the health officer think it desirable (but not 
otherwise), specifying any works to be executed. 

The health officer may also by the same or another notice 
served on such person, occupier or owner require him to do 
what is necessary for preventing the recurrence of the 
nuisance, and, if he think it desirable, specify any works to 
be executed for that purpose, and may serve that notice 
notwithstanding that the nuisance may for the time being 
have been abated if the health officer consider that it is likely 
to recur on the same premises. 

Where the nuisance arises from any want or defect of a 
structural character, or where the premises are unoccupied, 
the notice shall be served on the owner. 

Where a notice has been served on any person (including an 

occupier or owner) under this section and cither— 

(a) the nuisance arose from the wilful act or default of 
such person; or 

a 
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(b) such person fails to comply with any of the 
requisitions of the notice within the time specified, 
shall be liable to a fine of two thousand naira. 

If cither— ‘ 

(a) the-person (including the occupier or owner) on 
whom an abatement notice has been served as 
aforesaid makes default in complying with any of the 
requisitions thereof within the time specified; or 

(b) the nuisance, although abated since the service of 
notice, is, in the opinion of the health officer, likely 
to reoccur on the same premises, the health officer 
shall make a complaint and the court hearing the 
complaint may make on such person a summary 
order, in this Law referred to as a nuisance order. 

A nuisance order may be an abatement order, a prohibition 
order, or a closing order, or a combination of such orders. 

An abatement order may require a person to comply with 
any of the requisitions of the notice, or otherwise to abate the 
nuisance within a time specified in such order. 

A prohibition order may prohibit the recurrence of a 
nuisance. 

An abatement order or prohibition order shall, if the person 
on whom the order is made so requires, or the. court . 
considers it desirable, specify the work to be executed by 
such person for the purpose of abating or preventing the 
recutrence of the nuisance, 

A closing ordet may prohibit any premises from heing used 
for human habitation. 

A closing order shall only be made where it is proved to the 
satisfaction of the court that, by reason of a nuisance, 
premises are unfit for human habitation, and, if such proof is 
given, the court shall make a closing order, and may impose 
a fine of three thousand naira. , 
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(b) such person fails to comply with any of the 
requisitions of the notice within the time specified, 
shall be liable to a fine of two thousand naira. 

If cither— ‘ 

(a) the-person (including the occupier or owner) on 
whom an abatement notice has been served as 
aforesaid makes default in complying with any of the 
requisitions thereof within the time specified; or 

(b) the nuisance, although abated since the service of 
notice, is, in the opinion of the health officer, likely 
to reoccur on the same premises, the health officer 
shall make a complaint and the court hearing the 
complaint may make on such person a summary 
order, in this Law referred to as a nuisance order. 

A nuisance order may be an abatement order, a prohibition 
order, or a closing order, or a combination of such orders. 

An abatement order may require a person to comply with 
any of the requisitions of the notice, or otherwise to abate the 
nuisance within a time specified in such order. 

A prohibition order may prohibit the recurrence of a 
nuisance. 

An abatement order or prohibition order shall, if the person 
on whom the order is made so requires, or the. court . 
considers it desirable, specify the work to be executed by 
such person for the purpose of abating or preventing the 
recutrence of the nuisance, 

A closing ordet may prohibit any premises from heing used 
for human habitation. 

A closing order shall only be made where it is proved to the 
satisfaction of the court that, by reason of a nuisance, 
premises are unfit for human habitation, and, if such proof is 
given, the court shall make a closing order, and may impose 
a fine of three thousand naira. , 
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. Satisfied and cancel the closing order. 

If 2 person fails to comply with the provisions of a nuisance 
order with respect to the abatement of a nuisance he shall, 

unless he satisfies the court that he has used all due diligence 
to carry out such order, be liable to a fine of one hundred and 
fifty naira a day during his default; and if a person 
knowingly and’ wilfully acts contrary to a prohibition or 
closing order he shall be liable to a fine of three hundred 
naira a day during such contrary action; moreover the health 
officer may enter the premises to which a nuisance order 
relates, and abate or remove the nuisance, and do whatever 

may be necessary in execution of such order. 

If an order of the court or notice of the health officer for the 
abatement of a nuisance by the occupier or owner is not 

—- cemplied-with because the occupier or owner cannot be 
found or because the occupier or owner is imprisoned, the 
health officer may apply to the court for an order to have the 
nuisance abated, and all costs of and expenses incurred in 
connexion therewith shall be paid to the health officer by the 
occupier or owner, and may be recovered as a debt. 

If no owner or occupier can be found or if the expenses are 
not paid within six months after the completion of the 
abatement of such nuisance, the court may order the 
premises upon which the work shall have been done, or any 
part thereof, or any movable property found thereon 
belonging to such occupier or owner to be sold to defray the 
said cost and expenses. 

The rulcs of court relating to sales in execution of decrees 
shall mutatis mutandis apply to such sale. 

(a) It shall be lawful for the health officer to enter any 
premises at any time between the hours of six in the 
morning and six in the evening for the purpose of 
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13. 

examining as to the existence thereon of any 
nuisance, or until a nuisance found to exist has been 
abated or the works ordered to be done are completed 
or the closing order is cancelled as the case may be, : 
and when a nuisance order has not becn complied 
with or has been infringed, to eater premises at all 
reasonable ‘fours for the purpose of: securing the 
execution of the order. 

(b) If the admission to premises is refused, the court may 
require the person having the custody of the premises 
to admit the health officer into the premises during 
the prescribed hours, and if no person having the 
custody of the premiscs is found the court may 
authorize the health officer forcibly to enter on such 
premises. 

(2) Any such order shall continue in force until the work for 
which the entry was necessary has been done. 

(3) Any person who refilses to obey such order or in any way 
hinders, prevents or obstructs the execution of the order shall 
be liable to a fine of one thousand five hundred naira. 

All reasonable costs and expenses incurred in serving the notice, 
making a complaint or obtaining an order or in carrying the order 
into effect shall be deemed to be money paid at the request of the 
person on whom the order is made, or if no order is made, but the 
nuisance is proved to have existed when a notice was served or the 

complaint made, then of the person by whose act, default or 
sufferance the nuisance was caused; and in the case of nuisances 
caused by the act or default of the owner of the premises, such cost 
and expenses may be recovered from any person who is for the time 
being owner of such premises. 

(1) Whoever by any act or default causes or suffers to be 
brought or to flow into any well, stream, tank, reservoir, 
agucduct or pond used or intended for supplying water to 
man or beast or into any conduit cottimunicating therewith
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not paid within six months after the completion of the 
abatement of such nuisance, the court may order the 
premises upon which the work shall have been done, or any 
part thereof, or any movable property found thereon 
belonging to such occupier or owner to be sold to defray the 
said cost and expenses. 

The rulcs of court relating to sales in execution of decrees 
shall mutatis mutandis apply to such sale. 

(a) It shall be lawful for the health officer to enter any 
premises at any time between the hours of six in the 
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examining as to the existence thereon of any 
nuisance, or until a nuisance found to exist has been 
abated or the works ordered to be done are completed 
or the closing order is cancelled as the case may be, : 
and when a nuisance order has not becn complied 
with or has been infringed, to eater premises at all 
reasonable ‘fours for the purpose of: securing the 
execution of the order. 

(b) If the admission to premises is refused, the court may 
require the person having the custody of the premises 
to admit the health officer into the premises during 
the prescribed hours, and if no person having the 
custody of the premiscs is found the court may 
authorize the health officer forcibly to enter on such 
premises. 

(2) Any such order shall continue in force until the work for 
which the entry was necessary has been done. 

(3) Any person who refilses to obey such order or in any way 
hinders, prevents or obstructs the execution of the order shall 
be liable to a fine of one thousand five hundred naira. 

All reasonable costs and expenses incurred in serving the notice, 
making a complaint or obtaining an order or in carrying the order 
into effect shall be deemed to be money paid at the request of the 
person on whom the order is made, or if no order is made, but the 
nuisance is proved to have existed when a notice was served or the 

complaint made, then of the person by whose act, default or 
sufferance the nuisance was caused; and in the case of nuisances 
caused by the act or default of the owner of the premises, such cost 
and expenses may be recovered from any person who is for the time 
being owner of such premises. 

(1) Whoever by any act or default causes or suffers to be 
brought or to flow into any well, stream, tank, reservoir, 
agucduct or pond used or intended for supplying water to 
man or beast or into any conduit cottimunicating therewith
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16, 

any delcterious substance or does any act whereby such 

water is or may be fouled shall be liable to a fine of one 

thousand five hundred naira and a further sum of two 

hundred naira for everyday during which the offence is 

continued after conviction. 

(2) Such penalties may be recovered during the continuance of 

the offence or within one calendar month after it has ceased. 

‘The health officer may, at all reasonable hours, inspect any carcass, 
meat, poultry, game, fish, vegetables, corn, bread, flour, or other 
provisions exposed for sale or deposited in any place for the purpose 
of sale or of preparation for sale and intended for the food of man, 

the proof that the same was not exposed for sale or deposited for 
purpose of sale or preparation for sale and was not intended for the 
food of man resting with the party charged; and if any such article 

appears to the health officer to be diseased or unwholesome or unfit 
for-the-feed-of man-he may condemn the same and order it to be 

destroyed or so disposed of as to prevent it from being used for the 

food of man, and the person to whom it belongs or in whose 
possession or premises it was found shall be liable to a fine of one 
thousand five hundred naira for every article condemned, and for 
any subsequent conviction, to a fine of seven thousand five hundred 
naira or to imprisonment for six months. 

If any health officer or police officer shall show reasonable cause 
the court may grant a warrant to enter any building in which there is 

reason for believing that there is kept any animal, carcass, meat, 
poultry, game, fish, vegetables, com, bread, flour, or other 

provisions intended for sale for the food of man, which are diseased, 

or unwholesome, or unfit for the food of man, and to search for, 

seize, and carry away any such animal or other article in order to 

have the same dealt with by the court. 

Any person who hinders, prevents or obstructs any such officer in 

the performance of his duty under such search warrant shall be liable 
to a fine of two thousand naira (owner or occupier to clean sheets 

near his premises) 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Infectious Diseases 

(1) Whenever an infectious disease shall have broken out in any 

place, the Commissioner may by public notice declare such 

place or any portion thereof to be an infected area and may 
in like manner order the evacuation of the whole or any part 
of such infected area. 

(2) It shall not be lawful for any person to reside or carry on 
business within any infected area or portion thereof which is 
comprised in an. order for evacuation, or to enter or be 
therein, except when passing along a thoroughfare, allowed 
to remain open to the public, without an order in writing to 
that cffect signed by a medical officer, and upon such 
conditions as such medical officer may in such order direct. 

(3) Penalty for a first offence a fine of three thousand seven 

hundred and fifty naira or three months’ imprisonment and 
for subsequent offences a fine of seven thousand five 
hundred naira or six months’ imprisonment, or both. 

Any person, liccnsed to sell intoxicating liquors in premises situated 
in any infected arca comprised in an order for evacuation, shall be 
entitled to a transfer of the licence to premises situated outside the 
infected arca where no higher licence fee is payable unless the i 
Commissioner shall order a refund of the whole or any portion of 
the fee paid for the licence. 

Whenever in the opinion of the medical officer of health, there is 
reason to suspect that a person has died of an infectious disease, it 
shall be lawful for the medical officer of health to order that the 
body of the deceased person shall be conveyed to such place as the 
medical officer of health shall appoint, for such examination as he 
may consider necessary. 

A health officer may cause to be placed on or about any premises in 
which any casc of infectious disease has occurred any mark which 
he may decm advisable for the purpose of denoting the occurrence 

Declaration of 
infected arca 
and order for 

evacuation 

Marking of 
premises 
where 
infectious 
disease has 
occurred
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any delcterious substance or does any act whereby such 

water is or may be fouled shall be liable to a fine of one 

thousand five hundred naira and a further sum of two 

hundred naira for everyday during which the offence is 

continued after conviction. 

(2) Such penalties may be recovered during the continuance of 

the offence or within one calendar month after it has ceased. 

‘The health officer may, at all reasonable hours, inspect any carcass, 
meat, poultry, game, fish, vegetables, corn, bread, flour, or other 
provisions exposed for sale or deposited in any place for the purpose 
of sale or of preparation for sale and intended for the food of man, 

the proof that the same was not exposed for sale or deposited for 
purpose of sale or preparation for sale and was not intended for the 
food of man resting with the party charged; and if any such article 

appears to the health officer to be diseased or unwholesome or unfit 
for-the-feed-of man-he may condemn the same and order it to be 

destroyed or so disposed of as to prevent it from being used for the 

food of man, and the person to whom it belongs or in whose 
possession or premises it was found shall be liable to a fine of one 
thousand five hundred naira for every article condemned, and for 
any subsequent conviction, to a fine of seven thousand five hundred 
naira or to imprisonment for six months. 

If any health officer or police officer shall show reasonable cause 
the court may grant a warrant to enter any building in which there is 

reason for believing that there is kept any animal, carcass, meat, 
poultry, game, fish, vegetables, com, bread, flour, or other 

provisions intended for sale for the food of man, which are diseased, 

or unwholesome, or unfit for the food of man, and to search for, 

seize, and carry away any such animal or other article in order to 

have the same dealt with by the court. 

Any person who hinders, prevents or obstructs any such officer in 

the performance of his duty under such search warrant shall be liable 
to a fine of two thousand naira (owner or occupier to clean sheets 

near his premises) 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Infectious Diseases 

(1) Whenever an infectious disease shall have broken out in any 

place, the Commissioner may by public notice declare such 

place or any portion thereof to be an infected area and may 
in like manner order the evacuation of the whole or any part 
of such infected area. 

(2) It shall not be lawful for any person to reside or carry on 
business within any infected area or portion thereof which is 
comprised in an. order for evacuation, or to enter or be 
therein, except when passing along a thoroughfare, allowed 
to remain open to the public, without an order in writing to 
that cffect signed by a medical officer, and upon such 
conditions as such medical officer may in such order direct. 

(3) Penalty for a first offence a fine of three thousand seven 

hundred and fifty naira or three months’ imprisonment and 
for subsequent offences a fine of seven thousand five 
hundred naira or six months’ imprisonment, or both. 

Any person, liccnsed to sell intoxicating liquors in premises situated 
in any infected arca comprised in an order for evacuation, shall be 
entitled to a transfer of the licence to premises situated outside the 
infected arca where no higher licence fee is payable unless the i 
Commissioner shall order a refund of the whole or any portion of 
the fee paid for the licence. 

Whenever in the opinion of the medical officer of health, there is 
reason to suspect that a person has died of an infectious disease, it 
shall be lawful for the medical officer of health to order that the 
body of the deceased person shall be conveyed to such place as the 
medical officer of health shall appoint, for such examination as he 
may consider necessary. 

A health officer may cause to be placed on or about any premises in 
which any casc of infectious disease has occurred any mark which 
he may decm advisable for the purpose of denoting the occurrence 
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of such disease, and may keep such mark affixed for such time as he 

may deem necessary, and any person removing or obliterating any 
such mark without the authority of a health officer shall be, liable to 
a fine of onc thousand naira. 

A health officer may order the disinfection of any building in which 

any case or suspected case of infectious disease has occurred and of 
any article or thing in such building. 

(1) The medical officer of health may order the destruction of 
any building in which a case of infectious disease has 
occurred, or of any article or thing which may be considered 

necessary in the interest of the public healih. 

(2) Amy such order shall be carried out in such manner and by 
such person as the medical officer of health may direct. 

A medical officer of health may order the destruction of any animals 
-which he has_reason to believe are likely to be agents in the 
transmission of an infectious disease, and may dispose of the 
carcasses of any animals so destroyed in such manner as he may 
think proper, 

A medical officer of health may cause any person suffering or 
suspected to be suffering from an infectious disease to be removed 
to a Government hospital or other place provided by the 
Government or by a local goverment council] to be suspects 

detained therc until he can be discharged with safety te the public. 

A medical officer of health may order any person living in the same 
house or compound, or otherwise brought into contact with any 
person suffering or suspected to be suffering from an infectious 
disease, to be isolated in such place as the Government may provide, 
until he can be discharged with safety to the public, and every 
person authorized by the medical officer of health to carry out such 
order may use such force as is necessary to compel obedience to 
such order. 

27. 

28. 

(1) When an inmate of any house is suffering from an infectious 
disease, the head of the family and in his default the person 

in attendance on the patient and in default of such person the 
occupier or owner of the building shall, as soon as he 
becomes aware that the patient is suffering from an 
infectious disease, give notice thereof orally or in writing to 

the medical officer of health. It is incumbent also upon every 
medical practitioner consulted by or in attendance on any 
patient suffering from an infectious disease to give such 
notice. 

(2) If anyone liable to give notice fails to give the notice 

required, he shall be liable to a fine of one thousand naira or 
to imprisonment for two months: 

Provided that if a person is not liable to give notice in 
the first instance but only in default of some other person, he 
shall not be liable to a penalty if he satisfies the court that he 
had reasonable cause to suppose that the notice had been 
duly given. 

q) A health officer may by notice in writing, require the owner 

of any bedding, clothing or other articles, which have been 
exposed to infection to cause the same to be delivered to 
such health officer for removal for the purpose of 

disinfection. 

(2) ‘The bedding, clothing and articles shall be disinfected by the 
health officer, and shall be brought back and delivered to the 
owner fice of cost. 

Any person who knowingly lets for hire any house in which any 
person has been suffering from any infectious disease without 
having had such house and the articles therein properly disinfected 
to the satisfaction of the medical officer of health shall be liable to a 
fine of two thousand naira. 
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of such disease, and may keep such mark affixed for such time as he 

may deem necessary, and any person removing or obliterating any 
such mark without the authority of a health officer shall be, liable to 
a fine of onc thousand naira. 

A health officer may order the disinfection of any building in which 

any case or suspected case of infectious disease has occurred and of 
any article or thing in such building. 

(1) The medical officer of health may order the destruction of 
any building in which a case of infectious disease has 
occurred, or of any article or thing which may be considered 

necessary in the interest of the public healih. 

(2) Amy such order shall be carried out in such manner and by 
such person as the medical officer of health may direct. 

A medical officer of health may order the destruction of any animals 
-which he has_reason to believe are likely to be agents in the 
transmission of an infectious disease, and may dispose of the 
carcasses of any animals so destroyed in such manner as he may 
think proper, 

A medical officer of health may cause any person suffering or 
suspected to be suffering from an infectious disease to be removed 
to a Government hospital or other place provided by the 
Government or by a local goverment council] to be suspects 

detained therc until he can be discharged with safety te the public. 

A medical officer of health may order any person living in the same 
house or compound, or otherwise brought into contact with any 
person suffering or suspected to be suffering from an infectious 
disease, to be isolated in such place as the Government may provide, 
until he can be discharged with safety to the public, and every 
person authorized by the medical officer of health to carry out such 
order may use such force as is necessary to compel obedience to 
such order. 

27. 

28. 

(1) When an inmate of any house is suffering from an infectious 
disease, the head of the family and in his default the person 

in attendance on the patient and in default of such person the 
occupier or owner of the building shall, as soon as he 
becomes aware that the patient is suffering from an 
infectious disease, give notice thereof orally or in writing to 

the medical officer of health. It is incumbent also upon every 
medical practitioner consulted by or in attendance on any 
patient suffering from an infectious disease to give such 
notice. 

(2) If anyone liable to give notice fails to give the notice 

required, he shall be liable to a fine of one thousand naira or 
to imprisonment for two months: 

Provided that if a person is not liable to give notice in 
the first instance but only in default of some other person, he 
shall not be liable to a penalty if he satisfies the court that he 
had reasonable cause to suppose that the notice had been 
duly given. 

q) A health officer may by notice in writing, require the owner 

of any bedding, clothing or other articles, which have been 
exposed to infection to cause the same to be delivered to 
such health officer for removal for the purpose of 

disinfection. 

(2) ‘The bedding, clothing and articles shall be disinfected by the 
health officer, and shall be brought back and delivered to the 
owner fice of cost. 

Any person who knowingly lets for hire any house in which any 
person has been suffering from any infectious disease without 
having had such house and the articles therein properly disinfected 
to the satisfaction of the medical officer of health shall be liable to a 
fine of two thousand naira. 
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Any person who— 

(a) while suffering from an infectious disease or being in 
charge of any person so suffering, does any act or thing 
which tends to the spread of the disease; or 

(b) gives, lends, sells, transmits or exposes without previous 
disinfections any bedding, clothing or other article which 
has been exposed to infection, shall be liable to a fine of 
two thousand naira or to imprisonment for three months. 

Any person who, while suffering from any infectious disease, enters 

any ship or public conveyance without previously notifying to the 
person in charge thereof that he is so suffering, shall be liable to a 

fine of seven hundred and fifty naira or to imprisonment for one 
month, and in addition may be ordered to pay to the owner of the 

ship or public conveyance the amount of any expense such owner 

may incur in disinfecting such ship or public conveyance. 

Every person in charge of any ship or public conveyance shall, to 

the satisfaction of the medical officer of health, immediately provide 
for the disinfections of such ship or public conveyance after it has to 
his knowledge conveyed any person suffering from any infectious 
disease, and if he fails to do so, shall be liable to a fine of one 
thousand naira . 

Provided that where the person in charge or owner of any 
such ship or public conveyance is unable in the opinion of the 

medical officer of health effectually to cleanse and disinfect such 

ship or public conveyance, the same may be cleansed and 
disinfected by the medical officer of health at the expense of the 
person or owner. 

Every health officer, administrative officer, police officer may 

apprehend and take, or cause to be apprehended or taken, to a 
hospital any person whom he shall find in any public street, public 
place, shop or public conveyance suffering fom any infectious 
disease. 

“sb
 

33. 

34, 

() 

@) 

() 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

When any infectious disease is epidemic in any place, the 
Commissioner may appoint whatever medical or other 
officers he may think fit to be visitors therein, 

Such officers may enter any premises in which there may be, 
or be suspected to be, any case of infectious disease and 
examine such premises and give such order as to the 

cleansing or disinfections thereof or otherwise as they shall 
consider necessary. 

‘The owner of any building, article or thing destroyed under 
an order made in pursuance of section 22, and the owner of 
any animal killed wnder an order made in pursuance of 
section 23, shall be entitled to compensation to be paid either 
out of general revenue or out of the funds of a local 

government counci] as may be prescribed or as the 
Commissioner may direct. 

All claims for compensation under this section or under any 

rules under section 38, shall be heard and determined by a 

compensation board which the Commissioner hereby 

empowered to appoint, consisting of two persons, one of 

whom shall be unconnected with the public service. 

‘The unofficial member of the board shall be entitled to his 

actual out-of-pocket expenses, and the Commissioner may, 

at his discretion, allow to him such further remuneration as 

be may think fit. 

In appointing any compensation board, the Commissioner 
may- 

(a) define the limits of the jurisdiction of the board; 

(b) appoint any member by name or ex officio; 

(c) in case, any person appointed shall be or become 

unable or unwilling to act, or shall die, appoint 
another member in his place. 
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Any person who— 

(a) while suffering from an infectious disease or being in 
charge of any person so suffering, does any act or thing 
which tends to the spread of the disease; or 

(b) gives, lends, sells, transmits or exposes without previous 
disinfections any bedding, clothing or other article which 
has been exposed to infection, shall be liable to a fine of 
two thousand naira or to imprisonment for three months. 

Any person who, while suffering from any infectious disease, enters 

any ship or public conveyance without previously notifying to the 
person in charge thereof that he is so suffering, shall be liable to a 

fine of seven hundred and fifty naira or to imprisonment for one 
month, and in addition may be ordered to pay to the owner of the 

ship or public conveyance the amount of any expense such owner 

may incur in disinfecting such ship or public conveyance. 

Every person in charge of any ship or public conveyance shall, to 

the satisfaction of the medical officer of health, immediately provide 
for the disinfections of such ship or public conveyance after it has to 
his knowledge conveyed any person suffering from any infectious 
disease, and if he fails to do so, shall be liable to a fine of one 
thousand naira . 

Provided that where the person in charge or owner of any 
such ship or public conveyance is unable in the opinion of the 

medical officer of health effectually to cleanse and disinfect such 

ship or public conveyance, the same may be cleansed and 
disinfected by the medical officer of health at the expense of the 
person or owner. 

Every health officer, administrative officer, police officer may 

apprehend and take, or cause to be apprehended or taken, to a 
hospital any person whom he shall find in any public street, public 
place, shop or public conveyance suffering fom any infectious 
disease. 
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When any infectious disease is epidemic in any place, the 
Commissioner may appoint whatever medical or other 
officers he may think fit to be visitors therein, 

Such officers may enter any premises in which there may be, 
or be suspected to be, any case of infectious disease and 
examine such premises and give such order as to the 

cleansing or disinfections thereof or otherwise as they shall 
consider necessary. 

‘The owner of any building, article or thing destroyed under 
an order made in pursuance of section 22, and the owner of 
any animal killed wnder an order made in pursuance of 
section 23, shall be entitled to compensation to be paid either 
out of general revenue or out of the funds of a local 

government counci] as may be prescribed or as the 
Commissioner may direct. 

All claims for compensation under this section or under any 

rules under section 38, shall be heard and determined by a 

compensation board which the Commissioner hereby 

empowered to appoint, consisting of two persons, one of 

whom shall be unconnected with the public service. 

‘The unofficial member of the board shall be entitled to his 

actual out-of-pocket expenses, and the Commissioner may, 

at his discretion, allow to him such further remuneration as 

be may think fit. 

In appointing any compensation board, the Commissioner 
may- 

(a) define the limits of the jurisdiction of the board; 

(b) appoint any member by name or ex officio; 

(c) in case, any person appointed shall be or become 

unable or unwilling to act, or shall die, appoint 
another member in his place. 
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35. 

{5) Every appointment made under this section shall be notified 
in the State Gazette. 

(6) | A compensation board shall have all the powers of the High 

Court to summon witnesses, and to call for the production of 
books, plans or documents and to examine witnesses and 

partics on oath and all persons summoned to attend and give 

evidence or to produce books, plans or documents shall be 
bound to obey the summonses served upon them as fully in 

all respects as if the summonses had been issued by the High 
Court, and shall be entitled to like expenses as if they had 
been summoned to attend such court on a criminal trial, if 
the same shall be allowed by the board, but the board may 

disallow the Whole or any part of such expenses in any case 
if they think fit, 

(7) If the two members of a compensation board are unable to 

agree on the amount of compensation to be awarded (or on 
__ any point of practice or procedure arising before them), the 

amount or such compensation (and the point of practice or 
procedure) shall be referred for decision to a judge of the 

‘High Court, who shall for purposes of the reference be 
decmcd to be a member of the compensation board, and 

’ decision shall be deemed to be the decision of the 
ard. 

(8) The award of the compensation board shall be in writing, 
signed by the members or by the judge, as the case may be, 
and shall be final. 

(9) Any witness who shall willfully give false evidence in any 

proceedings before 2 compensation board shall be guilty of 

perjury and be liable to be prosecuted and punished 
accordingly. 

Every claim for compensation shall, within two months after the 
happening of the event in respect of which the claim is made, be 
sent either directly to the compensation board or to an administrative 
officer for transmission to such board: and no claim which has not 
been sent to cither such board or officer within the said period of 

36. 

37. 

33. 

two months shall be entertained unless with the consent of the 

Commissioner. 

No civil proceeding of any kind whatsoever shall, without the 
written consent of the Attorney-General, be brought against any 
person for damages or compensation in respect of any measures 
taken or to be taken under this Law to prevent the spread of any 
infectious discase. : 

Where a person in charge of or in attendance on or living with a 
person suffering from an infectious disease is charged with an 
offence against this Law, relative to such infectious disease, he shall 
be presumed to have known of the existence of such disease in such 
person unless and until he shows to the satisfaction of the court that 

he had not such knowledge and could not with reasonable diligence 

have obtained such knowledge. 

The Commissioner may make rules— 

(a) for isolating all persons suffering or suspected to be 

suffering from an infectious disease, or brought into 
contact with any person so suffering, or suspected; 

(b) for inspecting and granting permits to persons traveling by 

sea or land from a place where an infectious disease has 

occurred, and for disinfecting their clothes and effects; 

(c) for.closing, destroying, disinfecting, cleaning or otherwise 
rendering harmless, houses, buildings, latrines, wells, 

dustbins, dumping grounds and any place that by reason of 
the existence of infectious disease it may be deemed 

advisable so to deal with; 

(d) for prohibiting the removal of property from infected 
houses; 

{e) for prescribing the mode of burial or disposal of the bodies 
of persons dying from an infectious disease; 

(f} for the removal of persons from an infected area the 
evacuation of which has been ordered by the 
Commissioner; 
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{5) Every appointment made under this section shall be notified 
in the State Gazette. 

(6) | A compensation board shall have all the powers of the High 

Court to summon witnesses, and to call for the production of 
books, plans or documents and to examine witnesses and 

partics on oath and all persons summoned to attend and give 

evidence or to produce books, plans or documents shall be 
bound to obey the summonses served upon them as fully in 

all respects as if the summonses had been issued by the High 
Court, and shall be entitled to like expenses as if they had 
been summoned to attend such court on a criminal trial, if 
the same shall be allowed by the board, but the board may 

disallow the Whole or any part of such expenses in any case 
if they think fit, 

(7) If the two members of a compensation board are unable to 

agree on the amount of compensation to be awarded (or on 
__ any point of practice or procedure arising before them), the 

amount or such compensation (and the point of practice or 
procedure) shall be referred for decision to a judge of the 

‘High Court, who shall for purposes of the reference be 
decmcd to be a member of the compensation board, and 

’ decision shall be deemed to be the decision of the 
ard. 

(8) The award of the compensation board shall be in writing, 
signed by the members or by the judge, as the case may be, 
and shall be final. 

(9) Any witness who shall willfully give false evidence in any 

proceedings before 2 compensation board shall be guilty of 

perjury and be liable to be prosecuted and punished 
accordingly. 

Every claim for compensation shall, within two months after the 
happening of the event in respect of which the claim is made, be 
sent either directly to the compensation board or to an administrative 
officer for transmission to such board: and no claim which has not 
been sent to cither such board or officer within the said period of 

36. 

37. 

33. 

two months shall be entertained unless with the consent of the 

Commissioner. 

No civil proceeding of any kind whatsoever shall, without the 
written consent of the Attorney-General, be brought against any 
person for damages or compensation in respect of any measures 
taken or to be taken under this Law to prevent the spread of any 
infectious discase. : 

Where a person in charge of or in attendance on or living with a 
person suffering from an infectious disease is charged with an 
offence against this Law, relative to such infectious disease, he shall 
be presumed to have known of the existence of such disease in such 
person unless and until he shows to the satisfaction of the court that 

he had not such knowledge and could not with reasonable diligence 

have obtained such knowledge. 

The Commissioner may make rules— 

(a) for isolating all persons suffering or suspected to be 

suffering from an infectious disease, or brought into 
contact with any person so suffering, or suspected; 

(b) for inspecting and granting permits to persons traveling by 

sea or land from a place where an infectious disease has 

occurred, and for disinfecting their clothes and effects; 

(c) for.closing, destroying, disinfecting, cleaning or otherwise 
rendering harmless, houses, buildings, latrines, wells, 

dustbins, dumping grounds and any place that by reason of 
the existence of infectious disease it may be deemed 

advisable so to deal with; 

(d) for prohibiting the removal of property from infected 
houses; 

{e) for prescribing the mode of burial or disposal of the bodies 
of persons dying from an infectious disease; 

(f} for the removal of persons from an infected area the 
evacuation of which has been ordered by the 
Commissioner; 
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(g) for establishing a cordon around any place where an 
infectious disease has occurred or otherwise preventing 
persons departing from or going to any such place; 

(h) for prescribing the reporting of cases‘of sickness and death; 

(i) for the disposal or destruction of refuse and sewage; 

i) for the erection of temporary huts, mortuaries and similar 
buildings by the chiefs or headmen of towns or villages; 

(k) prescribing the acts or things, done under any mule, in 
respect of which compensation may be paid; 

(I} for declaring whether compensation shail be paid out of 
general revenue, or out of the funds of a local government 

council; ; 

(m) for the publication within the area affected of any notice 

under section 17 or rule made under this section; 

(n) for prescribing the procedure to be adopted by a 
compensation board; and 

~ -(0}—-generally, for the better carrying into effect of any of the 
provisions of this Law relating to infectious diseases. 

Legal Proceedings 

Any person who willfully hinders, prevents, or obstructs any health 
officer or other person in the execution of this Law shail be liable to 
a fine of one thousand naira 

If the occupier of any premises prevents the owner thereof from 
obeying any order made under or carrying into effect any of the 

provisions of this Law, the court, on complaint, and on proof of such . 
prevention, shall by order require such occupier to permit the 
execution of any works which appear to the court necessary for the 
purpose of obeying such order or carrying into effect such provision, 
and if, within twenty-four hours after service on him of the order 
such occupier fail to comply therewith, he shall be liable to a fine of 

’ one thousand naira for every day during the continuance of such 
non-compliance. 

ESS ST TT A ER 
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41. 

“a2. 

43. 

For every contravention of the provisions of this Law and for every 
omission to do anything required: to be done by or under this Law i 

for which no other penalty is provided, the offender shall be liable to 
a fine of four thousand naira. 

q) 

(2) 

a 

(2) 

(1) 

Penalties, fines, costs and expenses, the recovery of which is noe 
not otherwise provided for, shall be recoverable upon 

summary trial. 

Penaltics, fines, costs and expenses imposed by or 
recoverable under any rule made by a local government 
council under this Law may, as against persons subject to the 
jurisdiction of a customary court, be sued for and enforced in 
a customary court. 

A notice, order or document required or authorized by this service of 
Law to be served on the owner or occupier of any premises 
shall be deemed to be properly addressed if addressed by the 
description of the "owner" or “occupier” of such premises 
without further description, and shall be deemed to he 

properly served if it is delivered to some adult person on the 
premises, or, if there is no such person, on the premises to 
whom the same can with reasonable diligence be delivered, 

’ by fixing the notice on some conspicuous part of the 
premises. 

A notice, order or decument required or authorized by this 
Law to be served on any person (including an owner or 
occupicr) may be served- 

(a) by delivering the same to such person; 

(b) by delivering the same, at the usual or last known 
place of abode of such person, to some adult member 
or servant of his family. 

The occupier of any premises shall, if required by any health Occupierto 
officer or any police officer, give his name and the name and 
address of the owner of the premises if known.
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(g) for establishing a cordon around any place where an 
infectious disease has occurred or otherwise preventing 
persons departing from or going to any such place; 

(h) for prescribing the reporting of cases‘of sickness and death; 

(i) for the disposal or destruction of refuse and sewage; 

i) for the erection of temporary huts, mortuaries and similar 
buildings by the chiefs or headmen of towns or villages; 

(k) prescribing the acts or things, done under any mule, in 
respect of which compensation may be paid; 

(I} for declaring whether compensation shail be paid out of 
general revenue, or out of the funds of a local government 

council; ; 

(m) for the publication within the area affected of any notice 

under section 17 or rule made under this section; 

(n) for prescribing the procedure to be adopted by a 
compensation board; and 

~ -(0}—-generally, for the better carrying into effect of any of the 
provisions of this Law relating to infectious diseases. 

Legal Proceedings 

Any person who willfully hinders, prevents, or obstructs any health 
officer or other person in the execution of this Law shail be liable to 
a fine of one thousand naira 

If the occupier of any premises prevents the owner thereof from 
obeying any order made under or carrying into effect any of the 

provisions of this Law, the court, on complaint, and on proof of such . 
prevention, shall by order require such occupier to permit the 
execution of any works which appear to the court necessary for the 
purpose of obeying such order or carrying into effect such provision, 
and if, within twenty-four hours after service on him of the order 
such occupier fail to comply therewith, he shall be liable to a fine of 

’ one thousand naira for every day during the continuance of such 
non-compliance. 
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For every contravention of the provisions of this Law and for every 
omission to do anything required: to be done by or under this Law i 

for which no other penalty is provided, the offender shall be liable to 
a fine of four thousand naira. 

q) 

(2) 

a 

(2) 

(1) 

Penalties, fines, costs and expenses, the recovery of which is noe 
not otherwise provided for, shall be recoverable upon 

summary trial. 

Penaltics, fines, costs and expenses imposed by or 
recoverable under any rule made by a local government 
council under this Law may, as against persons subject to the 
jurisdiction of a customary court, be sued for and enforced in 
a customary court. 

A notice, order or document required or authorized by this service of 
Law to be served on the owner or occupier of any premises 
shall be deemed to be properly addressed if addressed by the 
description of the "owner" or “occupier” of such premises 
without further description, and shall be deemed to he 

properly served if it is delivered to some adult person on the 
premises, or, if there is no such person, on the premises to 
whom the same can with reasonable diligence be delivered, 

’ by fixing the notice on some conspicuous part of the 
premises. 

A notice, order or decument required or authorized by this 
Law to be served on any person (including an owner or 
occupicr) may be served- 

(a) by delivering the same to such person; 

(b) by delivering the same, at the usual or last known 
place of abode of such person, to some adult member 
or servant of his family. 

The occupier of any premises shall, if required by any health Occupierto 
officer or any police officer, give his name and the name and 
address of the owner of the premises if known.
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(2) Any occupier declining to give or willfully mis-stating the 
name or address either of himself or of the-owner shall he 
liable to a fine of one thousand naira. 

_ Every police officer shall give information to the health officer of 
any offence which he knows. or has reason to believe has been 
committed against this Law. 

Every sanitary inspector while acting as such shall, by virtue of his 
appointment and without being swom in, be deemed to be a police 
officer and have all powers and privileges of a police officer for the 
purpose of the execution of his duty under this Law. 

Where any nuisance appears to be wholly or partially caused or 
contributed to by the acts or defaults of two or more persons 
(including an owner or occupier), any order may be served on one or 
several or all of such persons and proceedings may be instituted 
against one or several or all of such persons, whether in one 

proceeding or not, and one or several or all such persons may be 
ordered to abate such nuisance so far as the same appears to the 
court to be caused by his or their acts or defaults or may be 
prohibited from continuing any acts or defaults which the court finds 
‘as a matter of fact contributed to such nuisance, or may be fined or 
otherwise punished notwithstanding that the acts or defaults of any 
one of such persons would not separately have caused a nuisance, 
and the costs may be distributed as to the court may appear fair and 
reasonable. 

Where in any proceeding under this Law, any person is summoned 
or otherwisc dealt with as the occupier of premises if he alleges that 
he is not the occupier, the proof of such allegation, shall be on him. 

A health officer or other person shall not be liable to any action, 
liability or demand on account of anything done by him bona fide 
for the purpose of executing this Law. 
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SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION 

Public Health Rules 

made under sections 40 (and also 41 and 42 of the Public Health 

Ordinance formerly Chapter 183 of the Laws of 

Nigeria, 1948) 

These rules may be cited as the Public [Health Rules. 

“Council” in any area or place, shall mean the council for such area 

for the purposes of these rules, 

PART L— INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

When any case of infectious disease or suspected infectious disease 
is notified to the medical officer of health, he shall immediately visit 
and inspect, or appoint some fit and proper person to visit and 

inspect, the individual alleged to be suffering from the infectious 

disease; and, on being satisfied that the case is one of infectious 

disease, he may order such individual and all individuals who have 

been in contact with the case to remain on the premises where the 
case was at the time of infection, or he may cause them to be 

removed to an infectious diseases hospital, or other suitable place 

provided for the reception of cases suffering from an infectious 
disease, or for the segregation of contacts. 

A medical officer of health or any sanitary inspector, police officer 

or other person acting on the instructions of a medical officer of 
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