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s, 1.30 of 2012

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT, 2007
MERCHANT SHIPPING (PREVENTION OE POLLUTION BY 

HARMFUL SUBSTANCES IN PACKAGED FORM) 
REGULATIONS, 2012

» 533

| If/ 2012 | Commence-
menu

In exercise of the powers conferred on me by section 335 (1) and (3) and section 434 of- 
Ihc Merchant Shipping Act, 2007 and nil other powers enabling me in that behalf, I, Senator 
Iimts Umar, Honourable M inister of Transport, make the following Regulations : *

1. These Regulations apply to— Application.

(a) Nigerian ships wherever they may be ; and

(b) other ships while they arc in Nigeria.
a

2. The carriage, otherwise than’in accordance with the provisions of these 
Regulations, of harmful substances by sea on any ship registered in the Stale is 
prohibited. .

Carriage of
hannfijl
substances.

3. The packaging of harmful substances carried by sea shall be adequate to Packaging, 
minimise any hazard to the marine environment, having regard to the particular 
nature of such substances.

4.-—(!)  Packages containing—

(a) harmful substances which are carried by sea shall be durably marked 
with the correct technical and trades name ; or

Marking and 
labelling.

(b) labelled to indicate that the substance is a marine pollutant.

(2) The identification referred to in sub-regulation (1) of this regulation 
shall where possible, be supplemented by any other means of identification for 
example, by use of the relevant United Nations number.

(3) The marking or labelling of packages pursuant to sub-regulations (1) 
and (2) of this regulation shall be such as will ensure that, if the package concerned 
is immersed in the sea for a period of not less than three months, the name or 
other information on the package shall still be identifiable on the package on the 
expiration of that period.

(4) The durability o f the—

(et) materials used for the marking or labelling of packages ; and 

(b) surface of the package,
* i

shall be taken into account in deciding the method to be used for the purpose 
°f such marking or labelling required under this regulation.

(5) This regulation shall not apply to packages containing small quantities 
Armful substances falling within the specific exemptions in that regard

>r°vided for by the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code as amended 
to time.

S, I. ~O or 2012 

MERCHANT SHf.PPING ACT, 2007 

MERCHANT SHIPPING {PREVENTION OF l 1OLLlJTION UY 
HARMFUL SUBSTANCES IN PACKAGED FORM) 

REGULATIONS, 2012 • 

I 1st Day of J1111e, 2012 

In exercise of lhe powers conferred on me hy scclion :ns (I) 1111d (3) and seclion 434 or· 
fhrMrrclumt Shipping Act, 2007 and nil other powers enahling me in lhal hchalf, I, SEN,rnlll 

luu~ UMhR, Honournble _Mlni.'ikr or :rr:m~porl, mukc the follow in~ Re~ulnlions : • 

I. These Regulations apply to-

(a) Nigerian ships wherever they may be ; and 

(/J) other ships while they ,tre in Nigeria. 

2. The cm,-iagc, ~therwisc than 'in accord:11;cc with the provisions of these 
Regulations, of harmful substances by sea on any ship registered in lhc Stale is 
prohibited. 

3. The packaging of harmrul substances carried by sea shall be adequate to 
minimise any hazard to the marine environment, having regard to the particular 
nature of such substances. 

4.-( I) Packages containing-

(a) harmful substances which are carried by sea shall be durably marked 
wi1h lhe correct technical and trades name ; or 

(b) labelled to indicate that the substance is a marine pollutant. 

(2) The identification referred to in sub-regulation (I) of this regulation 
shall where possible, be supplemented by any other means of identification for 
example, by use of the relevant United Nations number. 

(3) The marking or labelling of packages pursuant to sub-regulations (I) 
and (2) of this regulation shall be such as will ensure that, if the package concerned 
is immersed in the sea for a period of not less than three months, the name or 
01hcr inform.1tion on the package shall still be identifiable on the packar.e on the 
expiration of that period. • 

(4) The durability of the-· 

(a) m.uerials used for the marking or labelling of packages ; and 

(/J) surface of the package, 

shall be taken into account in decidi~g the method to be used for the purpose 
of such marking or labelling required under this regulation. 
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(5) This regulation shall not apply to packages containing small quantities 
;r h~rmful substances falling within the specific exemptions in that regard 
rovided for by the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code as amended . ro.,, . 
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Stowage.

exceptions.

5.—(1) All documents relating to the carriage of harmful substances shall—

(a) state the correct technical name of each substance ; anti
(/>) identify each substance by adding the words “Marine Pollutant".

(2) The shipping documents supplied by a shipper shall he accompanied 
by a signed certificate or declaration slating that the shipment offered for carriage 
is—

(a) properly packaged and marked or labelled ; and
(b) in proper condition for carriage to minimise any hazard to the marine 

environment.

(3) Each ship carrying harmful substances shall have either of the following 
documents—

(a) a special list or manifest staling the harmful substances on board and 
their location ; or ,

(/;) a detailed stowage plan selling out the location of the harmful substances 
on board.

(4) A copy of either of the documents referred to in sub-regulation (3) of
this regulation shall be— ?

i
(n) retained on shore by the owner of the ship or his representative until the 

harmful substances concerned arc unloaded ;
(b) made available before departure of the ship to a person designated by 

the port authority or other persons having control of the harbour or terminal 
concerned.

(5) Where a ship carries a special list or manifest or a detailed stowage 
plan required by the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea for the 
Carriage of Dangerous Goods 1974 (as amended), the documents required by 
this regulation may be combined with those for such goods and a clear distinction 
shall be made in the documents between the dangerous goods concerned and the 
harmful substances to which these Regulations apply.

(6) Anything required to be staled or set forth by this regulation may be 
stated or set forth by any means of electronic data processing or electronic data 
interchange that is capable of reproducing information in legible form.

6. Harmful substances shall be properly stowed and secured so as to 
minimise hazards to the marine environment without impairing the safety of the 
ship and persons on board.

7. —(1) Jettisoning of harmful substances carried in packaged form *s 
prohibited except where it is necessary, for the purpose of securing the safety °f 
the ship or saving life at sea.

(2) Subject to the provisions of these Regulations, appropriate measures 
based on the physical, chemical and biological properties of the harmful subside**
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concerned shall be taken to regulate the washing of leakages overboard but no 
such measures shall be taken that would impair the safely of the ship and persons 
onboard.

8.—(1) A ship that is registered in another State that is a party to the 
MARPOL Convention may, when it is in a Nigerian port, be inspected by a duly 
authorised officer of the Agency, if the officer has clear grounds for believing- 
that the master or crew arc not familiar with shipboard procedures relating to the 
prevention of pollution by harmful substances under these Regulations.

(2) Where, consequent upon an inspection of a ship by an officer under. 
sub-regulation (1) of this regulation, the officer confirms that the master or crew 
arc not familiar with the procedures referred to in that sub-regulation, the Agency 
shall take such step;; as will ensure that the ship shall not sail from the port until 
the time the master or crew or, as the case may be, both the master and crew have 
become familiar with those procedures.

(3) The procedures specified in Article 5 of the MARPOL Convention 
shall as arc appropriate apply, with any necessary modifications, for the purpose 
of this regulation.

(4) Nothing in this regulation shall operate to derogate from the powers 
and duties of the Minister or any other person under the Merchant Shipping Act 
or Regulations made pursuant to that Act.

9. A person who commits an offence under these Regulations shall be 
liable on conviction to a fine of not less than ten million naira for each individual 
violation.

10. —(1) In these Regulations—

“Agency" means Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency ;
“harmful substances" means those substances which arc identified as marine 

pollutants in the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code as amended 
for the time being ;

“the MARPOL Convention" means the International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973 as amended by the 1978 Protocol 
thereto ;

“the Minister” means the Ministe responsible for transport;
“packaged form” means any of the forms of containment specified for 

harmful substances in the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code as 
amended from time to time.

(2) For the purposes of the definition of “harmful substances*’ in these 
Regulations, the Appendix to Annex III of the MARPOL Convention as set out in 
lhc Schedule to these Regulations shall have effect.

(3) For the purposes of these Regulations, empty packaging which has 
been used previously for the carriage of harmful substances shall themselves be 
Seated as harmful substances unless adequate precautions have been taken to 
ensure that they contain no residue that is harmful to the marine environment.

Control by 
the Suite nl* ;t 
ship in a poll 
on
operational
requirement.
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Interpreta­
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concerned shall be taken to regulate the washing of lc;1kages overboard but no 
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Mi\RPOL Cunvc111io11 11111y, when ii is i11 a Nigeria11 purl, he inspet.:ted hy ii duly 
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that the master or crew arc not familiar with shipboard procedures relating to the 
prevention of pollution by harmful substances under these Regulations. 

(2) Where, consequent upon an inspection of a ship by an oflicer under. 
sub-regulation (I) of this regulation, the officer conlirms 1ha1 the master or crew 
arc 1101 familiar with the procedures referred 10 in 1h:1t sub-regulation, the Agency 
shall take such step:; as will ensure that the ship shall not sail from the port until 
the time the master or crew or, as the case m~y be, both the master and crew have 
become familiar with those procedures. 

(3) The procedures specified in Article 5 or the MARPOL Convention 
shall as arc appropriate apply, with any necessary modirications, for the purpose 
of this regulation. 

(4) Nothing in this regulation shall operate to derogate from the powers 
and duties of the Minister or any other person unuer the Merchant Shipping Act 
or Regulations made pursuant lo that Act. 
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"packaged form" means ·any of the forms of containment specified for 
harmful substances in the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code as 
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(2) For the purposes of the definition of "harmful substances" in these 
Regulations, the Appendix to A1111ex lil of the MARPOL Convention as set out in 
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(3) For the purposes of these Regulations, empty packaging which has 
been used previously for the carriage of harmful substances shall themselves be 
treated as harmful substances unless adequate precautions have been taken to 
ensure that they contain no residue that is harmful to the marine environment. 
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Ciialion.

( 4 )  T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  R e g u l a t i o n s  d o  n o t  a p p l y  t 0  s h i p s '  s t  
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S u b s t a n c e s  i n  P a c k a g e d  F o r m )  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  2 0 1 2 .
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(4) The requirements of these Regulations do not apply to shitJ .• . . 

• s s101 cs :in~ equipment. . 

Ci1.11ion. 11. These Regulations may be cited as the Merchant Shippinu (II· .. 
• • .:- ,11m1u1 Substances Ill Packugcd Form) Regula11ons, 2012. 



SC H E D U L E

Text of A ppendix to Annex I I I  of T he Makpol Convention 
Guidelines for the Identification of Harmful Substances in Packaged Form

For (he purposes of this Annex, substances identified by any one of the 
following criteria are harmful substances :

• bio-accumulated to a significant extent and known to produce a hazard to 
aquatic life or to human health (hazard rating in column A*); or

• bio-accumulated with attendant risk to aquatic organisms or to human 
health with a short retention of the order of one week or less (hazard rating 
“Z” in column A ); or

• liable to produce tainting of Seafood (hazard rating “T” in column A*); 
or •

• highly toxic to aquatic life, defined by a LC50/96 hour less than 1 ppm 
(hazard rating “4” in column B*). '

The concentration of a substance which will, within the specified lime 
(generally 96 hours), kill 50% of the exposed group of test organisms. LC50 is 
often specified in mg/l (parts per million (ppm)).

Made at Abuja this 1st day of June, 2012.

Senator Idris Umar, 
Honourable Minister o f Transport.

Explanatory Note
(This note does not form part o f the above Regulations but is 

intended to explain their purport)

These Regulations give effect in Nigeria to MARPOL Annex III which 
apply mainly to container carriers and other carriers of relevant cargo with 
condescend on strong packing and identification requirements including.murking 
and labelling, documentation and stowage, to ensure effective handling of relevant 
harmful substances.

SCHEDULE 

Tr:.xT or ArrENDIX To ANNEX Ill or-T11E MA1u•o1. CONVENTION 

GUIDELINES FOR nm lOENTIFIC/\TION or- HARMFUL ~llllSTANCES IN PACKAGED Frn<M 

For 1hc purposes of this A1111ex, substances idcntilictl by any one of the 
following criteria are harmful substances : 

• bio-accumulated to a significant extent and known Lo produce a hazard to 
aquatic life or to human health (hazard rating"+" in column A~'); or 

• bio-accumulated ~ith attendant risk to aquatic organisms or to human 
health with a short retention of the order of one week or less (huzard rating 
"Z" in column A) ; or 

liable to produce tainting of Seafood (hazard rating "T" in column A'~) ; 

or 

highly toxic to aquatic life, defined by a LCS0/96 hour less than I ppm 
(hazard rating "4" in column 0"'). • 

The concentration of a substance which will, within the specific<.! time 
(gcncmlly 96 hours), kill 50% of the exposed group of test organisms. LC50 is 
often specified in mg/I (parts per million (ppm}). 

MADE at Abuja th_is lsr day of June, 2012. 

SENATOR IDRIS LiMAR, 

Ho11011rable Mi11ister of Tramport. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This 11ote does 1101 form part of the ab<W<' Regulations but fa 
intemle,I to l'XJJlt1i11 their Jm11um) 

These Regulations give effect in Nigeria to MARPOL Annex 111 which 
apply mainly to container carriers and other carriers of relevant cargo with 
_condescend on strong packing and identification requirements including.marking 
and labelling, documentation and stowage, to ensure effective handling of relcv:mt 
harmful substances. 
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