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Regulations relating to foreign marine scientific research in Norway’s internal waters. territorial sea and
economic zone and on the continental shelf
(Crown Prince Regent's Decree of 30 March 2001)(1)

Laid down by Crown Prince Regent’s Decree on 30 March 2001 pursuant to sections 2 and 3 of the Act of 21 June 1963 No. 12
relating to scientific research and exploration for and exploitation of subsea natural resources other than petroleum resources,
section 6 of the Act of 17 June 1966 No. 19 relating to Norway's fishery limit and to the prohibition against fishing, etc., by foreign
nationals within the fishery limit, section 7b of the Act of 17 December 1976 No. 91 relating to the economic zone of Norway, sections
4, 4(a), 5, 5(a), 7, 8, 9, 9(a), 13, 21, 23, 24, 25, 32 and 45 of the Act of 3 June 1983 No. 40 relating to sea-water fisheries, etc., and
sections 3, 9, 12, 15 and 32 of the Act of 13 June 1997 No. 42 relating to the Norwegian Coast Guard. Submitted by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Introductory provisions

§1

The purpose of these Regulations is to promote the development and conduct of marine scientific research in accordance
with the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, in order to increase scientific knowledge of the marine environment
and the processes occurring there, and to ensure that such research is carried out in accordance with the legislation in force at any time
on activities in Norway’s internal waters, territorial sea and economic zone and on the continental shelf.

§2

These Regulations apply subject to any limitations arising from international law or agreements with foreign States.

§3

The provisions of these Regulations apply to foreign marine scientific studies in Norway’s internal waters, territorial sea and
economic zone and on the continental shelf. Insofar as the foreign studies are of direct significance for the exploration and
exploitation of natural resources, whether living or non-living, or in any other way affect Norway’s rights in accordance with
international law, this shall have no effect on the provisions set out in or issued pursuant to the acts listed in section 7 of these
Regulations. In the event of any conflict, such provisions have precedence over these Regulations.

§4

For the purposes of these Regulations, marine scientific research is considered to be foreign if the researching State is not
Norway, or if the research is to be carried out by an international organization.

Pursuant to these Regulations, the researching State is the State in which the researcher or institution that is heading the project
is resident. If researchers or institutions from several countries are to take part in a research project, the State where the project’s
leading researcher or institution is resident shall be considered to be the researching State.

For the purposes of these Regulations, the term “international organization” shall mean an intergovernmental organization
whose purpose is to conduct scientific research.

§5

These Regulations do not apply to foreign warships. The term “foreign warships” means vessels within the scope of the
Norwegian provisions in force at any time on the admission of foreign warships and military aircraft to the Norwegian territorial sea
in peacetime.
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§6

Foreign marine scientific research in Norway’s internal waters, territorial sea and economic zone and on the continental shelf
shall not be carried out without the consent of the Directorate of Fisheries.

Implied consent is considered to have been given in the cases described in section 10 of these Regulations. The Directorate of
Fisheries may grant exemptions from the requirement for consent if special grounds so indicate.

Application procedure

§7
The provisions of these Regulations have no effect on the applicant’s duties pursuant to:

- Actof 18 August 1914 No. 3 relating to defence secrets;

- Actof 21 June 1963 No. 12 relating to scientific research and exploration for and exploitation of subsea natural resources other
than petroleum resources;

- Actof 17 June 1966 No. 19 relating to Norway's fishery limit and to the prohibition against fishing, etc., by foreign nationals
within the fishery limit;

- Actof 3 June 1983 No. 40 relating to sea-water fisheries, etc.;

- Actof 24 June 1988 No. 64 relating to the entry of foreign nationals into the Kingdom of Norway and their presence in the realm;
- Actof 16 June 1989 No. 59 relating to the Pilotage Service;

- Actof 29 November 1996 No. 72 relating to petroleum activities;

- Actof 13 June 1997 No. 42 relating to the Norwegian Coast Guard;

- Regulations of 1 June 1973 No. 3780 relating to the establishment of bird reserves and large nature conservation areas on
Svalbard;

- Regulations of 21 December 1990 No. 1028 relating to the entry of foreign nationals into the Kingdom of Norway and their
presence in the realm;

- Regulations of 23 December 1994 No. 1130 relating to foreign non-military vessels entering into and passing through the
Norwegian territorial sea in peacetime.

§8

Applications to engage in marine scientific research shall be sent to the Directorate of Fisheries by the researcher, research
institution or international organization that is to conduct the research. The application shall be sent six months before the planned
start-up date for the project, unless the Directorate of Fisheries permits a shorter time limit in connection with the individual
application. The Directorate of Fisheries shall answer an application without any unnecessary delay, normally within two months after
the application was received.

§9
Applications to engage in marine scientific research shall contain a full description of:

(a) The name and nationality of the institution responsible for the project, its director and the person in charge of the project;
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(b) The nature and objectives of the project;

(¢) The methods and means to be used, including the name, owner, State where registered, liability insurance, tonnage, type and class
of the vessel and a description of scientific equipment;

(d) The precise geographical areas in which the project is to be conducted, the expected date of first appearance and final departure
of the research vessel, or deployment of the equipment and its removal, as appropriate;

(e) The extent to which it is considered that the coastal State should be able to participate or to be represented in the project.

A special form shall be used for the application. The form is included as an appendix to these Regulations, and will be updated
by the Directorate of Fisheries. The application should be written in English.

§10

Consent to engage in marine scientific research is considered to be granted when the Directorate of Fisheries has notified the
applicant of this.

Consent is also considered to have been granted four months after its receipt, unless the Directorate of Fisheries has informed
the researching State or the international organization that:

(a) Consent will not be granted;
(b) The information that has been provided is clearly not in accordance with the facts;
(c) Further information has been requested; or

(d) The State or international organization in question has outstanding obligations to the coastal State from a prior research project
carried out in Norway’s internal waters, territorial sea and economic zone or on the continental shelf.

The second paragraph does not apply:
(a) If otherwise provided by provisions set out in or issued pursuant to the acts listed in section 7 of these Regulations; or

(b) To research in Norway’s internal waters and the territorial sea.

Conditions for granting consent

§11

The Directorate of Fisheries may grant consent to engage in marine scientific research subject to compliance with the following
conditions:

(a) That the Norwegian authorities or the researchers they designate shall have the right to participate or be represented in the marine
scientific research project, especially on board research vessels and other craft or scientific research installations, when
practicable, without payment of any remuneration to the scientists of the coastal State and without obligation to contribute
towards the costs of the project;

(b) That the Norwegian authorities shall, if they so request, be provided with preliminary reports as soon as practicable, and with the
final results and conclusions after the completion of the research;

(c) That the Norwegian authorities shall, if they so request, be provided with access to all data and samples derived from the marine
scientific research project and likewise furnished with data which may be copied and samples which may be divided without
detriment to their scientific value;

(d) That the Norwegian authorities shall, if they so request, be provided with an assessment of such data, samples and research
results as are mentioned in litra (c), or with assistance in their assessment or interpretation.
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Duties connected with the research

§12

Marine scientific research shall not unjustifiably interfere with other legitimate uses of the sea.

§13

Any activities in connection with marine scientific research shall be carried out in accordance with all legislation that applies to
Norway’s internal waters, territorial sea and economic zone and the continental shelf, including those for the protection and
preservation of the marine environment.

§14

The researching State or the international organization shall inform the coastal State immediately of any major change in the
research programme and of any change in the vessel to be used.

§15

A researcher, research institution or international organization has a duty to comply with a request from the Norwegian Coast
Guard to inspect a research vessel or research installation.

Inspection may be carried out by coercive means if the vessel or installation is being used for:

(a) Activities that fall within the scope of Norway’s sovereign rights according to Parts V and VI of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea; or

(b) Research within the territorial limit.

§16

The Directorate of Fisheries may require the research vessel to give notification of its positions daily and require that the vessel
shall have satellite tracking equipment installed, and may also require the vessel to give notification of other matters relating to its
research activities, such as the start of research activities and the beginning of sampling.

Scientific installations and equipment

§17

Safety zones of a reasonable breadth not exceeding a distance of 500 metres may be created around scientific research
installations.

§18

The deployment and use of any type of scientific research installations or equipment shall not constitute an obstacle to
established international shipping routes.

§19

Installations or equipment referred to in this section shall bear identification markings indicating the State of registry or the
international organization to which they belong and shall have adequate internationally agreed warning signals to ensure safety at sea
and the safety of air navigation, taking into account rules and standards established by competent international organizations.

§20

The researcher, research institution or international organization shall make the results of marine scientific research in
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Norway’s internal waters, territorial sea and economic zone and on the continental shelf internationally available as soon as
practicable through appropriate national and international channels.

Enforcement

§21

The Directorate of Fisheries may require the suspension of marine scientific research if the research activities are not being
conducted in accordance with the information communicated as provided under section 9 of these Regulations, or in the event of
failure to comply with conditions for consent laid down pursuant to section 11 of these Regulations.

§22

The Directorate of Fisheries may require the cessation of marine scientific research if any matters that have given grounds
for suspension pursuant to section 21 have not been rectified within a reasonable period of time, or if the marine scientific research is
being conducted in a way that is so different from the information on the research that the Norwegian authorities received pursuant to
section 8 of these Regulations that it amounts to a major change in the research activities.

§23

These Regulations are without prejudice to the right of the Norwegian authorities to enforce the provisions set out in or
pursuant to the Acts mentioned in section 7 of these Regulations, including enforcement by means of control and enforcement
measures.

Entry into force

§24

These Regulations enter into force on 1 July 2001.

Appendix

NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSED RESEARCH CRUISE

PART A: GENERAL

1. NAME OF RESEARCH SHIP CRUISE NO.
2. DATES OF CRUISE From: To:
3. OPERATING AUTHORITY:
TELEPHONE:
TELEFAX:
TELEX:
4. OWNER

(if different from No. 3)

5. PARTICULARS OF SHIP:
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10.

11.

Name:

Nationality:

Overall length: metres
Maximum draught: metres

Net tonnage:

Propulsion: Diesel

Call sign:

Registration port and number

(if registered fishing vessel)
CREW

Name of master:

Number of crew:

SCIENTIFIC PERSONNEL

Name and address of
scientist in charge:

Tel/telex/fax No.:
No. of scientists:

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA IN WHICH SHIP WILL OPERATE (with reference to latitude and longitude)

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PURPOSE OF CRUISE

DATES AND NAMES OF INTENDED PORTS OF CALL

ANY SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS AT PORTS OF CALL

PART B: DETAILS

1. NAME OF RESEARCH SHIP CRUISE NO.
2. DATES OF CRUISE
From To
3. (a) PURPOSE OF RESEARCH
(b) GENERAL OPERATIONAL METHODS (including full description of any fish gear, trawl type, mesh size, etc.)
4. ATTACH CHART showing (on an appropriate scale) the geographical area of intended work, positions of intended stations,
tracks of survey lines, positions of moored/seabed equipment, areas to be fished
5. (a) TYPES OF SAMPLES REQUIRED (e.g., geological/water/plankton/fish/radionuclide)
(b) METHODS OF OBTAINING SAMPLES (e.g., dredging/coring/drilling/fishing, etc. When using fishing gear, indicate fish
stocks being worked, quantity of each species required and quantity of fish to be retained on board).
6. DETAILS OF MOORED EQUIPMENT
Dates
Laying Recovery Description Depth Latitude Longitude
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7. ANY HAZARDOUS MATERIALS (chemicals/explosives/gases/radioactives, etc.)
(Use separate sheet if necessary)
(a) Type and trade name NIL
(b) Chemical content (and formula) NIL

(¢) IMO IMDG code (reference and UN No.) NIL

(d) Quantity and method of storage on board NIL

(e) If explosives give dates of detonation ~ NIL
- Method of detonation
- Position of detonation
- Frequency of detonation
- Depth of detonation
- Size of explosive charge in kg.
8. DETAIL AND REFERENCE OF

(a) Any relevant previous/future cruises

(b) Any previously published research data relating to the proposed cruise

9. NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF SCIENTISTS OF THE COASTAL STATE(S) IN WHOSE WATERS THE PROPOSED

CRUISE TAKES PLACE WITH WHOM PREVIOUS CONTACT HAS BEEN MADE

10. STATE:

(a) Whether visits to the ship in port by scientists of the coastal State concerned will be acceptable (Yes/No)

(b) Participation of an observer from the coastal State for any part of the cruise together with the dates and the ports for

embarkation and disembarkation

(c) When research data from the intended cruise are likely to be made available to the coastal State and by what means

PART C. SCIENTIFIC EQUIPMENT

Complete the following table Coastal State

using a separate page for

each coastal State Port of call
Dates

Indicate "YES" or "NO"

DISTANCE FROM COAST

National legislation - DOALOS/OLA - United Nations @




Page 8

List scientific
work by function

e.g.
Magnetometry
Gravity

Diving

Seismics

Seabed sampling
Bathymetry
Trawling

Echo sounding
Water sampling
U/W TV
Moored instr.
Towed instr.

Water
column
including
sediment
sampling
of the
seabed

Fisheries
research
within
fishing
limits

Research
concerning the
natural
resources

of the
continental
shelf or its
physical
characteristics

Within
4 nm

4-12 nm

12-200 nm

(On behalf of the Principal Scientist)

Dated

NB. IF ANY DETAILS ARE MATERIALLY CHANGED REGARDING DATES/AREA OF OPERATION AFTER THIS FORM HAS BEEN

SUBMITTED, THE COASTAL STATE AUTHORITIES MUST BE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY.
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1 (Note - Note)

A/AC.259/4 of 10 April 2001, annex.

Endnotes
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