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WHEREAS, the World Economic Forum (WEF) has highlighted the need for
governments to ensure that waste management systems are well supported to deal with
current and future plastic waste, especially with the significant increase in plastic
pollution from home deliveries and medical waste due to the COVID-19 pandemic?;

WHEREAS, studies on tracking circular economy promotions in Guiyang, China* and
Austria® have revealed a strong nexus between circular economy and energy use, and
concluded that circular economy can subsequently contribute to climate change
mitigation and fast-track the transition to a low-carbon economy;

WHEREAS, the Philippines was named in 2015 by the Ocean Conservancy as one of
the top sources of plastic trash dumped into the seas, with an estimated 2.7 million
metric tons of plastic waste and half a million metric tons of plastic-waste leakage per
year;

WHEREAS, according to the hospital waste and brand audit conducted in selected
hospitals in the Philippines and Indonesia by Health Care Without Harm (HCWH)
Asia, the percentage of plastics in a hospital waste stream is between 49% to a
staggering 72%°;

WHEREAS, on 30 May 2017, the Government Procurement Policy Board (GPPB)
approved Resolution No. 25 recognizing the Green Public Procurement (GPP)
Roadmap and adopting the technical specifications for the ten (10) common-use
supplies and equipment (CSE) and ten (10) non-common-use supplies and equipment
(non-CSE) towards mainstreaming green public procurement in government
procurement;

WHEREAS, the Office of the President has expressed the necessity of rules and
regulations to ban the use of single-use plastics in the country?;

WHEREAS, on 8 January 2019 the Cabinet Cluster on Climate Change Adaptation,
Mitigation and Disaster Risk Reduction (CCAM-DRR), issued Resolution no. 2 s.
2019 |, reaffirming the commitment of the cluster members to take a proactive role in
adopting and implementing concrete actions towards greening systems and processes
which can contribute to reducing the country’s carbon footprint;

WHEREAS, on 12 February 2020, the National Solid Waste Management Commission
(NSWMC) approved Resolution No. 1363 directing the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) to “prepare and implement the banning of the use of
unnecessary single-use plastics by national government agencies, local government
units (LGUs) and all other government-controiled offices”;

WHEREAS, based on NSWMC Resolution No. 1363, the following materials are
considered as unnecessary single-use plastics:

1. Plastic cups (lower than 0.2 mm in thickness);

2. Plastic drinking straws;

3 Duer, J. {2020). The plastic pandemic is only getting worse during COVID-19. Accessed 5 August 2020  at
weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/plastic-waste-management-covid19-ppe/
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3. Plastic coffee stirrers;

4. Plastic spoons;

5. Plastic forks;

6. Plastic knives; and

7. Plastic labo and thin-filmed sando bags (lower than 15 microns)

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the CCC shall incorporate circular
economy in its capacity building initiatives, including in knowledge management and
development activities that will increase awareness on the concept of circular economy

in national agencies, local government units (LGUs), the private sector, and the general
public;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCC, in coordination with the Environmental
Education and Information Division (EEID) under the DENR - Environmental
Management Bureau (EMB), Philippine Information Agency (PlA), and Presidential
Communications Operations Office (PCOO), shall develop and publish easy-to-read
manuals introducing the concept of circular economy;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCC shall coordinate with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) as well as other regulatory agencies with mandate over
the private sector, to explore the incorporation of the concept of circular economy in
guidelines for sustainable corporate practices and sustainability reporting;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCC shall urge the Climate Change Adaptation and
Mitigation-Disaster Risk Reduction (CCAM-DRR) Cabinet Cluster, through its
member agencies, to adopt the provisions of NSWMC Resoiution No. 1363 for
implementation as a unified policy for all government agencies and consider the
inclusion of circular economy in the CCAM-DRR Cabinet Cluster Roadmap;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCC shall monitor and track the progress of
incorporation of circular economy in the plans, policies, and programs of the cluster
members of the CCAM-DRR; and

RESOLVED FINALLY, that copies of this Resolution be distributed to all the concerned
offices for information and appropriate action.

Signed this __ day of ___ 2020, Manila, Philippines.

CARLOS G. DOMINGUEZ
Secretary of Finance
Chairperson’s Official Representative
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EMMANUEL M. DE GUZMAN
Vice Chairperson - Executive Director
Climate Change Commission
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