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th 1o self and purchase forest produce:
preseribing the procedure for fixing and making known 1o
the public the fees to be paid on the application for and the
grant of any ficence 1o permit and the rovalues and fees i
be paid by the holders thereof:
preseribing the persons who may declare any specified kind
of 1rec 1o be a protected trec and any specified kind of
ninor forest produce io be protected minor forest produce
under this Law and the procedure thercfor:
providing for the collection. payment and disposal of fees.
rovaltics. tolls and cosis of survey and demarcation:
providing for the survey and demarcation of forest reserves
and forests:
regulating the marketing of umber and the manufacture.
ust and possession of marking instruments:
regulating the taking. collection and preparation of forest
produce:
praviding for the seizure. detention and disposal of timber
or forest produce taken. collected. prepared. sold. pur-
chascd. possessed or not marked. in contravention of this
Law or i respect of which anv offence against this Law has
been comnyitied:
requiring the holders of licences and permits to render
returns and accounts and 1o submit their books for
inspection:
providing for the termination. revocation and forfeiture of
ficences and permits:
regulating the transit of forest produce by land and water
and by different means and classes of transport:
reculating the salving and disposal of drift timber:
prohibiting anv act which might cause the obsiruction of
any waterway or cause dunger to navigation:
providinﬁ for the establishment and maintenance of nur-
series and for the afforestation of lands. ihe preservation
and producton of forest produce and the introduction of
new spectes of trees or other rorest produce:
providing
of forest -

v the management. uiilization and protestion
orves:

{20y proscribing the powers ang duties of forestry officers:
(21) authorizing the pavmeni of grants und bonuses out of
public revenue ror the encouragement of jorestry:

{22) 1he protediion of {orest procuse in 1orest reserved by

() prescribing the tnie at which and the manner
which the rights reserved or recognized by ©
reserve settlement officer may be exercised:

(6 prohibiting the taking or destruction of any specifn
Lind of timber or minor forest produce In 1
eacreise of such rights es aforesaid: wnd

t¢) prohibiting the exercise of ali or any of such rights
aforesaid in any specified part of a forest reserve:

(230 the contrnl of protected joreste end the proiection of for
produce in a protecied foresi nuaris muiidis as it su
protecied foresi were a Jorest reserve:

(247 regulating the kindling of fires for eny purpose within
protecied forest or a forest rescrve and preseribing t
persons who may allocale the period during which fire m

r may not be allowed for anv purposc:

(23} providing for the remission or reduction of any rovahiv. |
or toll Char"cd or pavabic under the provisions of this La

{261 generally for eiving effect to the objects and purposcs
this Law.

47. The Governor may make regulations for imposing tolls
forest produce or any kind of forest produce canveyved on a
inland waterwavs opened or improved by the Government,

48, The Governor may by notice in the State Gazette exclu
from the operation ot anv regulaitons made under sction 40 or
any area prescribed in such notice.

19— 1y A local povernment. with the approval of the Gov
nor. may nmkn vules for any of the purposes p escribed mnosectt
46 for the general proteciion and management of foresis and for
produce. exclusive of Government forest reserves. in the a
within its jurisdicuon.

(2) Subject 10 any vxeeptlion specitied in such ruies.
made under this section shali apply o all persons who are subj
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to the jurisdiction of the local governmenti and mav be made 10
apply in whole or in part to such other persons as may be specified
in the said rules,

Offences and Legal Procedure

50. Whoever in any forest reserve, except with the authority in

writing of the prescribed officer:—

(@) takes any forest produce;

{b) uproots, burns. sirips off the bark or leaves from, or
otherwise damages any tree;

(¢) sets fire 10 any grass or herbage, or kindles a fire without
taking due precaution to prevent iis spreading:

(d) smokes or lights a firc in any pan of a forest reserve within
which, or at a time when. smoking or the lighting of fires is
prohibited by an order of the Commissioner or a local
government,

(¢) pastures cattle or permits cattle 1o {respass;

(/) digs. cuts, turns or cultivates the soil or makes a farm or
plantation;

{g) trespasses in any part of a forest reserve in which trespass
shall be prohibited by an order of the Commissioner or a
local government or during any period specified in an order
of the Commissioner or a local govemment;

45"’ (h) constructs any dam or weir across any river or siream or
otherwise obstructs the channel of any river or stream;

(i} resides or erects any building;

(7 hunts or fishes;

{k} damages in any way or destroys any forestry property,
shail be liable on summarv conviction, to a fine of two

hundred naira or 10 imprisonment of twelve months or to
both.

51. Nothing in section 50 shall prohibii the exercise by any
person or community of any right in a forest reserve constituted
under this Law if such right has been recognized in the order
constituting such forest reserve.

51. Whoever within a protected forest. except with the author

ity in writing of the prescribed officer:—

{@) uproots, fells or otherwise damages any protected tree o
over two feet in girth:

(b} otherwise than during the period of vear allowed for thi
purpose, either sets fire to or aliows fire to spread 10 an;
forest growih untess such forest growth is being or has beer
felled for farming purposes;

(c) contravenes any of the provisions of paragraph (b} of section
19,

shall be liable on summary cenviction to a fine of one hundre:
naira or to imprisonment for six months and in addition theret
may be required by the courl 10 pay a sum equivalent to the fes
and royalties payable on any forest produce removed or damage:
and also such amount, if any, as the court may consider just a
compensation for any damage done.

53.—(1) Any forestry officer or police officer not below the ran
of assistant superintendent of police may himself or by an
Government employee acting under his directions, seize any fores
produce reasonably suspected of having been unlawfully obtaine.
or being unlawfully removed.

(2) Where the person suspected of having committed the o
fence in respect of which the forest produce has been seized ha
not been charged and the offence has not been compounded 2
hereinafter provided, such officer, after obtaining the order of
magistrate, may:.—

{a) sell such forest produce and pay the proceeds thereof afte
deducting the expenses of the sale either 10 the Treasury ¢
the State or to the local government treasury, as the cas
may be; or

(b} destray, or allocate such forest produce either to the use ¢
Government or the local government, as the case may be.

54. Anvy person who:—

(a) forges or fraudulenily uses, or aids or abets any person 1
forge or fraudulently use, any registered hammer orlhammt
mark or any mark used for denoting the ownership of ap
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forest produce, or any other mark used by the Forestry
Division of the Ministry of Animal and Forest Resources in
connection with the adminisiration of the provisions of this
Law, or any mark similarly used by a local govermment: or

(b} aliers. removes, desiroys or defaces any such mark placed on
forest produce or any boundary mark of a fores: or of any
land proposed 1o be included in a forest.

shall be liable to a fine of two hundred naira or imprisonment for
two vears or {o both.

55.—(1) It shall be lawful for any foresiry officer to arrest
without a warrant any person who may be reasonably suspected of
having committed any offence under this Law, if such person
refuses 1o give his name and address or gives a name and address
which is believed to be false, or if there is reason 10 believe that he
will abscond:

Provided that any person so arrested shall be taken before a
magistrate or 10 the nearest police station without unnecessary
delay.

(2} A local government forest guard shall, in respect of persons
subject to the jurisidiction of a local government, have similar
powers 10 those given to a foresiry officer by this section:

Provided that the person arrested shall be taken before an area
courl without unnecessary delay.

56. When anv person is charged with the breach of any
regulation prohibiting the sale, purchase or possession of any
forest produce iaken, collected or prepared in contravention of
this Law, such person shall be liable to be convicted of such breach
unless he shows to the satisfaction of the court that he was unaware
that such forest produce was taken, collected or prepared in
contravention of this Law,

57. The onus of proof that any forest produce has not been
taken in contravention of this Law shall lie upon the person in
whose possession the forest produce is found.

§8,—(1} Where a person is reasonabiy suspected of havin
commitied an offence against this Law, other than an offenc
under section 54, any forestnv officer not below the rank o
assistant conservator of forests mav. instead of taking proceeding
against such person in court, receive from such person a sum o
money by way of compensation for the offence that he is suspecie
of having committed together with the value of the forest produc.
or forestry property in respect of which he was suspected of havin;
committed an offence:

Provided that the money received by way of compensation shal
not amouni 10 more than twice the fees and royalties, if any
estimated to have been lost on the forest produce in question, o
twice the value of the forestry propertyv in question, as the cass
may be.

(2) On such payment being made the suspected person, if it
custody, shall be released and no further proceedings shall be taker
against such person in respect of such offence, any property seizec
as being liable 10 forfeiture shall be restored and any proceeding
pending in courn in respect of the same person on the same fact:
shall be withdrawn.

(3) Any sums received under the provisions of subsection {1
shall, if the forest reserve or the protected forest in respect o
which the offence was suspecied of having been committed was
local government forest reserve or local government protectec
forest, be paid to the local government concerned and if not the
sums shall be paid into the Treasury of the State,

59. Any person who contravenes any regufation made undei
this Law or the conditions of any licence or permit issued undes
this Law for which no penalty is expressly prescribed shall be lablt
to a fine of one hundred natra or to imprisonment for six month:
or 1o both.

60. In addition to anyv penalty imposed for an offence agains
the provisions of this Law or any regulations made hereunder the
court may order.—

{a) any forest produce in respect of which the offence wa:
commitied or any instrument or thing with which the
offence was commitied to be forfeited and disposed of as the
court may direct;



