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Forcs/ry1 

CHAPTER S2 

FORESTRY 

Al.AW FOR TIIE l'RF.SERVATION ANU CoNTROLOF FORES'TS 

[I Febniary 1938) 

I. This Law may be cited as the Forestry Law. 

PART 1-PllELIMINARY 

7-5 1 

N:"11963, 
Cap. 44.• 
SS 2 of 
1982. 
SSLN I or 
1982. 
SS I or 
1993. 

Da1t> or 
commcnce­
mcnl. 

Short title. 

2. In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires:- lnt<rprcta• 

"cattle" includes sheep, goats, horses, mules, donkeys and ~~ of 
camels; ~•f'of 

.. chairman of the local government" means the chairman of 1993. 

the local government council of the area within which the 
area, or the council in question, is situated; • 

"communal forestry area" means any land within the area 
occupied by a local community which land is constituted a 
communal forestry area under this Law; 

"Commissioner" means the State Commissioner for the time 
being charged with responsibility for forests; 

"community" means any group of persons occupying any 
lands in accordance with and subject to CUS!omary law; 

"enclave" means an area completely surrounded by a forest 
reserve and excluded from that forest reserve by an order 
made under this Law; 

'The aumberiag of the sections has been retain~ 

.. 
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•• fort·st .. inducl-..:s Go, cnu ,;cnt forest I c:st:rYc~ nnd uroter( •J 
forests. local go,cnnnc111 fi.:rcst reserves and prntected fon·sts. 
:1nd commun.:11 furl'~try an:~ts; 
" forest gro\\ih" inclucfes anythjng growi ng or 10 b~ P.rown 011 
land other th .n agricultural crops: -

"forestr~ officer" means any officer of the Forestn· Division of 
the J\!nmt~ of Animal and Forest Resoures o~ anv officer 
appo1n1e_d. llllder sertion 3 for the purpose of gi\'ing effect 10 
the pro,·1,1on, of tlm Law: 
'· forest produce·· includes:­

(a) 

(//) 

t imber •. firewood, rharcoal. mbber, guna percha. latex, 
wood 01I. gum, resrn. natural varnish. tanning extracts, 
tanning barks, fruns. fibres. bark and lac. 
whether found in or brought from a forest or not; and 
(i) trees and all other parts or produce of trees not 

01henvisc herein mentioned; 
(ii) plants, including climbers and grasses, creepers 

and all parts or produce of such plants: 
(iii) 
(iv) 

wood ashes; 

peat surface soil and minerals other than minel"lls 
within the meaning of any enactment regulating 
the working of minerals: 

(v) gravel, limestone. rock and lateritc: 

(vi) honey. beeswax. guano, silk-cocoons. humus and 
all produce from animals, 

when found in or broue.ht from a forest' 
.:forestry property'· means ;ny stock, store~ or materials 
owned by Government or a local government and used or 
1111endcd to be used in any forest operations or anv forcstrv 
work. and includes b_oundary marks and pillars, bo~ndary dr 
survey beacons or signs. name plates, machinerv. scientific 
111strumcms. implements, tools. buildings. te~ts. fences. 
veh 1cles. roads and bridges and canle: 

"forest resen·e·· means an)' area constituted a foresi reserve 
under the Law or under any enactment repealed by this Law, 
which shall not have ceased lo be a fo rest rcscn•e under any 
enactment; 

.. girth' ' means the c.ireumstance of a tree measured either a t a 

T 
f esuy 

height 1..,ffcur frcl _;ix ii 1<.:h~s fro;n th1• grcm or tiftlt~ H'C- t: 
huttrL·s,ed '10\'e that h~ight) measured OP,' foot ,t,o, <' 
where the 1i ·_:iles1 b111trcss merge;, with the hole: 
.. inqmry'· means any inquiry b) a reserve !-cttknwnt olhL.:1: 
"land, at the disposal of the Government" means :t11) land, 
which the state h:is acquired or ma) acquire b) agreement or 
otherwise and includes lands leased to the Go,crnm,·n t: 
·•minor fo rest produce•· means any forest produce 01!:cr than 
timher: 
·' pro1cc1cd forest .. includes:-

(a) any area declared to be. or constituted as protected 
forest under this Law: 

(b) an) area proposed 10 be reserved. the preliminary 
notice in regard to which has already been published: 

'·protected tree" or '·protected minor forest produce" means 
~ny species of tree or any minor forest produce declared by the 
prescribed person to be protected under this Law; 
" timber'' includes all trees. whether standing, fallen or felled , 
stumps of trees and all wood, whether or not cut up or 
fashioned or hollowed out for any purpose; 
"to take minor forest produce•· includes to cut. collect. gather 
or remo"c such produce: 
"to take timber'' means to fel l. lop or girdle trees or to car~• 
away anv timber from the lands upon which the trees have 
fall~n o; been felled, whether the trees haYc been felled by 
cutting or by removing the soH from the roots or by any other 
method or combination of methods: 
"tree" includes palms; 
"working plan·· means any plan of operations or work on any 
area whether in a forest or not so decided upon and described 
as such by the Chief Conservator of Forests. 

3. The Civil Service Commission or the Local Government 
Service Board, may appoint such officers as may be considered 
necessary for the purpose of giving effect lo the provisions of this 
Law . . 

•\ ppcint­
mcnt of 
forestry 
uffictn . 
SSLN I of 
1982 . 
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Go\'crr::,; 
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of intention 
to crca1c a 
reserve and 
appoi1Umcn1 
of reserve 
sc11lcmcn1 
officer. 

PART 11-Sn, !AL PROVISIO:-iS RF.U TING TO GOVER.'<MB>"'l' Fn"1:oT 

RcSEKVcS AND GOVER.'1~:o,, PROTEC:TF.D FORESTS 

4.-( l) It shall be lawful for the Governor to constitute as 
Government forest reserves any of the following lands:-

(a) lands at the disposal of Government; 
(b) any lands in respect of which it appears to the Governor on 

the advice of the Chief Conscn·ator of Forests that the forest 
growth on such lands should be protected or reserved or 
forest growth be established. • 

(2) The Governor may by notice in the State Gazette declare 
any such lands lo be a Government protected forest. 

Preliminary Procedure for Constituting Government Forest 
Reserves 

S.-(1) Before constituting any lands a Government forest 
reserve a notice shall be published by the Governor in the State 
Gazette:- . 

(a) specifying as nearly as may be the situation and limits of the 
• lands; 

(b) declaring that the lands now form a protected forest; 
(c) declaring whether the lands are at the disposal of the 

Government or are lands coming within section 4{l)(b); 
(d) declaring that it is intended to constitute such lands a 

Government forest reserve, either for the general purposes 
of Government or for the particular use and benefit, wholly 
nr in part, of any class of persons or for the benefit of any . 
community or authority; 

(e) appointing an officer, hereinafter referred to as the reserve 
settlement officer, to inquire into and determine the 
existence, nature and extent of any rights claimed by or 
alleged to exist in favour of any person or communities or 
brought 10 the knowledge of the said officer affecting the 
lands or any other rights .in or over the la.ids which it is 
proposed to constitute a Government forest reserv~. 

(2) If for any reason the reserve settlement officer appointed 
under this section is unable to perform his duties, the Governor 
may, by notice in· the State Gazette, appoint any person· to act on 
his behalf or as his successor; such notice may have retrospective 
effect for a period not exceeding one month. • 

Forcs/ly [CAP. 52 

6. Upon publ!<. :ition ,f 1h~ notice ~~foresaid tht: rcstrvc ~~~t°~-~f 
settlement officer ~ball:- . 

(a) immediately cause the puticula:s c?nta_inc-u ~her~••• to be 
made known in the district or d1stncts m "lac~ the lands 
arc situated by causing the same 10 be read and 11:terpret~d 
in the local language in e\·ery area court m t,be said d1~tnct 
or districts and also by, as far as he considers essenual, 
infonning the chiefs of the commun.ities dwelhn:; on, and 
the local government having Junsd1ct10n over, the lands 
aforesaid in writing: and 

(b) fix and, in the manner aforesaid, mak~ known a period 
within which and a place to or at which any person or 
communitv claiming any right or rights in . or over or 
affecting the lands which it is proposed to cons111u1c a.forest 
reserve shall either send in a wrillen statement of claims to 
him or appear before him and state orally the nature and 
extent of their alleged rights. 

The Inquiry 

7 .-{ 1) As soon as possible after the expiration of the period ~~r 
fixed by the reserve selllement officer he shall:- se1t1emcn1 

(a) inquire into and determine the limits of the lands specified f~;,;.• 
in the notice aforesaid; and 

(b) determine the nature and ext~nt of any claims or alleged 
rights affecting the land which have been preferred or 
brought to his notice. 

(2) The reserve settlement officer shall keep a record in writing 
of:-

(a) all such claims and alleged rights; . 
(b) all objections which may be made·to such chums or alleged 

rights; and . . 
(c) any evidence in support of or in opposiuon to any claim or 

alleged right. 

8. For the purposes of the inquiry the reser:ve ~ttlement officer !:.,., 
shall have all the powers conferred upon a D1stnct Judge. o~ '°· . 

have Judicial -
powas. 

il 
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9. The reserve settlement officer may at any time during the 
inquiry join any number of claims or sever any claims joined and 
in hisjudgmcn! may give a decision which may join an>· number of 
claims or sever any claims whic_h were formerly joined. 

Judgment 

10.-( I) Upon the completion of the inquiry,. the reserve 
settlement officer shall deliver his judgment, describing the limits 
of the land specified in the notice aforesaid and setting forth, with 
all such particulars as may be necessary to define their nature, 
duration, incidence an,d extent, all claims and alleged rights 
preferred or brought to his knowledge in respect of the lands and 
ad milling or rejecting the same wholly or in part, and shall file it at 
the Land Registry. 

(2) A notice shall be published in the State Gai:ette specifying 
the land which it is intended to reserve, the privileges conceded in 
respect of such land and stating the special conditions inlended ·to 
govern the reservation thereof. In addition such notice shall be 
made known so far as may be practicable to every person who, and 
the bead of any community which, preferred any claim or in 
respect of which any claim was brought to the knowledge of the 
reserve settlement officer. 

Appeal 

11.-(1) Any person who has made a claim on bis own behalf, 
or where a claim bas been made on behalf of a community that 
person or the representative of that coll)Jilunity may, within three 
months of the date of delivery ofthejudgment, appeal to a District 
Judge against that portion of the reserve settlement officer's 
judgment which affects his claim or the claim made on behalf of 
the community which he represents. 

(2) An appeal shall lie to the High Court within whose area of 
jurisdiction the forest reserve is situate from a decision of a 
District Judge on appeal against the judgment of the reserve 
settlement officer within thirty days of the date of the decision · 
appealed against. The deci.siod of the High Court shall be· final. 

·I 
I 
I 

i 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
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COIISlitutiOII ,._r the F ores1 Re.<erre 

J 2.-( J) The Gove~nor m_ay make an ord~r co,1,lituting the 8:.".:'n~~:h• 
lands in respect of which an mqu1ry has been held a Government con>titnting 

forest reserve ai the expiration of three momhs from the date of the rom, 
publi<-ation of the notice in the State Gazette under section 10: rcsme. 

Provided that if an appeal has been made against the judgmcnt 
of the reserve settlement officer no such order shall be made until 
such appeal has been determined or until the expiration of thc 
time within which an appeal may be laid. 

(2) Such order shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (3), 
set forth:-

(a) the limits of the lands which constitute the reserve; and 
(b) all rights affecting the same as set forth in the judgment of 

the reserve settlement officer or established by the court 
upon appeal from such judgment; and 

(c) such additional rights as the Governor shall consider it just 
and equitable to allow notwithstanding that such rights have 
not been allowed in the judgment of the reserve se\llement 
officer. 

(3) Such·order shall not include therein such rights as may have 
been allowed by the reserve settlement officer but which have ~een 

. subsequently modified or extinguished as hereinafter pr_ovtded 
and where the boundaries of the reserve have been modified as 
hereinafter provided the order shall set forth the boundaries as 
subsequently determined. 

(4) Such order shall be published in the State Gazette and made 
known in the same manner as was the judgrnent of the reserve 
settlement officer. 

(5) From the.date of the publication of such order in the State 
Gazette such lands shall be a Government forest reserve. 

( 6) Anv order made under this section may be revised or 
modified· by the Governor and such revision or modification may 
be given retrospective effect. 

• (7) In any revision or modification made by the Governor under 
subsection (6) the Governor may, after such inquiry, if any, as he 
shall in his discretion think fit:-
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(a) c_~ercisc 1!1c JJOWers confcned upon him by subp:iragraph 
(11) of sccuon 1:1; and 

(b) add_ su~h addition~! rights as he shall consider it just and 
cqunablc to allow norwithstanding thllt such rights had nCll 

• been allowed in the judgement of the reserve settlement 
officer. 

Modification of the Resen•e Seulement Officer's Judgment 
. 13 • . Whe~e the reserve settlement officer has admitted wholly or 
111 part any nght or claim and in the opinion of the Commissioner 
the exercise of such right or claim or any part thcreof:-

(a) would stultify the objects of any forest reserve; . 
(b) would seriously hinder the efficient working of any forest 

reserve; or 
(c) would do serious damage to any forest reserve; 

the Commissioners:-
(i) may extinguish any such rights or claims a:tci shall 

either give monetary compensation, or grant in 
exchange similar rights on other similarly situated land 
either within or without the final boundaries of the 
forest reserve; or 

(ii) may confine or restrict any rights or claims to certain 
areas either within or without the forest reserve or the 
exercise of such rights to certain times of the year; or 

(iii) may _ado_pt wholly or in part any one or any 
combmauon of the above methods of dealing with the 
matter. 

14. If t~e reserve settlement officer bas admitted wholly or in 
part any nghts on any area which in the opinion of the Chief 
Conservator of Forests could be excised from the reserve without 
materially altering or stultifying the objects of the reserve the 
Governor may so amend the boundaries of the reserve that such 
areas are excluded from the reserve or he may create such ex·cluded 
areas or enclaves within the boundaries of the reserve: 

Provided that in altering the external boundaries of the ~rve 
the offi~r shall not_ include any area which lies outside the original 
~oundanes set o~t in the notice of the prvposed reserve published 
m a<;cordance wtth the provisions of section 5. _ ,_ . 

i 

I .. 

Forcsiry 

Fur/iwr Pro,·isioli.~ :.fJcc;i11g Rights 

15. Jn anv Government forest reserve the Comm:,sion:.-r may 
close any ri!:i11 of way or watcrconrsc: 

Provided that in his opinion another right of way or watercourse 
equally convenient already exists or is provided. • 
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t6 Evcrv right in nr over land in respect of which no claim ~~~~~;:ih• 
shall.have been made to the reserve settlement officer, or of which revival of 

no knowledge shall have been acquired b)' that officer before rigt,1s. 
delivery of his judgment shall be extinguished: 

Provided that if any person shall, within one year of the date of 
delivery of the linaljudgment, claim and satisfy the Commissioner 
that he was possessed of a right in respect of which he might have 
made a claim, and that through ignorance of the fact t~at an 
inquiry was being held or for other sufficic_nt reason he faded to 
make such claim, the Commissioner may duect:-

(a) that such right shall be revived; or 
(b) that such claim shall be modified or extinguished in 

accordance with the provisions of section 13. 

17. If any right within a forest reserve shall not have been Non-<Acn:isc 
exercised for a period of ten years it shall be deemed to be of ngt,ts. 
extinguished. 

18. It shall not be lawful for any person to alie~te any right, ~•may 
affecting land included in a forest reserve, which bas been 001 be 
established before the reserve settlement officer or before a court al!mated 
under section 11 or revived under section 16, by sale, mortgage or ;:::::;:: of 
transfer without the consent of the Commissioner first had and the . 

obtained. Anv such sale, mortgage or transfer effected without = ... 
such consent shall be null and void . 

19. During the pcri~d bet"'.et:n the _dates of the publication by ~:':7,, be 
the Governor of the nouce of hts mtenuon to create a Government acquiml in 
forest reserve and of the order of the Governor constituting the ~.'!.\:'.\'!i • 
reserve:- =· 

(a) no right shall b.e acquire~ in or over the la~d comprised :=~~th
' 

within such notice otherwise than by sucCCSSJon or_under a 
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grant or contract in writing entered into with the approv2I of 
the Governor; and 

(b) save as hereinafter provided:-
(i) no new house shall be built; 

(ii) no tree shall be cut; and 
(iii) no forest produce shall be removed: 
Provided that nothing in this section shall be deemed to 

prohibit any act done with the permission in writing of the 
local government or a forestry officer of a rank not below that 
of assistant conservator of forests. • 

Miscellaneous 
20. Repealed by SSLN I of 1982. 
21. The Governor may by order direct that from a date named 

therein any lands or any part thereof constituted a Government 
forest resen·e under section 12 shall cease to be a Government 
forest reserve or a pan of such reserve and thereupon from such 
date such lands shall cease to be a Government forest reserve or a 
part of such reserve: 

Provided that the rights, if any, which may have been 
extinguished therein shall not revive in consequence of such 
cessation. 

PART III-SPECIAi. PROVISIONS REL\TING TO LocAL GOVERNMENT 

FORESI" REsEilVES . 

Constitution of Reserves 
22. It shall be lawful for a local goveroment, by order made 

with the approval of the Commissioner, to constitute as a local 
governmental forest reserve and land lying within the area of its 
jurisdiction. 

Procedure 
23.-{ I) No lands shall be constituted a local government forest 

reserve under section 22 unless and until:-
(a) the intention to constitute such lands a local government 

forest reserve has been announced by the local government 
in a manner approved by the Commissioner; and 

(b) the existence, nature and extent of any rights claimed by or 
allc;ged to exist in favour of any persons or comniunities 

:1 
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afTr.cting the lands which it is proposed to cc,11.,titutc a it;cal 
government forest rcscn·c has been inquii cd into an.I deter­
mined by or under the direction of the local government. 

(2) The anuounc~mcnt referred to in this section shall require 
all claimants to put forward their claims within three months. 

(3) All claims not put forward within three months of the 
announcement shall be invalid: 

Provided that the provisions of the proviso to section I 6 shall 
apply to local government forest reserves, mutatis mutandis. 

(4) If the inquiry made in acceptance with paragraph (b) of 
subsection (I) discloses the existence of any rights in any area 
which in the opinion of the Chief Conservator of Forests could be 
excluded in whole or in part from the resen·c without materially 
altering or stultifying the objects of the reserve, the Commissioner 
may so amend the boundaries of the reserve that such areas are 
excluded from the reserve or he may create such excluded areas as 
enclaves within the boundaries of the reserve: 

Provided that in altering the external boundaries of the reserve 
the Commissioner shall not include any area which lies outside the 
boundaries of the proposed reserve as announced in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of subsection (I). 

(5) At any time either before or after an order has been made 
under section 22, the Commissioner, after refercoce to the Chief 
Conservator of Forests, may cause a further inquiry to be held by 
or under the direction of the local government or by any other 
person for the better determination of the rights affecting the land 
which it is proposed to constitute or which has been constituted a 
local government forest reserve. 

76 1 

24. Every order under section 22 constituting a local govern- Order con­
men! forest reserve shall, after approval by the Commissioner, be ~t•1 _ 

published in the State "Gazette and shall set forth the limits, ment fa;:; 
situation and approximate area of the lands which constitute the reserve. 
local government forest reserve and all rights affecting the same as 
determined under the provisions of section 23 . 

• ". 
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25. No order under section 22 constituting a local g,.,,crntncnt 
forest reser, e shall be published in the Stat~ Gazelle or he of any 
effc~t unless and until it has received the approval in writing oft he 
Co111missioncr which approval may be grnnted or withheld or 
granted on such conditions as the Commissioner may in his 
absolute discretion consider necessary. 

26.-(1) A local government by order published in tk State 
Gazette may revise or modify any order made under section 22 so . 
thal the rights affecting the land set forth in the order constituting 
the reserve shall accord with the determinations or any further 
inquiry held under the provisions of subsection (5) of section 23 
and any rights declared invalid by subsection (3) of section 23 may 
be revived by an order under this section. 

(2) The provisions of section 25 shall apply to an order made 
under this section in like manner as if to an order under section 22. 

Provisions Affecting R_ights in Local Government Ri/serves 
27. Every right in or over land within an area constituted a 

local government forest reserve under section 22, other than the 
rights set fonh in the order constituting such reserve, shall be 
extinguished upon the coming into operation of the order, save as 
provided in section 23. 

28. It shall not be lawful for any person to alienate any right in 
or over land within an area constituted a local government forest 
reserve under section 22 by sale, mortgage or transfer without the 
consent of the local government which constituted such local 
government forest reserve or within whose jurisdiction it is 
situated. Any such sale, mongage or transfer effected without such 
consent shall be null and void. 

29. A local government may by order made· with the approval 
of the Commissioner direct that from the date name<l therein any 
lands or any part thereof constituted a local government forest 
reserve under section 22 shall cease to be a local government forest 
reserve or a part of such reserve and thereupon from such date 
such lands shall cease to be a local government forest reserve or a 
pan of such reserve: • 

1 

l 
I 

iCAP. 52 
----------- ---- ---- ------- ------- -

Prn,·ictcc! that the rights, if any, which may kl\·e 1,.-,-n e, ·, ,~. 
uishcd therein shall not revive in consl"qucncc~ of sue-:: ~ess, -:in. 

PAlff IV-GOVEllNMEM'l" FOllfST RcSF.llVES c o;,VF.llTED TO LOCAi. 
GOVERNMENT !'ORES!" RESER\'l,S 

30. It shall be lawful for the Governor by order published-in the Power ,u 

State_ Gazette to dcc~are that any Government for~st re_servc ~t,~~~;isi­
constttutcd under section 4 shall from :, date 10 he specified m the '™'""cs 
order become a local government reserve or be divided up into two ~~~?,:~~~nt 
or more fore,t reserves, all or any of which shall become local authos ity 

government forest reserves. Thereupon all the preceding pro- ~~~,:, .. _ 
visions of this Law relating to local government forest reserves 
constituted under section 22 shall so far as possible apply to any so 
declared local government forest reserve as if it had been consti-
tuted a lo,al governm~nt forest reserve by the local government 
within whose jurisdiction it is situated; 

Provided that the rights recogniud in the order under section 12 
by which such forest reserve was constituted a Government forest 
reserve shall continue to be recognized together with all other 
lawful existing rights: 

Pro,;ded funher that no rights acquired by the Government 
under any of the provisions or this Law or of any Law repealed by 
this Law shall be thereby extinguished. 

PART V-LocAL GovER.-.MENT PROTECTED FORESTS 
31.-{I) Any local government with the approval of the Com- PTOttttcd 

missioner may, from time to time by notice, declare any land forests. 
within its jurisdiction a local government protected forest. 

(2) Every notice shall be made public in the area to which it 
relates in the same manner as are by-laws of the local government 
for that area. 

32. A local government authority with the approval or the Po•·er to 
Commissioner may declare bv notice in the State Gazette that withdf'!w 
from the date named therein any land which has been declared a protm,on. 

• protected forest under section 31 shall cease to be a protected 
forest and thereupon such land shall cease to be a protected forest: 

Provided that the rights, if any, which may have been extingu­
ished therein shall not revive in consequence of such cessation. 

~ 
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PART \' 1- AD~tlSIST;<ATIO J OF )..OCAL GoVERJ<MENT FORE!' r 
i{ESERVES 

33.-( I) The protection. control and management uf a local 
eovernmcnt forest reserve shall be undenaken by 1he local govern­
ment constituting it, or within whose jurisdiction it it situaied, 
subject to the supervision and control of the Commissioner 
exercised with the advice of the Chief Conservator of Forests. 

(2) Such protection, control and management may, upon a 
notification 10 that effect being published in the State Gazette, be 
placed temporarily under the guidance and direction of the Chief 
Conservator of Forests either at the request of the local govern­
ment concerned, or upon the instructions of the Commissioner if 
he is of the opinion that such a step is necessary· or expedient for 
ensuring the proper and sufficient protection, control and manage­
ment of such local government forest reserve. 

(3) Any local government forest reserve placed temporarily 
under the guidance and direction of the Chief Co~ervator of 
Forests in pursuance of the provisions of subsection (2) shall. be 
protected, controlled and managed on behalf and for the benefit of 
the local government concerned. 

PART VII-COMMUNAL FORESTRY AREAS 

34. Any local government at the request of any community 
within the area of its jurisdiction may, with the approval of the 
Commissioner for Local Government in consultation with the 
Ministry responsible for forests declare any lands within the area 
occupied by such local government a communal forestry area. 

35. Such declaration shall be made known in the same manner 
as local government by-laws are made known to persons ordinarily 
subject to the jurisdiction of a local government coun and also by 
posting a notice setting forth the situation, extent and limits of the 
communal forestry area outside the office or other meeting place of 
the local government. • 

36. A communal forestry area shall be managed and controlled 
by the community acting on the advice of the local government 
and the forestry ~fliccr. • 

4t 
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3i.-{I) A lvc.:I g<,vcrnm<'nt with the approval vf th~ Commis­
sioner may make rules for Local Go\'ernmcnt in consulrntion with 
the Ministry rcs;:>onsiblc for forests for tht prot,·ction m . .l m,,,. ·gc­
ment of communal forestry areas within the arcc: c,fitsjurisdi,::ion 
for all or any oi the followin:; purposes:-

(a) prescribing the duties of communities; 
(b) prohibitini; or r~·gulatiug the taking, free or on payment, of 

forest produce or of any specified kind of forest produce; 
(c) prohibiting the sale of forest produce or of any specified 

kind of forest produce by any person other than specified 
persons or classes of persons; 

{d) prohibiting the destruction of, or any act which may tend to 
the destruction of or cause injury 10, any forest produce or 
forest growth or forest propeny; 

(e) providing for the seizure, detention, and disposal of timber 
or forest produce taken, collected, prepared, sold, pur­
chased, possessed or not marked, in contravention of the 
rules or in respect of which any offence against the rules has 
been committed; 

(f) providing for the establishment of nurseries and for the 
afforestation of lands, the preservation and production of 
forest produce and the introduction of forest produce and 
the introduction of new species of trees or other forest 
produce; 

{g) providing for the management, utilization and protection of 
the areas; 

(h) proteciing the forest produce in the areas by:-
(i) prescribing· the time at which and the manner in which 

the rights recognized by customary Jaw may be 
exercised; 

(ii) prohibiting the taking or destruction of any specified 
kind of timber or minor forest produce in the exercise 
of such rights as aforesaid; and 

(iii) prohibiting the exercise of all or any of such rights as 
aforesaid in any specified pan of the area; 

(1) generally for giving effect to the objects and purposes for 
. which the areas are established. 

(2) By-laws made under this section shall be made known in the 
S3'!_1e mariner as declarations made under section 34 and, subject 

l'l'WCr ( , ~ 
::-,:-.!: ftl \ ".,,:11\• 
' lt' i1110 

1:1:,:\:( lltil."S. 
~SLN: c,.,f 
1982. 
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-! ·- - ----- ~ 
~ to ~_ny cxcc.ption spccificcl in ~uch n :i<'5, 111! rules made under tl,'s 

SPCl!On sh;ill apply to all p c, suns who arc snhJl,et to ,he juri~dictic,11 of 1he local government. and may b~ rnadc to apply in whole or·" 
pa:t to such other persons as may be specified in the said by-la"'· 

' •· 
j1 

1 
. 38. A local government may, with the approval of the Commis- ~ 

s1oner for Local Government in consultation with the Ministry i_·l 
1 cspons1ble for forests, dedare that from a specified date lands or \l 
any part t~ereof declared to be a communal forestry area shall 
ccuse to be a communal forestry area or a pan of such area and 
thereafter from such date such lands shall cea~e to be a communal 
fores1ry_area or a pan of such area. Such declara1ion shall be made 
known m the same manner as a declaration declaring an area a communal forestry area. 

PART VIII-GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Entry upon Lands 
39. Any person required so to do by the Cominissioner for 

Local Government in consultation with the Ministry responsible 
for forests or the Conservator of Forests with necessary workmen 
may enter upon any la~d for the purpose of erecting any beacons 
or demarcatrng or cuttrng any boundary lines within and around 
any land which it is proposed to constitute a forest reserve or a 
protected forest and around any portions of land included as enclaves. 

40. Any forestry officer not below the rank of assis1ant conser­
vator of fo~t may enter upon any land and may cut out ani -
destroy any diseased, dead or dying tree OT any tree likely to cause 
damage to any forestry property or to life OT propeny. 

41. It shall be l~wful for any forestry officer, or police officerto 
prevent· the comm1ss1on of any forestry offence. 

42. The Governor may by notice in the State Gu~lic withdraw 
from the operation of aft or any of the provisions of this Law any 
class ?f p~rsons or any tribe or pan of a tribe, or any area specified 
the~em, e1!her for the period mentioned in the notice or without penod assigned. • 

ForeY··.,, IC\P. 52 
------··· -------···- -----···---··- -

,\fiscelfrmcous 
43. h shall , · law!i1l for the Commissio1wr to take fro:,. anv 

1 ,.;al oovcrnm, . foicst rcsen:c or protcch.~<i forc, t any forest 
; ,odu~c which :, ,ay be required for public: purp?ses upon paymcat 
of a fair and reasonable prire thercfor \~l11ch_ pnce sh:,!I not exceed 
such fees and royalties as may be specified 111 rc-gul:111011s and arc 
&cnerally applicable in respect of the reserve or prott,c·tcd fores1 
whence the forest produce was taken. • 

:-:t,ro:,,r~ 
··~re OC'• 
,jiurcd for 
pu!>lic put• 
poses frum 
local iovcm• 
;nenl forc5t 
rC1Cl\'CS. 

44.-(1) A.II foes received under this Law shall be paid by the ~,::.1 of 
officer receiving 1hcm into the Treasury of the Stale save that fees ro)-ahio. 
p:,yable in respect of any local iovernme~t f?rest reserve ~r an: ~kf I of 
other area which the Governor may by nottcc m the Slate Gazc11~ 
prescribe as an area in respect of which fees ar~ ~ayablc to t~e local 
government, shall be paid by the officer rece1vmg them direct to 
the local government. 

(2) Royalties shall be paid to the person or persons entitled to 
receive them. 

45. Nothing in this Law shall be con~trued so as to p~e~~nt the :,".::f,~r•<· acquisition under any enactment r~latmg t~ the acqu1s1t1on of quire land in 
lands for public purposes of land rncluded m the area of local =•,\~;'" 
government forest reserve or protected forest. resaves for 

public 
Regulations purposes. 

46. The Governor may make regulations for all or any ~f the ~~, 10 purposes following and may specify the area or areas to which all mu< . 
or any regulations shall apply:- ~':0~f 

( I} prohibiting or regulating the taking of forest produce or of 1912. 
any specified kind of forest produce on lands at the 
disposal of Government or communal lands; 

(2) prohibiting the sale and purchase of forest produce or of 
any specified kind of forest produce by any pe~on oth~r 
than the holders of licences and permits granted under this 
Law, or by any othCT persons or by any classes of pe~ons 
specified in the regulations; 

(3) prohibiting the sale, purchase and possession of forest 
produce taken, collected or prepa·rcd in contravention of 
this Law: 



76S 

SSLN I of 
196!. 

CAP. 52] Fo,es:ry 

(4) prohibiting the destruction of, or any act which rr.3y tend 
to the destruction of or cause i njury tu, any forest ;iroducc 
or forest i;rowth or forest property in any forest reserve or 
on lands at the disposal of the Government or communal 
lan<ls: 

(5) rcg1.1hning the grant and prescribing the form that anv 
hcen•:cs or permits may take in any panicular case:- • 

(a) to take forest produce in forest reserves or on lands 
at the disposal of Government, or communal lands; 
and 

(b) to sell and purchase forest produce; 
(6) prescribi_ng the procedure for fixing and making known to 

the pubhc the fees to be paid on the application for and the 
grant of any licence or permit and the royalties and fees to 
be paid by the holder.s thereof; 

(7) prescribing the persons who may declare any specified kind 
of_ tree to be a protected tree and any specified kind of 
mmor forest produce to be protected minor forest produce 
under this Law and the procedure therefor; 

(8) provi~ing for the collection, payment and disposal of fees, 
royalues, tolls and costs of survey and demarcation; 

(9) providing for the survey and demarcation of forest reserves 
and forests; 

(I OJ regulating the marketing of timber and the manufacture. 
use and possession of marking instruments; 

( 11) regulating the taking, collection and preparation of forest 
produce; • 

(12) providing for the seizure, detention and disposal of timber 
or forest produce taken, collected, prepared, sold, pur­
chased, possessed or not marked, in contravention of this 
Law or in respect of which any offence against this Law has 
been committed; 

( 13) requiring the holders of licences and · permits to render 
returns and accounts and to submit their.' books for 
inspection; • • 

( 14) providing for the termination, revocation and forfeiture of 
licences and permits; · 

(15) regulating the transit of forest produce by land and water 
: and by different µieans and classes of transpon; 

.·••. 
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(16/ regulating lhc salvins and disposal (·.;· drifl ;iml,cr; 
(17) prohibitini; any act which might ce. t;se the obs1n:,·tion of 

any waterway or cause danger to n,,vigatic,n; 
( I 8) providing for the establishment and maintenance of nur­

series and for the afforestatioir of lands. the preservation 
and production of forest produce and the introduction of 
new species of trees or other forest produce; 

( I 9) providing for the management, utilization and protection 
of forest reserves; 

(20) prescribing the powers and duties of forestry officers;· 
(21) authorizini; the payment of grants and bonuses out of the 

public revenue for the encouragement of forestry: 
(22) the protection of forest produce in forest reserved by:-

(a) prescribing the time at which and the manner in 
which the rights reserved or recognized by the 
rcs~rve settlement officer may be exercised; 

(b) prohibiting the taking or destruction of any specified 
kind of timber or minor forest produce in the 
exercise of such rights as aforesaid; and 

(c) prohibiting the exercise of all or any of such rights as 
aforesaid in any specified pan of a forest reserve; 

(23) the control of protected forests and the protection of forest 
produce in a protected forest mutatis mutandis as if such 
protected forest were a forest reserve; 

(24) regulating the kindling of fires for any purpose within a 
protected forest or a forest reserve and prescribing the 
persons who may allocate the period during which fire may 
or may not be allowed for any purpose; 

(25) providing for the remission or reduction of any royalty, fee 
or toll charged or payable under the provisions of this Law; 

(26) generally for giving effect to the objects and purposes of 
this Law. 

47. The Governor may make regulations for imposing tolls on 
forest produce or any kind of forest produce conveyed on any 
inland waterways opened or improved by the Government. 

.. 
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48. The Governor m:,v b" notice in th,· State Gazette exclude 

from the op~ration of an,: regulations made undrr sction 46 or 4 7 
an)' a,ca prcs~·ribe<i in such notice. 

Power oi 49.-( I) A local government. with the approval of the Gover­
~~~11 ~~vcrn- _nor, may make rules for any of the purposes prescribed in St"Ction 
m•k• rules. 46 for the geu,·ral protecti~n and management of forests and forest 

produce. exclusive of Government forest reserves. in the area 
within its jurisdiction. 

Aris prohi• 
bi1«1 in a 
forest 
rtscrvc. 

(2) Subject to any exception speci lied in such rules, all rules 
made under this section shall apply to all persons who arc subject 
to the jurisdiction of the 'locaf government and may be made to 
apply in whole or in part 10 such other persons as may be specified 
in the said rules. 

Offences and Legal Procedure 
50. Whoever in any forest reserve, except with the a~·•hority in 

writing of the prescribed oflicer:-
(a) takes any forest produce; 

(b) uproots, burns, strips off the bark or leaves from, or 
otherwise damages any tree; 

(c) sets fire to any grass or herbage, or kindles a fire without 
taking due precaution to prevent its spreading; 

(d) smokes or lights a fire in any part of a forest reserve within 
which, or at a time when, smoking or the lighting of fires is 
prohibited by an order of the Commissioner or a local 
government; 

(e) pastures cattle or permits cattle 10 trespass; 

(/) digs, cuts, turns or cultivates the soil or makes a farm or 
plan_tation; 

(g) tr\:5passes in any part of a forest reserve iri which trespass 
shall be prohibited by an order of the Commissioner or a 
local government or during any period specified in an order 
of the Commissioner or a local government; 

(h) -constructs any dam or weir across any river or stream or 
otherwise obstructs the channel of any river or str.eam; 

(1) resides or erects any ~uilding; 

ICAP. 52 

(J) hunts or fish,,~; 
(k) damages in any way or Jestroys an~ fort'stry pr~pcny, 

shall be liable on summary coaviction, to a hue of one 
thousand naira or to imprisonment for twelve mon1hs or to 
both. 

:7 1 •• 

51. Not hint: in section 50 shall. prohibit the exercise by a~y ~:.;~\ ~r 
crson or community of any right ma forest r~scrv~ rnnstttut.d ,cc1;.,11 so. 

~ndcr this Law if such right has been recognized m the order 
constituting such forest reserve. 

52. Whoever within a ~rotected forest , except with the author- ~,~~;,~~'./" 
itv in writing of the prescribed officer:- forcm. 

• (a) uproots, fells or otherwise damages any protected tree of 
over two feet in girth; . 

(b) otherwise than during the period of year allowed for this 
purpose, either sets lire to or allows fi~e to_ spread to any 
forest growth unless such forest growth 1s bemg or has been 
felled for farming purposes; 

(c) contravenes any of the provisions of paragraph (b) of section 
19. 

shall be· liable on summary conviction to a fi!1e of <:>~e hundred 
naira or to imprisonment for six months and m add111on thereto 
may be required by the court 10 pay a sum equivalent to the fees 
and royalties payable on any forest produce removed ~r da~aged 
and also such amount, if any, as the court may consider JUSI as 
compensation for any damage done. 

. 53.-( 1) Any forestry officer or po!ice officer !101 below the rank ~!:: ;',;,. 
of assistant superintendent of poh~e ~ay _h1msel~ or by any ,.. produce. 
Government employee acting under his d1rect1ons, seize any f<:>rest ~~'I I of 
produce reasonably suspected of having been unlawfully obtamed • 
or being unlawfully removed. 

(2) Where the person suspected of having committed_ the of­
fence in respect of which the forest produce has been seized has 
not been charged and the offence has not b~e!1 compounded as 
hereinafter provided, such officer, after obtammg the order of a 
magjstrau;, may:- -
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(a) sell su~h forest produce and pav thr proceed~ ther r; ·\ 

dedu_c tmg the expenses of the s~lc either to the Trc:~~:Vt~~ : 

:::/~~;:~r to the local government treasury. as ·ll;e case :I 

(b) ~estroy, or allocate such forest produce either to the use of .·.j 

ovcrnment or the loc.il government. as the case mav be 1 

54. Any person who:-

(a) forges or fraudulently uses, or aids or abets anv 
forge or fraudolent!y use, anv registered hammc • pchrson to 
mark o 1 • r or ammer 
forest r adny mar , used for denoting the ownership of any 

pro uce or any other m k d b 
o· · · f ' . . ar use v the Forestry 

ivmo~ o t~e M1mstry of Animal and Fo~t Resources i 

connccuon wnh the administration of the prov· . f h'n 

Law, or any mark similarly used by a local go:~~~ns o '. rs 
(b) alters t.l mcnt, or 

fo ( rc~ovcs, cstroys or defaces any such mark placed on 

la;; pi:;o~C: t~r ;enfn~l~~i:;t[t tt:r~~: a fo!:est or of any 

shall be It able to· a fine of two th d . . . 
two years or to both. ousan naira or imprisonment for 

wi~:~;.<~~;~~~l~ be lawful for any forestry officer to arrest 

having committed :~:e~e:~:ho ~ay b~ _re~s~na~ly suspected of 

refuses to give hi un er t JS ..... w, if such person 

which is believed st~:~a~:::d ::i1r:s or. gives a name ~nd address 

will abscond: ' ere JS reason to beheve that he .. 

p ~ 
• 

i:ov1 ed that any person so arrested shall be take befi 

:~:~~•rate or to the nearest police station without u~nece~:; 

(2) A local government forest gua d h JI, • 
subject, to the jurisidiction of a l~l s a m respect of ~rs?ns 

powers to those given to a fore 
I 

f1i govb,ernn,_ent, h_avc s1m1lar 
s IY o cer y this sectton: 

co~~o~~~~~~~~'::.!:~~ndarr
1 

ested shall be taken bef 0 ~ an area 
--J cay. 

56• When any person is cha d • h h • 
.regulation prohibiting the sale P,ge h wu I e !>re~ch of any 

• '!re ase or possession of any 

ForPstry [CAl'. 52 

forest pmducc taken, collected or preµ;,rcd in conm:"enti0a of 

this Law. such person shall be liable to bt· convic:.:d of such lm,ach 

unless he show: to the satisfoction of tht: cou11 th:it he was unaware 

that such forest produce was taken. collect~d or prepared in 

contravention of this Law. 

57. The onus of proof that any forest produce has not been Onu, or 

taken in contravc11tion of this L"lw shall lie upon the person in proor. 

whose possession the forest produce is found. 

'/73 

58.-{ l) Where a person is reasonably suspected of having ,\u1hor i1y 10 

committed an offence against this Law, other than an offence ~~,:~nd 

under section 54, any forestry officer not below the rank of • 

assistant conservator of forests may, instead of taking proceedings 

against such person in court, receive from such person a sum of 

money by way of compensation for the offence that he is suspected 

of having committed together with tbe value of the forest produce 

or forestry property in respect ofwhicb he was suspected of having 

committed an offence: 

Provided that the money received by way of compensation shall 

not amount to more than twice the fees and royalties, if any, 

estimated to have been lost on the forest produce in question, or 

twice the value of the forestry property in question, as the case 

may be. 
(2) On such payment being made the suspected person, if in 

custody, shall be released and no further proceedings shall be taken 

against such person in respect of such offence, any property seized 

as being liable to forfeiture shall be restored and any proceedings 

pending in court in respect of the same person on the same facts 

shall be withdrawn. 

(3) Any sums received under the provisions of subsection (I) SSLN t or 

shall, if the forest reserve or the protected forest in respect of 1982-

which the offence was suspected of having been committed was a 

local government forest reserve or local government protected 

forest. be paid to the local government concerned and if not the 

sums shall be paid into the Treasury of the State. 

59. Any person who contravenes any regulation made under Gencr.it 

this Law or the conditions of any licence or permit issued under pttalty. 

this Law for which no penalty is expressly prescribed shall be liable 



 

Ti-I 

..\.d '0,1.-! 
p-.1 

lnst11u11on 
and conduct 
of k6,:tl 
pro«cdin.g.s 

Sa, m~ as to 
t'AISllnJ for• 
est T escrvcs. 

o, f:nc 
ur 10 l1oih 

<,o. In ,di1 n to any Jll:i ll~ im~;osnt for ~;~ offc11c-e Jf· rnsl thr proq~ 11,s ot this l a\\ or :n1~ n. uiatJon!) Old • hc1 uncle. r thc­c-ourt ma: orck1 
(a) any forest produ ,c in ll'Spcu of ,si,ich 11c otfcnn · wa, comn.ittcd or any instrument or thin! ith "hich ;he offrncc ""' ,·omrni ned .o be forfcitt·d and tl:spos,·d of:,•. ne 

COUil Illa, di rect: 
(b) nn~ farm or pln1n:uion mad(' rn a forest I f.!~\.Tvc rn contra• vcnt1on ol section 50 (/) to be destroyed or. on the applica­tion c,f thi: Ch,d ( ·onscr• a;or of forests. th.n an, s~ch form he confiscated and thcr.-,, tterd,~poscd ofin the d·,scrt·tion of the Chief Consr, vator 111 forests: 
(c) that any licence or permit held under this Lm, shall be cancelled, and 
(d) that. where no licence or perm11 ha~ been taken out and the offender should ha,e taken out a licence or perrni1, a sum equal to the amount of the fees and royalties that should haYC been paid in respect of such permit and licence, be paid to the authority or person who would othc, wise ha, c been enii1kd to such fee or royalty. 

6 1. Notwithstanding the provisions or any written law to the contrary. proceedings for an offence against an~ provisions of this Law. or of an} regulations made under !his Law. and all c ivil proceedings by the Chief Conservator of Forests shall be brought in the name of 1he Chief Consen·ator of Forests. and ma~ be 111sti tt11ed and conducted by him or any forestry officer not below the rank of assistant conser,·a1or. or by any other forestry officer authorized generally. or specifically in relation to any particular proceeding or class of proceedings. by writing under 1hc hand of a forestry officer not below the rank of assistant conscn•a tor. 

P ART IX-S,w t:-<G 
62. All forest reserves existing at the time of the coming into force of this La" shall be deemed 10 have been cons1ituted under and in accordance with the pro, isions of this La" . 
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