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CHAPTER 137 '

STATE LANDS LLAW

A Law to make further and better Provision for the Management and
" isposal of State ] ands.

[8th April, 1918)

1. This Law may be cited as the State'Lands Law.

2. (1) This Law shall operate subject to the Land Use Act of the
federation and the Land Use Law ol the State.

(2) “State Land™means all public land§ within the State which were on the
2nd of February 1976 subject to the control of the government of Fast
Central State of Nigeria and held tor the public purpose. and all lands
thereafter acquired or fo be acquired by or on behalf of the povernment of
the State and held or o be held for any such purpose: public “purpose™ has
the meaning assigned to it in the Land Use Law Chapter 77.

3.(1) Subject to any regulations now in force or herealter to he made
regarding State lands, the Governor may prant-——
2 5 ¥
(1) Certiticate of Oceupancy of State Lands (o any person for any tetm of
Years, or in the case of a citizen ol Nigeria for an indefinite term;
(b) Licences 1o any person for the temporary occupation oi state Land.
(2) The Governor may deiegate any of the powers conferred on him under

this Law to the State Commissioner assigned with the responsibility for
lands.

(3) All Certificates of Occupancy granted under this Law or any Law
repealed by it,iciore the 6th of March 1978, shall for the purposes of this
Law be regarded as Centificates of Occupancy.
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4. 'The Governor may--—

(1) Aceept on such terms and conditions (it any) as he niy
proper the sutiender of any certilicate ol occupancy pranted orden
Law tepealed by this Law.

(2) Wholly o1 partially remit, excent as otherwise pieseribed, ol
the covenants or conditions inany certificate of occupan
owing to special - circumstances, compliance therewith would be oo

o1 great hardships would be inflicted upon the grantee; nid

(3) Extend, except as otherwise piescribed, the time 1o grint:
performing the conditions contained in any cetificate ol oceupancy &

to forleitme for such period, and upon — such terms and conditions, 25 s aass
W3

think fit, and the period so extendett and the termis and conditions <o e sl
. ; . Yo \ 2 ke

shall be deemed to be inseited in the cartificate ol occupancy and ﬁ:i‘.'::‘,,—'g

be binding on the grantee. i

5. (1) Ut shall be lawful for the Governor 1o grant a licence (o ::-.w_;v:--';:'.t'_-'!

to enter upon any State land which is not the subject of a certifcans
occupaney or a temporaty occupation licence granted under this [ aw, o o3
mining right or exclusive prospecting licence granted under the

Act or of a certificate of vccupancy or licence  granted under the Minerzi €8
Act, and remove or extract  therefrom any stone, gravelelay, sand or o 5

$
e

similar  substance (not being a mineral withia the meaning assigned o .;-,x,?
term in the Minerals Act) that may be required for Fatiding or for e oo
af building materials. %
(2) A licence may be granted for such period and subject to such ¢ ndoiEg
as the Governor thinks fit or as may be prescribed. 3
(3) A licence shall not be transferable. i

i

(4) The Governor may cancel a licence il the licensee fails (0 comply =58

-

any of the conditions thereof. -

6. Except as otherwise prescribed or provided in the certificate
occopancy there shall in every certificate of occupancy under this La v @
Law by virtue of this Law covenants by the grantee— 4




+-subsequently exercised the rent fixed shall be payable

‘unless otherwise expressly provided ip

I B i

(i) that he will pay to the Chief ]
the Governor may appoint on the issue of the
occupancy rent at the rate of the rent
for the period from the comme
occupancy (o the 31st day of Decembe
will thereafter pay in advance without demand on the Ist d
January in each year to the Chief Lands
officer as the Governor may
certificate of occupancy, or if (he yearly rent be revised or a penal

rent be imposed in licu of the yearly rent, such re
as may for the tirae being be payable in respect of the grant.

(i) that he will pay all taxes, rates,charges,duties,assessment or
outgoings of whatever description as may be imposed, charged o
assessed upon the lands comprised in suck: certificate of
occupancy or the buildings thereon or upun the grantee.

(i) not to assign, sublet or otherwise part with the possession of the
land comprised in such certificate of occupancy or
without the previous consent re

vised or penal rent

any part thereaf,
nt fixed shall not exceed the reft
obtainable at the time of revision for similar lan

and amenities similarly situate:

Provided that if any reason the Governor considers it desirable to postpone
the revision of the ren( reserved under any certificate of occupancy, the
Governor may postpone such revision for

such time, irrespective of any
revision period, as he shall think fit; but. should the right to revise be

for the remainder of

ds of similar area

the current revision period.

" (b) In revising the rent no inprove
~shall be taken into account.

(2) The amount at which the re
to the grantee, who if he

ments made by the grantee on the land

nt is fixed by the Governor shall be notified
considers that the rent fixed is in excess of that
which can properly be demanded under the terms of subsection (1)(a) may

within one month of such notification appeal to the Governor of the
Governor in writing.

7. (1) Every covenant or condition whether expressed or implied in
certificate of occupancy under this I

-ands Officer or to such  officer as
certificate of
specified in the instrument
ncement of the certificate of
r next following, and that he
ay of
Officer or o such other
appoint the yearly rent specified in the

*

a Co:]cnants and
. el ie Bined: o, S conditions
Aw, which is binding on a grantee shall, Sinding i

" g b . . i ersans
el = ni-the mstrument, be binding on all 1c i
i persons claiming an infere

it 1 B g sertificate of the certilicate
BiSiest in the land the subject of the (.CFI{fEC'llL Lo O(c;“pauwl
occupancy and whose title is derived through or under the certificate of

occupancy.,
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Ovligation of © (2) Any minor who becomes a granide ander this Law shall be in
{ " position with regard to his I }‘)ahly and obiization under or in respe

¢ , certificate of cccupancy as il he were of full age.

s

Revidlons 8. (1) In every Ceitificate of occupancy under this Law there she!

rent, ~expressly expected, be reserved by virtue of this Law 1o the Gover
right to revise and fix the rent for such periods (huuumﬂu refesred !
. revision periods) as may be apcufu.d in the cerlificate of occupancy

1

e

——— -
D e =
——— e et

(2) As nearly as “conveniently nmy be to the commencemen!
revision period the Governor shall revise and fix the 'year'y |(‘|1l wh
_ be payable for such revision period, but so that the

: (3) If the Governor and the grantee are un: ble 1 pree as o the
paid the matter shal' be referred to an atbitrator L., ve agreed npo
Governor and the grantee or in the ibsence of such agreemes
} appointed by a judge of the High Court.
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(4) The decision of the arbitrator shall be final and il the rent fixe
arbitzator is not less than that demanded by the Governor the grant
pay the cost of the arhitration.

1
* r

?‘!:1 penal rent. © 9+ (1) When in any Certificate of (‘)u,umnc*y undu this Law the gramtss

]11 i 3 has covenanted (o L1wdup or et[u,l Impmvuncnls on the land grant=2 wul

g his ‘committed a breach'of such covenant the Governor may 'at the teme ,.i..-_ y
\3“: such breach or at any time.thereafter, and at the expirationiof cvers 7 1
:g’,;:é b+ thereafter so long as the breach be not remedied, fix a, penal rent whict

‘j:ii; g be payable for one year from the date it is fixed and shall be paif =

ﬁl .1 grantee in addition to and at the same time and manner as, the reni ress

! is pavable and shall be recoverable as rent. The llrs! peital rent
i!{ ; exceed the rent reserved in the instrument «lnd penal rents Hulmcqm' <

L6 sshall not exceed double the penal rent payable in respect of the pr _:-i::;“‘ -
B year. 2
Ji
:i‘ o, .. (2) Notice of such penal rent being i pn«,vd and the amount thero © 8
i H 3 S thc G e from which it is p,lyuhh_ shi 11l be bWLIl m wn}mb to the gran :

u ST ’ EEH] .
;{31‘? s el N(3) The fact that a penal fent has been m]po@cd shall not precluc + £
) Ao * Governor, in fiew of fixing a subsequent penal tent, from taking or -.m.; '

Q‘H' e " to be taken proceedings for the forfeiture of me Certificate of Occupanos ot R
£ g
i
3*”‘1 2
. :
- el B A SN - - =
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reason of the breach in relation to which the, penal rent has been imposed, .
provided that such proceedings shail not be taken cucing the period for ..,
which a penal rent has been paid.

’

Building on

10. In the absence of special provisions to the contrary in any centificate of ot
= 4 Sualc 1ar

Occupancy under this Law all buildings and improvements on State lands,
whether erected or made by the grantee or not, shall on the determination of
the Certificate of Occupancy, pass to State without payment of
compensation: ! \ vl

Provided, however,that, in the ‘absence of any special provision to the |
contrary in'the Certificate of Occupancy, when land is granted for a term not
exceeding thirty years the grantee shall'be at liberty within three months of
the termination (othenwise than by forfeiture) of such lease to remove any
buildings erccted by him on the land granted duting the cuireney of such
Certificate of Occupancy, unless the Governor shall elect to puichase such
buildings. In the event of the Governor and the grantee not agreeing as to the: i g

purchase price of such buildings, the same shail be deternnined by arbitiation. . | "
The grantee shall make good any damage done to the Lind by any such
removal. gt 11»\

LR RN
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11. No Cetificate of Occupuncy under this Law, wihich contains @ g o
covenant, express or implied. not to assign without the consent of: the Certilicate of
Occupancy by

Goverhor, and no Certificate of Occupancy under the Stite Lands Act or OrtlIEr of courl
ta e taad

under any Ordinance repealed by- the State LandsiAct, which containg a purchaser
covenant not to assign without the consent of the Governor, shall be sold by Afipraved
or under the order of i court in execution of a decree or othenwise however,

save to'a purchaser approved in wiiting by the Governor and'under terms, as -

to adequacy of price o1 otherwise,also so approved.

12. The rent reserved or payable under any lease granted under this Liaw or Rent.
urider any Law repealed by this Law shall be a debt to the State and shall be
paid at the office of the Chicf Lands Offices or at such other office as the
Governor may appoint. . di A % B

13. 1f any such rent as aforesaid shall at any time be unipaid for a space of Penajty when
. " 1y G L . A |
ninety days after the same became due, and a notice shall have been served
on the petson in default, there shall be payable by way of penalty a sum

rent in arrear,
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Chiefl Land
Officer ma
sue for rents
h arrear,

Chief Land
Glficor may
distrain for
rent due,

Forfeiture of
certificate of
occupancy.

-. ] ] | 1 ¢ -
equivalent to five per centum of the rent due. [f such'rent 2.-d penalty shall be
unpaid for a space exceeding one hundred and twenty days after’ the rent
became due, and a notice shall have been seived as aforesaid, there shall be

yavable by way of penalty a further sum cantvaler: i five per centum of the
pay y y orj ) !

- rent due.

14. The Chief Lands Officer or any person appointed by the Lands Otfices
on that behalf may, without prejudicd to the right of the State to recover rest
in arrear in any other way, sue for the same, together with the penalty (ifany}
which may be payable under the last preceding section, and such suit may be
instituted in the High Court or a magistrate's court.

{5, The Chict Lands Officer may, on behalf of the State, distrain for remt
due under any lease under this Law, or under any Law repealed by this 1=
and any authorise miay person to act for him in this behalf,

| i
i

16. (1) If the rent reserved or payable under a certificate of occnpancs
under thiz Law or under any Law repealed by this Law is in arrear, of if these
shall be any breach of the grantee's covenants or of the conditions of &=
Certificate of Occupancy whether expiess or implied, the Chief 1.2ncs
Officer may serve a notice upon the g..utee spemiyirg the rent in arre .o o

the covenant or concition of which a breach has been committed, and at =me =
time after one month from the service of the notice may commence ari #c.= iz

in the High Court or in a magistrate's court for the recovery of the prems==
and, on proof of the facts, the court shall, subject to relief on such terns =
miay appear just, declare the Certificate of Occupancy forfeited, and the Tl
Lands Officer may re-enter upon the premises.

(2) The Governor may cancel a Certificate of Occupancy granted 1
this Law in respect of any property, where the grantec—
() has failed to fulfil the purpose for which the said' Certifica:
Occupancy has been granted; b
(b) has in fact ceased to exist; or,
() has by operation of law become incompetent 1o fulfil the purpos
which the Certifizate of Occupancy has been granted.
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"17. No forfeiture shall operate to extingiish any debt to the State in
respect ol any rent or payment to e made by o gmntee under i Certificate of

Occupancy torteited.

18. The acceptance by or on behall of the State of any tent shall not be
held to operate as a waiver by the State of any torfeiture actuing by reason
of the bieach of any covenaat of condition, express or imphed. in any
Centificate of Oceupancy under this Law oi under any Law tepenled by this

Law.

RESERVATIONS

19. A conveyance or Certificate of Occupnney ua fop this Lo shadl n
anless othenwise expressiy provided therdin, confor any rig!
any .\.;"inl_[,li\'u.i.ﬂw ot stream,other than such wated as e o

domestic purposes upon the Lind sold or granted.

20. A conveyance ot Certificate ol Oceupaney under thies Lo sl pote 2708
] Y G

pnless otherwise expressly provided therein |, conter tiche L the
foreshore, ot 1o the banks of any s wable waterway.

21. (1) A connveyance oF certilicate of Occupancy under this Law shall

not confer aay right to any mincial as defined in the Minerals Acis or toany 5

mineral oil.

(2) There is hereby sesesved to the State the right o entor apon ans findd
sold of granted under this Jaw and

(1) to search for, mine and remove any mineral hs aforesaid o any o any
mineral oil; and

(h) except in the case of lands granted for building putposes only, to
remove any stone, gravel, soil or other substance required for the
construction or repair of any road, Government building or other
public work.

(3) The right reserved to the state under subsection (2) may be exercised
as to (a) by any person authorized by or under any Act relating to minerals
oF mineral oifs, or as to (b) by any person authoriized by the Governor.

Debt 1o State
not

extinguished
Ly loglenture,

Aceeptanee of
ronl aal 10
npct:\lc asa
waiver of
forleiture.

tlesersation of

ion of

e,

feoscrvation ol
I rals
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Resumpt.on
of lands {cr
roads,
waihways, ele.

RESUMPTION OF LAND IFOR PUBLIC PURPOSES

Al any bme enter upon
and resume any
etion (1.

27! Any person authorized by the Governor iy
any land sold or granted under this Law and may enter

portion of such fauds for any of the purposts mentioned in subse

paying compensation for the Jar o] faken.

(3) Whenever land which has been granted is resumed under this seetion
the grantee shall be entitled 10 proportionate reduciion in his rent.
any officets of the Govermment, their

(4) The Governot may authorize
d (o i by this seetion,

servants and ngents, o exercise the powers reserve

(5) Compensation payable under this section shal! not exceed, i the case
af buildings vy c1ops, the market vahlue
value of such land.

of such buildings or crops, and in the
case of land resumed the market

(6) The compensation Lo be awarded under this seetion shall, il pot agreed
or and the claimant, be determined by the High

ppon between the Gove
nsation is determined under the Public

Court in the like manner as compe
Lands Acquisition Law.

(7) Resumption of land under this scction may be effected before the

compensation (il any) is paid, either by
(a) set up poles on and casty cisctiic lines across
1 pipes o1 electric lines therein, without pay

actuid entty on-—
such tand; and

(b) lay sewers, dritiins, wile ing
compensation bt making good all damage done.

this 1aw exeeeds two
any portion of
tramways, canals, waler channels or
rtaking without paying
paid for buildings oc

23. (1) When any Jand sold or granted under

hundred acres the Governor may atany time enter and resunie

such fands for roads railways,
ations or any other public unde

trigonometrical st
land, but compensation shall be

compensation for the
crops destroyed or damaged:

an four per centunt of such
id there shall be paid to
y for the land taken in

Provided that in the event of a larger portion th
‘\nd being resumed for any such purpose as aforesa
the owner or grantee, as the case may he, compensatiol

excess of such portion.
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(2) When any land sold or granted undes this Law does not exceed two
hundred acres the Governors may at any time the land resumed or by service
of notice of resumption on the owner or grantee,

ROADS AND THOROUGHFARES

24. Ali public thoroughlares existing on iy Litd sobd o pranted pnder this l"“h‘,:."'f' ol
. [aw shall deemed to he and shali he yeserved amd shall temaa ree and thotoughfare.
anintertupted nnless the same b closed o altered by the s ot the
Governor or by other competent authoity.
SURVEYS AND BOUNDARY MAKRKS
25 No State land shall be sold or granted wndss s Liow asaiaf he s e bad o
4 y GVEeRLY

has been surveyed and demareated by a Governent or Noensed Saive, s i
and the plan thereof has been approved and signed by the Stirvev i i :
of Surveys, or by an Office of the Survey Departiment actng o s ol

26. The owner or grantee of any State land sold. or pranicd before or after orohasers,

. . . . 3 -t“‘
e commencement of this Law shall at all times maintain in repiir to e ot
e - . Uy & . g Inandary
satisfaction of the Chief Lands Officer or of such other affiect s thie marhs -
Governor may appoint in this behaft alf boundary macks placed vp erected 1o

denote the boundaries of the Lind, sold or granted.

.

! 27. (1) Every owner or aceupier of land abutling on State land shiall detine wners and
d‘lf and keep defined the boundary between the land owned o occupicd by him }ILI;.:{"I]::;{;:‘:;-!;:{
'l:{ and the adjoining State land to the satistaction of the Chiel Lands Otlicer, or }:1,’.13113;':;(:1,!':21 '
of such other officer s the Gavernor may appoint in this behalf, and defauly oundaies
of his so doing the Chiet Lands Officer or othel officer as aforésard may by

¥ pofice in writing require such owner ot occupier 10 define such boundary

i:¥‘~ such manner and within such time as may be specified in such notice.

(2) Any owier or oceupicy who shall fail to comply with such requisition
shall, on summary conviction, be liable to a fine of forty naira and in
additions shall be ordered by the court to pay the expenses (il any) curred
by the Government in defining the boundary which he fuas neglected 1o
define.
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Recovery of
State lands in
unlawful
occupation.

Opro
Cuourt.

Cvidence in
procecdings

Right of State
1o sue not
bar: ' hy
limtation.

Suit for rent
nol barred by
limitation.

Right of way
nol Lo be
presumed
against the

STa(c.

MISCELLANEOUS

28. When any person without right, title or licence or whose right, title or
licence has expired or been forfeited or cancelled ty in oo spation of State
land, the Attorney-General, or the Chief Lands Otficer, or some person
appointed by the Attorney-General, without s rejudice to the provision f
part 2 of this Lawy, nay enter a suil in the 1igh Court (0 16Cover POSSEssion
thereof.

29, 1f on the hearing of such suit the defendant dows not appear, OF appeats
but fails to establish an absolute right or title to the possession of the land.
the court shall order that the possession of the land sought to be recovered
shall e given by the defendant to the plaintiff, cither forthwith or on ot
before such day as the court shall think fit to- name, and shall issue sucl
process as may he necessary for carrying such order into effect.

30, In any action, suit o1 proceedings against any person for or inrespedt
of any alleged talwwful occupation, use of or trespass upon State Land, th
proof that the oce ipation o1 use in question was authorized, shall lie on the
Jefendant, and in every such action, suit or proceedings and in every ac'i
by or against the Government in which tith o jand €l te in issuce U
averment that any land is State land shall be sufficient without proof of suc?s
fact, unless the defendant prove the contrary.

31. No action o1 ather remedy by or on behall of the State for the reco
af the possession of State Jand shall be barred o¥ affected by any lae
limitation. ;

32. No Law of limitation shall bar or affect any action or temedy tor o=
recovery of any rent due under this Law, or under the State Lands Law
under any Ordinance repealed by the State Lands Law.

33. No right of way shall be presumed or allowed 1o be asserted o
established against the State, by reason only of user, whether Luch
commenced before or after the commencement of this Law.
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34. A notice served personally on the px.rson to be served, or left at or sent, Service of

by registered post to his last known address in Nigeria, or il his address js
not known, published in the Anambra State Cm/etlc slnl] be deemed to be

r00d service for the purposes of this Law.

' nolice,

’

35. A grantee of State land shall permit any land Officer or Governor Grantee to

Surveyor, or any Administrative Officer (o enter upon and mspect the same,

Penalty: a fine of one hundred naira.

sermit officer
o enter and

inspect 'Htalc. o

land.

‘36. Any persons who shall unlawfully occupy State land in any manner penalty for

unauthorised

whatsoever, shall without prejudice to the provisions of part 2 of this Law he oceupation o

liable to a fine of one hundred naira.

State land.

37. The Governor may make regulations for all or any of the purposes powerto make

following—

(a) classitying Certificate ol Occupancy according 1o the puipose 10

regulations.

which or the class of persons to whomt the same may be granted and

prescribing the form of any Certificate of Occupam y:

(b) prescribing the covenants or conditions which sh: il be implied in any

class of Certificate of Occupancy;

(¢) prescribing the term of years for which any class of Centificate of

Cccupancy may be granted;

(d) prescribing the praemia and, tents to be pd:d and providing for the

revision of rent;

(e) prescribing the manner in which application for Certificate of

Occupancy shall be made and the fees to be paid;

(f) providing for the survey and demarcation of State land to be sold of

granted, and the fees to be paid for such survey and demarcation;

(g) preseribing the fees to be paid for any instrument issued under this

Law;

(h) providing for and regulating the sale of land under Certificate of

Occupancy by auction;

(i) prescribing the period for which and the conditions under which

licences for the temporary occupition of State Jand may be issued;

(J) providing for the care, management and protection ol unoccupied

State land; and

-

SR -
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1
~ Powers of the
1, Commissio-
| ner.
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(k) g,v u,mlly for mrr) ing -ui and giving effect 1o the purposes of this Law.

N.B: 'l'hc provisions of Edicts Nos.22 of 1966, 4 of 1974 ate spent and so
are not reproduced in this Law.

PART 2.— EVICTION Ol SQUATTERS

. 38. This part comes into effect on the 3rd of March 1980,
Ii

39, In this Part—~

“authorized officer” includes the Chief Lands Oticer of the State and any

person authorized in writing by the € ommissioner or by the Committee
whether generally or ‘;I}Ltliltf\”y 1o carry out any functions under this

Lal.\‘b )

“Commissioner” means the Siate Commissioner nssi med 1esponsibility Tor
g I 3

Jand matters;
“Committee” means any person Ot body of persons, corpoiate o1
umnunpm e .1]3pmnlu! n\ the Governot for e 1|W1m\ out functions
relating to fand use and aHocation in the St ne;
“Government” means the Government of the oldl{
pubhc ofﬁcm means a pewson in the public a--rwu, nl Hu State;
“Structure 2" includes a house or other |ulum ' :
“Stats” means Anambra State of Nigeria;

“State land” has the meaning assigned to that cxpsf:xsmn i part 1 (section 2
and includes any land declared as “State land” by the (,ummlsmnm-r u:
‘ccordance with section 40(1) of this Law.

1{} (1) The Commissioner may, by nnluc puhimwd in the manner set oul
in subsection (2) declare any land acquired or used for public purpose 2§

State fand.

(2) A notice under this section may be published—
(: 1) in the State ()lhudl Gazetle;
(h) ina m,w‘;papt .5 cireul: iting in the place whuu 1he l.md IS qllmtc or

(¢) inany other mamier ¢ ¢ the Commissioner deems fit.

|

!,;!“ 3 o3

Lt
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Ll
(3) The Commissioner may himsell” exercise all the powers conferred by

section 42 of this Law, and may, at any time a¢ the oceasion requires, in
= s v

wiiting authionize ity person o exercive sucht powets,

41, Where any person—-

(1) is in possession or occupation of Stde Tuwd witi at g certidieate of
occupaney or other valid and existing qutlonty o hocioe of the
Government given under the hand of the © o

(1) is in possession or occupation oF State Lol by it tacotincate of
occupaney or other authority or leence which wos issucd o obtained
on the basis of o mistepresentilion op misstuwcsent of facts or

circumstances reliting to the land; or

(¢) derives any night o interest in State land £ cos i i1 aed 1
parvagraph () o1 (h) of this seetiong that pereon st b pase of
this Law be or he deemed o squatter.

42 (1) An authotized ofticer may at any time by fotae o e fonm
preseribed in the Schedule to this Law require any squosiicn to gt o vacate
any State land in his possession or occupation,

(2) An authorized officer may at any time alter the oy of any notice
given under subscetion(1) evict the squatter from the State b,

(3) The notice referied to in ~_1ufm-r|in-n' (1) shall be decmad to finve been
properly served on the squatter it it is
(a) served bn him personally; }
(b posted up conspicuously many place in the State land;
(¢) published in the State Official Gazettey o
¢ (d) published in a newspaper cireulitmng in the place where the and is

situnte.

(4) For the purpose of subsection (2) of this section, an author ized officer
may use or employ such force or means as is teasonably necessary or
suflicient to—

() remove a squatter from the State Tand; o |

(1) demolish or remove from the State’ land any structure erected or being
“used by or on behalf of a squatter. '

Squalicrs

P tionof
S uatters
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(5) Any expenses incurred in the removal or demolition ol @ny structure
pursuant to subsection (4) Jhall. on demand, be reimbuised or paid to
Government in full by the squatter or user of the structurc.

(6) Any person who-—

(a) obstiuct the commissioner, an authorized officer or any person
assisting cither of them in the due enforcement of any provision of this
Law;

. . - - . r . .

(b) resists his eviction or removal of a structure affected by this Law, from
any State land; or

(c) on demand, fails or refuses (o pay or reimbuise in full to Government
any expenses incutred pursuant 1o subscetion (4) of this section, shall.
on summary conviction, be liable, in, the case of a first offender, too a
fine of five hundred naita or imprisonment for six months; and for
subsequent olfence, to i fine of one thonsang prisa o imprisonment

for one yent.

(7) Any eviction under this <ection shall not be invalid by reason of the fact
that-—
(a) the notice mentioned subscction (1) was not given prior to the
eviction,

(b) the eviction wirs arried out prion 1o the expity of the notice; or

(¢) such notice wis not given in the prescribed form.

chfgumilyof 43 (1) No persen shall be liable under any action for anything done or
olhcers. . . . : sy - .
omitted to be done in the lawful exercise of his powers under 42 of this Law.

(2) A prrson assisling or otherwise canying out the lawful order of any
other petsen in the exercise of thal other person under section 42 of this
Law is entitled to the immunity conferred by subsection {1 of this section,
»fq!?ar::}m“}' of + 44 (1) With effect froini the date of coming inio foree of this part no action

relating to or affecting title, right or any inte:ist whate e ir any land in the
State shall lie or be instituted by a squatier against the State or 2 pubiic
officer in his official capacity, and where prior (o the coming into foree of
this part such action has been instituted and is pending in any court in the
State, the same shall abate, be discharged and made void without prejudice
to any order including an order (or
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(1) eviction or removal ot the squatter from the Tand, demolition or

removal of any stiuctire on the land, and

(1) demolition or remos. sl any strocture onthe Tind, and

(¢) payment OF costs Dy the souatter, awelircd the cort ray deemt it 1o

make iy the vircamstano es,

(2) Subsection (1

by virlue ol parngioy

certificate ol ocopua

obtained on the basis

cireumstance telatiny

45, (1) Where wm a
any land, an issue

Hnotapply in the case of o person docined i squattes
Ciby of Section 4 where such person asse s that his

o1 other authority or heenee was aot issued of
ol 0 I1!i.‘il'l.'|)1'L'HL‘I‘|I:lliUI1 or misstatement of facts of

e |i'|f].

v oaction relating to any right or interest of the Ste i g or siate
- to whether any piece, parcel or aren of Lind s fands

State land, a notice publeted in pursuance of section 40 of this Law, o

other statement in s ities wacter the hand ob the Commissioner confirming o1

!

cerifying, that the

coorareel or oarea of tand is State Lead, shall be

conclusive evidence of that st

(2) The notice or othur statement refered in subsection (1) may be
produced in Court by an cincer in the State Ministry responsible for Tand
matters authorized in that hohadt by the Commissioner.

(3) I at any stage ol the procecdings in any such action as is mentioned in
subsection (1) an issue is tased that a party in the jction i a squatter, that
issue shall be tried and determined by the Court betore any further

procecdings in the action may be contimued.

(1) Where upon the tinl and daermination of the issue retered to in
subscction (3), the Court holds that the party in the action is o syuatter, the
action shall abate and be discharged without prejudice to any order including

an order for—

(a) eviction or removal ol the party adjudged a squatter from the Tand; '

(1) demolition o1 temoval of any stuetare on the fand; and

(¢) payment of costs by the patty,

which the Court may deem fit to make in the circumstances.

ol i
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: 58 (b) “building certificate of accupancy” issued for the purpose of crectmg
1 t - J

/ ¥

= EE SCHEDULE
i .!
A # (Section 42 (1)
ad. O FICE OF T HE COMMISSION |
b : RIS O sosssonspmsnosses i
i
?l LANDS DIVISTON ENUG
| !
' Tao. e
:
'1 Sivg
i\ : o ey -
- l i NOTICE TO QUIT OR VACAT STATELAND
"‘II‘ 1 i
,.‘ k You are hereby tequived within. ... Adays from the date hereol, 10 vacale o oo 1
: { possession and/for occtpation of State Tand SHUALE Al e e 3
i } ! 7 VAR Local Governiment Asea being, Land in your possession or occupn > "
[ squaller. -
'i i : 3
{ DATED ati.e NG e iy O T e g i
;! Anthorizod T
' '
) t ; i
\ Regufagons STATE LANDS (CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY) z
- ' | 5 of 1918, b
; 9 of 1972, 0 S 5
i ! 20 k1057, REGULATIONS !
LA 81 of 1940, F
. | Ly oot made under section 37 |
2 _ Citation, . 1 hese |ugu|ittmtiﬁ may be cited as the State Cands (Certidie. i3
My 3 O upraney) Regulations. i
o ': Bif'ﬁ"'ﬁll 2 A Certificate of Oceupancy ol State fands shall ordinarily be ol ons of
R ! LIS € f ¥ . .
N 3 certificate of  the several descriptions fulfowing—
;' : accupancy. 3 i ] ol 0 . o
1 (1) “agricultural cettificate of occupancy issued for the purpose
k5 ! cultivation, planting and Farming
i

buildings for residential, business or any special purposc;






