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EKITI WATER RESOURCES, SANITATION AND HYGIENE SECTOR LAW, 2025.

NO. 5 OF 2025

A LAWTO REPEAL THE EKITI STATE WATER SUPPLY, SANITATION AND

HYGIENE (WASH) SECTOR LAW NO. 2 OF 2021 AND TO RE-ENACT THE

EKITI STATE WATER RESOURCES, SANITATIONAND HYGIENE SECTOR

LAW, 2024 AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS.

Commencement

EKITI STATE OF NIGERIА.

1

ENACTED BY THE HOUSE OFASSEMBLY OF EKITI STATE AS FOLLOWS:

PART I

PRELIMINARY.

Ekiti State Water Sector Institutions.

1. This Law shall apply to Ekiti State Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

Sector; and the following entities, Agencies, Associations, Committees, and persons
that govern, regulate, provide, and access WASH services:

(1) Ekiti State Government;

(2) Ministry of Infrastructure and Public Utilities;

(3) Ekiti State Water and Sewerage Company Limited (EKWSC);
(4) Ekiti State Small Towns, Rural Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Agency

(EKST-RUWASHA);

Ekiti State Water, and Sanitation Regulatory Agency (EK-WASRA);(5)

(6) Ekiti State Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Steering Committee;
(7) Ekiti State Integrated Water Resources Management Committee;
(8) Ekiti State Task Group on Sanitation and Hygiene;
(9) Local Government Authorities;
(10) Local Government Task Group on Sanitation and Hygiene;
(11) Ekiti State WASH Fund (EKWF);
(12) Water Consumer Associations (WCAs);
(13) Water users' Association;
(14) Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Committees (WASHCOMs);
(15) WASH Service Providers (WSPs); and
(16) Water Well Drillers.
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2.

3.

PART II

SUPERVISING MINISTRY.

Supervisory Role of the Ministry.

The Ministry shall coordinate the activities of state-level WASH Agencies and

Departments including but not limited to the following-

(a) Ekiti Water and Sewerage Company Limited (EKWSC);

(b) Ekiti State Agency for Small Towns, Rural Water Supply, Sanitation
and Hygiene Agency (EKST-RUWASHA);

(c) Ekiti State Water and Sanitation Regulatory Agency (EK-WASRA).

The Ministry shall-

Powers of the Ministry.

(a) create a Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Department;

(b) be responsible for the initiation, formulation, and implementation of policies

and coordination of WASH programmes in the State;

(c) mobilize funds to finance capital projects such as rehabilitation and upgrading

of existing water supply schemes, and construction of new systems;

(d) receive quarterly reports from the agencies stated in Section 2;

(e) maintain WASH information data station, planning, and development, policies,

and programmes formulation for the State;

(d) develop state-wide technical standards for the industry in conjunction with the

Ekiti Water and Sewerage Company Limited (EKWSC), Ekiti State Agency for

Small Towns, Rural Water Supply, Sanitation, and Hygiene Agency (EKST-
RUWASHA), and Ekiti State Water and Sanitation Regulatory Agency

(WASRA);

(f) serve as a link between the State and the Federal Government, external support

agencies, and persons involved in the WASH sector.

Functions of the Ministry

4. (1) The Ministry shall exercise its statutory WASH duties through its WASH

department.

(2) The WASH department shall comprise of relevant sector with multi-

disciplinary staff, including Engineers, Environmental Health Officers,
Natural and Social Scientists, Community Mobilization and Hygiene
specialists, Biochemists, and Policy analysts.

(3) The Ministry's WASH Department shall not be involved in WASH service
provision.

(4) The Ministry's WASH Department shall interface with sector bodies such as
Ekiti State Water and Sewerage Company Limited, Ekiti State Small Towns,
Rural Water, Sanitation and HygieneAgency (EKST-RUWASHA), Ekiti State
Water and Sanitation Regulatory Agency (EK-WASRA), Ekiti State Water,
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Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Steering Committee, Ekiti State Integrated
Water Resources Management Committee, Ekiti State Task Group on

Sanitation, and Hygiene, and LGA's WASH department for the purposes of

sector coordination.

(5) The WASH Department shall host the secretariat of the Ekiti State Water,

Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Steering Committee, Ekiti State Integrated

Water Resources Management Committee, and Inter-Agency working group
on Monitoring and Evaluation.

(6)

5.

The Ministry shall ensure all projects and activities implemented by the

agencies under her supervision comply with environmental and social guide,
climate change principles, and gender inclusiveness.

PART III

EKITI WATER AND SEWERAGE COMPANY LIMITED.

Incorporation of Ekiti Water and Sewerage Company Limited.

(1) The State Government shall take all necessary steps to incorporate the Ekiti

Water and Sewerage Company Limited (referred to in the Law as "Company")

under the Companies and Allied Matters Act, provided that the majority shares

shall be held by the State.

(2) The Company shall retain ownership, management, and maintenance of both

surface water and underground water supply schemes, (including all its assets
and liabilities), in urban areas of the State; and public sewers, sewerage, and
disposal work in urban areas of the State.

(3) The company shall also ensure sanitation (sewer and non-sewer) in urban

areas following City-wide Inclusive Sanitation (CWIS) approach

Objectives of the Company.
6. The articles of the Company so incorporated in accordance with Section 5 shall state

that the Company's primary objective is to provide efficient, effective, and sustainable
water system development and delivery as well as urban public sewerage management
in the State.

7.

Use and non-payment of water by Fire Service.
(1) A charge shall be prescribed by the Company for water abstracted by any Fire

Service in Ekiti State.

(2) The Fire Service shall not be prevented from abstracting water from any
public fountain, service, or waterworks of the Company to prevent or control
fire.

(3) The main pipe, valve, hydrant, service or other waterworks supplied by any
Fire Service to prevent or control fire shall be provided by the Company.
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8.

9.

(4)

(5)

Any main, pipe, valve, hydrant, service, or other waterworks supplied by the

Company to any Fire Service on request shall vest in the Company perpetuity

and shall be maintained and renewed by the Company at the expense of such

Fire Service.

The Company shall ensure that any main, pipe, valve, hydrant, service, or

other waterworks supplying water for firefighting shall be fitted with meters.
(6) Water abstracted for firefighting shall be charged appropriately by the

Company.

Waterworks and property of the Company not to be rated.
Any waterworks vested in or the property of the Company shall not be valued for
rating purposes under any existing enactment.

Waterworks not to be constructed without permission.

(1) No surface water waterworks shall be constructed by any person without the
approval of the Company.

(2) This Section shall not apply to the construction of a well having a diameter
not exceeding 0.50 meters and depth not exceeding 100 meters.

(3)

(4)

Notwithstanding subsection (2) above, no person shall pump water or permit
artesian water to flow from:-

(a) A well having a diameter not exceeding 0.50 meters and depth not
exceeding 100 meters or

(b) A borehole within 1 kilometer of waterworks, without the permission of
the Company.

The Company may by notice published in the State Gazette specify any area
being further than /2 kilometres from any waterworks where water shall not
be pumped or artesian water permitted to flow from any well or borehole
without the permission in writing of the Company.

(5) Any person who contravenes any ofthe provisions of this Section commits an
offence under this Law and is liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding two hundred thousand naira (200,000) or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 12 months.

10. (1)

Damage to Pipeline, Waterworks, and Company Assets.
No person shall:
(a) willfully or negligently damage a waterworks, public fountain, pipelineservice or meter, or

(b) unlawfully draw off, or divert water from any waterworks, public
fountain, stream, meter, or water by which any waterworks are supplied,
or
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(c) pollute water in any waterworks, public fountain, stream, well, borehole

or allow any foul liquid, gas, or other noxious or injurious matter to enter

any such water or service-connected therewith; or

(d) connect or cause to be connected any water pipe to the water pipe already

laid by the Company without the approval and supervision of the

Company.

(2) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this Section commits an

offence under this Law and is, liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding

N500,000.00 or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one year; and in the

case of a continuing offence after a notice in writing to the person requiring

him/her to stop committing the offence, to an additional fine not exceeding
№50,000 in respect of each day on which the offence continues and to a term of

imprisonment not exceeding one month in addition to that already prescribed
herein.

(3) Any Staff of the Company who connives, aids or abates the commission of the

offence mentioned in this Section or any other Section of this Law shall be liable

to summary dismissal in addition to any other punishment prescribed for the
offender.

(4) If damage or relocation of the water pipeline is in the public interest the cost of

repairing the damage or relocation shall be done by the contractor or the person

undertaking the assignment.

11. No person shall -

Misuse of Water.

(a) willfully or negligently misuse or cause or permit to be misused or wasted any

water passing into, though, upon or near any tenement; or

(b) alter or cause or permit to alter any service without the written permission of

the Company.

(c) any person who contravenes subsection (1) of this Section commits an offence

under this Law and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding N50,000.00

on to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one year.

Alteration or damage to service meter.

12. (1) No person shall -

(a) alter or cause, or permit to be altered any service meter with intent to:

(i) avoid the accounting measurement or register of water; or

(ii) obtain a greater supply of water than he/she is entitled to; or

(iii) avoid payment of water supplied to him/her; or

(b) willfully or negligently alter or damage or cause or permit to be altered or

damaged any service meter.
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13.

(2) Any person contravenes subsection (1) ofthis Section commits an offence

under this Law and is liable on summary conviction to a term of

imprisonment not exceeding four months without the option of fine.

(3) Any service meter so altered or damaged shall be replaced or repaired by

the Company at the expense of the person convicted, and the cost of
replacement or repair of such service meter may be recovered upon the

order of a court in the same manner as any penalty may be recovered

upon conviction.

Unlawful accumulation of polluting earth and excavated materials.

(1) Any person who puts, or permits to be put or to remain, or to accumulate on

any tenement owned or occupied by him/her or his/her servant, or who falls

to remove or to cause to be removed; or to take such steps as may be necessary,

to prevent, upon notice in writing from the Company, any foul nuisance or
injurious matters, or any earth, deposit or excavated materials in such manner

or place that may be washed, fall or be carried into any waterworks or the

gathering ground thereof commits an offence under this Law.

(2)

14. (1)

15.

Any person who commits an offence under subsection (1) above is liable on

summary conviction to a fine not exceeding N100,000.00 or to a term of

imprisonment not exceeding one year, and in the case of a continuing offence

to an additional fine not exceeding N40,000.00 in respect of each day on
which the offence continues.

Bathing, Washing, or Serving Animals in Waterworks.

Any person who:

(a) bathes or washes in any part of waterworks; or

(b) throws or causes to enter any waterworks, any dog, horse, goat, pig or

any other animal, or any bird or any cloth, material or things, or

(c) wrongfully opens or closes any lock, valve, sluice, or maintenance hole

belonging to any waterworks, commits an offence under this Law.

(2) Any person who commits an offence under subsection (1) of this Section is liable

on conviction to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or to a term of imprisonment

not exceeding four months, and in the case of a continuing offence to an
additional fine not exceeding №50,000.00 in respect of each day on which the
offence continues.

Power to Disconnect or Refuse Service.

(1) Any person or body who refuses and neglects to pay his/her water rate shall
have his/her premises disconnected.

(2) Where such refusal and or neglect occurs for a continuous period oftwo weeks
immediately preceding the month such person or body was disconnected, the
Company shall immediately commence prosecution ofsuch person or body in
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16.

a Court and on conviction liable to a fine not below 25% of the amount owed

in addition to payment ofthe bill and or term of imprisonment not exceeding
six months.

Offence by a Body of Persons.

(1) Where an offence is committed under this Law or regulations made there-

under by a body of persons;

(2)

(a) in the case of a body corporate, other than a partnership, every Director,
Secretary, or similar officer of the body shall be held liable for such an

offence; and

(b) in the case of a partnership, every partner shall be held liable for such an

offence.

No person shall be convicted for an offence under subsection (1) if he proves
to the satisfaction of the Court -

(a) that he did not consent to or connive at the commission ofthe offence; and

(b) that he did all in his/her power to prevent the commission of the offence

when considering all the circumstances.

Revenue Court.

17. The Governor may constitute a Revenue Court to ensure speedy enforcement of
provisions of this Law.

Bye-Laws and Administrative Instructions.

18. The Company may from time-to-time issue bye-laws or administrative instruments
in writing for regulating the internal operation ofthe Company including but without

prejudice to the general effect of the provisions of this Law, the regulation of the
conditions of service of employees of the Company and the operation of the Pension
scheme.

Service of Notice.

19. Service upon the Company of any notice, Court processes, or other documents may
be effected by delivering such notice, order, or other documents to the Managing
Director of the Company.

Restriction of Execution against the Company.
20. No execution or attachment or process in nature thereof shall be issued against anywaterworks vested in or the property of the Company, until the expiration of threemonths from the date of the judgment ofthe Court.
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Restriction on Suits against the Company.

21. (1) No suit shall be commenced against the Company until one month has lapsed

since a written notice to commence the suit shall have been served on the

Company by the Complainant or his/her agent.

(2) A notice under subsection (1) shall state:

22. (1)

(a) The cause of action;

(b) The relief sought, and

(c) The name and place of abode of the intending plaintiff.

Water Supply, Distribution, and Consumption.

The Company shall ensure efficient, affordable, economical and Sustainable

access to water supply services by all consumers in the urban areas, subject to

the -

(a) availability of resources.

(b) need for the equitable allocation of resources to all consumers within the

Company's area of jurisdiction
(c) need to monitor and ensure access to water services in an equitable way.

(d) duty of consumers to pay reasonable charges, which must be following

the prescribed norms and standards for tariffs for water services issued

by WASRA.

(e) duty to conserve water resources.

(f) nature, topography, zoning, and situation of the area in question.

(g) right of the Company to limit or discontinue the provision of water

services if there is a failure to comply with reasonable conditions set for

the provision of such services.

(h) need to carry out inspections, tests, or repairs and for the making ofnew

connections; and

(i) need to effect alterations and modifications to its pipelines and other
facilities or general maintenance of the waterworks subject to Notice as

maybe determined by Regulations of the Agency.

(2) The Company shall not be under any obligation to pay damages or compensation

for loss, damages, or inconveniences caused to any consumer through any

suspension, failure, discontinuance, or a total or partial interruption of the supply

of water howsoever caused in furtherance to subsection (1) of this Section except

in the case of negligence on the part of any employee or agent of the Company.

(3) Except where impracticable, the Board shall take reasonable steps to notify the
public ahead of time of any interruption in the provision of water services.

Rates and scales of charges.

23. (1) The Company shall from time-to-time fix rates and scales of charges payable

for water supply and other services within the designated urban areas

following a methodology for tariff setting approved by the Agency.
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24.

25.

(2) The water rates and charges may be fixed at different rates for different locations

and different users as may be approved by the Agency.

Application for water supply.

(1) The Company may supply water to a tenement upon application of the owner

or occupier according to any Rules and Regulations issued by the Agency.

(2) The Company may refuse to supply water to any particular premises except

by a meter installed and maintained by the Company; provided that the

Company shall not disconnect any user or fail to connect a potential consumer

for the failure of the Company to provide such meter.

Purchase, resale and distribution of water by the Company.

Subject to the provisions of this Law, the Company may purchase water in bulk and

may resell such water either in bulk or by distribution to individual consumers,

corporate bodies, commercial ventures, or other Private water supply operators.

Prohibition of sale of water supplied by the Company.

26. As from the commencement ofthis law, no person shall resell water supplied by the

Company except according to a License or Permit issued by the Ekiti State Water and

Sanitation Regulatory Agency (EK-WASRA).

27.

Payment for water rates and charges.
(1) The owner or occupier of any tenement to which water is supplied by the

Company shall pay to the Company such rates and charges for water supply

or other services as may from time to time be determined by the Company and

approved by the WASRA.

(2) Where any person fails to pay water rates or charges within one month or any

other period after service of a notice of default, the Company may recover

such rates or charges following regulations issued by the WASRA for that

purpose or by an action brought before a court of competent jurisdiction.

Company not responsible for installation works or damage.
28. The Company shall not be liable for the malfunctioning or safety of any installation

or apparatus connecting water supply to acustomer's premises unless such damage
is due to the negligence ofthe agent, servant, or employee of the Company.

Maps of Waterworks.

29. (1) The Company shall keep, modify, and update annually printed and electronic
records of the location of:

(a) all resource mains, water mains or discharge pipes vested in the
Company; and
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(b) any other underground pipes, other than a service pipe, which is vested

in the Company.

(2) Any modification of the records by the Company according to subsection (1)

of this Section, shall be made as soon as practicable and the date of such

modification and completion of the work resulting in the modification shall

be incorporated into the records.

(3) The Company shall ensure that the contents of any records kept by it under

this Section are available, at all reasonable times, for inspection by the public

free of charge at any of its offices upon application in writing to the Company

(a) Provided that where copies of such information are required, the

Company may charge a reasonable fee for the provision of such copies

thereof.

(b) Except where the request for copies is made by any Government

Agency or the WASRA.

(4) Any information which is required under this Section for inspection by the

public shall be made available in form of a map.

Establishment of the Customer Care Centre.

30. There is hereby established for the Company, a Customer Care Centre (referred to in

this Law as "the Centre") which shall be within the Company's Headquarters and its

area offices.

Functions of the Centre.

31. The functions of the Centre shall be to -

(1) receive and resolve complaints from customers and the general public regarding:
(a) Quality of water;

(b) Water leakages;

(c) damage to properties of the Water Company

(d) Water connection charge

(e) Standards of service; and

(f) other related matters

(2) refer disputes for settlement to the Ekiti State Water and Sanitation Regulatory
Agency (EK-WASRA);

(3) protect the interests of all customers and the public;
(4) monitorall matters appearing to the Centre to affect the interests of customers

or the public;

(5) consult with operators on customer/operator relationships;
(6) make representations in appropriate cases on behalf of a customer or

complainant to any Private Sector Operator;
(7) receive and forward complaints from Environmental Agencies and

Government bodies on water pollution matters to the relevant authorities
where applicable.
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Vesting of Sewer Disposal Works.

32. From the Commencement ofthis Law, all public sewers,sewerage, and disposal work

in the State are vested in the Company.

33.

34.

PART IV

EKITI STATE SMALL TOWNS, RURAL WATER, SANITATION AND

HYGIENE AGENCY (EKST-RUWASHA).

Establishment of Ekiti State Small Towns, Rural Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

Agency (EKST-RUWASHA).

(1) There is established the Ekiti State Small Towns, Rural Water Supply and

Sanitation Agency (EKST-RUWASHА).
(2) The Agency shall -

(a) be a body corporate.

(b) have an official seal.

(c) acquire, hold and dispose of property; and
(d) sue and be sued in its corporate name.

Functions of EKST-RUWASHA.

The functions of the Agency shall include:

(a) developing a sustainable service delivery mechanism for the provision of

potable water supply in Small Towns through under groundwater schemes and

springs development.

(b) developing a sustainable service delivery mechanism for the provision of safe
sanitation services in Small Towns.

(c) accelerating coverage of state water supply and sanitation in Small Towns.

(d) improving public health by building and promotion of Sanitation
demonstration Units and Sanitation Centers in each town to inculcate best

practices.
(e) training builders on the construction of sanitation facilities for further

promotion in the towns.

(f) involving the beneficiary communities in a cost-sharing arrangement towards

capital investment for construction of water supply and sanitation facilities
based on their willingness and ability to sponsor.

(g) assisting Local Governments to take inventory of existing Rural Water,
Sanitation, and Hygiene facilities and the rehabilitation and improvement of
existing sources.

(h) supporting the Local Governments to take inventory of existing Rural Water
Supply and Sanitation coverage, use, and maintenance status.

(i) the establishment of an award scheme to recognize Local Government
achievement in hygiene education, water, and sanitation coverage.
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(j) setting up the maintenance of minimum standards for all Rural Water Supply

and Sanitation works in the State.

(k) establishment and maintenance of a core capacity for drilling work in all local

government areas; and the provision of a benchmark cost and minimum

quality standard for private contractors working on boreholes and hand pumps.

(1) collaborating with other agencies to facilitate the activities of the

environmental sanitation in the areas of safe water, sanitation, hygiene

education, and community mobilization.

(m) monitoring the state of repairs of all rural supply and school/community-based

sanitation facilities and the report of local government performance to the
State Government.

(n) organizing training for hand pump maintenance within the State and

recommending to local governments the expert contractors to be used for such

works.

(o) collaborating with other agencies in ensuring that guinea worm and other

water, sanitation, hygiene-related diseases are eradicated/ controlled through

hygiene education and campaigns.
(p) ensuring greater participation of women in the Agency's projects.

(q) liaising with the Federal Ministry of Water Resources for national guidelines

and reporting up-to-date data on Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene

coverage to the Ministry's monitoring units through the State's parent

Ministry, at quarterly intervals.

(r) compiling and maintaining a state-wide inventory of rural water supply and

sanitation sources, including condition, type of pumps, and land source.

(s) continuous training of local government artisans on hand-dug well and Manual

Rig teams, sanitation artisans/promoters; Community-based Hygiene

Education Facilitators and Village Level Operation and Maintenance (VLOМ)

artisans.

(t) supporting the local governments that wish to have their wells and manual rig

terms to procure and maintain equipment.

(u) assisting local governments to plan and implement their Rural Water Supply

Sanitation and Hygiene Education programmes, by devising schemes which

will allow community participation in terms of capacity building and
maintenance.

(v) assisting local governments with diagnostic surveys to establish local

conditions and attitudes related to water use, Sanitation, and Hygiene
practices.

(w) construction of low-cost technology latrines, such as the Sanitation Platform

(SANPLAT), ventilated improved pit latrine (VIP) latrines, and demonstration

toilet units in strategic places in the Local Government Areas in collaboration
with the LGA WASH Unit
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(x) developing of alternative Rural Water Supply sources and improvement on the

existing native water supply sources for communities, e.g., rainwater

harvesting, spring development, slow sand filtration galleries, etc. in

collaboration with the LGA WASH Unit

(y) coordination of activities of all rural water supply, sanitation, and hygiene

departments in the State, including collaboration with non-governmental and

civil society organizations.

(z) providing enabling environment for the implementation of Sanitation and

Hygiene activities in the State, as part of the scaling-up of Sanitation in

Nigeria.

(aa) working closely with the State Task Group on Sanitation, and Hygiene and all

stakeholders to implement sanitation and hygiene activities in the State

(bb)embracing and actively participating/facilitating the conduct of any emerging

WASH-related issue(s) in current trends, for example, marking off the IYS,

Global Hand washing campaigns, and others.

Directions from Governor and Ministry.

35. The Agency may -

(a) receive from the Governor directions of a general or specific nature in the

exercise of its functions and the Agency shall comply accordingly.
(b) without prejudice to subsection (a) of this Section, be amenable to the

coordination of its activities by the Ministry, who shall act on behalf of the State

Government.

Powers of EKST-RUWASHA.

36. In the exercise of its function, the Agency shall have the power to-

(a) conduct pieces of training in the operation and maintenance of water facilities,

health and hygiene education, water supply and sanitation facility installation,

project monitoring, and evaluation.

(b) send suitable persons within its staff, for training in water supply and sanitation
control systems.

(c) construct groundwater schemes to provide water supply in any Small-Town and
Rural Communities in the State; and

(d) do anything that may lawfully be done to enhance its efficiency in the exercise
of its functions.

(e) appoint such other staff for the conduct of its day-to-day business, as it may
determine.

(f) pay its staff such remuneration and allowance as it may deem appropriate with
the approval of the Commissioner in charge of the Ministry of Infrastructure and
Public Utilities, subject to Government regulations.

(g) pay in respect of any staff, such as pensions and gratuities, as are payable to
persons of equivalent grade in the Ekiti State Civil Service.
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Appointment of General Manager for EKST-RUWASHA.

37. (1) There shall be a General Manager for the Agency who shall be appointed by
Governor.

(2)
(3)

The General Manager shall be the Chief Executive of the Agencу.

The General Manager shall-

(a) be a qualified and registered Engineering, Management, Science or
Social Science professional with a minimum of first degree and on at

least GL 16 salary scale.

(b) have a cognate/related experience in rural water supply, sanitation and

hygiene implementation.
(4) The terms and conditions of service of the General Manager shall be as may

be detailed in the instrument of appointment.

(5) The General Manager shall, subject to the general control of the Board on

policy matters, and subject in particular to such regulations as the Board may

make in that behalf be charged with the overall responsibilities for carrying
out the policies and decisions of the Board as well as the written

administration and the control of all the employees of the Agency.

38. (1)

Departments of the Agency.

The Agency shall appoint seven Heads of Department for -

(a) Finance and Accounts

(b) Administration and Supplies

(c) Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation
(d) Community Mobilization and Hygiene

(e) Sanitation and Hygiene
(f) Water Supply; and

(g) Maintenance.

(2) The General Manager shall consult with the supervising Ministry regularly
and briefthe State Executive Council every three months.

Composition of the Board.

39. (1) There shall be constituted for the Agency, a Board (hereinafter referred to as
'the Board').

(2) The Board shall give guidelines for the management of the Agency's affairs.
(3) Members of the Board shall be charged with the responsibility of making

policies in respect of the execution of all functions of the Agency under this
Law.

(4)
(5)

The Governor shall appoint for the Board a Chairman on part-time basis.
Other members of the Board shall comprise-
(a) seven ex-officio members including-

(i) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Infrastructure and Public
Utilities.
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40.

(b)

(ii) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance and Economic
Development.

(iii) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health.

(iv) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Women Affairs and Social

Welfare.

(v) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Local Government and

Chieftaincy Affairs.

(vi) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Environment; and

(vii) Executive Secretary, State Planning Commission.
the ALGON Chairman.

(c) three other part-time members representing various interests; and

(d) the General Manager of the Agency.

(6) Two members appointed in subsection 5 (a) of this Section shall be women.

(7) Except for ex-officio members, other members shall be paid such

remunerations stated in their instruments of appointment.

Tenure of Membership of the Board.

(1) Except for ex-officio members, other members of the Board shall hold office

as may be determined in their instrument of appointment.

(2) Except for ex-officio members, other members shall hold office for four (4)

years in the first instance and may be reappointed for a further non-renewable

term of 4 years.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions in subsections (1) and (2) of this Section, a

member may at any time offer a written resignation of appointment to the

Governor.

(4) Provided that the Governor is vested with the power to suspend a member,

the Governor may remove a member from the Board, following due

consultation and conclusion that such a member's continued presence violates

the interest of the Agency.

Qualification of the Chairman of the Board.

41. The Chairman shall be an experienced WASH professional, with good track records.

42.

Disqualification from membership of the Board.

No person shall be qualified as a member of the Board if-

(a) he has been adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any existing law in

Nigeria.

(b) he has not been discharged from such bankruptcy.

(c) he had been detained as a criminal or lunatic under any existing law in Nigeria;
or

(d) he has been convicted for:-

(i) an offence involving State security, fraud, dishonesty or moral turpitude; or
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(ii) any other offence and has not been granted state pardon; or

(e) he has been found by the report of a commission of inquiry to:-

(i) be incompetent to hold public office, or
(ii) had abused his/her office.

(f) he had willfully acted in a manner prejudicial to the interestof the State and such

findings had not been vacated on appeal or by judicial review; or

(g) he is still serving a sentence imposed on him/her by any court of competent
jurisdiction.

Emoluments of members of the Board.

43. There shall be paid to each memberofthe Board,each committee member of the Board
and each co-opted person ofthe Board, such allowance whose rate may, from to time,

be determined by the existing civil service rules and such shall be in respect of
traveling and other approved expenses.

44.
Meetings of the Board.

(1) The Board shall meet in the Agency's boardroom at least twice but not more
than six times in a year.

(2) The Chairman shall make a written invitation, bearing signatures of at least
four (4) members, summoning a special board meeting to be held within
fourteen (14) days of receipt of such a summon.

(3) The Board Chairman shall preside at every board meeting, however, in the
Chairman's absence, a member shall be elected within the board members to

preside.

(4) Every matter at a board meeting shall be decided using simple majority voting
and in the event of a tie, the Chairman or the presiding member shall cast a
tie-breaking vote.

(5) The quorum for any meeting of the Board shall be four (4), including the
Chairman or the presiding member.

(6) The Board may, at any time during its meetings, co-opt any person or persons
to act as an adviser.

(7) The co-opted person shall not vote on any matter discussed at the meeting.
(8) The Board shall have the power to advertise a work contract of the Agency or

any other Agency transaction and in the event of any urgency in the executionof such contract or transaction, a selective contract method may be used underthe existing process in the State.
(9) Any member, under subsection (7) of this Section can declare a conflict ofinterest regarding his/her link to a firm or company being considered for thecontract or transaction and such a declaration shall serve as the purpose ofdeclaring the interest.

(10) A member may declare an interest under subsection (9) of this Section if he:-(a) attends a meeting of the Board to so act; or
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45.

(b) takes reasonable steps to disclose this interest by the no
tice that shall

be read at the board meeting.

(11) Any member who violates the provisions of subsections (8) and (9) 
of this

Section shall be removed from the Board.

(12) The proceedings ofthe Board shall
 remain valid notwithstanding:-

(a) any existence of a vacancy in the Board membership; or

any defect in any member's appointment to the Board.
(b)

(c) any inadvertent omission to send out notice of its meeting; and

(d) any error to address the failure in (c) above or any failure in delivering

any such notice.

(13) Except as otherwise expressly provided under this Section, and subject to this

Law, the Board may make standing orders to regulate its procedure.

Committees of the Board.

(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this Section, the Board may appoint one or more

committees ofthe board to advise it on any matter or take any other action

regarding -

(a) the initiation, execution, administra
tion, or progress of any project, scheme

or activity the Board may undertake, participate in; or

(b) any other purpose, general or specific, relating to the functions of the Agency

which, in the opinion of the Board, is better regulated or managed using a

committee.

(2) The Board may, on such terms and conditions as it may
 think, delegate to a

committee appointed under subsection (1) o
f this Section which shall not

include:-

(a) extraordinary expenditure.

(b) borrowing money; and
(c) making standing orders, rules, or regulations.

(3) The composition, tenure of office, and remuneration of committee me
mbers

appointed under subsection (1) of this Section shall be determined by the

Board.

(4) A committee appointed under subsection (1) of this Section may include

persons who are not board members or officers or employees of the Agency,

but who possess such special qualification or experience as, in the opinion of

the Board, shall prove beneficial to the work of the committee.

Execution of Projects.

46. (1) All projects the Agency initiates shall, on completion, be handed over to the

community.

(2) Benefiting communities shall provide labor and security on project sites
during construction and after the handover by the Agency.
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Sources of Fund.

47. The sources of fund and resources of the Agency shall comprise of-

(a) funds or other property as may be advanced as a loan, grants from development

partners and donor agencies, allocation or such other appropriations Government

may make.

(b)

(c)

such funds or other property whatsoever as may be advanced as loans or grants

to the Agency by State Government, Local Government, statutory corporation,

any Government Agency or Institution of such Govermment, an international

organization, private foundation or any person whatsoever; and

all other sums or property which may in any manner become payable to or vested

in the Agency in respect of any matter incidental to its functions and powers
under this Law.

48. (1)

(2)

The Agency may -

(a)

Power to Raise Loans.

raise loans for meeting any of its obligations or discharging its
functions under this Law.

(b) exercise its powers under subsection (1) (a) of this Section, only with

the approval of the Governor, following details of the amount of loan

and the sources of borrowing.

The approval sought in subsection (1) (b) of this Section may be total or
limited to borrowing or subject to any condition, which the Governor may
impose.

Accounts and Audit.

49. The Agency shall -

(a) keep proper accounts of its transactions.

(b) keep proper records relating to the accounts and prepare in each financial year

a statement of such accounts in a form prescribed by the State Auditor
General.

(c) submit to audit the books and accounts of the Agency, within 3 months after
the end of each financial year.

(d) pay fees in respect of the audit work to its external auditors as the State Auditor
General shall provide payment guidelines; and;

(e) send, as soon as possible, copies of the external auditor's report to the State
Auditor-General, the Commissioner for Infrastructure and Public Utilities and
the State Governor.

50. (1)

Power of the Commissioner on Auditors Report.
If the Commissioner for Infrastructure and Public Utilities shall discover from
the Auditor-General's report that -
(a) some monies due to the Agency have not been fully accounted for; or
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(b) there is a shortfall in the Agency's funds, destruction of the Agency's

property through negligence, breach of official duty, or other similar

misconduct, the Commissioner for Infrastructure and Public Utilities

may order a surcharge to be imposed on the offending official.

(2) The Commissioner for Infrastructure and Public Utilities may order an inquiry to

determine the causes of the effects in subsection (1) of this Section.

(3) An officer to be surcharged shall be served notice in person or through his legal

representative.

(4) The notice shallbear the value of the surcharge and the deadline for paying such
surcharge.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (1), (3) and (4) of this Section,

any officer who had acted in pursuance of the terms of a resolution of this

Agency or the Agency's legitimate committee shall have provided sufficient
reason to avoid the Commissioner's surcharge.

(5) The Agency may sue for the recovery of the surcharge imposed under Section 50
(3) and (4).

(6) Such surcharge shall be recovered from the respondent, including the full cost of
action.

Employees' Contributory Pension Scheme.

51. (1) Within one year of its existence, the Agency shall establish a contributory

scheme for its employees.

(2) According to subsection (1) of this Section, the Agency shall -

(a) introduce the contributory pension scheme.

(b) officers qualified for pension and its benefits shall enjoy pension,
gratuities, and associated benefits.

(c) approve loans to any employee of the Agency for the contributory
scheme under paragraph (a) above; and

(d) provide welfare facilities to its officers and employees.
(3) The Agency shall make regulations to give effect to the provisions ofthis Section.

Suit Against EKST-RUWASHA.

52. (1) The Agency may sue or be sued in its corporate name provided that -
(a) the suit against the Agency, servant or employee ofthe Agency for any

act done in pursuance of any of the functions of the Agency or in
respect of any alleged negligence or default in the execution of such
function shall be lodged in any court and commenced within 3 months
of the negligent act, default or the same period in the case of damage
or injury; and

(b) the suit shall commence against the Agency within a minimum of one
month following a written notice of intention by the plaintiff or his/her
agent to commence such suit.
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(2) Any person -

(a) aggrieved by the Commissioner's surcharge; or
(b) dissatisfied with the value of his surcharge, may appeal to a higher

court within 30 days following the surcharge.

Annual Reports.
53. (1) The Agency shall, after the expiration of each financial year but within the

first quarter following termination ofthat year, cause to be submitted to the
Governor an annual report of the Agency dealing generally with the activities
and operations of the Agency within that year.

(2) This annual report shall include:-

(3)

54. (1)

(a) a copy of the audited account of the Agency.
(b) a statement of all the directions given to the Agency under Section 35 of

this Law.

(c) report submitted by the external auditors under Section 49 of this Law
concerning that financial year; and

(d) such other information as the Governor may request.
The Agency shall forward a copy of the annual report to the House ofAssembly
and the Commissioner for Infrastructure and Public Utilities.

Support to WCAs and WASHCOMs.

The Agency shall give financial and material support to the communities,
through the communities' Water Consumers Associations (WCAS) and Water
Supply, Sanitation, and Hygiene Committees (WASHCOMs) to embark on
water supply or sanitation projects.

(2) For the purpose ofsubsection (1) ofthis Section, the WCAs and WASHCOMs,
both public-spirited organizations, may impose levies on members of the
community to raise funds or organize commercial labour for the improvement
ofwater supply and sanitation in that community.

PART V

EKITI STATE WATER AND SANITATION REGULATORY AGENCY (WASRA).

Establishment of the Ekiti State Water and Sanitation Regulatory Agency (WASRA).55. (1) There shall be established a Regulatory Agency called the Ekiti State Waterand Sanitation Regulatory Agency (WASRA) (herein after known as 'theRegulatory Agency').
(2) The Regulatory Agency shall be a body corporate with perpetual successionand a common seal.

(3) The Regulatory Agency shall -
(a) acquire, hold and dispose of real and personal property;
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56.

(4)

(5)

(1)

(2)

(b) sue and be sued;

(c) exercise the rights, powers, and privileges as a corporate body; and
(d) incur liabilities and obligations of a natural person of full age.

The Governor shall appoint a Chairman for the Regulatory Agency.
The Chairman shall-

(a) be the Chief Executive Officer and shall serve on full-time basis;

(b) be an Ekiti citizen to qualify as Chairman;
(c) have a minimum of a first degree from a recognized institution;

(d) have a minimum of 10 years of working experience in the relevant field.

Objectives of the Water and Sanitation Regulatory Agency.
The principal objectives of the Regulatory Agency shall include -
(a) promoting State water laws and the State WASH Policy, 2020.

(b) creating, promoting, and preserving efficient industry and at the same

time, ensuring optimal utilization of resources for the provision of
prescribed water services.

(c) maximizing access to Prescribed Water Services by promoting and
facilitating consumer connection to distribution systems in its area.

(d) ensuring an adequate supply of WASH services to consumers and

ensuring that consumers, including low-income or vulnerable

consumers, benefit from the gains, increased competition and
efficiency provided.

(e) ensuring that the prices WASH Services Providers charge are enough
to enable these services providers to finance their activities, make
reasonable earnings that foster efficient operation.

(f) controlling water and wastewater, and their discharge.
(g) ensuring the safety, security, reliability and quality of service in the

production and delivery of WASH services to consumers.
(h) ensuring that regulation is fair and balanced for WASH Services

Providers, Water Users, consumers, investors and other stakeholders.
(i) receiving complaints and resolving disputes between consumers and

WASH Services Providers.

(j) ensuring that regulatory decision-making has regard to all relevant
health, safety, environmental and social legislation applying to theWASH sector; and

(k) promoting consistency in regulation between all stakeholders in theState WASH sector.
Without prejudice to subsection (1) of this Section, the Regulatory Agency shallperform its functions and exercise its powers in such a manner as it considersbest in achieving any of its objectives under this Law.
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(3) In furtherance of the objectives in this Section, the Regulatory Agency shall
perform the WASH services regulatory functions conferred on it or as may be

provided under this Law.

57. (1)

(2)

(3)

Establishment of the Board of WASRA.

There shall be established a Board for the Regulatory Agency.

The Governor shall appoint a Chairman for the Board.

Other members ofthe Board shall comprise of-

(a) the General Manager.
(b) a representative of the consumers.

(c)

58.

a representative ofthe Ministry of Infrastructure and Public Utilities.

a representative oftheWater, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Services
Providers.

(d)

(e)
a representative of the Ministry of Environment.

(f) a representative of the Ministry of Finance.
(g) a representative of the Small Towns and Rural Water Supply and

Sanitation Agency.
(h) a legal practitioner with at least 10 years cognate experience in the

Ministry of Justice of Ekiti State.

(i) one member who shall have at least five years' experience in the
regulation of utility and infrastructure.

(3) The composition of the Board shall be gender sensitive.
(4) The Governor may increase the number of members but shall ensure that

members are chosen from the public sector as well as the private sector.
(5) The Governor shall take into consideration experience or professional

qualifications in engineering, water resources management, hydrology, drinking
water, sewerage, groundwater development, environmental sciences in the water
sector, in utility regulation, law, accountancy, economics finance, and
administration.

Tenure of office for Board members.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Law, a member shall hold office for a periodof four (4) years.
(2) Amember shall hold office on such terms and conditions as the Governor mayspecify in the letter of appointment.
(3) Amember shall be eligible for a non-renewable reappointment to another fouryears.

(4) The terms, remuneration, and conditions of service of serving members shallnot be altered to the members' disadvantage.(5) At the expiration of his/her office, the Chairman shall continue in office for amaximum of six months until a new Board is reconstituted.
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