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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

2401~11-01 Authority 

These regulations are promulgated by the Republic 
of Palau Environmental Quality Protection Boan: 
pursuant to the author:ty granted it by Title 2,; of thf 
Palau National Code. These regulations < 1,\(l have 
the force and effect of law and shall be bindt''g ,.,r Jil 
persons and other entities subject to the juri 0 ci:ction 
of the Republic of Palau. The Board sh al I a;-J~,;-,- ~Lese 
regulations to all marine and fresh water bf'.--ii,~s in 
the Republic of Palau. 
(tffeaive May ZG, 19%) 

2401-11-02 Purpose 

It is the purpose of these regulation5 to: 
(A) Identify the uses for which ti1e various waters 

of the Republic of Palau shall be mainta11,ed and 
protected. 

(B) Specify the water quality standnrds reauired 
to mainta;n the desigildted uses. 

(C) Prescribe reg,dations neces£ary for imp!{'­
ment1ng, achiev;1,f:, a;;ci r.12.htd,:m;;, ~'.e ,_;p2ci:i..::,:: 
water quality, and io protect he:.!th, welfa:-e z.:11..: 
property, 'and to assure that no pollutants are 
discharged into these waters without being given the 
degree of treatment or control necessary ~o ~Jfl'"'ent 
pollution. 
(Elfe<:1i"" May Z6, 19%1 

2401-11-03 Policy 

It is the pol icy of the Republic of Palau that: 
(A) The maintenance of water qu;!Hy that w;'I 

provide for the propagation of aquatic life :md for 
recreation in and on the water is an historical and 
legitimate right of the people of the Republic of 
Palau. 

(B) The ach ievernent oi the water quality goals of 
the Republic of Palau is in the public interest and that 
achievement of these goals should not represent an 
unreasonable barrier to economic or social develop· 
ment. 

(C) Existing water uses and the le':el of water 
quality necessary to protect existing ,13es shall be 



maintained and protected. No further water quality 
degradation which would interfere with or become 
injurious to these existing uses is allowable. Existing 
uses are those actually attained in the water body on 
or after November 28, 1975, whether or not they are 
included in the water quality standards. 

(D) Waters whose existing quality is less than the 
quality specified by these standards shall be improved 
to comply with these standards. 

(E} Waters whose existing quality exceeds levels 
necessary to support propagation of fish, shellfish, 
and wildlife and rec;reation in and on the water shall 
be maintained and protected unless and until the 
Board finds, after full opportunity for public participa­
tion and intergovernmental coordination, that 
allowing lower water quality is necessary to accom­
r11oda,e an important economic ·or social develop­
ment !ll rhe area in which the waters are located. In 
1~0 event, however, rnay degradation of water qua I ity 
intcrfo;e with or become injurious to existing uses. 
lrn;Jlementation of this policy shall be in accordance 
,vith Title 24 of the Palau National Code and the 
, ules and regulations promulgated thereunder. [See 
a1so: Sections 2401-11-09(8)(6) and 2401-l l-20(C)l 

(F) Before any new point source of poHution is 
dilowed to lower the quality of water, the source 
shall be' required to meet and maintain the highest 
srarutory and regulatory requirements. Before a non­
point source is allowed to lower the water quality, 
the· source shal I establish and use the best, cost 
~ifecti-:re,,;;i,nd reasonabl,e management practices. 

c:) . To the extent' practicable, ail new point 
sources of :Jollution ,shall n'ot discharg~ into nea,­
she1, rn frP,11 snface. waters. 

(H) \ nere shall be no direct or ind.reel discharge 
of sewage or other waste into any planned or 
intended ground or surface source of drinking water. 

(I) All sewage and waste shall receive the 
degree of treatment necessary to protect the beneficial 
uses oi waters of the Republic of Palau before 
discharge. 

(J) In no event shall there be a degradation of 
water quality which shall cause the water quality to 
iall below that necessary to protect the uses oi the 
water for the propagation of aquatic life and for 
recreation in and on the water. 

(K) Outstanding national resource waters be 
protected in a pristine state. 
,J H,·, JI\ I' ;'d,W :!{J. P)IJ(,} 

2401-11~04 Definitions 

(A} "Board" or '\EQPB" means the Republic of 
P<1lau Environmental Quality Protection Board or its 
authorized representative. 

(B) "Chairman" means the Chairman of the 

Republic of Palau Environmental Quality Protection 
Board personally or his authqrized representative. 

(C) "Coastal Waters" means "near-shore waters", 
"off~shore waters" and those brackish, fresh, and salt 
waters that ~re subject to ebb and flow of the tide. 

(D) "Dilution Ratio" as used in Section 2401-l 1-
32(A)(6) is the ratio of entrained water to quantity of 
discharged water at the plume center I ine after initial 
dilution. 

(E) "Groundwater" means any and all water 
found beneath the earth whether in confined or 
unconfined areas. 

(F) "Initial Dilution" means the dilution that the 
wastewater has achieved with the receiving water at 
the centerline of the mixing zone as defined in 
Division I below where the mixture surfaces or the 
density of the m ixh,re becomes equal to the density 
of t!1e: surrour.C:lng receiving water. The "initial 
dilutio,," may be calculated by using the proceJure 
in Users Ct;ide ::indOocumentation for Outfall Plume 
Mod·'I I J.i. 8aumgartner. D.S. Trent and K. V. Byram, 
Working Paper #80, EPA, Pacific Northwest Water 
labor;,to,y May 1971. (Available by writing National 
Technical :nforrnation Service 5285 Port Royal Road, 
Spring~ieid, Virginia 22151, Order Number NTISPB 
204-55i! 

(G) "License" or "Permit" means any license or 
permit grwted by an agency of the National 
Government to conduct any activity which may result 
in any discharge into the waters, of the Republic of 
Palau. 

• (H) "Cicc:isir,g (Ir Permitting ·Agenci' means "lny 
agerici ot ,: .e N2:rona! Government to .-vh,ch 
app::~ation .. ,nadfi fo: 3!°cer.se or permit ar:--1 •;:hid1 

, has the authoril'.' LO issue a license or permit 
(I) "Mixing Zone" means a defined area around 

a point source in v11nich specific water quality criteria 
may be revised in accordance with Sections 2401-11-
30 througl, 2401-11-36, inclusive of these regula­
tions. A zone of mixing is the volume of water near 
the point of discharge within which the waste 
immediatPly mixes with ocean water due to the 
momentum of the waste discharge and the difference 
in density bdween the waste and the receiving 

(J) "Natural" means free of substances or 
conditions or a combination of both attributable to 
human activities. 

(K) "Natural Condition" or "Naturally Occurring" 
means that state of water quality that would exist at 
a specified time ~nd place in the absence of human 
activities, 

(L) "Near-Shore Waters" means those salt waters 
lying within a defined reef area, or those salt waters 
up to 1,000 feet off-shore where there is no defined 
reef area. 

(M) "Non-Point Source" means any origin from 



which pollutants emanate in an unconfined and un­
channeled manner including but not limited to 
surface runoff and leachate seeps. 

(N) "Off-Shore Waters" means all coastal waters 
beyond the limit defined for "near-shore" waters. 

(0) "Outstanding National Resource Waters" 
means the waters of national spawning grounds, 
preserves, and waters of exceptional recreational or 
ecological significance. 

(P) "Person" means the Republic of Palau, a 
state, a political subdivision, a public or private 
institution, corporation, partnership, joint venture, 
association, firm or company organized or existing 
under the Laws of Palau or of any state or country, a 
lessee or other oc.cupant of property, or any individ­
ual, acting singly or as a group. 

(Q) "Point Source" rreans any discernible, 
confined and discrete conveyance, including but not 
limited to any pipe, ditch, channel tunnel, conduit, 
we!i, discrete fissure, container, •;e5sel or other 
floating craft from which pollutants are or may be 
discharged. 

(R) "Pol I utant" means but is not limited to 
dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, 
sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, munitions, chemical 
waste, biological material, radioactive materials, heat, 
wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand, and 
industrial, municipal and agricultural waste. 

(S) "Pollutant Discharge" means either a point 
source or non-point source ot ;:,ollutant discharge. 

(TI "Pollutant Discharge Permit" means any 
Republic of Palau Enviror.mer-t:.I Quaiily Protection 
Board Pollutant Discharge Permit r<::sued pursu?,:-t, to 
:,,:-ction<: 24QJ-11-7.1 ,1,r~;•;gh 74(' t 11-36, indusive, 
of ~he Republic cf Palau Envir~-.nrnental Quality 
Protection Board Marine and Fresh Water Quality 
Regulations. 

{U) "Surface Water" means any water as found 
on the surface of the earth or under the influence of 
run off or other water. 

(V) "Water Quality Certification" means :a 
statement which asser~s that a proposed discharge 
activity will not violate applicable water quality 
standards. 

(W) "Water Quality Standards" :11eans standards 
established for any and al I wa~ers located within the 
Republic of Palau. 

(X} "Wetlands" means those areas that are 
inundated or saturated with surface or groundwater at 
a frequency and duration sufficient to support a 
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in 
saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include 
saltwater swamps, freshwater/marshes, and cultivated 
wetlands. These waters shall be classified as surface 
water. 
(Hf<'Ctive May 26, 19%) 

WATER·USE CLASSIFICATION 

2401-11-05 Classification of Coastal Water Uses 

~oastal waters are classified in accordance with 
uses to be protected in each class as follows: 

(A) ([ass AA Waters. 
(1) The uses to be protected in this class of water 

are oceanographic research, the support and 
propagation of shellfish and other marine life, 
conservation of coral reefs and wilderness areas, 
compatible recreation and other aesthetic enjoyment. 

(2) It is the objective that th is class of waters 
remain as near to their natural state as possible with 
an absolute minimum of pollution from any source. 

(3) To the extent possib!e the wilderness 
character of such areas shali be protected. No ;:,oint 
source discharge will be permitted in these wa:ers, 
nor will destruction of reefs, aqua~ic h2oitants or 
other resources be permitted. 

(4) The classification of any wate.- 2re:'.S as Class 
AA sh al I not pre I ude other uses of such waters 
compatible with these objective_; and in rnnformance 
with the standards applicable to them. 

(8) Class A Waters. 
(1) The uses to be protected in this class of 

waters are recreational (including fishing, swimming, 
bathing, and other water contact sports), aesthetic 
enjoyment, and the support a.1d propagation of 
aquatic life. 

(2) It is the objective that in this c1.::;-; of 11\/a\1-;~s, 
use for recreational purposes and ae;;th~ti:.: N1joyn;slnt 
shall not be limited in any way. 

(3) C:3.s5 A waters shall '.-e '.;::pt de,~.-. •Jf ar1y 
trash, solic' materials and oil, ~nd shall not .::·2t as 
receiving waters for any effluent which has not 
received the highest degree of treat:ne11t or comrol 
practicable ur.der existing technolcgical and eco­
nomic conditions and shall be compatibl~ with ~he 
standards established for this class. 

(C) Class B Waters. 
(1 J The uses to be protected in t!--is dass ('f 

waters are small boat harbors, COIT'mercial and 
industrial shipping, bait fishing, compatibie recre­
ation, the support and propagatic,~ d aquatic !;fe, ancl 
aesthetic enjoyment. 

(2) It is the objective ior this class of waters th.::1 
discharge of any pollutant be controlled to the 
maxim um extent possible and that sewage and 
industrial effluen, receive the highest degree of 
treatment practicable under existing technological and 
economic conditions, and shall be compatible with 
the standards established for this class. 

(3) The Class B designation should apply only to 
a limited area next to boat docking facilities in bays 
and harbors. 



(4) The rest of the water area in such bay or 
harbor not falling within the area identified in the 
previous paragraph shall be Class A unless given 
some other specific designation. 
(Ef{e(i il't' May 26, 19%) 

2401-11-06 Classification of Fresh Water Uses 

Fresh waters are classified in accordance with the 
uses to be protected as follows: 

(Al Class 1 Waters. 
(1} The uses to be protected in this class of 

waters are drinking water supply, food processing, 
the support and propagation of aquatic life, and 
compatible recreation. 

(2) It is the objective that this class of waters 
remain in as near their natural state as possible with 
,:•n absolute minimum of pollution from any source. 
1 o the extent possible, the wi!derness character oi 
0.ucl, areas shall be protected. Waste discharge into 
thesp waters is prohibited. 

(BJ Class 2 Waters. 
(1J The uses to be protected in this class of 

waters are bathing, swimming, the support and 
propagation of aquatic life, compatible recreation, 
dnd agricultural water supply. 

(2) It is the objective for this class of waters that 
their use for recreational purposes, propagation of fish 
and other aquatic life and agricultural and industrial 
wal"!r supply not be limited in any way. Such waters 
,he.di be kept clean of trash, solid waste m_aterials aRci 
,'+, and shall not .act as receiving waters for any 
P.iiL1ent which has nofreceived the highest degree ol 
: , .. ,- :-"en: or contra)' pr:;i.c:ticable .. under ex :sting 
kchno!ogi~al arid economic c0nditic,ns, and sh al I be 
compatible v.iith the standarcts established for this 
d.iss. 
{lffvniv,• Ma,· 26, 19%f 

1401-11~07 Classification of Groundwater 

(A) Class I: Special Groundwater are those that 
,in• highly vulnerable to contamination because of the 
hydrological characteristics of the areas under which 
1hr•y occur 2nd that are also characterized by either 
i: •h•~ 1·t;llowing two factors: 

1 I 1 11 replaceable, in that no reasonable alterna-
t1vP. ~ource of drinking water is available to sub,tan-
11cil populations; or 

(2) Ecologically Vital, in that the aquifer provides 
llw base flow for a particularly sensitive ecological 
system that, if polluted, would destroy a unique 
hdbitat. 

(B) Class II: Current and potential sources of 
dr1 nking water and waters having other beneficial 
USP.5 .ind al I other groundwater that are currently used 

or are potentially available for drinking water or other 
beneficial use. 

(C) Class Ill: Groundwater not considered 
potential sources of drinking water and of limited 
beneficial u.ses are groundwater that are heavily 
saline, with total dissolved solids levels over 10,000 
mg/I or are otherwise contaminated beyond levels 
that allow cleanup using methods reasonably 
employed in public water system treatment. These 
groundwater also must not migrate to Class I or II 
groundwater or have a discharge to suriace water that 
coufd cause degradation. 
[Hiecti,e May 26, l ~961 

2401-11-08 ClassificationofGroundwaterAreas 

(A) Class I Groundwater Areas: Ali sources of 
fresh groundwater on all islands whether publicly or 
privately owned, used or potentially used, for 
domestic, culinary or food processing ;:,urposes. 

(B) Class If· Groundwater Areas: All fresh 
groundwater not included in Class I or Class Ill. 

(C) Class Ill Groundwater Areas: All groundwa 
ter not considered potential sources of drinking water 
and of limited beneficial use which areheavily saline, 
with total dissolved solids levels over l0,000 mg/I, or 
which are otherwise contaminated beyond IPvels that 
.zillow cleanup using methods reasonably employed in 
public water system treatment. 
[EffectiYO May 26, l ~961 

WATER QUALITY STANDARDS 

24Ul-1 Hl9 B;,.sic Criteria Applicable to All 
'l✓aters 

(Al All waters shall be capable of· supporting 
desirable aquatic life and shall be suitable ror 
recreation in and on the water. 

(BJ Ir. furtherance of the goal set forth in 
Division A of this Section, all waters shall be: 

{1) Free of visible floating materials, oils, greases, 
scum and other floating matter attributable to human 
activities; 

(2) Free from materials attributable to sewdge, 
industrial waste or other human activities that 
produce visible turbidity or settle out to form 
deposits; 

(3) Free from materials attributable to sewage, 
industrial waste or other human Jctivities ,ha1 
produce objectionable color, odor. or taste direc:tk or 

by chemical or biological action with the water or the 
life forms in the water; 

(4) Free from substances attributable to human 
activities that induce undesirable aquatic I ife or 
degrade the indigenous biota; 



(5) Maintained free of toxic substances in 

concentrations that are toxic to or that produce 
detrimental physiological responses in human, plant, 
animal, or aquatic life. Compliance with this 
objective will be determined by use of indicator 
organisms, ana[ysis of species diversity, populdtion 
density, growth anomalies, bioassay of appropriate 
duration or other appropriate methods as specified by 
the Board. The survival of aquatic life in waters 
subjected to waste discharge or other controflabfe 
water quality factors shall not be less than that ior the 
same water body in areas unaffected by the waste 
discharge, or when necessary for other control water 
that is consistent with the requirements for "experi­
mental water" as described in Standard Method::: for 
the Examin::ition of Water and Wastewater, latest 
edition. 1'\s a minimun,, compliance with ,;,is 
(,i Jj~::tive as slated in the previous sentence sha ! ! he 
('v,:,:u,,t0d \'Vith a ninety-six (96) hour bioassay, and, 

(6) The Board shall apply natural backgr0und 
l1'v.:c::~ in place of specified water quality cr,tcri;.; 
S'crndards if natural background water quality is better 
th.i·1 ''ha! specified in other prov;sio1is oi the star,• 
d.:irds !,1 order to preserve the water quality found in 
the natural state to prevent the degradation of natural 
concLtions and implement the anti-degradation 
provisions in Section 2401-11-03. [See: Section 
2401-11-20(0]. 
{L.fil'·rtl\'l,• M,W 26, 1 996} 

2401-11-Hl Microbiological Standards 

(A) "T!ie median total or fecal 
coliform bacteria count shall not 
e,:ceed 70/1 OOm I for any 10 con­
:,Fcutive samples nor shall any sin-

APPU:::AP.LE 
_c,;:_f,!-SSES 

gle sample exceed 230/100 ml. . . . . . AA and 1 
(8) Fecal Coliform count shal I 

not exceed a geometric mean ot 
200/7 00m I for anv 10 consecutive 
~c1rnple~ nor shall any sin ~,e sam-
ple exce~d 400/100 ml. ........... A, 8 and 2 

(C) Enterococci count sh al I 
1 wt exceed a geometric mean oi 
3l/100ml for any 5 samples in 
J given 30 day period no, shall 
Jll)' single sample shall exceed 
60/1 OOm I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AA ,rnd A 

ID) In areas where shellfish 
c1w harvested for human con­
sumption, the micro-biological 
~rcrndards ior Class AA and 1 
\Vc1ters shall apply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A, B Jnd 2 
d ll, -d1V~· ~ \Jf ~b p,1}(}} 

2401-1 H 1 pH Standards 

STANDARD 

(A) pH variation shall be 
within 7.7 and 8.5 pH units. 

(B) pH variation shall not be 
greater than 0.2 pH units from na­
tural conditions; but not lower than 
a pH of 6.5 or higher than a pH of 
8.5 from other than natural causes. 

(C) · pH variation shall not be 
greater than 0.5 pH units from na­
tural conditions; but not lower than 
a pH of 6.5 or higher than a pH of 
8.5 from other than natural causes. 

2401-11-12 Nutrient Material 

(A) Th,· ratio oi total nitrogen 
to total ph0sph0rus concentration 

'shall be witi1in: 

APPUCABLf 

CLASSES 

AA, A and B 

2 

APPUCABL ~ 

Ci.ASSES 

(1) 11.1 - 27.1 ............... AA and A 
(2) 6.1 - 18. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
(3) 10% variation of the na-

turally occurring ratio ............. 1 and 2 

(B) The concentration of total 
nitrogen and total phosphorus shal I 
not vary by more than 10% from 
the natural cond;uons .. _ . . . . . Al I \ 1\'ater' 

(•..=) £ <cept fnr concem::::,tirins 
attributable to natura 1 causes nutri­
ent cor:centration shall not exceed: 

( 1) Total Phosphorus 
(a) 0.025 mg/I as P ...... , .... AA and A 

(b) 0.500 mg/I as P .............. B 
(c) 0.200 mg/I as P . . . . . . . . . . . . l and 2 
(d) 0.050 mg/I as P .... Fresh Waters entering 

{2) Tota! Nitrogen 
(al O 400 mg/I as N 
ib) 0.800 mg.II as N 
(C) 0. 750 mg/I as N 
ld1 0.500 mg/I as N 

lakes or reservoir, la, 
a point oi entn; a,1ci 
lakes and re~ervoirs 

AA -rncl A. 

B 

2 

2401-11-13 Dissolved Oxygen 

Sf AN OARD 

(Al Dissolved oxygen concen­
trations shall not vary by more tha11 

APPllC,\BLl 

Cl-\iSlS 



2'i''l, irom natural conditions ..... 
tl·'.1 Except for concentrations 

,d I rdJUIJb le to natural causes dis­
,!J!wd oxygen concentration shall 
11{ )i lw li•ss than: 

( 11 The greater oi 6.0 mg/I, 

.... All Waters 

7 5 % or Saturation 
(21 5.0 mg/I 

...... AA and 1 

. . . . . . . A and 2 
(JJ 4.5 mg/I ... ......... B 

2401-11-14 Total Dissolved Solids, Salinity, 
Currents 

51\:--.JDARO 

:\/ri chilnge in channels, basin 
:.!('ornHrv or water influx shall be 
111c1d: \\·h1ch would cause perma-
1wn1 r h.;nges in isoh;:iline patterns 
oi" rnori~ than 10% from natura; con­
dit io11~. :;r change in salinity out~idi:: 
t lw range of 29-3 5 parts per ihc 11-

,.ind or which \-vould otherwise ad­
\ 1 ·1 sPlv Jiiect the indigenous 1.' iota 
,u1d n,.iturJ! sedimentary patterns. 

I : • . ~ I • .. 1. I f ( I I • ; IJ(, i 

2 HI 1- I 1-15 T empcrature 

STANDARD 

f(0 mperature shall not vary by 
mcirr0 thc111 l .•5 degre-e Fahrenhe!! 
(0. ':.l dew~e Celsius) from the na­
t urJ I conditions in ma'rine and 

.•. f • 

·2-1-01-11-16 Turbidity 

rurb1dity as measured by Neph­
Plometrrc Turbidity Units (NTU) 
~h,il I not_ be: 

IA! Greater than 1 NTU 
\13) Greater than 2 NTU 
,:() Greater than 5 % a 

_.i,,,,,. n.llural conditions .. 
,I li C1 eater than 10·~" 

ii",\'' 1'.1tur<1I conditions .. 

APPLICABLF 

CLASSES 

... All V•/ater:. 

APPLICABLL 

CLASSES 

APPUCAGLl 

CLASSES 

... AA and A 
8 

!--WI- I l · 1 "7 Radioactive Materials 

1.-\) I he concentration of ·radio-

·\l'PL!C·\llll 
Ct,\S:i[S 

active materials in water shall not 
exceed 1130th of the maximum 
permissible limits established 
for continuous occupational expo­
sure given in the latest edition of 
the US. National Bureau of Stan­
dards f-fandbook No. 69 .... 

(BJ No radionucl ides shall be 
present in amounts that would ex­
ceed the maximum permissible 
levels established in the Republic 
of Palau Public Wate::r Supply 

. All Waters 

Regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. All Waters 
(CJ The concentration of radio-

active materials in water shall 
not result in the accumulation 
ot radioactivity in plants or animals 
that \\ ould rs suit i ,; 3 hazard to 
humans or aquatic liie. 
(~fip{"tj\J> .\11, !fi JlJl,Ju., 

'.\II '.'\'arers 

2401-11-18 Oil and Petroleum Prooucis 

STANDARD 

The concentration oi oil and 
petroleum products shall not: 

(A) Be detectable as a visible 
iilm sheen or discoloration of the 
surface or cause an objectionabie 

\PPLIC,>.81.F 

CLASSES 

odor. . ................ -....... All Waiers 
(B) Cause t;:iin'.ing of fish or 

oiher aquatic !ire, be injurious to 
the indigeno:;J !1i0Lrl. or c;:iu:;t, ar, 
objectionable ,.::~t~ iri drinking "Na-
ter ............ _ . . . . . . . . . .. All Water~ 

(Cl Form an oil deposit on 
beJches or shore I ines or on the 
bottom 01 a body of water. ...... All Waters 

2401-11-19 Toxic Substances 

Marine and fresh w,1ter standards ior toxic 
substances are set forth in Appendix A to the these 
M.1rine and Fresh Water Quality Regulations. The 
B(larc! rnc1\ Jmenrl Appendix A from time lo time to 
c1dd add1tif1nal substanci:'s or modiiy the standards ior 
pdrt1c u ;di si.rlJslJn< PS JS t llP Board deems appropn ate 

2-W 1-1 1-20 General Conditions 

{.-\, \II methods 01 sample co I lectmn, preserva­
tion, ,::nd a11Jlysis ust•d to determine cornpliJnce with 
these s1c1ndards shJII be in accordance with those 



specified in the latest edition of Standard Methods for 
the Examination of Water and Wastewater, by the 
American Public Health Association or methods 
specified by the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency in 40 CFR Section 136 ec seq., as 
appropriate. Samples should be collected at approxi­
mately equal intervals and under those conditions oi 
tide, rainfall, and time of day when pollution is most 
likely to be the greatest or at a maximum level. 

(B} Whenever water quality standards are 
exceeded, samples shall be taken at frequent intervals 
to be determined by the Board according to rhe 
severity of the violation. 

(C) Whenever natural conditions are of a better 
quality than an assigned water quality criteria, the 
natural conditions shall constitute the water quality 
cri terla. [See a':,o: Seetions 240 l,· 1 l-03(E) and 2401-
l l -09(8}(6)]. 

(D) Whene'.'er two numeric criteria are In 
conflict, the more stringent uiteria sha 11 constitute the 
water quality criteria. 

(E} Pollutant discharge to either surface or 
ground waters sh;:i; I be controlled so as lo protect not 
only the receiv,ng water but also those waters in10 

which the receiving waters may flm\. 
1Hf,-c1iv<• May 26. 19961 

IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES 

2401-11-21 Approval Required for New or 
Increased Pollutants 

(h) It shall be a violat:011 of these regula1ions for 
,·riv p\.,rson to. initiate any projl;!ct which may repre­
s1::O (J new o? increased :;,..,ur..:.:: c,f pol!utior,, e:ther 
poi,1t somce or non-pon ,l 5')urce, without first 
obtaining written approv;,I of the EQPB. 

(B} It is incumbent upon the person initiating the 
project to demonstrate to the EQPB that the project 
wili not directly or indirectly impair any beneficial 
uses of the affected waters. 

(C) The EQPB may place conditions oi the 
construction and/or operation of 1he pmjt~c! as 
necessary to mitigate or eliminate any adver,e water 
quality impacts associated with the project. 

(0) The EQPB may withhold .,,,ixoval for any_ 
proJect unti I the project has receivl:-'d a II neressar~ 
p,:,rm its ;,nd clearances or has clemon,tr.:ited th,1t such 
cle,1rances will be obtained at the appropriate tIrne. 

·Ho 1-11-22 Discharge Permit Hl'quired 

Any point source or discharge shali be In \ iolai1on 
or these regulations unless the discha1ge operator hds 
ren~ived a Pollutant Discharge Perm1i from the EQPB. 
{lfipf11\"(." .'-,:t.1y 16, 19961 

2401-11-23 Written Approval for Hazardous 
Substances 

It shall be in violation of these regulations for any 
person to store, dispose oi or allow to accurnulalE' 
any hazardous substance in such a manner that the 
substance may enter the surface or ground waters oi 
the Republic of Palau without first obtaining written 
approval of the EQPB. Such substances include, bui 
are not I imited to petroleum products, pesticides, 
radioactive substances, and toxic chemicals. The 
EQPB may require persons handling hazardous 
substances to implement measures to reduce the 
possibility of contaminating the surface or ground 
waters of the Republic oi Palau. 
tHfr-rth·"'" J\·Ml :·r,. 199,sJ 

2401-11-24 Respons-?. to Spiils 

(A) In the event of an accidental spill or 
discharge of hazardous substances, the responsihle 
person shall immediately notify the EQPB and take all 
reasonable measures to contain the material so that it 

will not con tam in ate the surface or ground waters of 
the Republic of Palau. 

(B) Failure to notify the EQPB within 24 hours 
and take reasonable mitigation measures shall also 
constitute a violation of these regu latior,s. 
((f!CC,i\'(' Ma'!' 26. 199(,) 

fRANSlTION UNDER C0/1(-'/\CT 

1401-11-25 Definitions 

Un!ess specifically indicated othr-;rwi~~•, or unles, 
the context clearly requires a different meaning, fo, 
the purposes of Section:; 2401-11-b through 2401-
11-29, inclusive: 

(A) . NPDES Permit" means any USEPA Nat1on,.il 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit issuPd 
by the US EPA under the authority of the U.S. Federal 
Water Pollution Contml Act Amendme,1ts of 1972. 
82 Stat. 886, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq, as amendPd h\ 
the Clean Water Act of 1977, 91 St;;H. 1566, 31 
U.S.C. 1251, e( seq, and the Water Quality Act (1' 

1987, 10 I Stat. 7, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq. 
(8) ··usEPA" means the United StatE>s Emiron­

mental Protection Agency. 
·t fh-i ~ " M,i. '~ I ~l'q(,l 

2-HJ 1-1 1-26 Continuation of NP DES Permits 

(.-\) -\II NPDES Permits, and the terms dlld 

conditions thereof, in eiiect on Seµtember 29, 199-+ 
for disc\1drges within the territory oi the Republic "1 

Palau sh,i 11 continue in efiect after the implernentalirn1 
of the Compact of Free Association between tlw 



J{i~pub!H 01 PJlau and the United States of America 
.111d .in~ hereby adopted as EQPB Pollutant Discharge 
Permits. 

(8) All holders oi NPOES Permits and those that 
discharge pollutants, whether directly or indirectly, 
whether from point-sources or non-point-sources must 
continue to abide by the terms and conditions of the 
NPDES permits (as adopted as EQPB Pollutant 
Discharge Perm its) unti I they are replaced by a 
subsequent EQPB Pollutant Discharge Permit. 

2-J.O 1-11-27 Palau Discharge Permit Application 
Required 

Al I ho Ide rs of N PDES Perm its and those that 
discharge pol I utants, vvhether di reclly or indirectly, 
whether from point,sources or non-point-sources 
shall. within 90 days of the implementation o; the 
Compan of Free Association, apply to the EQPB for 
,.1 I1ew rn rt>v1s:?d Pollutant Discharge Permit. 

2-l01-11-28 Continuation of Permitted Conduct 

During the time period when such a permit 
dpplic..•,ion is_ pending before the EQPB, the dis­
charges authorized by the NPDES Permit (as adopted 
as an EQPB Pollutant Discharge Permit) may 
continue, notwithstanding any expiration date on the 
permit. Once, however, the EQPB issues a new 
Pollutant Discharge Permit as a result of the applica­
tit1n i•eqJired by Sf'ction 2401-11-27, all authoriza­
tinn~ ro discharge pollutants under the NPDES Pe1-mit 
(clS Jdopted j~ C:11 ~ ;')PB Pol I utan! Discharge Pen,. it) 
-...h,dl o.>cise. 

2401-11-29 Compliance With Law Required 

Nothing 111 these regulations shall be construed to 
Jllow any person to avoid the requirements of the 
Environmental Quality Protection Act, and the 
Regulations promulgated thereunder, including but 
11ot limited to the Sections 2401-11-21 and 2401-11-
~2 or tlw Marine .md Fresh Water Quality Regula­
! 11 )175 requ i I e•01ent that prior 1witten ,wthonzation and 
.1,,pmpridte permih lw obtained from the EQPB prior 
:, , 1'1-· II1!fid,Ion oi anv projPct th,;, may repres-2nt J 

,i,•1v 1!1 ,nnedsed source ui eitlwr point-source or 
n, >11-noII1i ,uuru, pol I ut i o 11 

MIXING ZONES 

2401-11-30 Applicability and limits 

I,\, The vvatei quality qandaicis and criteri,1 set 

iorth In Sections 2401-11-9 1hrough 2401-11-19 may 
apply within a mixing zone unless ~pecific alternative 
criteria have been approved by tlw Board. 

(B) Mixing zones wi 11 not be granted i 11 ! ieu oi 
reasonable control measures to reduce point source 
pollutant discharges but will be granted to compli­
ment the applicable controls. 
(Ufo.cll~'t.' M.ly 26. l9~CJI 

2401-11-31 Permit Required 

(A) Al! ne\, point source dis( barges beginning 
after December 1, 1990 shall apply for an EQPB 
Pollutant Discharge Permit. This permit shall be 
required even if it can be demonstrated that the 
discharge will meet the applicable water quality 
standards at the point of d;scharge. 

(B) It sh,,II-be a vivlation of these regulations for 
any person to commence discharging from a new 
point or non-po-nt sOL:,ce vvithout first obtaining all 
required permits 
~ftrcctive Ma~• 26, 19'9f1 ~ 

2401-11-JL Mixing Zone Application 

{A) Any application ior a zone of mixing must 
contain the following: 

(1) Evidence that the EQPB Pollutant Discharge 
Permit has been applied for and will be obtained; 

(2) A description of tlie waste to be discharged 
including flow rate and pollutant types and quantities; 

(3) The location of the.discharge and a descrip­
tion of the disposal methods(e.g. OLitfall size, number 
and type of diffusers. etc. I; . 

(4) Ev;de·ice that tti·e ··concentration of toxic 
substances present in the discharge will not violate 
water qua I ity standards for toxic substances; 

(5) Identification of those substances for which 
the mixing zone Is :Pquirf-:d; 

(6) A certification for each substance identified 
in these regulation, that after initial mixing the 
concentration of the substance wil I not exceed the 
applicable water quJlity standard The following 
equation shall be used to calculate concentration after 
initial dilution. 

C ~ ~ - C1,J.!2.L 
rn. "" n 

C. ~ Cone, 11l1Jl•<>n ,!lier n11"11g 

C - [ tllw_,,,, ( ~ wcPn1r._:itu 11· C111,1L1rH._1nt~uu.., m..:1,1• 

mun~ 

c rtH k.~ l}lll'J•=, ,,i11 -eH,i~~l ,111 

D ,--,; i1d1...n Jn r.1.i ie 

(71 Evidence' tl0 at l'W b.is1: wJte1 quality 
standards (Section 2-Wl-11-9 th1nugh 2401-11-19, 
inclusive) will not Ile \ io!ated within the m1xmg 
zone; 



(8) A proposed schedule of effluent and receiv­
ing waler monitoring to determine compliance \vilh 
the proposed mixing zone; 

{9) A technical justification why a mixing zone 
should be permitted; and, 

(10) Any other iniormalion required by the Board. 
(8) The mixing zone shal: be defined under 

ihnse conditions of tide, wind, runoff, density 
stratification and discharge that would result in the 
minimum dilution. 

2401-11-33 Existing Discharges 

All existing point source discharges must apply to 
the Boarri for a mixing zone or demonstrate that one 
i~ nc.,t requ1,ed not later than June 1, 1992. The 
,,:,plicalio,-, procedure is identical to the one for new 

]a(}J-11-34 f-alse or Misleading Information 

Prohibited 

it shall be in violation of these standards for any 
person to knowingly present false or misleading 
information to the Board in an application for ;i 

rn ixing zone. 
, I (f1••,:t1w M,1\· 26 l'ltJ6J 

2401-11-35 Mixing Zone Application Revievv 

(r\J !n rev:e1.1ing a mixing zone application the 
Gu..ird wi!: ron~,rier: 

( 11 F'.'e~Pnt Jnd 1nticipated uses er tl-i<:> ,.;ater 
!Judy. 

(2) Whether an adequate zone of passage will 
e;;ist for the movement of aquatic life. 

(3) The proximity of other mixing zones. 
(4) Whether the granting of a mixing zone is in 

the public interest. 
(BJ The Board may request additional informa­

l ton i om the applicant that is deemed relevant to the 
l,1 iJrd's determination. 

2401-11-36 Mixing Zone Certification Oetermi• 
nation 

<Al fhe Board may either approve, condit1onall\ 
c1pp1ovt> or disdpprow a mi)(ing zon<>, applicatin,1 
,1t'1e1 conducting a public hearing on tlw application 
l he Bo.ml will notiiy the applicant in writing oi ih 
(l('tenrnnation. The notiiication wi II i nrl ude, but 1, 
; 1< ii l11rnted to: 

( I) The duralion oi the 1111>:mg zo1\e; and, 
(2) Any conditions placed upon the Board·~ 

approval of the application. Conditions may include, 
but are not limited 10: 

(al Effluent and receiving water monitoring and 
reporting requirements; 

(!J) A timetable for the reduction or elimination 
of the discharge; and, 

fc) The parameters ior "hich the mixing zone i~ 
being granted and the alternative criteria that will 
dpply within the mixing zone. 

(8) It the Board disapproves a mixing zone 
application, it will notify the applicant, in writing, of 

rhe reasons for the disapproui. 
tlffi"l.mP M,W ~n 19')1,~ 

MARINE SANITATION DEVICES 

Unless sp~·-::ih::alli indicated otherwise, or unles~ 
tlw context { ;,.•.·i: '.y requires a different meaning, for 
t lw purpme~ ;.,; iections 2401-11-3 7 and 2401- 11-38: 

iAl "Discharge" includes, but is nm limited to, 
any spifli ng, :~.aking, pumping, pouring, emitting, 
emptying, o: dumping. 

{B} "Federal Water Pollution Control Act" means 
. the U.S. F,:.deral Water Pollution' Control Act 
Amendments of i972, 82 Stat. 886, 33 U.S.C. 1251, 
et seq., as amen--:led by the Clean Water Act of 19 77, 
91 Srat. 1566, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq., and the Water 
Ql1,1!ity Act of 1987, 101 Stat. 7, 33 U.S.C 1251, et 
seq. 

(C) "Marine Sanitati:rn DPvicP." includes an•t 
equip,11eu for i,1:,:alldtion r:,n board a vessel ;:incl 
wliich 1s Jes,gned ·~c receive, retain, treat, o, 
di,-_l1arge sevvage and any process to treat such 
sewage. 

(0) "SP.wage" means human body wastes and the 
wastes from toilets and other receptacles intended to 
receive or 1etain body wastes. 

(E) "Vessel"· includes every description of 

w<1tercraft or other artificial contrivance used, or 
cJpJble oi be,11g used, -~s a means r,( transportation 
on ,my waters ot 0r within the Republic of Palau. 

(Fi Other terms shall have the Definitions sel. 
101 th 11, 40 Cf R Section i 40.1 and 33 CFR Sl?clion 
1 :i'> .. \ 
I ilr t• • l•I 

2401·11-3H Marine Sanitation Device Require­
ments 

All lvLirirk Sanitation Device requirements in 
e!ll'CI within tiit' Republic o{ Palau on September 29, 
199--l, d~ set 11>rth in 33 CFR PJr! 159 and 40 CfR 
l'cir t 1 .. H) sh,111 , < 111li nue in· efiec:t .iiter the impleinenta-



lion oi the Compact of Free Association between the 
Republic of Palau and the United States of America 
and are hereby adopted by reference and no 
discharge of sewage pertaining to vessels shall occur 
within the Republic of Palau in violation of said 
M.Jrine Sanitation Device Requirements. 
(I Ir":,,-,. ~IJ\' 2r,. I ~%1 

SPILL PREVENTION CONTROL AND 
COUNTERMEASURES (SPCC) 

2401-11-39 Applicability 

Sections 2401-11-39 through 2401-11-41 apply 
bu! are not limited to all facilities that, on September 
29, ·1994, were subject to the SPCC requirements of 
USEPA. This includes, but is not limited to all bulk 
pH: nleurn product storage faci I ities with i 11 the 
i,,,,,uolic of Palau. 
I H1, - i~• ,\\.iy 2h, l 9':J!i) 

240 l-11-40 Defir-iU-1,6 

Uni2ss specifically indicated otherwise, or unless 
the context dearly re~uires a different meaning, for 
the purposes of this Section, 

(A) "Owner or Operator" means any person 
owning or operating a~ on-shore facility or an off­
shore facility, and, in the case of an abandoned 
bc:ility, any person that owned or operated the 
1.wility immediately prior to abandonment. 

(B) "SPCC Plan" means the Spill Prevention 
Control and Codntermeasure Pldn required pursuant 
lo 40 CFR Part 1: 2. 

2<",01-11-41 SPCC Requirements 

(A) The SPCC Plan and oil sµill requirements of 
40 CFR Parts 110, 111 and 112 are hereby adopted 
by reierence, except that ihe Board shall have the 
<1u1hority to take any action or impose any require-
11w11t that said Parts of the CFR authorize the 
,\dnirnistrator to lake or impose. 

:13) Any person that owns or operates any 
1,in I i!y. whether off-shore or on-shore, sh al! complete, 
mJ1ntJin, and, as either necessary or as required by 
the EQPB, revise the SPCC plan for that facility to the 
,,l!W' extent required by 40 CFR Paris 110, 111 and 

l I~-

WATER USE AREAS: 
CLASSIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENl 

H0-1-11-42 Surface Waters 

I.he following classification of water uses shall 
,qiph· to the iol!owing are.:is: 

(A) Babeldaob 
( 1) Class AA: A 11 areas not otherwise classified 

and those coastal waters not having a specific water 
use classification are considered Class AA Waters. 

(2) Class B: Village Docks 
{B) Koror 
(1) Class AA: All areas (not otherwise classiiied) 
(2) Class A: 

(a) Meyuns 
(bl Echang 
(cl Cholebdechal (Oleblechol) 
(d) Ngiritang 
(e) M-Dock (Singhatoba) Point 
(f) Ngetmeduch 
(g) Mechang 
(3) Class B: 
(a) Malakal (Ngemelachel) Harbor 
(b) .M Dock (Singhatoba1 !ncluding SL of 

Ngerbeched Shore 
(c) Kemangel Toachel, e>:cludi,,g T-Dock 

(Ngerkemais) 
(d) Metukerademu! to E. side ot old Japanese 

Dock (DerromelJ 
(e) Ngereksong 
(C) Peleliu 
(1) Class AA: All areas (not otherwise classified) 
(2) Class A: 
(a) Ngebad to Ngarekeiukel point 
(bl Southern side of island 
(3) Class B: Akalakul, (Elochel) Dock 
(D) Angaur 
(1) Class AA: All areas (not oth<>'.V:ise clas~ified) 
(2) Class A: 

(a~ Pkulamekaep (Hk·1iamekac>l') p0irir t-J 
Medorm 

(bl Beach south of Pkulagelul (Bkulengeluul) 
point 

(c) 82ach between Ngedeloch point and 
Medorm 

(3) Class 8: Angaur (Ngeaur) Harbor 
(El Sonsorol 

Class AA: Al I areas (not otherwise classiiied) 
IF) Tobi 

Class AA: All areas (not otherwise c lassii1ed) 
1G) lv\erir 

Cl ass AA: A 11 areas (not otherwise ( lassi i1ed) 
·.1-l) Pu !o Anna 

Class AA: All areas (not otherwise classii1ed) 

2401-11---1-3 Groundwater'Areas 

l he following classification of water uses shall 
a1dy to the following areas: 

,A) Class I Groundwater: All source) of iresh 
gr,,undwater on a!! islands, whether publicly or 



privately owned, used or potentially used, for 
domestic, culinary or food processing purposes. 

(Bl Class II Groundwater: All fresh groundwater 
not included in Class I and Class 111. 

(C) Class Ill Groundwater: All groundwater not 
considered potential sources of drinking water and of 
limited beneficial use which are heavily saline, with 
total dissolved sol ids levels over 10,000 mg/I or 
which are otherwise contaminated beyond levels that 
al low cleanup using methods reasonably employed in 
public water system treatment. 
((i/c-ctive May 25. 19%) 

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION 

2401-11-44 Permits/Licenses Subject to Certifi­
cation 

(A) Water quality cer.1fication must be provided 
by the Board prior !o the i:;suance of any EQPB 
Permits or any permits r£quired by Sections 402 and 
404 of the United States Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 
Sections 1342 and 1344) and section l O of tl;ie 
United States Rivers and Harbors Act, approved 
March 3, 1899, {33 U.S.C. 403). , 

(8) A Republic oi Palau Foreign Investment 
Board license may also be required in order to 
receive water quality certification. 
(<l'fedive May 26. 1996) 

2401-11-45 Scope ,of Work 

The scope ~f review of applicat,on~ for certifica­
t;~rn shall be '.uffkie,it to c:r:1en,1;ne th2: no permit 
w0uld violate water quality st~nJards pr become a 
source of pollution in the tuture. Such review shall 
include an examinztion of bul not limited to the 
following: 

(A) Impact on water quality at the proposed 
project site; 

(B) Impacts on water quality of any or all waters 
influenced by the project, including groundwater, 
downstream and upstream waters, tidal influenced 
water or other fresh, m;;:ine, or brackish water 
influenced by the project as a result of topography, 
percolation, recharge currents or other hydrologic 
and geologic conditions; 

(C) Impacts of operation oi the project 01·, water 
quality at site and influenced waters as described in 
Division 8; and 

(DJ All criteria and standards included in these 
regulations shall be considered. 
•Hi('\'tiw• May U1-, 1 l,J9M 

2401-11-46 Approval Criteria 

(A) No certitication shall be issued in violation of 

the national pol icy set forth in Section 2401-11-03 of 
these regulations. 

(B) Certification of projects which are not water 
dependent shall be denied. · 

{C) Certification of non-water dependent projects 
for which there is a viable alternative shall be denied. 

(D) Certification is denied if the project will 
prevent or interfere in the maintenance of applicable 
water quality standards. 

(E) Certification is denied if impacts to water 
quality can not be made acceptable through condi­
tioning of the certification and/or permit for which 
certification is sought. 
(Uiective May 26. I 996) 

2401-11-47 Conditioning of the Certification 

(A) The Board srall pld.cp dny cond1riom on a 
water q'uality certification that are necessary to assure 
the appiicant will comply with water quality stan­
dards, effluent limitations, anu with any applicabie 
Republic of Palau or its State's Laws or Regulations. 

(Bl Conditions shall ind,de. but are not limited 
to: 

(1) structural and nonstructural mitigation 
measures; 

(2) appropriate effluent treatment systems; 
(3) appropriate operations and maintenance 

plans; 
(4) compensation to the fullest extent p0ssible 

for functional losses to the !oca! ecosy<;(f:m by the 
unavoidably lost wetlands; and, 

(5) compensation for the loss of certc1in aff:,h 
with H,e p.,rrn.:inent r,:-e~f:rvatic'i 0, •)thF1 ,im:,ar 
ecosy:.1:em s. 
(Effective May 26. 1996) 

2401-11-48 Contents of Certification 

A certification made by the Board shall include the 
following: 

(A) The name and address of the applicaN; 
(B) A statement that the Chairman ha~ either: 
(1) Examined the application made by t11e 

applicant to the licens1.1g or pC-!rmitting agency 
(specifically identifying the numher or code affixed to 
such application) and bases the certification upon an 
evaluation of the information contained in such 
Jppl ication which is relevant to water qua I ity 
Cf?nsiderations; or, 

(2) Examined other information iurnished by the 
applicant sufficient to permit t•1e Chairman to make 
the statement described in Subdivision 1 above; 

(CJ A statement that there is a reasonable 
assurance that the activity will be cond~cted in a 
manner which will not v10late applicable water 



quality standards; 
(D) A statement o( any conditions which the 

Chairman deems necessary or desirable with respect 
to the discharge of the activity; and, 

(E) Such other information as the Chairman may 
determine to be appropriate. 
U H,•niv!' Mi1)' 2(-,, l 996) 

2401-11-49 Standard For Certification 

It. after considering the complete application, 
i nmrnents received during the public comment 
p<~ri od, the record of any pub I ic hearing held 
pursuant to 24 PNC Section 162 and other informa-
1io11 and data as the Chairman deems relevant, should 
!he Chairman determine that there is a reasonable 
Jssura;ice that applicable water qvc:[ity standards will 
not be violated and the best practic::ble methods of 
control will be applied to a di~charge which is the 
:,~•:q]t oi any activity including, but 11ot limited to, the 
c on~rruct1on and operatio;-; of facilities, then the 
Chai1rnan shall so certify. 

l-l-01-11-50 Certification Modification 

Tl1e ChJ1rman may modify the certification prior 
lo the issuance of any applicable license or permit, 
after consideration of information presented by the 
.ipplicant, licensing or permitting agency or other 
government agencies or interested parties. 
f1.Ut•,1n·f M,L\• lf1. 1996) 

;M01·11-51 Contents of Applkativn 

v1 ,\n applicant for tertifr~aticn shall submit a 
<"ornplele description of the discharge involved in the 
.icti •.'ity for which certification is sought, with a 
1eqlll~st ior certification sign . .::d by the applicant. Su< r1 
description shall include the following: 

( 1) The name and address of the applicant; 
(2) A description of the facility or activity, and of 

c1ny discharge into the Republic of Palau waters 
which niay result from the conduct of any activnv 
II)( lt1rling, but not limited to the construction nr 
1 l!)(J1 cttion ( ,i the facility, incl udi 11g characteristic~. oi 
llw dischc11ge, and the location or locations at whi< 11 

... , I, di~1 h.11ge may enter ,vaters of the Republic; 
1 :, I: .ipplicable, a description of the functi, '1 

.,nd npe1,111on of equipment or facilities to cont,,il 
':: ,( :'.clrg,.',. :ncluding specification of the methods r 

(rn11:01 to be used; 
{..Jl Tlw estimat(;!d date or dates on which tl'e 

c1c1tv1ty vvdl begin and end the date or dales 1 ·•1 

whJCh the discharge(s) will take place; 
('il If .ipplicable, a description of the methods 

.inti 11,e.in~ being used or proposed to monitor the 

quality and characteristics of lhe discharge and the 
operation of equipment or facilities employed in the 
control of the proposed discharges; 

(8) The Chairman may require the submission of 
additional information after a certification application 
has been filed, and shall insure that, if the certifica­
tion application is incomplete or otherwise deficient, 
processing of the application shall not be completed 
until such time as the applicant has supplied the 
missing information or otherwise corrected the 
deficiency. Tlw Chairman sh al I notify the applicant, 
111 wnring, within thirty (30) days of the submission of 
an appl icalion, if an application is incomplete or 
otherwise deficient. A description of the type of 
additional information necessary to complete the 
application or correct the deficiency will be included 
with such 2 written notice. Failure to provide 
additional infurmarion or to correct 2 deficiency shall 
be sufficient grounds for denial of c~rtification. 

{Cl The dpplicant will be informed, in writing, by 
the Chairman, when a certificatic,11 df):)lication is 
considered to be complete. The Chairman shall act 
on a request for certification with,1\ « period v, hich 
shall not exceed three (3) months; 

(D) The applicant is required to notify the Board 
immediately, in writing, of changes which may effect 
the application and certification process: 

(E) Fees shall be made payable to the National 
Treasury. The Republic and its State governments 
and agencies are exempt from paying filing fees. 
{Effective May 26, 1996) · 

2401-11·5.i Notice and Hearing 

(A) Th~ Cb,1i;m.i.n may, upon reque<;t,. muvide 
the opportunity for a public hearing(s) to consider the 
issuance of a water quality certification. A notice 
shall be published in accordance with 24 PNC 
Section 162. 

(B) The Chairman shall inform the applicant, in 
writing, that such action has been taken. 

(C) All pub! ication costs related to pub I ic 
heari ng(s) notification(sl shall be paid by the app! icant 
to the necessary and appropriate newspaper agen 
cy(ies) prior to publication date. Failure to rlo so may 
resuit in a delay 111 the certification process beyond 
,hree (3/ months 
! fft'{_-Cj\•" M.'11, 16, PJ 1Jhl 

2-1-01-11-53 Waiver 

Ii the disch,Hge m question is the result of 
activ,ties which r<~ceive a nationwide permit for the 
discharge of drt>dge and fill materials, thereby 
tul fi Ii Ing specific conditions of that permit pursuant to 
24 PNC Section 162, then the Chairman will 



determine, on a case-by-case basis, which projects 
are considered to be minor, with a negligible impact 
and non-controversial. Certification requirements of 
this section shall be waived for minor projects which 
have a negligible impact, and are non-controversial 
activities within three (3) months of the receipt of a 
completed application. 
11 lh-cl ive May 26, 19%) 

2401-11-54 Effect of New Standards on Permit­
ted Activity 

The Board shall review any project or activity 
wher2ver: 

(A) A license or permit was issueJ without 
r:ertificarion due to the absence 0f arpl icable water 
quality standards; 

(B) \/\later quality stand;;,·ds applicable to thf' 
waters into which the licensed or pNmitted activity 
may discharge are subsecj-..:Jnif)' established before 
the activity is completed; and, 

{C) The Board detem1 in,:,<; that such uncertified 
c1ctivity is violating waler quality standards. 
-!I lh"<i.11.·t• .lvl.ay 26, I 'J961 

ENFORqMENT 

2401-11-55 Enforcement 

Any person in violation cf any of the ,:iruvisior.s of 

these regulations sh-all be subject to enforcement and 
court action under 24 PNC Sections 161 through 
172, inclusive. 
IHlecti"" May 26, l9%) 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

2401-11-56 Severability Clause 

ff any provisions of these regulations or the 
application of any provision of these regulations to 
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the 
application of such provision to other persons or 
circumstances and the remainder of these regulations 
shall not be effected thereby. 
lEffecfr,e May 2&, I ~96) 

2401-i 1-57 Repealer 

The regulations contained herein •.h,d! 'C'pbu~ the 
Republic of Palau EQPB Marine and .::fr,sh \lVater 
Qua! ity Standards Regulations in ;:ftec:t upon tt,e 
effective date of these regulations. 
1f rr,•ruve MJy 26,, l 9Y6} 
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APPENDIX A 
TOXIC SUBSTANCE CRITERIA 

(Concentrations in ug/l unless otherwise stated) 

CHEMICAL 
NAME 

ACENAPHTHENE 
ACROLEIN 
ACRYLONITRJLE 
BENZENE 
BENZI DINE 
CARBON TETRACHLORIDE 
CHLOROBENZEN[ 
1,2,4-TR:CHLOROBE,✓ZENE'" 

HEXACHLOROBENZENE 
1,2-DICHI.UROETH,\NE 

l, 1, 1-TRIC! KOROETHANE 
HEXACHLOROETHANE 
l, 1-DICHl OROETHANE• 

I, 1,2-TRiCHLOROETHANE 
1, 1,2,2-H TRACHLOROETHANE 
G-!LOROE;HANE• 

815[2-CHLQROETHYUETHER 
2-CHl.OROETHYL VINYL ETHER'" 
2-CHLORONAPHTHALENE• 
2.4,6-TRICHLOROPHENOL 

4-CHLORO-3-METHYLPHENOL 

CH L OP.OPHOR'M 
2-CHLOROPr'':NOL 
1,2-DICHLOROBENZEt-!~ 
1, ::i-L' 1 C1-JLORGBf:t✓ZO-.!L 
1,,LD1CHLOROBEN/'.Ei✓ E 

3,3-DICHLOROBENZIDINE 
1, 1-DICHLORORETHYLENE 
i ,2-TRANSDICHLOROETHYLENE• 

2,4-DIGILORGPHENOL 
1,2-DICHLOROPROPANE~ 
1,3-DICHLOROPROPENE 
2,4-DIMETHYLPHENOL 
L4-DINITROTOLUEN E 
2,6-D!NITROTOLUENE• 
I ,2-0IPHENYL YDRAZI NE 
ETH'I LBENZENE 
FLOURANTHENE 
4-CH LOROPH ENYLPHENYLETHER • 

CHRONIC AQUATIC 
LIFE CRITERIA 

(lnsta1,taneous maxirnus) 

FRESH MARINE 
WATERS WATERS 

4-BROMOE PHENYLPHE NYL ETHER• 
B1S (2-CHLOROISOPROPYL) ETHER 
BIS (2-CHLOROETHOXY) METHANE" 
1\\ETHYLEf'..E CHLORIDE 
,'.\ETHYL Cl iLORIDE 

METHYL BROMIDE 
BROMOFORM 
DICHLORC)DIBROMETHANE 
CHLORODIB ROMOMETHAN E 
HEX/1.CHLCJROBUT ADIEN E 

HUMAN HEALTH 

CRITERIA 
{30 Day Average) 

FRESH 
WATERS 

20° 

320 
.06 
.66 
. l 2ng/L. 

0.4 
20° 

0.72ng/L. 

0.94 
18.4mg/L 
1.9 

0.6 
0.17 

.03 

1.2 
3mg/L 
.19° 
.1 
400 
4,)(; 

4Q0 
.01 
.03' 

.3" 

87 
400° 

l 1 

.04 
1400 
42 

34.7 

19 
19 

19 
19 
19 

.19 

.45 

MARINE 
WATERS 

780 
.65 
40 
.'53ng/l. 
.6.9' 
'4&8 

0.74ng/L. 

:'43 
. 17g/L 
Bf 

41.8 
10.7 

1.36 

3.6 

l sf 

260(: 

2601', 

:16uO 
.02 
1.as· 

14.lmg/L 

9.1 

.56 
3280 
54 

4360 

l 5.:­
l 5.:­
l 5.7 
1 5.7 
l 5.7 
1 5.7 
50 



50. 
SL 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
S[L 
','). 
[,:.;, 

bl. 
,·,) 

bJ. 
64. 
(5 
(16. 

l,7. 
(,i, 

VJ. 

70 
71. 
7 2. 

73. 
74. 
75 
76. 
77. 
78. 
7CJ. 

a □ 
BL 
IIL. 
63. 
84. 

as. 
86 
B:. 
Bil. 

89. 
()n_ 

<Jt 

{)2. 

'll 
lJ--l 

"l 
llfL 

'!7 
'lH 

')'J. 

\00. 
101. 

CHEMICAL 
NAME 

CHRONIC AQUATIC 
LIFE CRITERIA 

{Instantaneous maximus) 

FRESH 
WATERS 

MARINE 
WATERS 

HEXACHLOROCYCLOPENTADIENE 
ISOPHORONE 
NAPHTHALENE• 
NITROBENZENE 
2-NITROPHENOL" 
4-NITROBENZENE" 
2,4-DINITROPHENOL 
4,6-DINITRO-2-METHL YPHENOL 
"J-NlTf<.OSODOIMETHYLAMINE 
N-i'llTROSODIPHENYLAMINE 
N-NlTROSODI-N-PROPYLAMINE~ 
PENTACHLOROPHENOL 131 7.~f 
FHcNOL 
BIS (2-ETHYLHEXYU PHTHALATE 
BUTYL BENZYL PHTHALATE• 
Qt.I-J-BUTYL PHTHALATE 
DI-N-OCTYL-PHTHALA TE" 
DIETHYL PHTHALATE 
DIMETHYL PHTHALA TE 
BENZO(AlANTHRACENE 
BENZO (A) PYRENE 
3,4-BENZOFLOURANTHENE 
BENZO (Ki Fl OURANTHENE 
CHRYSENE 
,\CftJAPHTl-iYLENE 
ANrH~A.C:.Nt 
BENZ.) {CH'.) PERYlENE 
FLCJURr: .c: 
Pf-/ENAN; HRENE 
DIBENZO (AH) ANTHRACENE 
INDENO < I,2,3-CD) PYRENE 
PYRENE 
TETRACHLOROETHYLENE 
TOLUENE 
TRICHLOK OETHYLENE 
Vl'-JYL CHLORIDE 
Al.ORIN 3.0(acute) 1.J(acute) 
O!ELDR11'-; 1.9ng/L 1.lJng/L 
CHLORD,,NE 4.3ng/L 4.0ng/L 
4,-l'-DDT .001 .001 
4,.!'-_DOE .001 .001 
-1 • .:·.000 .001 .001 
A-EN DOS, JLFM>l,\LPHA .056 .0087 
8-ENDOS LFANBETA .056 .0087 
E"-DOSU1I-ANSULF.-\TE .056 .008, 
E"-DRIN 2.3ng/L 2.3ngll 
E>-,DRIN •.LDEHYDE 2.3ng/L 2. 311g/L 
HEPTACf4LOR 3.8ng/L 3.6ng/l 
HEPTAG,1 OREPOXIDE 3.Bng/L 3.6ng/l 
A-BHC-AL:JHA 
B-BHC•Bf I A 
C-BHC-G,\MMA(LINDANEl 0.08 0.16 

HUMAN HEALTH 
CRITERIA 

(JO Day Average) 

FRESH 
WATERS 

1.00 

5.2mg/l 

30° 

70 
13.4 
1.411g,'l 

4 CJ 

JOO 
10Clc 

1 Srng/L 

J'b1g/l 

350mg/L 
313ng/L 
2.8Pg/L. 
2.8ng/l. 
2.8ng/L 
2.8ng/L 
2.8ng/l 
2./-lnr,:L 
2.c,nr,/l. 
2.8n~'L 
L.8n;.;/l.

0 

:c.3ng/L 
2.Bng/L" 
2.>11·,5/l. 

2.8np.l 
0.8 
14.3mg/L 
2.7 
2.0 
.07-ln;:,_IL. 
.oi·111~.-t· 
.46ng L 
.02-lllg/L. 
.02-'lng/L" 
. 02-1,,c;,l 

74 
74 
74 
1.(1 

1.U 

0.2ni~ l 
0.2111.: L 
9 . .!,11; L 

. 16. lng/L· 
l8.(ing/L' 

MARINE 
WATERS 

520mg/L 

14.Jmg/l 
765 
16' 
16' 

50mg/L 

154mg/L 

1800mg/L 
. 2900ng/L 
31 ng/L' 
3 lng/L' 
31ng/L° 
3 lng/L' 
31 ng/L' 
3_1ng/L. 
31 ng/L. 
31ng/L' 
31 ng/L" 
3 lng/l. 
31 ng/l. 
31 ng/L' 
31 ng/l. 

8.8 
424mg/L 
80.7" 
525' 
.079ng/L. 
.076ng/L. 
.48ng/L. 
.024ng/L. 
024ng/L. 

.024nr/L . 
1 59 
159 
1 59 

0.2ng/L. 
0.2ng/L 
3 I ng/l 
54.7f1g/L 
62-Sng/l. 



l 02. 
103. 
!04. 
lfl'i. 
: (J6. 

I 07. 
I OB. 

109. 
110. 
1 1 l. 
112. 
i 13. 
114. 

I 1 j, 
! ](}, 

' 1 7, 

: in 
I l'J. 

i:w. 
l 21. 

122. 
123. 
; 24. 
i 25. 
i?6. 

CHRONIC AQUATIC 

LIFE CRITERIA 

(Instantaneous ma~imus) 

CHEMICAL 
NAME 

G-BHC-DELTA 
PCB-1242 (ARACHLOR 1242) 
PCB-1254 (ARACHLOR 1254) 
PCB-1 221 (ARACHLOR l 22 l) 

PCB-1232 (ARACHLOR 1232) 
PCB-1248 (ARACHLOR 1248) 
PCB-1260 (ARACHLOR 1260) 
PCB-1016 (ARACHLOR 1 C 16) 
TOXAPHENE 
ANTIMONY 
ARSENIC 
ASBESTOS 
BERYLLIUM 
CADMIUM 
CHROMIUM 
COPPER 
CYANIDES 
LEAQ 
MERCURY 
NICKEL 
SELENIUM 
SILVER 
THALLIUM 
ZINC 
DIOXIN (2,3,7,8-TCDD) 

mg/L = milligrams per liter 
n'g/L = i,an·nograrris pe-r liter 
ug/L = ~icrogram~- pe, liter 

FRESH 
WATERS 

.014 

.014 

.014 

.014 

.014 

.014 

.014 
0.2ng/l 

190 

1.11 

11 
121 

5.2 
3.2 1 

0.012 
160 1 

5.0 
0.12 1 

110~ 

= criteria based o;, one in a million health risk 
" =criteria based on a organ-oleptic data 
t = toxicity hardness dependent, based on a 

hardness of ~ 00 mg/L calcium carbonate 
I =toxicity pH dependent, based on a pH of 7 0 
• = no criteria promulgated at this time 

MARINE 
WATERS 

.03 

.03 

.03 

.03 

.03 

. 03 

. 03 
0.2ng/l 

36 

9 31 

50 
2.9 1 

1.0(acutel 
5.6 1 

0.025 
8.3 1 

71 
2.3 

86 1 

HUMAN HEALTH 

CRITERIA 

(30 Day Average) 

FRESH 
WATERS 

.079ng/L' 

.079ng/L. 

.079ng/L' 

.079ng/L' 

.079ng/L' 

.079ng/L • 

.079ng/L' 
0.7ng/L' 
146 
2 2ng/L. 
30000f/L" 
6.Bng/L" 
10 
50 
1 rng/L" 
200 
50 
0.14 
13.4 
10 
so 
13 
5mg/L0 

.00001 3 ng/L' 

MARINE 
WATERS 

.079ng/L' 

.079ng/L. 

.079ng/l' 

.079ng/L" 

.079ng/L. 

.079ng/L 

.079ng/L . 
0.7ng!L. 

45mg/L 
1 7 Sng/L 

11 :nr/L · 

0.15 
100 

48 

.0000 l 4ng/L' 


