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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SEEDS COUNCIL 
ACT, NO. 21, 2019 

THIRD-PARTY SEED (CERTJFTCATJON) REGULATIONS. 2025 

ARRA-;GEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

Regulation : 

PART I - OBJECTIVES AND APPLICATION 

I. Objectives 
2. Application 

PART IT -AUTH0RJSAfl0N fRAMl:,WUR.K 

3. Criteria for eligibility 
4. Application for authorisation of an ASCC or AS l L 
5. Issuance and validity of Certificate of Authorisation for ASCC or ASTL 
6. Application for power~ of authorisation for LSFI or LSA 
7. Training, examination, and attachment for LSFI or LSA 
8. Issuance and validity of powers of authorisation for LSFI or LSA 
9. Renewal ofauthorisation 

10. Suspension of authori,ation 
11. Withdrawal of authorisation 
12. Voluntary withdrawal of authorisation 

PART Ill - RIGHTS. OBLIGATIONS. A'\D SCOPE OF WORK 

13. Powers of a LSFI 
14. Scope of authorised activities for ASCC and LSFI 
15. Scope of authorised activities for ASTL and LSA 
16. Obligations of authorised ASTL and LSA 

PART IV St.,PCRVISI0\J, SURVEILLANCE, AND AUDIT 

17. Supervision by the Council 
18. Surveillance mechanisms 
19. Audit of authoric;ed entities and persons 

PAR) V - MISCE.LLANEOUS 

20. Appeal procedure 
21. Liability for actions or omissions ofanASCC,ASTL, LSFI, and LSA 
22. Revocation and savings 

R 419 



• 

B 420 

23. Interpretation 
24. Citation 
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S. I. No. 33 of 2025 

NATIO AL AGRICULTURAL SEEDS COUNCIL 
ACT, 'O. 21, 2019 

THIRD-PARTY '>FFO ((TRTJrICATION) REGULATIONS, 2025 

[22nd Day of DecemhN: 2025] 

In uercisc of the p0\'1-ers conferred on it b) ,ection 51 of the National Agricultural Commence­

Seeds Council Act, ;\io. 21,2019 11nd all other l)0\'1-ers enabling it in that behalf, the mt"nl 

National Aj!;ricultural Seed~ Council, mal..es the folloning Regulations -

PART I - O1:lJl::.l I I\~-- "f) APPLICATI0'-

1. The obJectives of these Regulation~ are to -

(a) prm,idc a framework for the authorisation and regulation of private Ohjccti,e, 

entitie~ to undertake seed certification activities on behalf of the Council: 
( b) strengthen Nigeria\ ~eed qua I ity assurance system through pri\ ate­

public partnership; 
(,) operationalisc the National Seed Policy provisions on efficiency. 

tran~parency, and farmer protection: and 
(d) align with the ECO WAS Jlannoniscd Seed Regulations to facilitate 

mutual recognition of certification and regional trade. 

2. The-,c Regulation-, apply to ASl'l's. Al::, TLs, LSI- Is, LSAs and for all AppliLd1io11 

crops i1sted in the Nigerian National Seed Catalogue and the West African 
Catalogue of Plant Species and Varietie<; "WACPSV". 

PA.RT II - AL'TH0RIS \TI0'l FRA\lF\\0Ri--. 

3.-( I) An entity which applies to be an ASCC or ASTL shall be a Cntena for 
company registered with the Corporate Al'lairs Comm1ss1on ··cAC". eligihili1y 

(2) An indi\idual who applies to be an LSFI or LSA ~hall be employed 
by an ASCC or ASTL and shall -

(a) be of good character. e,i<lenced by affidavit of good character from 
the 1-cderal I ligh Court: 

(h) possess a minimum qualification ofan Ordinary National Diploma 
"01\/D" or 11\ equl\alent in Agriculture or a related field: 

(l) lHI\C at lcct:-.t one year c:,,.pcricnce in the :;ccd industry or a rebted 

field: 
(c/) be independent from any form of q~ed trade that ma) \\arrant 

rnnnict of interest: and 
(e) haH' pa-..-,ed the pre-..cnbed qual1ticat1on c,ammations. 
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4.-( I) An application for a Certificate ofAuthonsation shall be submitted 
to the Director General ofthc Council in the form prescribed by the Council. 

( 2) The appliCJition hall be accompanied by-

(11) a copy of the CAC Certificate of Lncorporation; 
(b) the company·s Memorandum and Articles of Association; 
(c) a detailed company profile; 
(d) evidence ofp<1y111en1 of'lhe pre,cribed application fee as prescribed 

by the Council; and 
(e) any other document required by the Council. 

5.-( I) The Council shall issue a Certificate of Authorisation to an 
entity upon satisfactory assessment of the application. premi-.c-,. and 1echnical 
capacity of the entity. 

(2) fhe Cert i ticate of Authorisation shall be valid for a period of three 
year, from the date of issue and may be renewed b:, the Council upon 
application by the entity. 

6.-( I) An ASCC or ASTL shall appl:y to the Council for power of 
au1hori::,a1ion for its qualified staff to act as LSI ls or LSA~ in the fom1 
prescribed by the Council. 

( 2) The application ,hall be accompanied by the candidate ·s credentials. 
certificate of good conduct, and evidence of pavment of the prescribed fee 

7. (I) The Cuurn.il :.h<tll 1:onduct tiaining rur pro::,pecnve L::>r Is and 
LS\-, on n:le\ant standards. including 01:.lD Seed Schemes, ISTA Rule-., 
~md Nic;enan Mm1mum Certification StanJurd-_. 

12) A candidate ,hall pa<:, a \.Hitten and practical examination ¼1th o 
minimum :.core of 70° o. 

(3) A successful candidate -,hall undergo a three-111umh attachmem 
under an officii!l -.,ct'"ll in-.,pecllH nr :rnaly,1 of the Council. 

~--(I) The Counctl shall issue powers ofauthonsation to a candidate. 
upon succcsstul complet10n oftrammg. exarrnnat,on. and attachment. 

( 2) The po\\Cr!> of authorisation or eerti fication shall 

(u) ::,pei..:ify the ::,cope of authonsat1on such as crops. ecolog1cal 
zone; and 

(b) be valid for two years and renewable upon application. 

Renewnl of 9. An application for the renewal of a Certificate of Authori,a1ion or 
authori,atiun powers of authorisation shall be ~ubmittcd to the Couni..:il at lea~t 60 days 

before expiration, accompanied by the pre::,i..:ribed rene~al fee. 
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IO. The Council may suspend the authorisation of an ASCC. ASTL. 
LSFI, or LSA for a period not exceeding six months for non-compliance that 
i, capahle of being corrected. pending investigation or corrective action. 

11. The Council shall withdraw authorisation where, -

(a) false information is provided in the applicat10n or report: 
(b) there is consistenc failure to meet technical standards. such as tatlmg 

check tests three consecutive times; 
(c) there is gross misconduct or any action which compromise~ seed 

quality; 
(d) there is violation of the cunridentiality or integrity ofthc National 

Seed Tracker; or 
(c) there is failure to renew authorisation upon expiry after 30 day'-. 

12. An authurbed entity or person may voluntarily relinquish their 
authorisation by submitting a written notice to the Director-General of 1he 
Council. 

PART lll - RIGHTS, OBLIGAIION~, A'JLJ SC.OP! OF WORK 
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13. A LSFI shall, within their authorised scope, exercise the powers Po"er of 
conferred upon a seed inspector under section 28 of the Act. including the a U,fl 

power to-

(a) receive and ~crutinise any application for certification from a seed 
producer; 

(b) verify seed source; 
(c) carry out field visits to ensure standards meet variety, physical purity, 

weeds and health status: 
(d) produce in<;pection report,;; 
(a) inspect at post harvest stages, processing and packaging; and 
(j) inspect the labelling of packages. 

14.-( 1) AnASCC and its LSFls arc authorised to carry out certification 
activities onlv for the "Certified'" seed class. 

(2) The activities of an authorises ASCC and its LS Fis mcludcs 

(a) fidd im,pc1..tion of :,cc<l 1,;rnp:,, 
(h) supen-iston of seed processing and conditioning; 
(L) seed samplmg and re-sampling; and 
(u) supcn 1s1on ot ~ccd packagmg. labcll mg. and sealing usmg otttcw 

cert1 ficat1011 labd, pro\ 1dcd b:i, the Council 

Scope of 
authon~e<l 
actt, 1t1es tor 
A,('(' and 

LSI l 
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15. An ASTL and ,ts LSAs arc authorised to carry out seed testing fo1 
all classes of seeds. in accordance with the rule, and methods approved by 
the Council and !STA 

(a) use the Natil)nal Sen.I Tracker '"Nsr· for any certification 
ducumentation and activity; 

(b) atlhere ::,trictly co rhe procedures and standards set by the Counctl; 
(c) maintain independence and integrity in their operations; 
(d) promptly n.:mit all pre-.cribed fees and charges to the Council; and 
(e) inform the Council immediately of any chane:e in staff. address. or 

operational status. 

PART IV Surrnv1s1or--.. St·RvF111 A'\/,F A""n Ai 1111 

17. ( l) 1 he Council shall exercise authority and <.11pcrvi1;ion over any 
third-party certification activity. 

(2) The Official Certification ~erv1ce ot the Council shall be solely 
responsible for the certification of Nucleus. Breeder (P1e-Ba,ic), and 
1--oundatJon (Basic) seed cla,;;,;;es; 

18. The Council shall monitor the performance of any authori,ed en1ity 
and person through -

(a) -_pot im,pections;, where a proportion of fields inspected by LSF!s 
-.ha 11 be re-inspected by official inspectors; 

(b) check samplmg and testing. where a propo,-tion of ,ample.., drav.,n 
by LSrls shall be re-,;;ampled and te!>ted in official laboratories; 

(c) proficiency le::.b. whereASTL!> -;hall panicipate in annual proficiency 
te<;t<; robe adminic;tered by the Council; and 

(d) pre-and-post control plots. where the Council e,1abli-,he-, control 
plots to validate the performance of <.,eed, certified by LSFJc;. 

19. The Council shall conduct an annual audit of each ASC'C. ASTL, 
LSFI, and LSA to assess compliance with the::,e Regulations, technical 
competence, and adhc1cncc tu documemed procedure!>. 

PARr V - MISCTLLA\,fOUS 

20.-( 1) A person aggrie\ ed by a dcc1s1on of the Counci I under the,e 
Regulations may appeal to the Authorised Seed (\:rtificatiu11 Appeal!> 
Committee "ASCAC' within 14 working day!> of being notified of the decision. 

(2) A further appeal from the decision of the ASCAC lies with the 
Governing Board of the Council. whose decision shall be final. 
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21 _-( 1) The C"mmcil c:h!=1ll 11C1T he- he-lei li!=1hle for !'lny i11j11ry. cbim c:11it_ 

loss. or damage arising from the actions or omissions of an ASCC. ASTL. 
LSFI. or LSA. 

(1) An authorised entity shall be solely responsible for its actions and 
those ofit:i employee:.. 

22. (I) Upon the commencement of these Regulations. the liu1dclmcs 
for Seed Cerlificalion by NASC AulhoriLed Agents in Nigeria. 2023 is revoked. 

(2) The revocation of the Guidelines for Seed Certification by NASC 
Authori7ed Agents in Nigeria. 2023 shall not ill\·alidate or prejudicially affect 
any done or purporn:d to be done under the revoked Guidelines. 

23. In these Regulations. 

··.4.c(· means the National Agricultural Seeds Council Act, No. 21, 2019; 
"A.Sec· means an Authorised Seed Certification Company licensed by 

the Lounc1l under these Rcgulat1011s: 
"ASTL'" mcdn~ dll Aulhuri~cJ Seed Tc~ting L<1burdlury liccn~cd by the 

Council under the:ie Regulations; 
··u,Fr means a Licensed Seed Inspector authorised by the Council 

under these Regulations: 
.. LSA" mean~ a Licen,ed Seed Analy~t authori~ed by the Council under 

these Regulations; 
··counc1f" means the National Agricultural Seeds Council established 

under section I ot the Act: 
"Cerri(ica/e of lur/10ri\l/1ion" means a document is~ued by the Council 

lO an ASCC or ASTL; 
··£COJ1:1s·· means Economic Community of West African States; 

"po1rcrs of authorisation" means a document issued by the Council to 
un LSrt or LSA, 

--,Vational Seed Tract.er --,vsr .. mean~ the official \\.'eb-based platform 
for seed value chain management designated by the Council; and 

.. U//icial <..crt1/icatw11 !:>cn·icc" means the seed ecrt1beation and qualit) 
control <;ef\ ice oft he Council as defined in -..ection 15 of the Act. 

24. fhcse Regulations may be cited as the National l hi rd-Party Seed 
( Ccrt1ficat1on) Rcgu lations. 2025. 

MADI: at Abuja this 22nd day of December. 2025. 

fATLHL MLH.\l,1"1ED 

D1recl0r-Ge11era/. 
Va1io11al Agricultural Seed\ Cu1111L ii 
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