
Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies)
Regulations 2013

(SR 2013/46)

Jerry Mateparae, Governor-General

Order in Council

At Wellington this 25th day of March 2013

Present:
His Excellency the Governor-General in Council

Pursuant to sections 30W, 244, 245, and 246 of the Climate Change Response Act
2002, His Excellency the Governor-General makes the following regulations, acting
on the advice and with the consent of the Executive Council and on the recommenda‐
tion of the Minister for Climate Change Issues tendered after—
(a) having had regard to New Zealand’s international obligations relating to syn‐

thetic greenhouse gases; and
(b) having complied with the requirements specified in sections 244 and 247 of

that Act.

Note
The Parliamentary Counsel Office has made editorial and format changes to this version using the powers
under subpart 2 of Part 3 of the Legislation Act 2019.
Note 4 at the end of this version provides a list of the amendments included in it.
These regulations are administered by the Ministry for the Environment.
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Enacting statement: amended, on 1 January 2023, by regulation 27 of the Climate Change (Emissions
Trading Scheme and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2022 (SL
2022/267).
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Regulations

1 Title
These regulations are the Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies)
Regulations 2013.

2 Commencement
These regulations come into force on 1 July 2013.

3 Interpretation
(1) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,—

Act means the Climate Change Response Act 2002
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goods vehicle means a motor vehicle that is designed or adapted primarily for
the carriage of goods and—
(a) has 4 wheels or more; or
(b) has 3 wheels and a gross vehicle mass of more than 1 000 kg
large goods vehicle means a goods vehicle that has a gross vehicle mass of
more than 3 500 kg
large passenger vehicle means a passenger vehicle that—
(a) is designed or adapted to carry more than 9 passengers (including the

driver); and
(b) has a gross vehicle mass of more than 5 000 kg
levy means the synthetic greenhouse gas levy imposed by section 227 of the
Act
medium passenger vehicle means a passenger vehicle that—
(a) is designed or adapted to carry more than 9 passengers (including the

driver); and
(b) has a gross vehicle mass of 5 000 kg or less
passenger vehicle means a motor vehicle that is designed or adapted primarily
for carrying passengers and—
(a) has 4 wheels or more; or
(b) has 3 wheels and a gross vehicle mass of more than 1 000 kg
SGG means synthetic greenhouse gas
small goods vehicle means a goods vehicle that has a gross vehicle mass of 3
500 kg or less
small passenger vehicle means a passenger vehicle that is designed or adapted
to carry 9 or fewer passengers (including the driver)
Tariff item has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Tariff Act 1988.

(2) The Land Transport Act 1998 classes given in the second column of Schedule
1 are intended to be only an indication of how the classes of leviable motor
vehicle given in the first column of that schedule relate to the classes of motor
vehicles under that Act and are not intended to be used in the interpretation of
the schedule.

(3) The Tariff items given in the second column of Schedule 2 are intended to be
only an indication of how the classes of leviable goods given in the first col‐
umn of that schedule relate to the classes of goods under the Tariff Act 1988
and are not intended to be used in the interpretation of the schedule.
Regulation 3(1) 2013 levy period: revoked, on 1 January 2014, by regulation 4 of the Climate
Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations (No 2) 2013 (SR 2013/382).
Regulation 3(1) levy: inserted, on 1 July 2013, by regulation 4 of the Climate Change (Synthetic
Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2013 (SR 2013/272).
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4 Classes of leviable motor vehicles
The classes of leviable motor vehicles to which the levy applies are set out in
the first column of Schedule 1.

5 Classes of leviable goods
The classes of leviable goods to which the levy applies are set out in the first
column of Schedule 2.

6 Specified synthetic greenhouse gas
The hydrofluorocarbons and perfluorocarbons set out in the fourth column of
Schedule 1 and the fourth column of Schedule 2 are specified synthetic green‐
house gases for the purposes of the levy.

7 Specified amount of synthetic greenhouse gas
(1) The amount of a specified synthetic greenhouse gas to be treated as contained

in a class of leviable motor vehicles listed in the first column of Schedule 1 is
the amount specified for the class in the sixth column of that schedule.

(2) The amount of a specified synthetic greenhouse gas to be treated as contained
in a class of leviable goods listed in the first column of Schedule 2 is the
amount specified for the class in the sixth column of that schedule.

8 Global warming potential
(1) The global warming potential for a specified synthetic greenhouse gas listed in

the fourth column of Schedule 1 is the GWP figure for the gas specified in the
fifth column of that schedule.

(2) The global warming potential for a specified synthetic greenhouse gas listed in
the fourth column of Schedule 2 is the GWP figure for the gas specified in the
fifth column of that schedule.

9 Methodology for specifying price of carbon
(1) This regulation sets out how to determine the price of carbon to be used in cal‐

culating the rate of levy that applies to a leviable motor vehicle or leviable
goods in a levy year.

(2) If the Crown annual financial statements for the previous financial year calcu‐
lated revenue from the surrender of units under the greenhouse gas emissions
trading scheme—
(a) using 1 valuation unit, then the price of carbon is the average of the

weekly spot prices of the valuation unit in the previous financial year; or
(b) using 2 or more valuation units, then the price of carbon is determined

by applying the formula in subclause (3) to each valuation unit and add‐
ing the results.

(3) The formula is—
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p = a × b ÷ c
where—
p is the part of the price that relates to a particular valuation unit
a is the average of the weekly spot prices of the valuation unit in the previ‐

ous financial year
b is the total quantity of the 1 or more surrender units valued by reference

to the valuation unit that were surrendered in the previous financial year
c is the total quantity of all surrender units that were surrendered in the

previous financial year.
(4) In this regulation,—

previous financial year, in relation to a levy year, means the financial year
that ended in the previous levy year
surrender unit means a type of unit (as defined by the Act) surrendered in the
previous levy year (for example, an emission reduction unit)
valuation unit means the unit (whether or not a unit as defined by the Act) by
reference to which 1 or more surrender units were valued in the previous finan‐
cial year (for example, an emission reduction unit may have been valued by
reference to itself or to a certified emission reduction unit).
Regulation 9: replaced, on 1 January 2014, by regulation 5 of the Climate Change (Synthetic Green‐
house Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations (No 2) 2013 (SR 2013/382).

10 Price of carbon
The price of carbon for the 2024 levy year is $71.97, as determined by apply‐
ing the methodology in regulation 9.
Regulation 10: replaced, on 1 January 2020, by regulation 4 of the Climate Change (Synthetic Green‐
house Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2019 (LI 2019/234).
Regulation 10: amended, on 1 January 2024, by regulation 4 of the Climate Change (Synthetic
Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2023 (SL 2023/239).

11 Rates of levies prescribed
(1) The rates of the motor vehicle levy for the 2024 levy year are the rates speci‐

fied per motor vehicle in the seventh column of Schedule 1 in relation to a
class of leviable motor vehicles in the first column of that schedule.

(2) The rates of the goods levy for the 2024 levy year are the rates specified in the
seventh column of Schedule 2 in relation to a class of leviable goods in the first
column of that schedule.
Regulation 11(1): amended, on 1 January 2024, by regulation 5 of the Climate Change (Synthetic
Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2023 (SL 2023/239).
Regulation 11(1): amended, on 1 January 2015, by regulation 5 of the Climate Change (Synthetic
Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2014 (LI 2014/294).
Regulation 11(2): amended, on 1 January 2024, by regulation 5 of the Climate Change (Synthetic
Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2023 (SL 2023/239).
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Regulation 11(2): amended, on 1 January 2015, by regulation 5 of the Climate Change (Synthetic
Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2014 (LI 2014/294).

Exemptions from payment of levy
Heading: inserted, on 1 July 2013, by regulation 5 of the Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas
Levies) Amendment Regulations 2013 (SR 2013/272).

11A Exemption for certain leviable motor vehicles registered on or after 1 July
2013

(1) A person who registers a leviable motor vehicle on or after 1 July 2013 is
exempt from paying the levy if, before 1 July 2013, the motor vehicle received
an entry inspection and certification.

(2) In this regulation,—
entry inspection and certification means the process by which the Registrar
of Motor Vehicles is satisfied of the matters in regulation 5(1)(a) of the Land
Transport (Motor Vehicle Registration and Licensing) Regulations 2011 in rela‐
tion to the motor vehicle
registered means registered under Part 17 of the Land Transport Act 1998.
Regulation 11A: inserted, on 1 July 2013, by regulation 5 of the Climate Change (Synthetic Green‐
house Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2013 (SR 2013/272).

12 Exemption for household goods and effects of passengers
(1) A passenger on a ship or an aircraft who imports leviable goods that are the

passenger’s household goods or other effects is exempt from paying the levy in
relation to those leviable goods if the goods are not intended for gift, sale, or
exchange.

(2) Subclause (1) applies whether the leviable goods accompany the passenger or
otherwise.

Goods levy: Information requirements

13 Information to be collected
The following information is to be collected and kept under section 248 of the
Act in relation to leviable goods that contain a synthetic greenhouse gas speci‐
fied in Schedule 2:
(a) shipping and importation documentation, including the following:

(i) all entries required to be made under the Customs and Excise Act
2018:

(ii) entry documentation (including any declaration, certificate, per‐
mit, or licence):

(iii) vouchers:
(iv) bills of lading, waybills:
(v) shipping instructions, freight forwarders instructions:
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(vi) insurance papers:
(vii) consignment notes:
(viii) import charges accounting details:
(ix) packing lists:
(x) manifests:
(xi) outturn records:
(xii) goods tally records:

(b) ordering and purchasing documentation, including the following:
(i) orders, confirmations of orders:
(ii) purchase agreements, conditions of purchase:
(iii) product specifications:
(iv) royalty agreements, pricing agreements, agreements to negotiate

pricing, warranty agreements:
(v) invoices, pro forma invoices:
(vi) commissions and brokerage agreements:
(vii) any other contracts:
(viii) written communications between the importer and any party to the

importation:
(c) charts and codes of accounts, accounting instruction manuals, and sys‐

tem and programme documentation that describes the accounting system
used by the importer or the importer’s agent:

(d) papers, books, registers, disks, films, tapes, sound tracks, and other devi‐
ces or things in or on which information contained in the records
described in paragraphs (a) to (c) are recorded or stored.

Regulation 13(a)(i): amended, on 1 October 2018, by section 443(4) of the Customs and Excise Act
2018 (2018 No 4).
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Notes

1 General
This is a consolidation of the Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Lev‐
ies) Regulations 2013 that incorporates the amendments made to the legislation
so that it shows the law as at its stated date.

2 Legal status
A consolidation is taken to correctly state, as at its stated date, the law enacted
or made by the legislation consolidated and by the amendments. This presump‐
tion applies unless the contrary is shown.
Section 78 of the Legislation Act 2019 provides that this consolidation, pub‐
lished as an electronic version, is an official version. A printed version of legis‐
lation that is produced directly from this official electronic version is also an
official version.

3 Editorial and format changes
The Parliamentary Counsel Office makes editorial and format changes to con‐
solidations using the powers under subpart 2 of Part 3 of the Legislation Act
2019. See also PCO editorial conventions for consolidations.

4 Amendments incorporated in this consolidation
Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2023 (SL 2023/239)
Climate Change (Emissions Trading Scheme and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment
Regulations 2022 (SL 2022/267): Part 5
Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2019 (LI 2019/234)
Customs and Excise Act 2018 (2018 No 4): section 443(4)
Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2014 (LI 2014/294)
Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations (No 2) 2013 (SR
2013/382)
Climate Change (Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Levies) Amendment Regulations 2013 (SR 2013/272)
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