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EBONYI STATE OF NIGElUA 
LAW NO. 009 OF 2015 

. . : .. ....:.. 

PARTl 
PRELIMINARY 

·.• :· .. .... SECTION! 

~ -L.luv may be cited as the Ebonyi St.ate 

- ~talProtectionLa'!V,No.009of2015. 

I . liis • . ' SECITON 2 

I . " Ladaw shall lie deemed to have come into force on 
. es !.Y,tlte29'"o/Septemhu,2015. 

Citation 

Commencement 

EBONYI STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 

PR01ECTJON LAW, 2015 

,{:i/f&~~J;[.~i\-· SECTION 3 

The Ebonyi State Environmental Protection 

Agency taw'(ciip s·j );\~L 2, Laws of Ebonyi 

State of Nigeria 2009, isherebyrepealed. 

SECTION4 

Repeal of cap. 51 
voL 2, Laws of 
Ehonyi Stau, 2009 

In this Law, unless the context otherwise Interprctanon 

requires: 

"Ministry" means the Ebonyi State M1nistry of 

Environment; 

• "Commissioner" means Commissioner of 

Environinent; 

"Air Pollution" means air that contains one or 

more chemicals in high concentrations to harm 

human being, animals, vegetation or materials; 

"Attorney General" means· the Attorney­

General ofEbonyi State! 

"Authorised Officer" means any employee of 

the Ministry or any Police Officer riot befow the 

Rank of an Inspector of Police, authorised by the 

Commissioner/most Senior Civil Servant of the 

.Ministry to carry out the provisions of this Law 

or any regulation made thereunder; 

"Contaminant". means any solute or other 

material that upon contact or on mixing with air, 

water or land or other elements that will 
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·J~~ly atfect its pwity as to cause pollution of 

'.i~ !Ill" (as in air bome contaminants), water, land 

dn the case of any other element that will cause 

ime to pe impure; 
,-,;.\ . 

I • 

E,b1uk_nf' means any substance ·particularly • 

quid.¥ enters the environm~nt from a point 
0 1iu-ce:Bl:ld generally refers to waste water from . 

~~entor industrial plant; 
:;t- .• \: . 

. tfESREA.,, meaas the National Environmental 

·mdards and Regu]ationAgency; 

- _.fJ.ndjill" means a waste disposal site on a land 

6 
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.·.• w.~out regard to possible 

polllitt~u.~d:surfacewaterdue 

to nuioff_.AAf!.~~- Waste is covered 

intennittentlY. with a iayer of earth to reduce 

scavenging. disease, air pollution and aesthetic 

problems; 

. "Governor'~ means the Govemor of Ebonyi 

• StattofNigcria; 

"Open Burning" means land disposal site 

where wastes are deposited and left uncovered 

with little or no regard for control ofscaveng~, 

• disease, air pollution, water pollution or 

• aesthetic problems; 

"Public Water Supply" means all mains, pipes 

and structures through which ~ is obtained 

and distributed to the pubic, including band d1Ji 

wells, bore holes, intake pumping-stations . 

treatment plants, resexvoirs, storage tanks and 

.appurtenances coltectively.or generally actual,Iy 

used.or. ~r .use for the supply of water 

for drinking and general domestic use; . 

"Person" means any individual, ~ership, 

co-partnership, firm, company, corporation, 

associatkm, .or any legal entity or tJieir legal 

representative, agent, or assignee; 

"Pollution" means an undesirable change in the 

physical, chemical, or biological characteristics 

on the air, water.orland that can harmfully affect 

. the-health. survival or activities of human or 
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: ' ] o,~er li_ving things; 

.. 

J '.'.Refuse" means garbage or other discarded 

'

• • soiid· materials resulting from domestic, 
' in~al, commercial or agricultural operations 
. or from community activities; 

; '.'Refuse. Disposal" means .the collection, 
removal, storage, treatment, utilization, 
_processing, or final disposal ofrefuse; . _ 
~ . . ' • .. ... . - . __ .,~ . .... '"""., .,:., , ...... ...- ~~- ·~"' 

;;Smdtary ,Laatlfili!.-~m~;;ii; ·%~~f. 
re~~on·:·land:· without creatiilg nuisance or 
liu.ai-ds to public health or safety by confining 

. the refuse to tile smallest practical volume and 
• !dovering ~t with a layer of earth at the conclusion 
of each daf operation, or at such more frequent 

. iQ~al of time as may be necessary; 

. "Secured Landfill" means a land site for the 
.. storage of hazardous solid liquid wastes, which 

are normally placed in containers and buried 
underground, the location has restricted access; 

• is. contim.ially monitored and is located above 
geological strata that should prevent any wastes 
from being leached into ground water; 

- ''Se-wage-WtHk5'1 means individually or 
collectively those contributions or devices used 

_ , For collection, pumping, treating and disposing 
• , , • • of sewage industrial industrial waste water, or 
• • • • ~ther waste or far the recovery of by- product 

- . from such waste; 

,-_ 
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"Sltid'~il "~"'"·•a" :;solflfdnatter, settling to the 
-6"!<~. ~ ~~-·-- " . 

bottom. of· se8mielitatio~ tanks in a sewage 
treatment pJam; thaf-imust, be disposed of by 
digestion or other methods or recycled to the 
ground; 

"Significant" or "Significantly" means 
wherever it appears poteptial to degrade the 
quality of the environment over a long term or 
potential for individual effect on the 
environment, though limited to have great short 
term cumulative effect; 

"Water" means all accumulation of water, 
surface or underground, natural, artificial, public 
and private or part thereof which are wholly or 
partially within flow through or border upon the 
State; • 

"State" means Ebonyi State ofNigeria; 

"Watershed"·· means- land area immediately 
bordering on streams, rivers, lakes, dams; 
reservoi.r5 or water catchment area or drainage . 

"A.dequate notice" means notice g1ven to 
occupants of the make-shift structure, at least 
four(4)weeks. 
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PART II: 
J · ESTABLISHMENT, FUNCTIONS AND 

; POWER OF EBONYI STATE MINISTRY 
OF E!(VIRONMENT 

SECTIONS 

(i) There is hereby established Ebonyi State Establishme11tofthe 
Ministry of Enviroru;nent which shall be Ministry 
headedby; 

• (a) A_ Commissioner for Environment;.and·'."' 
(b) In the absenae-of,fhe:.comiiiissiofi-'•· · ·--
• • ·"the-most S'erii~r-•0ffic~diittii~\t$,~~ · 

•· • ".· • I •.•, ~~;••.t_ ~-- . •.'r •·-. -: _-;-:-:.. ~J· • 

SECTION6 

• fi) ··The Ministty, subject to the provisions of F11nc.io11Softhe 
:/ :·. this Law shall have responsibility for the Ministry 
·' ·. ··protection and development of the 

.: .. :. ep.vironment and bio-diversity 
• • •. :; -' .. •• conservation and sustainable development 
• _, . ~fthe State's natural resources in general 

and· environmental technology including 
initiation of Policy in relation to 
environmental research and technology and 
without prejudice to the generality of the 
forgoing, it shall be the duty of the Ministry 

·to; 

(ilTdeteimi.ne the conditfon of the State's 
• environment, report on same and 

whenever necessary recommend new 
environmental policies and· 
programmes to the Governor; 

(b) prepare a comprehensive State Policy 
for the protection of the environment 

-:~::; ,. 
S:• 
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••• • ··, ... ~r.vation. of natural resources, 
iiig'ptocei:iure for, environmental 

i:m.p~t. ,a:9·s.e·s s men t, for a II 
developmental projects; 

0 prepare in accordance with the State 
Policy on environment, periodic 
master plans for the development of 
environmental sciences and technology 
and advise the State Government on the 
financial requirements for 
implementation of such plans; 

(d) advise: 
(i) the State Government on the State 

Environmental Policies and 
Priorities the conservation of the 
natural resources and sustainable 
development, scientific and 
technological activities. affecting 
the environment and natural 
resources; 

(ii) the State Government on the 
utilisation of the (two percent) 
ecb1ogicaj· ftmd for the protection . 
of the environment 

(e) promote co-operation on 
environmental sciences and 
conservation technology with·-similar 
bodies in other countries that are 
connected with the protection of the 
enviromnent and the conservation of 
natural resources; 

(f) co-operate with Federal and State 
Ministries, Local Governments, 
Statutory bodies, non governmental 
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• . -• organisations and research agencies on 

•· matters relating to the protection of the 

• • environment and the conservation of 

• natural resources; 

(g) prepare an annual environmental report 

for the State and transmit copies to the 

Governor and to the Secretariat of the 

• ' • National Council on Environment and 

• • '. • • .. to the NESREA on or before-the.fustr -~•"· ,.,;, ·,.,,.._' 

• •· day of De~e,n.ber..of~~~~;~.Li·, ~ ~. " .; • 

. -(h).;,icl~ntify;the·ecotqgi.~ • • . . : •· 

• • • ;S~te;·. ·;:o:o:!wli,n,gc,.:4~1i.l\~.- '· ·Jroil 
·/ • ero·sion. Brieftfie=state Government on 

.. . . their causes and effect and then design 

<··' .:- ·. andimplementcontrolmeasures; 

••1 . . (i) ·-establish mechanisms to prevent 

/ • -·.: ecological disasters, identify the 

problems of drainage and sewage 

. systems and carry out measures to 

improve, protect and remedy the 

, ecosystems; 

.Jt'(i) monitor and ensure the implementation 

• • • of Environmental· Impact Assessment 

(EIA) and Environmental Aud.it Report 

Guidelines and Procedures on 

environmental related policies and 

. C:f~velopmental prQj_,e~ts within the· 

State; 
(k) identify water, air and soil pollution and 

their sources and carry out measures to 

prevent or control them; 

(I) organise and carry out public 

enlightenment and environmental 

education and promotion of healthy 

E!JONYl STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION LAW, 2015 • 

• • ;1,~"'r•'$•l:<,;..'t~',,:,~· 

· .;. ' .·. ' '"'-".:,.~•~1•~·and also to encourage the 
~~~ ~,.--!,~•.,. .~ ... ~ .,,._ .. . - - t-• _,. . . . - . 

f9r)!lQJ.io11- and sustenance of 

:~ entii'oiiift~ntiil'·and health clubs or 

associations in ail schools and colleges 

in the State; 

c.. 

(m)control the use and management of 

Streets, Public Parks, Public Places, 

Cattle dri"ling and-Rearing of domestic 

animals in area of environment; 

(n) promote the general ecosystem 

including flora and fauna by 

encouragement of proper agricultural 

practices and forest conservation; 

' · 

•'. 

(o) in consultation with FIPA ensure 

• implementation and enforcement of 

NESREA regulations in the State while 

also collaborating with the NESREA in 

conducting public investigation on 

major environmental pollution; - -: • 

✓f (p) assess in conjunction with relevant 

bodies or authorities. building plans of 

new iiiaustriaJ layouts, markets and 

other similar projects to ensure 

adequate provision for waste 

management facilities and a~equate 

sanitary provisions; 

(q) maintain a programme of tec~cal 

assistance for individuals and bodies 

whether public or private in order to 

achieve excellent standard of 

environmental cleanliness based on the 

criteria_ guidelines, regulations and 

standards set out under any Law or 

made pursuant to this Law; 

.-- ... --- - ····· ··------- -
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(j) develop and promote such processes, 

methods, devices and materials as may 

be useful or incidental in carrying out 

:~~ ··:' the intcndment of this Law; 

• • :-·. . (j) enter and inspect premises engaged in 

industrial or business activities a_nd 

indeed all premisses (public or private) 

tJ,::'.::;,::. suspected to be polluting the 

.;-l,:J;,:,,• environment with a view to 

. -~r :.-~~~-ascertaining enviro~f:.l?}a\ poUALign • 

.,:,,,::=.;.- _- -__: ~·:·J~vel, coil~C!_.~~te::5runpii:s <i.(po.lluted 

• .:tt~-z.-:;::::_;.~ii,vir~rui'.Jeµl • (~,g:i water,"'.:_{1aiil5.,.for 

a : ·;:.'ii;, :if-'°!i';.':1µrthefifil,esti:gafion); · • "· •••• ,-. 

" •---t_~pply enforcement measure to combat 

\environmental poJlution, degradation 

1¥.d noise control; 
.-:enter into areas where such activities as 

·--~g, quarrying, logging are going on 

~itb view to enforcing environmental 
.... 
~_tandards on restoration; 

Jnforce ful l compliance on legislation 

•.::"'against bush burning; 

.. -6~'.enfor_ce full compliance on legislation 

:~i>4'egulating mining activities in the State 

..::.',;_ :,.,...including quarrying as it concerns 

:..---.:": 'environs· 

-·"' ory_t6.i:, ' survey and control gaseous, 

. • qLJ1~aii.d soil wastes ffischarge in the 

- : State· 

·:;tf !~, (p).Establish for industries that emit 

·i:-_?~•J:.. • gaseous waste an air oualitv standard 

:-:. ,;_::: : that shall be permissibl~ in the vicinity 

• - • • of such industries; 

EilO1'>'1 STATE ENVffiO!'iME!'iTAL 

PROTECnON L-\W. 2015 ___ -12..._ 

- • --c q) ~§ji.~p_1a~bratories for the testing and 

analysis of pollutants discharged and 

fo1:•ilie'-fesfuig·of other substances that 

the Ministry may wish to test; 

(r) Control domestic gas similar to that 

emitted from abattoir and refuse 

dumps; 
(s) assess building plans of new industrial 

and residential layouts so as to ensure 

that there are adequate provisions for 

both solid an d liquid waste 

management facilities; 

(t) ensure strict compliance with the 

relevant provisions of the FactoriesAct, 

Laws of the federal ofNigeria, 200400 

the use of protective clothing for 

industrial workers while on duty; 

(u) assess and ensure that every privately 

ovroed house or tenement industrial or 

business premisses, markets, motor 

parks pay the necessary environmental 

rates as may be determined by the 

Governor.from time to time; 

(v) ensure in copaboration with NESREA 

and other relevant agencies, that 

industries are not located within 

residential and commercial areas 

whether existing or proposed;·· 

(v) ensure in collaboration with N'ESREA 

and other relevant agencies, that 

industries are not located within 

residential and commercial areas 

whether existing ·or proposed; control 

domestic gas similar to that emitted 
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from abattoir and refuse dumps; 
fv:) advise in co-operation with other 

agencies such as NESREA, National 
Emergency Agency Co mmittee 
(NEMA) and State Relief Committee 
on the adequate compensation payable 

to community affe cted ·-by 
environmental pollution or natural 

disasters; 
.. . . (x) monitor, regulate and oversee .the 

installation of any pollution· control 

•.• ·devices, waste tre~tment llt«E_~odsf or 

·waste dispo:s;al.3-,Ystiips· arid 
.· .-: . -

'rmi.nagement; 
~-- G' (y} device blue-prints for the construction 

. ·.'._;:,, • of sewage system and provide 

: t :-. . : • maintenance services for such sewage 

systems; 
_,-;\)t:·. (z) enforce in collaboration ,vith 

. appropriate authority, the collection, 

;.;f?. removal and disposal of refuse and 

.-.· .c ,-·· ·- - : • good sanitation of the State, including 

·:~~ ··: • ·• • the management oflandfills and waste 
._,:_,'.. •• . _dumps; 
:~;/~' : • (aa) collect the charges as may approve by 

• .... the Governor from time to time or 

~--;>'-'l_'.:_~_;_;-,:~_,_-~_:_- (ao):~~:~e
0

~=~:~~:~ent by either 
.. ,;· - - direct· labour, contract or outright 

privatization; 
(ac )Provided that when refuse disposal is to 

be undertaken by contract or 
privatization to a firm or agent, such 

·firm or agent shall possess the requisite 

CBONYI STATE EIWffiO!'iMENTAL 

PROTECTION LAW, 20!5 

.. t\!.c~hq.plogy and equipment fo r 

.• Q~]!ecj;j.cin,~111.oval, storage, treatment 
and, tip.al disposal to the designated 
fai1dfill :· • • 

(2) any person, individual, group of persons or 

companies in any privately owned house or 

tenement who contravenes the provisions 

of paragraph (u) of sub section (1) of this 

section shall be tried before an 

Environment protection Court or Court of 

coordinate jurisd iction and upon 

conviction, be liable to pay the prescribed 

rate as may be determined by the Governor 

from time to time. 
(3) 

(4) 

A Director, officer or any other person 

concerned with the management of any 

establishment, organisation, industry, 

corporate body, institution, business or 

company who contravenes the provisions 

of paragraph (u) of Sub section (l) of this 

section shall be tried before an 

Environmental protection Court or court of 

coordinate jurisdi ction and upon 

conviction, pay the prescribed charge as 

may be determined by the Governor from 

time to time. 
For a continuing offence under paragraph 

.(u) of Sub section (I) of this section} such 

offender shall pay for every month he 

remain's in default the necessary fees as 

may be determined by the Governor from 

time to time. 

9 
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SECTIONS 

: Subject to the proV!Sl0l1S of this Law the 
Governor may give to the Ministry directions of 
a general or specific nature and it shall be the 
duty of the Ministry to comply in a manner .that 
best protects the provisions of this Law. 

. (1) The Ministry may appoint such other 

Poweroftlze 
Governor to give 
diredio11s 

. persons to be employees or consultant!! o~ 
the Ministry as if may: -~~eJI! fit To(t,hc~-- .,. 
P~°,per c?~duct ~!_{fs bt!{zjess~}}~~'[f1~s 
and con d L'l· 1 o ns-·•·a s -m·a·y ·· '!:; e 
dete~ed byili'"'&Ministj.~" ~,. ,. ,.;,_.~ 

.: (2) The remuneration of the employees of the 
Ministry shall be as applicable in the public 
service of the State. 

(1) 

SECTION9 

The Commissioner shall, subject to the 
policies laid down by the Ministry develop 
programmes to carry out the purposes and 
provisions of this Law and without 
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, 
shall in particular and in consultation with 
the agencies: 
(a) establish progr:ammes for the 

.prevention,·-eontrohmd· mitigation of 
pollution of rhe State's air land and 
water, as well as programmes for the 
enhancement of the State's 
environment; 

(b) evolve a well packaged program aimed 
at enhancing the level of personal 
hygienic in the State and introduce 

Power oftfte 
Commissioner 

20 
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;~· • ~;gr:~tt:~'i .. i:.tr;-/S.::.:;1/J-.. 
. ~ :· -'>:.'-#"i.t/· • ,.,.•,2:trrogf.aimncs for the restoration and 
j'°: ,; .. ~ •·: e,.o~Gementofthe state's environment 
.:<-'.·' and 1iatural resources to ensure 

,. 
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;; 
:,-· .. -
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it 
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sustainable human and infrastructural 
development; 

(c) utilise and promote the expansion of 
research, experiments, surveys and 
studies by public or private agencies, 
institutions and organizations 
concerning causes effects, extent, 
prevention, reduction and elimination 
of pollution and such other to 
environmental protection and natural 
resources consen1ation as the Ministry 
may horn time lo time determine 
necessary and useful; 

(d) encourage and promote the co­
ordination of. the conservation of 
natural resources and environmentally 
related activities at a.11 levels of the 
State: and 

(c) con.duct public inquiries and 
investigations on matters surrounding 
contravention of the provisions of this 
Law. 

(2) The Commissioner shall: 
• ( a) be responsible for carrying out the 

policy and decisions of the Ministry and 
the day-to-day operations of lht 
Ministry. 

(b) subj ect to the overall control and 
direction of the Ministry, exercise 
general authority and disciplinary 
control over the Staff of the lv.linistry 

_ _l)__ 
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and also preserve the Ministry's 
properly; and 

(c) carry out such other activities as may 
from time to time be directed by the 
Governor 

•.. -:··· r---:•·fl" • . ., . ~~~lt~}~·~it .. ,:fa;;';. • 
. . (1) Subj~ct· to sub-section (1Y~f_fuis }es:tign, • Power to accept 

· ilie"m.inistry mayatcept gifts; grarits;boolcs, ' gift etc 

(2) 

audio, visual, money, other technical 
gadget~, other materials, land or property 
from local and international donors upon 
such terms and conditions as may be 
specified by the donor. 
The :Ministry shall not accept any gift where 
the con di ti ons or terms of donation attached 
thereto by the donor are inconsistent with 
the functions of the Ministry as stipulated 
under this Law. 

SECTION 11 
(1) The ministry shaU establish and maintain an 

account where aJJ bonus due to the Ministry 
-mllieperformance oflts duty shall be paid 

into from which it may defray some 

. 
-

-.1 expenses incurred by the Ministry in the J performance of its duties and functions .J.. under tbisLaw. J (a) The Ministry shall maintain a 

L
. budgetary allocation made to it by 

the State Government; 

Financial 
provisions 

~~1f:{¼7$.~$~;~--:. ·.-> . 
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(2) The niiid'sball consist of: 
• • (a) ·fuud·; accrui~g to·the State Government 

in respect of flood or erosion control 
and other environment re lated 
problems from the Federal 
Government's two percent Ecological 
ReliefFund; 

(b) aJJ monies raised for the purposes oftJ1e 
Ministry by way of gifts, grants-ill aid, 
testamentary disposition and sale of 
publications; 

(c) such sum as may from time to time be 
granted to the Ministry by the Federal 
Government; 

(d) all subscriptions, fees and charges for 
services rendered by the Ministry and 
al! other sums that may accrue to 
Ministry from any other source 
including mobile sanitation fee; 

(e) eontributionfromtheNESREA; 
(t) contribution . of the lo~al Government 

Councils: 
(g) all monies Accruing to the Ministry by .~ 

,; way of endowment, grant, gi~ or either 
. sources which shall not be Joan; 
;:· . _ • ____ (.h) _All interests on monies invested by the 

ministry; and 
(i) all other sums of money or property 

which in any manner becomes payable 
to or vested in the ministry in respect of 
any matter incidental to its function. 

·-· (3) The ministry shall have the authority to 
accept and receive on behalf of the State, 
grams,gifts, or other fun•ds-madeavailable 

23 
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to the State from any sow-ce for the purpose 
of this Law or for air, land or water pollution 
control and other pollution affecting public 
water supply, solid waste disposal, noise 
abatement or other environmental 
protection activities including erosion··and 
flood control. 

( 4) The ministry may invest any of its surplus 
monies in such gift-edged securities as may .. • 
be penn.\tted or appr-Qved by ~€E GoveinoJ. 

SECTION12 
. The Ministry may with the consent of the Power to borrow 

governor or in accordance with any general 
authority given by the State Government, 
borrow by way of loan or advance from any 
source, any monies required by the Ministry of 
meet its obligation functions under this Law, 
provided that the amount so borrowed does not 
exceed the sum approved over the period for the 
Ministry by the State Government. 

SECTION13 

(!) The Ministry shall within six (6) months 
.prior to the end ..of_ each financial year 
prepare an estimate of its expenditure and 
projected income for the succeeding 
financial year and when so prepared shall 
be submitted to the Governor. 

(2) The Ministry shaU; 
(a) keep proper account 
(b).keep proper records relating to the 

accounts; and 

Annual Estimate, 
Accounts and audit 

£USN 
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( c) _ .. Pr$ pa,r_t; inf\!Spect of each financial 
year, a Statement of AccoW1ts in a 
form prescribed by the Ministry of 
F inance and Economic 
Development and conforming with 
the best commercial standards. 

The Accounts of the Ministry shall be 
audited annually by an external Auditor 
appointed by the Ministry from a list of 
auditors qualified to be so appointed 
submitted to it by the State Auditor­
General and such appointment shall be 
approved by the Governor. 

As soon as possible after the end of the 
financial year, the Ministry shall; 
(a) prepare an Annual report of its 

activities during the preceding 
Financial year; and 

(b) transmit to the Governor the annual 
report together with a certified 
copy of the audited accoW1t of the 
Ministry. 

The Financial year of the Ministry shall be 
the same as the Financial year of the State 
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PAR.T ill 
~-~TE ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS f--· 1 

SECTION 14 ,-lir..t"~-:"··. . 
. Jiff(a) The ministry shall be charged with the 
' fr--~·:-:, •• duty of making all State waters safe 

':ft-{; . -~~ for fish and other aquatic a.nii_na)s, 
-· ... : :!t :. w_ildlife ar~f!?~()J?l<?1""- . "' .. · " '._,'._, ·; ; ·_. .:t..~.Z,XP) The Nlirii.stfy~!jJ. <;:_oqiJ;bonµi.q1c1 willi,ilth~i 
-~.-fi.;l .. ,relevant a_g~ricf~' jJ.11PL.Jstpb1'illr arid • • s'( ... enforce different water quality 

:/ . s~dards for different uses. 
/ (a) Public water suppliers or their 

~1~,.~~( i au~_orised representatives shall submit ·, ~ Environment Impact Assessment Plans f~~f • and Specifications· to the Ministry and 
:::,.~ ~: •· -' obtain written approvals of the Ministry ',I• ,.-,-,, • JJi~:·: · before the co11Struction of any proposed l ;~\ public water supply installations, 
.:~7- -· changes or before making any 
~"'-· • additions· ... ~~~ ) 

~).~~-· (b) Plans and specifications as required )f•:•:;..· 
~5:,-( : l)Ilder paragraph (a) subsection (2) of 

.. \;·_:· this section shall be complete and of 
~;]~;'±: .. _ ~~~i:!?,~ detail _t~~~-o-~ ail -~ropos_ed 2~.:\--. _ construction changes and addit10ns that ..... ~;; ... t 

.. ;;,:,; may affect sanitary quality, mineral 
,..r quality or adequacy of the public water 

supply or where necessary, the said 
plans and specifications, shall be 
accompanied by supplemental review, 
thereof. 

Fw1ctio1zs o/fhe 
Ministry 

2 F.BSN 
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~1;lt-~1t-'~;~::'.·t,.~. ;~ 
• ,s• (cf~·Mirustry shall reserve the right to 

qlq,'.,e.down.any public or private water 
supply source that is found to be 
polluted and does not meet with world 
H<.!alth Organisation's water quality 
standard. 

(d) For the purpose of this Law, the 
·, Ministry shall carry out periodic water 

quality monitoring through the use of 
appropriate water quality testing 
equipment. • 

(e) Plans and specifications submitted 
pursuant to sub section (2) of this 
section shall be approved and 
determined by the Ministry to be 
satisfactory from the standpoint of 
sanitary quality 

(f) The Ministry may adopt regulations 
governing the location, design, 
construction and continuous operation 
and maintenance of water supply 
systems as recommended by 
:NESEREA or other agencies. 

(3) (a) Public water'suppliers shall direct and 
maintain the continuous operation and 
maintenance of water facilities so that 
water shall be assured safe .in quality 
and satisfactory in mineral contents for 
domestic consumption. 

(b) Owners of public water supply system, 
including hand dug wells, shall be 
required to submit samples of water for 
analysis and such rep~rts of operation 
pertaining to the sanitary quality of 

2.1._ 
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(4) 

such supplies as may be req~est~d by 
the Ministry. The correspondmg ice as 
in second schedule shall be paid by the 
owners of public water supplied for 
such se1viccs rendered. 

Any person who contravenes the provisfons 
of this section shall be guilty of an offence 
and shaU be liable on conviction to a ~e 
not exceeding Ten Thousand Na1~a 
(Nl0,000.00) only or imprisonment for-.s!X 
month or both such fine and imprisonment. 

SECTION 15 

(i) NopersonshaU: 
(a) cai:ise or allow the disch'.'-1"ge of ru~y 

contaminant into the env1ronment ill 

any part of the State so as to cause_ or 
tend to cause water, air or land pollut10n 
in the State ei ther alone or in 
combination with matters from other 
sources or so as to violate regulations or 
standards adopted by the Ministry 
under this Law; 

(b) construct, install or operat~ any 
equipment, facility, vessel ~r a~craft 
capable of causing or contnbutmg_ to 

• - -··water pollution or any type, of pollution 
so designated by the Ministl}' or in 
violation of any conditions imposed by 
such permit; 

(c) discharge any contaminant into the 
water, water ways, air or land or 
construct or install any sewage 

Prohibited acts 
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·-treatment facility, or any new outlet for 
contaminant into the water bodies of 
this State without a permit granted by 
the Ministry; 

(d) deposit any contaminant upon the land 
in a place and manner so as to create 
water polJution or hazard; 

(c) sell, offer or use any article in aJJy area 
in which the Ministry has by regulation 
forbidden its sale, offer or use for 
reasons of water pollution control; 

(f) hawk or offer for sale aJJy wru·es on any 
Street in the State or such other places 
not designated as market in the State; 

(g) load or discharge passengers on any 
street or in such other places that are no 
designated as motor park by relevant 
authority in any part of the State; 

(h) wash or park cars or vehicles of all 
kinds on paved roads not. designated as 
such by the Ministry; 

(i) cause-or allow the drying of food items, 
whether coolced or raw on paved roads; 
to violate regulations or standards 
adopted by the Ministry under this Law; 

(j) defecate in an unapproved place other 
than a toilet system facility; 

(k) close and or obstruct traffic on any road 
either for ceremony or for any other 
purpose except for security puiposes; 

(I) bum tyres or aJJy combustible material 
on any paved road; 

(m)display for trading any wares, food 
items including of any material on a 
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I 
\ 

(2) 

(3) 

15. 

paved road; 
(n) post billboards within the capital 

territory without the consent of the 
Ministry; but if the consent of the 
11"}.inistry first sought and obtained, the 
billboard shall be for a period of 120 
days on payment of specified fees, 
without which the ministry shall 
remove same; 

A..,y person who contravenes the provisions 
of the foregoing sub-section sbaU be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding Ten 
Thousand Naira (Nl0,000.00) only or 
imprisonment for ~year or both such fine 
and imprisonment. 
Where the offender is a body corporate, 
the fine on conviction shall be Fifty 
Thousand Naira ~50,000.00) only. 

SECTION 16 
No Industry: 
(a) Which emits ob_noxious gas or 
(b) which generates noise in excess of the 

Ministry's ambient noise limit, 65-80 
db, shall be sited within or near a 
residential area. 

SECTION 17 
(1) The Ministry shall regulate, monitor and 

L

.. introduce modem methods of solid waste 

•. ·~· ,,. m•-~•~•:::,.~~;~~:oou,agiog aod 

Proltibitio11 of 
J11dustrinl Pollution 

Solid waste 
111a11ageme11t 
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. H-\~ihninating the use ofopcn dumps. 
~~«~,._(2) No person shall: 
.;.-.~c;.' 0 

•·· (a) Abandon, dump or deposit any waste 
upon public highways or such other 
places except on dumps or landfills 
approved by theJvfinistry; 

(b) Use or cause to be used in his premises 
any refi.1se bin which is not fly-proof for 
the collection and disposal of house 
refuse or office waste; 

(c) Throw or deposit in any open drain, any 
rubbish or substance that may obstruct 
or hinder a free and uninteITIJpted water 
flow; 

(d) Discharge, depositor leave urine, facets 
or other human waste or defecate on 
land, water bodies or water ways except 
in well constructed and Ministry 
approved toilet system; 

(e) In the process of any construction at 
deposit. on any road, road verge, or 
drain, sand, latrine, gravel, iron, rod, 
plant or any building material without 
the approval in writing of the Ministry; 

(f) Not being engaged in any essential 
services as stipulated in our Laws, be 
found loitering, idling away or 
engaging in any other activity other 
than cleaning of their premises during 
the National/State environmental 
sanitation period or any other period of 
sanitation as may be specified by ti'1e 
State or other authorities empowered to 

~ do sq; 

3 1 __ 
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(g) Leave an undeveloped plot or building 
including road verges to be overgrown 
by weeds or use the latter for fanning. 

(h) Conduct any waste collection or 
disposal operations except waste 
generated by the operator's own 
activities, without permission granted 
by the :tvfin.istry or other related body 
working in co-operation with the .. 
Ministry; . . . . ., -~c~:' • 

(i) organize and ~aµy:outstree~.ciieanmg, 
clearing, addition. of·structure that 
constitute nuisance; 

(3) Every landlord or owner of premises within 
the State shall provide a well constructed 
drainage in his building to safely channel 
and convey domestic sewage into the main 
drain. \Vhere the construction of such 
drainage i s impracticable, the 
landlord/owner shall construct a soak away 
pit for such purpose; 

(4) Upon the enactment of this Law it shall 
constitute an offence for an; person 
or persons to throw domestic waste water or 
allow domestic waste water to flow on any 
place other than as provided in subsection 
(3)above; 

(5)- Any' person or.persons who contravene the 
provision of the foregoing sub-section is 
guilty of an offence and on conviction, 
shall he liable to a fme not exceedin!l Ten 
Thousand Naira (Nl0,000.00) only or 
imprisonment for three months or both such 
fine and i.rnprisonment; 

32 '"Co :'009.0F-2015 t:llSN 
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SECTION IS 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any 
other \'l'fitten Law, tl1e Ministry shall be 
responsible for the: 
(a) maintenance of clean and healthy 

environment in such places and towns 
in the State including implementation 
of special clean up exercises; 

(b) collection of waste ctisposal rates or 
other environmental related charges 
includi.11g the mobile sa1..itation ices 
either by itself or through its appointed 
agents. 

(c) designin g, construction and 
maintenance of dump sites including 
landfills; 

(d) carrying out of periodic inspection of 
buildings and premises for pmposes of 
ensuring that sanitary conditions are 
maintained in such buildings and 
premises; 

e) controf of pets and other animals whose 
activities constitute environmental 
nuisance and waste management 
problem; . 

(f) development and manage□ent of open 
spaces; 

(g) direction of owners of buildings along 
major roads that are in bad shapes to put 
the buildings in a envirornient friendly 
form within six (6) months of the 
service of the notice of the Ministry 
requiring so to do, failure of which the 
Ministry shall make good the builctings 

-- -~-------·~-- - - --=~ .. - -· - ·-· 

Duties nf the 
Minirtry 
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and charge the owners for the cost of 
expenses incurred by the Ministry. 

. (2) The Ministry shall liaise with appropriate 

authority such as Local Government 

Administration to stop such activities as 

trading in undesignated places that tehd to 

constitute environmental nuisance and 

waste management problem. 
(3) Upon the enactment of this_ Law, it s4a!I, 

be mandatory . th?,t,• e:verj h6u~eR61"µ; 

commercial business ciJ'?crales COII1IT1~rc1al 
vehicles in the State s~frJ;Joperly·corifaiI1 

all waste generated from their activities in 

the Ministry's approved garbage or trash 

container. 
I (4) Failure to comply with sub-section (2) of 

this section shall upon conviction attract a 

(5) 

l., 

fine not exceeding Ten Thousand Naira 

(Nl0,000 .00)only or 

imprisonment for a term not exceeding one 

year or both. 
Failure to comply with sub-section (3) of 
this section shall upon conviction attract a 

fine not exceeding Ten Thousand Naira 

(NI0,000.00) only or imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding three months; 

SECTION19 

Toe Ministry shall: 
(a) identify to¥ic and hazardous wastesand 

set standard for their management; 

(b) control the usage, manufacture and 
disposal of toxic· and hazardous 
substances; 

Control and 
Ma11ageme11t of 
Toxic and 
Hazardous Waste 
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~_;:-:,; 

' ~tand certify the safeness of new 
• ·&ernicalc-prior to granting approval for 

• • their usage, manufacture, sale and 

disposal in the State; and 
- ... (d) .prohibit and enforce compliance 

. ~-'f-/•,.' against the use substm1ces which the 

:'~- ministry believes may present 
~f.U11t1asoriablc risk or injUly co health or 
: ' the environment. 
l§"·(jalc, use or manufacture of any 

ibstance in the State which the Ministry 
·1s·;ceitified as toxic, hazardous, mjurious 

tb· human health or as having other 
nacceptable adverse environmental 

:;_µft pact is prohibited. 
.:"'fh~. discharge or disposal in such harmful 
.;..ijfrality of any toxic, haza,rdous or 

;·radioacrivc waste into tbe air or uoon the 

~jiind ·and the waters of the State o~ at the 
"5i!djcmming shorelines, is prohibited. 
;c.~y person who violates the provisions of 

..'Ji_p~ections (2) and (3) of this section is 
~:gajlty of an offence antl ~liall on conviction 

. . -~ -- ).iable to a, fine not· exceeding One 

, f~, .. Hundred Thousand Naira (NI00,000.00) 

i ~ .,: • only imprisonment for a term not exceeding 

., ,t;,f. • HJ-years or to both such fine and. 

~ :i'.. • imprisonment. 
• ~J Where an offence under sub-section (2) and 

-~ c.. 0 
(3) of this section is committed by a body 

: "'""'·"\' -corporate, it shall on conviction be liable to 

• ·;,, a· fine not exceeding Five Hundred 

~ ,.uiousand Naira (NS00,000.00) only and 

an additional fine of Five Thousand Naira 
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(NS,000.00) only for everyday the offence 
subsists. 

(6) Where such toxic or hazardous substances, 
• including radioactive substances haye been 
illegally discharged, disposed of or buried 
within the State environmental boundaries, 
the Ministry shall direct and supervise, the 
clean-up and restoration ofthc environment 
to a standard comparable to its prior s tatus 

. at the expense of the offeng_er, Suc,h cid~ 
up and ~storat{on:.:.sh~1Li,.i;nplQ¥..-the best 
availaple tecb.nol9gy:ffi}\~J.- ::,- ; . . 
This provisiorl. is lio~ever subject to the 
provisions of the Harmful Waste (Special 
Criminal Provisions etc)Act(Cap. 165). 

• (7) ·where any defaulter under the provision of 
this section is required by a court to pay 
compensation to any person, such 
compensation shall be paid by the said 
defaulter. 

SECTION20 

·:·;•.;'-_ The Ministry shall adopt and enforce NESREA 
,).:,~- .criteri?.., g11ideEnes, specifications and stan.clards 
.. . :::. to protect and enhance the quality of air ,._:· . 

resources as to promote the public health or 
welfare and normal development and productive 
-eapaoey--of the -nation's human, animal or plant 
life including: 
(a) minimum essential air quality standards 

for human, animal or plant health; 
(b) control the concentration of substances in 

the air which separately or in combination 
ar e likely to result in dam age or 

Air quality etc. 
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animal or plant, 
-9}' pro_p!!rtY; 
olt app~opriate means lO prevent and 

ombat various forms of atmospheric 
' llution; 
'-"h,t:rol of atmo spher ic poll ution 

'tiiating from energy sources, including 
'"<; ·roduced· by aircraft, other self 

°:cd ; ehicles, in factori es and power 
ling stations; 

. ,, :d. application to emission from any . 
:i'fi.obile source which in the Ministry's 

,Ji;i.pi}rn causes or contributes to the 
~6Uution which may endanger public 

'. fu or welfare; and 
'.."l!_se of appropriate means to reduce 

.. _ ission to permissible levels. 

SECTION21 

---f.Ministry shall in line with NESREA 
:Visions on noise control and in 
~µitation v.rith appropriate authorities: 

. ; j.4entify major noise sources, noise 
_/'clevel and noise control technology that 

_ . may emanate from any source; 
~"(b) establish such noi se abatement 
:i.' - -rograimi:fes and noise emission 
'· 1 " standards as it may determine necess~iy 

to preserve and maintain public health 
~:~'5 . ··= yr weifare; and 
·.:.(c) make recommendations to control 
;~~~j:ioise originating from industrial, 

., .. :J"'.oc·:-;;bmrnercial, domestic, recreational, 
':,:.: 

Noise control and 
standard 

37 
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transportation or other similar activities. 

(2) Any noise criteria identified under this section shall reflect the scientific knowledge most useful in indicating al 1 kinds of identifiable effects on the· public health or welfare which may be expected from differing qualities and quantities of noise. 

SECTION 22 
(1) The Ministry shall coop~rate witl1 such Collsen•ntion nnd International organisations as ilie World preservation of/and Wild Life Fund International (WWF-I) and ,he International Union for the Conservation Nature and Natural Resources (illCN) and may require t11e St.ate and Local Government Councils to set aside key tracts of undeveloped land as wilderness free from being trampled by human. 

(2) The Ministry shall propose that certain pv, ,ions of land shall not be. used or de•:eloped to preserve ilieir beauty and ecological health as well as the cultural historical, religion and archaeologicai --treasures on iliem. 

SECTION 23 
(1) The Ministry shall identify lands iliat are Protection of fragile vuinerable to erosion or land slide and ecology acquire such lands or property through management ofla,ut Ministry of land for over riding public interest. 

EllSN 
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inistry shall in collaboration with ··iappropr,iate, body, seek and oversee the "'·p?otcction of all gully/sheet erosion and the various watershed areas in the State and 
•
0
-,sball designate such areas in the State as _'~gri:cn belt", All such areas shall be -::·' ublished in a gazette and such belt areas 

l in densely populated areas, be within ..;}:' "-,' 200 metres from the rim of tJ1e -;:;;,;. ... gully/sheet erosion or each bank of the :J.,,",'; • watershed· and ·Jb) · in other ~eas be within 200 metres • • from the rim of gully/sheet erosion or each bank of the watershed. The Ministry shalJ seek and oversee the protection of wild and scenic beauty ~~ • gf lowingriders in the State. h~:' Ministry shall issue guidelines and versee the reclamation and restoration of ~, ~'.~~o)ogTcally damaged. eroded, subsided, :-sJ.uinped, collapsed or instabilized land in ·,, the State. 
· Save as may be permitted under the Forest • Law in force in this State or any other , • enactment, a green belt shall remain ermanently under vegetation. 
~ To order to combat natural disasters such as • _fl..ooding soil and wind, erosion, stream ~,sg!-1~~9.JJ!desication, quarrying, excavation, ·' rCJjid aesign, building construction or any - ther form of construction are prohibited in ""~ belt or along steep slopes~d in any ·-- .. €5t areas so-designated by ili; .½nistry in , ..... "'_ 

):S::~ •• 

Degradation and 
watershed 
reltabilitation 
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collaboration with !11eappropriale body. (6) (a) Any person who contravenes, attempt to contravene, aids, abates or counsels any other person to contrav ene any of the provisions of this section, is guilty of a offence and shall be Liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 1en Thousand Naira (Nl0,000.00) only or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years or both suc4 .fine and imprisonment. 
(b) Where a body corporate, organisation or company contravenes, attempts to contravene, aids or a bates any 

other person, body corporate or organisation to contravene any of the provisions of this section, it is guilty of an offence and on conviction, it shall be liable to a fine of Five Hw1dred Thousand Naira (NS00,000.00) only (c) In addition, any person or persons who is directly involved in the operation of the company ororgaoisation shall pay a fine. of Ten Thousand Naira (NI0,000 .00) only or two years imprisonment or both such fine and imprisonment. 

SECTION24 
(!) The Ministry shall develop programmes for protecting the State's reparian forest, wetland and coastal zones. 
(2) The ministry shall develop plans to 

Protectio11 of 
reparia11 forests etc. 
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,1's'b wildlife sanctuaries in · ioratiou with organisations like the rlt!WiidlifeFuad [ntemational 
' 'WF-I). 

use of protected or preserved area or any \5r1· that have adverse impact on or is ··~~le of Impacting adversely on same '.iatti-act a fine, the total sum of which i}:n-~t • be less than the sum of the 
t ifi<:d value of such adverse effect, in ildiliofa to the cost of mitigating the said ·'ffect as is reasonably assessed by the .·· ., ·stry. 

.;.=-· -.:.,-:,, .. 
"~:. SECTION 25 "' ·-e .Ministry shall in collaboration with the ESREA demand and process ··<firon.mental impact assessment: 
J'ilPr to approval and issuance of ' '.' !)nstruction permits for some ., :(JJ·'.roicicts/enterprises such as hospitals, ~ ~,c;: ,~ J 

".,,,,.::'1.trdustries, petrol stations, estates, _:i: :· , layouts, markets and such other \ . exploratory activities like mining, - ., drilling, strip mining, quarrying and ,;i:~ ·.,. • other projects/enterprises as may be. -:--, • :· ' specified by"the 1v1in.istry; 
:<::.(b) Prior to acquir,.ng land for project that "' • will have a significant, impact on the State's environment. 
~ere such project/enterprise is already in {,ixisteoce before the enactment of this Law, "•- : ~-;l\"1µ1.istry shall by a letter under the hands :-.•t.· 
~~~ 
~~.\-

Enl'iron111c11tal 
[mpact Assessmcflt 
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(3) 

of the Commissioner or any other authorized officer of the ministry require the Director, Manager or any other person or persons responsible for the day to day running of such project or enterprise to carry out an environmental audit on such project or enterprise and submit a report to the Ministry within such time as may he stipulated by the Ministry. Any person who in violation of the provisions of subsection ( l) of this section, obtains or aid the issuance Construction Permit without !be requisite environmental impact assessment as may be required under this Law or any other regulation hereunder is guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exce~ding Twenty Thousand Naira (N20,000.00) only orto imprisonment for a term of 3 years or both such fine and imprisonment Where a corporate body is convicted of this offence, it shall pay a fine not exceeding Two Hundred Thousand Naira (N200,000.00) only. (4) Any persons who ignores, refuses or neglect to abide with the letter issued under sub-section (2) of this section is guilty of an offence and shall on convjction be liable to -a fine not exceeding Fifty Thousand Naira 

(5) 

(N50,000.00) only or imprisonment for a team of one year or both such fine and imprisonment. 
Where the offence committed under sub section ( l) relates to the carrying out of 

:;;f~· .. .. ....... . 

rno:-YI STATi r:.-.,·mol\Ml:1',TAL PROTECTIO~ LAW. 2015 

t<m' .activities, the offender shall in 8'itto the punishment stipulated in '-;'
0ection (3) of this section, be liable to a 'fin~ ~fTen Thousand Naira (NI0,000.00) ~i:-uy for every site that is mined or drilled • i.th-out an environmental impact -~\:ssment or environmental audit report. · •· er.:!e:,::.e, __ corporate body ignores the ~§iob. of sub-section (2) of this section, .$h~11 pay a fine not exceeding Two imdred Thousand Naira ( N200,000.00) 

.i.r,;,. 

.¥· ' 
:•t----~ 

SECTION26 .¼r:-
Yhe'-·.Ministry shall regulate, enforce and 'Cil~ers restoration of all lands in the State .foilowing any meaning drilling, c;uarrying :6rstrui mining activities. ,' y ·pefson, body c;orporate, organisation _ '-·r-iostitution that refuses to comply with the ;¥irustry's directives on restoration of land .J".olJ.q\_1/ing exploration, is guilty of a., :offence and shall u;;on com·iction be liable "'.•· ofifuie which shall not exceed one and half :""ti.~{e; 

0

the cost of restoration of such ia.,d, but not exceeding Two Hundred Thousand • ~200,000.00)only. 

Ofier.ces 
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PART fV 
ENFORCEMENT POWERS 

SECTION27 
([) For the purpose of enforcing this Law, the Establislt111e11t of Commissioner may set up a Compliance co111plia11ce Monito ring Team (CMT) Comprising mo11it_ori11g team personnel with specialised knowledge in natural or physical sciences, engineering environmental science, microbiology and legal matters. 

(2) The Compliance Monitoring Team may with or without warrant: 
(a) require the production for examination 

and copies of any licence, permits, 
certificates or other documents required 
under this Law or any regulations made thereunder; and 

(b) require the production for examination, 
may appliances, device or other items 
used in :-elation to the ;;,ovisions oftt:s 
Law of any regulation made thereunder. 

SECTION28 
(1) Any authorised officer, where he has Power to enter seia reasonable grounds for believing that an and arrest offence has committed or is being committed under this Law or any oilier regulation made hereunder, may without warrant: 

44 CllOl•iYI STATE Eh'VffiONMENTAL 
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·:·:Jll1d ~earch any land, buildi11g, 
• ·:qle, l ent, vessel, floating craft or 

. ~-• inland water or other structure • ··'whatsoever; 
. ,) . conduct test and collect specimens of ·.:'.)1fu3r-substance relating to the offence ~j~:,-,,,luch are found on the land, building, 

)Wl.e, tent, vessels, iloating craft or 
'4'iif -~land water or other structure 
x'~liatsoever; 
i1LUse to be arrested any person who he :ifih'as•;feason to believe has committed -~ -

-'i:'1such offence; and 
i{i:Q~:~~!-Ze or impound any item, substance, ¥':.';·:e·qu\pment or device which he has 

?{, ';;:;reason to believe has been used in the -~( ,~.commission of such offence or in f~- >,respect of which the offence has been • .\~~o:inmitted. 
".'.11/.ri~cn receipt sha lI be issued for all ~6ps:Cor:items seized under sub-section (1) 
-~ .. section and the grounds for the s.e1zure shal I be stated on the rccei pt. 

.. 4]Lexpenses incurred by the Ministry m ..,· apy legal action shall be defrayed by the ;. -ipstitution visited or owner of such property ::- spected and shall be added in the cost '. 1twarded against the instruction. 
. RR) Where the item or substance seized • • un de r th is section or any other • ·--·provision of this Law is not claimed 

witb..in 30 days of such seizure, the 
;;;: Ministry may, at any time thereafter, ;';--ruspose such item or substance by the ./ pfocess ofpublic action sales. -.. l, · ··, 
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(b) The proceeds from auctioning such 
items or substance shall be paid into the 
fund of the Ministry. 

46 

SECTION29 
(1) Anypersouwho: 

(a) Willfully obstructs any authorised officer of the tvf.inist:Iy from exercising 
any of the powers conferred on him by 
this Law; or 

Obstructio11 of 
e11/orce111e11f officers 

(b) fails to comply with any lawful enquiry 
or investigation that is being conducted 
by any authorised officer or any 
requirements stipulated in Section 28 subsection (1) of this Law is guilty ofan 
offence and s~alt on conviction be 
liable to a fine not exceeding Fifty 
Thousand Naira (NS0,000.00) only or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding 
two years or both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

(2) Where the offender is a body corporate, 
partnership, organisation or institution, it shall be liable to a fine not exceeding NS00 .000 .00 and for every other subsequent offence to a tine not exceeding One Hundred Thousand Naira 

(NI 00,000.00) only. 

SECTION30 
(I) If any person knowingly or recklessly Misreprese11tatio11 makes statement in purposed compliance and impersonation with the requirements of the Law and 

EBONYJ STATE £1WLRON~IEl\'TA L 
~========-~~=~==~.;P,;;R,;;,01;,;'E;;;C;;T;;;lO~N~Li~\~W;;_;, 2~J;,;15~==c=-.£. 

-~ 

'iei:finfonnation wbich is false, such a 
rs0rt'is guilty of an o:/Ience and shall on liv1:cti6ii.be Liable to a .fine of not less than ,,, Fifty Thousand Naira (N50,000.00) only or :· :a tenn of imprisonment not e~cccdi.ng •• •.)Y.$~ <?r both such fine and imprisonment. ,z\ny person who falsely represents himself '· ti?~,;-~jl):lthorise officer of the Ministry a-assumes to do any act ofto attend lo any 0 ·::-j:or the purpose of doing any act on ,a'jt' ~fthe Ministry is guilty of an offence · •it.shall on conviction be liable to ¥piisonment for a term not exceeding 5 x.e~~s or a fine not exceeding Fifty Thousand Naira (N50,000.00) only or both 

~1;1c~ /.foe-and imprisonment. ,c..· .... 

.:~~-- · ~' 
SECTION31 

~)an, authorised officer is not in uniform ••,1.4, -

·,a~ting under the provisions of this Law, he _, u dem·aod, declare his office and produce 
.. i:i?~~~~n ag:i.inst ~horn he is taking action, :.::identification or written authority as may .qhably be sufficient to show that he is an -~~se officer for the purpose of this ~aw. 

SECTION32 

A utlzorized officers 
to disclose idc1:tity 

···Mh-ustry may mmates proceedings and Power to seal in an order from the state Environment premises :~jon Court of coordinate jurisdiction 
~shed under this Law to seal up the , ·_of any person if: 

,:~nistry is satisfied that ther person or 
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body lrns failed refused or neglected lo take 
any step to meet the environmental 
protection standards set by e ither the 
NESREA or in pursuance to the Law; or 

(b) the person or body corporate or institution 
has failed or neglected to c omply with a 
letter from the Ministiy requesti11g that ru1 

SECTION33 

(1) No suit against the 1-~s_try_or against any Legal proceedings 
member, officer or· employee of the 
Minisuy in respect of any act, neglect or 
default done or committed or omitted to be 
done id.bis capacity as sucbJllember, officer 
or employee shall lie or be instituted in any 
court. Unless it is commenced within three 
months from the date of the occurrence of 
the act, neglect or default, or in the case of a 
continuance of damage or injury, within 
three months immediately after cessation. 

(2) No suit shall be commenced against the 
Ministry or any member, officer or 
employee of the Ministry in respect of any 
act, neglect or default done or committed or 
omitted to be done by him as such member, 
officer or ernployeeoftlfeMinistry until at 
least one month after the service on the 
Ministry, me;nber, officer or employee of a 
written notice by or on behelfthe intending 
Plaintiff of his intention to commence the 
suit, stating 
(i) the cause ofaction; 

... , 

EnSN 
tllON\' I STATJ; lcNVIRONME-"TAL 
__ 1~O~.201s 

esPa.rticulars of claim; 
, thenameandplaceofabodeofthe 

·:,=-jntending plaintiff; anci 
}therelicfclaimed. 
·~,notice referred to i.n sub-section (2) of 
·s ~e?,tion and any summons, notice or 

~,ifecwnentrequired or authorized to be 
~9;011 the Ministry or on the member 

.R.~rjii- cmploye~ of the Ministry may: 
J-P.~~'here there 1s express provision to 
·cbhtrruy bcserved:-
:fkftie i\fuiistry by delivering it to the 

; -Qc?tj:imissioner or sending it by 
·;1,£,~gJstered post addressed to the 
;,~p~issioner at the Principal Officer 
r_1.q_~the Ministry; 
• ,_,_l,!hemcmber, officer or employee. 
?;/;::·F, 

.,jY: ~~it ~y or against the Ministry, the 
, -~' without prejudice to any other 

-~~'.;P,{seprnsenq:tion, be represented at 
.,. ,_:a- stage of the proceedings by any 
.:~~~ber, officer or employee of the 
~stry duly authorized i.t1 writing_ by the 
E~~!JlIIl.issi oner in that behalf. 

;-:.•. 

SECTION34 

.. , _an_y suit in which judgment is obtained 
_st the Ministry, execution. at'..achrnent 
recess in the nature thereof shall be 
.1. against the property of the Ministry. 

-:\--' 

Execution cgainst 
the property of the 
Ministry 

9 
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SECTION35 

50 

• ( J) Any person who contravenes any provision General Penalties 
of this Law or any regulation made 
hereunder is guilty of an offence and shall 
on conviction where no specific penalty is 
prescribed thereof, be liable to a fine not 
exceed ing Fi f ty T h o usan d Na,ira 
(NS0,000.00) only or imprisonment for 
a form not exceecliog two year or-both such 
fine and im prisoi:unent. 

(2) Any person, body corporate, F irm or 
institution who contravenes, fa ils or 
neglects to comply with any provisions of 
this Law for which no penalty has been 
prescribed shall h!=! liable on conviction to a 
fine not exceeding One Hundred Thousand 
(h100,000.00) only. 

(3) Any person, body corporate or firm or 
institution who knowingly consents to his 
land being used as a dumping ground for 
any waste product or substance as specified 
under the Law without approval of the 

• Ivlinistry, is guilty of an offence and shall on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding One 
Hundred Thousand Naira ( NI00,000.00) 

-·-on1y.------·- • ••• • • 

SECTION36 

(i) "\Ynere the contravention, non compliance Corporate Penalties 
o r offence against this Law or any 
regulations made thereunder bas been 
committed by a body corporate or by any 
member of a partnership or institution and 

~- -

CllONYlSTATE El\'VIRONMENTAL 
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·eir likes, every director or officer of the 
.;, body corporate, fi rm or partnership, 
·.: institution and other person or persons 

,;;, •. concerned with the managemem of such 
·jt:J inn or bus mess shall: 
-,"e.t_, (a) be liable on conviction to pay a fine not 

)0t~xceeding One Hundred Thousand Nairn 
\;,;{Nl00,000) only for such contravention, 
i-••.non compliance or offence; 
.'0, in a d dition be d irected to pay 

;;~:'.sompensation for damage resulting from 
~:t sych breach thereof; or 
:(s2, ·,repair and restore the polluted area to an 
'j;..·'<!cceptable level as may be approved by the 
f:2;:' }1'inistry. 

i;>Vided that Lfiere will be no liability if it is 
ovcd that: 
~ -.he/it used due diligence to ensure 

:,C· t ompliance with this Law; and 
)s'iici1 offence was committed wiil1out his/its 
~· )p1owledge, consent or connivance. 

SECTION37 

.. · ._/Ji:: or a person authorised by him on 
• • .e, of the Ministry may make regulations 

. y-Jor the purpose of this Law. 

SECTION38 

Power to //take 
regulations 

:.~;?n for an offence un.der the provisions Prosecution not to 
:_~ ~h1tl.l not operate as a bar to any civil operate as bar to 
- •• ;that may be instituted for damages civil proceedin[Js 

'ij~~4-in contravention of an.y of the 
'sLaw. 
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PARTV ESTABLISHMENT OF 
ENVfilONMENTAL PROTECTION COURT 

SECTJON 39 
There is hereby established a Court to be known as "Ebonyi State Environmental Protection Court" 

SECTION40 
(I) The Environmental Protection Court shall: ( a) be presided over by a Magistrate or 

(b) a Legal Practitioner of at least 7 years post call experience. 
(2) The Presiding Officer of the Court shall be' known as "The Chairman" and shall be appointed by the Governor of the State on the recommendation of the Honow-able Chief] udge ofEbonyi Stale. 

(3) The Honourable Chief Judge of Ebonyi State shall, for administrative convenience, demarcate the State into Zones and recommend any person who satisfies the .provisions of sub-section(]) of this section within such for appointment as Chairman ·of the Court fonhac zone. 

Establi:;hment of 
Ebonyi State 
ffnviro11111elt(a/ 
Protection Court 

Composition oftlw 
Court 

SECTION 41 

A Staff of the Ministry or any Legal Practitioner authorized by the Ministry shall serve as a 
Right of prosecution 

f.BSN 
rno--:v1 STI.TJ: E!1Tmo1'MEN l'AL 
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osecutor in the Environmental Court. 

SECTION 42 

The practice and proced urc of the Practice and Environmental Protection Cowt shall be in Procet/1,re conformity with the practice and procedure obtainable in Magistrates' Courts in the State, except that such practice and procedure shall be subject to such modifications as m ay be necessary for the smooth running of the Court. 
The Environmental Protection Court shall sit on all sanitation days and any other days of the v.reek that the Chairman shall designate as convenient and suitable or any other place as the Chairman may direct. 

SECTION 43 

No provisions of this Law shall be deemed Magistrate to try ·to preclude a Magistrate's Court frorn exercising jurisdiction on any offence created by this Law or any other Law. Subject to the provisions of this Law, the Chairman of the Environmental Protection ourt shall, for performing his functions, have all powers, privileges and immunities of magistrate under any Law in force in the State on environmental related matter only. 

SECTION44 

• • 0<;hairman of the Court shall be paid such ilemunerarion of ..,._ ces and ?.~~s ~ th~ yovemor ma~•-- the Cl:airma11 

53 
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deem fit. 

SECTION 45 
Where in course of trial or inquiry into any Reference matter brought before it by the Ministry, the j11risdictio11 Chairman of the Court discovers that the punishment provided for the particular offence ''. ,; 

exceeds One Million Naira (NI,000,000.00) __ : ~:- • ouly or 10 years imprisonment, .the Court-shall ' , . take cognizance of the matter and refer same to the appropriate court as provided in the Federal Environmental Protect.ion Agency Act, 1992. 

SECTIO1'i 46 

Stz11iug and 
Magistrate Courts J urisdictiou 

l 

(l) No provision in this Law shall be deemed to invalidate any proceeding, trial or orders of a Magistrate's Court issued before the constitution of the Environmental Protection Court in the State. (2) where such a Court had been so constituted in any zone in accordance with the provisions of section 40(3) of this Law, the provisions of this Law shal I not apply to bar any other Court from conducting any proceeding; · inquiry, trial or issuing any order on any civil or criminal matter created by this Law or any other Law in foe St.rte bordering on environmental protection or sanitation standards in the State. 

\ 
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PARTVI 
ESTABLISHME 1T OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND ZONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMITTEE 

SECTION47 
There shall be established in every Local Government Council of the State, a Local Government Environmental Protection Committee for the purposes of maintaining good environmental standards in its area of authority. 
The Local Government Environmental ,. Protection Commiuee shall comprise the following officers: • (a) the Chairman of the Committee who shall be the Local Government Chairman or his nominee; {b) the supervisors responsible for: (i) Works ai1d transport, (ii) Health, 
(iii) Education . (c) the most senior Environmentai/Health Officer in the Local Government Area; C-d) the Plan.riing Officer of the Local Government Area: ( e) the Zona! Officer of the Ministry; (f) Traditional Rulers of all the autonomous conmun.ities in the Local . Government Area or their nominees; ·::,~: (g)two representatives fro~ - _,·., - .c. cenvironmema! organization anai'or ·;:-,-,,k,i'°"other b~dies that have shown inrPr,.0 • ;_ 

r-~--:,,,;.-

Estahlishmeut of Committees ill tize Local Go,•emment Area 
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environmental Jllatters in the Local Government Area to be appointed by .the Chairman of the local government; and 
(h) the Local Government Information Officer. 

t. . . 

. .. :;.::irr} 
SECTION48 ~ .· 

f 
/ 

functionsoftheCoIIlll].i~,shallbe~ · -· -·' • ,.o·.: •. to identify, exrv.u-c,Diiiental :problems •~ .Jfecting the Couiicil fireaS and repottsanie . . : ptomptlytotheMinistrY; and · • ./ •• i.:');-i-=· • -19 assist in the en!igbtenment of the local • •. ):t,i{~· ~, · communities on the dangers of unhealthy ·}: ;:. • practices that co_uld _o·ccasion environmen~ problelllS 10 their Area. 

SECTI0N49 
c Local GovernmetJt Environmental • • ·ttee shall meet in every quarter of the year • :i at such other interv~s as the occasion ds. 

-(• 
SECTION SO 

·1· ,.,.,. . ... . . . . , . . . For the p~o~~ of discharging its functions 

f 
.:.effectively under this Law; the Ministry IlJ.1!V establish zonal Offices in each of the ~ _tl;r~e Senatorial zones in the State and such •otl,er semi urban or urban towns where hitense human activities necessitate its e~tablisbment. .. ; 

• :· .... ·.: . 
. .. . ."1/.:~!0 . 

. ·. 
•. ·_:_~➔-~~:}:~--~:~ __ 

Mutit1gJI#,·:. ·: 
commitfei. '. '/-_: • 

Esflzblishmott pf umaloffu:.es • 

6 
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"d}·· . fhe:-.• ~riai" office shall-be headed by an officer with relevant training/experience in environmental issues and with qualification not below National Diploma 

57 

SECTION51 
The functions of the zonal Officer shall be to: (a) co-ordinate the activities of the Local Government Environmental Committee and file monthly reports to the headquarters of the Ministry; 

Functions of vnial 
offices 

(b) act as the Ministry's representative in the Local Government Environmental Protection Committee; and . ( c) cany out other functions as may be directed by the Commissioner of the Ministry . 

SECTION52 
The provisions-contall¼ed in the first schedule of this Law shall apply to the proceedings of the Committees established under this Law or regulations made hereunder. 

SECTION53 

Supplmuntary 
proviswn related tq 
comnutJee's 
proceedings 

Generally the Governor shall specify the rates, R.ates,fees, etc. fees, fines and other charges that may be paid under this Law from time to time, subject to the confumationoftheStateHouseofAssembly. • 

----- ---- ------ -·-·---
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SECTION 54 ~ object and purpose of this Law is to 
.:~'.i!:sh Ebonyi State Environmental Protection 
~ other related matters Law. 

Object and purpose 

FJRST SCHEDULE (SECTION 51) 
SUP.PLEMENTARY PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO THE COMMITTEE'S 

.fROCEEDINGS 
Every meeting of the Committee shall be 
presided over by the Chairman or in his 
absence, ihe members present at the 
meeting shall elect one oftbeir members to 
preside at the meeting. 

' 
( 1) Al any meeting of the Committee every 
. • matter shall be decided by a majority of 

votes of the members presem and 
voting. 

"'.) Where the votes are equally divided the 
person presiding at such meeting shaU 

.1:iave as a second and casting vote. r, The Committee may make standing 
• l::ciers to provide for :he proper conduct 
of its proceedings or any other 
Committee thereof. -' S.',< members present at a meeting shall 

1 ft;?r:n a quorum. -'ff the Committee desires to obtain the 
aavice of any person on any particular 
rr¼i.'ter the Committee may co-opt that 

l • l 

J 
! 

3. 

4s►J»£◄t--i91ik£tS ◄ifl!l· 
m PTIPZZ72i'.&ci 

£801\'"\1 STATE &N\IIROI\MENTAL PROTECTION LAW. 2015 person to part1c1pate for as many 
meetings as may be necessary and ihat 
person while so co-opted shall have all 
the rights and privileges of a member 
except that be shall not be entitled to 
vote. 

59 

(I) (a) Subject to its standing orders the Arf-lroc Commitlee 

Committee may appoint such member asAd-hoc Committee as it thinks fit to consider and report on any matter with which the Committee is concerned. 

-----
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,-.~;:~rinted impression bas been compan:d by me with the Bill which has been passed 

int.'l Law by the Ebouyi Smte House of Assembly ml found by ,me to be a true and 

OG.-i'eet.) printed copy of the said Bill. 
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GOVERNOR EBONY! STATE OJ.l NIGERIA 
• l!liis .................... ...... dayof.. .............. ......................... ... 2015 -• 

·" .. 

. . 

:.,..· 
·•. •. 

EBSN EBON\'l ST..S.TE ENVm.o PROIEcnoN L,\.W, ~AL :•~1~~fif\\•. 
FORMD . . :,: .. ,. . . . . :.~~ Bill to which the Governor has by Letter Reference No. -~ . ·\. 

• ·······-··-····-·•· 
D.atcd this ................................... day of. Signified the withholdingofhis assent has again ~~·by .................................. 201s 

•. • 

thcHou.seofAsscnib1y 
ofEboi;iyi State otNigeria by a two third majority this 

· • · · ·. • · · ....................................... dayof 
• .. . .. ......................................... , ...... 201S 

CLERK OF EBONYI STATE HOUSE-­OF ASSEMBLY Dated atAbakaliki this ........................... day of. 
······• ......... ........... ......... 201s 

OR 
Passed by the House of Assembly of Ebooyi State fNi . • 

• • 
o igcna by a two third 

Ma ·tythis • ~on ............................... day of 
• ....... ............................ - .... 201S 

This printed impression has been carefully which~ been passed inlD Law by !be HouseCC:,=fu i:e with~ BiJJ 
ofN"igcn&andfuuodbymetobeatrueand=-1.. . Y t'EbooyjS!ate 

. ---~ill 
··:·~,. J)l'IIltedeopyoftbesaid 

Cl.ERK OF EBONYI STATE HOUSE OFASSEMBLY 'T-'.;_...;·.:· . . • • ............................. dayot: ..... .. I 
, ·;;,._ . .Ditcd 1his 

. .. A :: . .-.:.:.,...- - . .. -


