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PA.llTl-· PRELIMINARY 

I. Jo this Act 11i,less the context otherwise requires -

" Authmity" means the Sierra Leo11e Pnrts and Harbours 
At.thority referred to under section 3; 

"beacon" :nea:1s a prominent ~peciaily constructed 
object forming a conspicuous mark as a fixed aid to 
navigation; 

"Board" means the Sierra Leone Ports and Harbou,·s 
Authority Board refon·ed to under section 5; 

"buoy" includes a floating object moored to the seabed 
to serve a:; an aid to navigation or other $pecific 
purposes; 

"cargo" includes any substance, article, livestock, 
minerals, wares and merchandise of every 
description carried by a vessel and any crJntainer or 
other item used to store an)' substance or aiticle; 

"certificate of competency'' means a valid license 
issued by the International Maritime Org:mi7..atiou 
and approved by Government to certify ao 
individual as a competent mar.itime Officer; 

"Chairman" means the Chairman of the Board; 

"channel" includes a terminal, the bed, course, 
swinging and turning basin; 

"concession" means the right to use hnd or other 
property for a specified purpose granted by tbe 
Government of Sierra Leone:; 
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"consumer" means any person who uses port services 
or facilities and "port user" shall be construed 
accordingly ; 

"development'' includes: • 

(a) the construction, extension, demolition or 
removal ofa building or substantial alteration 
of any structure in or on land; 

(b) any change to the natural or existing condition 
or topography of land; 

(c) the decoration or alteration of the inside or 
outside of a building or the alteration of 
works; 

(d) the subdivisiQn or consolidation of land, 
airspace or building; 

(e) the installation, provision or operation of 
facilities or services; 

(f) the removal of vegetation or topsoil; 

(g) land reclamation and land decontamination; 

(h) dre~iging; 

''dock" means an artificial excavation or construction 
in which vessels can be placed for loading, 
unloading, fitting out or repairing and includes 
gridirons, slips, keel blocks. inclined planes, and all 
machinery, works, fixtures and things att.ached 
,hereto; 

"emplo ~en: of maritime labour" includes tenninal 
operators, cargo handling companies, dock labour 
and seafarers' employers; 

3 
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"equipment" includes any appliance, apparatus, 
machiner)', system or accessory used or intended to 
be used for the purposes of providing marine or pm 
services and facilities; 

"estimates" in relation to recurrent revenue, means the 
best possible commercial forecast or revenue tuki11g 
into account the general conditions of~ orlci trade 
and all other relative factors and m relatic,n to 
recurrent expenditure the best possible comru ·rcial 
forecast of expenditure likely to be incurred h,,ving 
regard to the estimates of revenue; 

"Government" means the Government ofSiem1 Lt one 

"harbour" includes estuary, navigable river, pier, jetty 
and other work~ in or at which ships can obtain sbelter 
or load and discharge goods or passengers; 

"land" includes the bed of the sea below high 
watermark; 

"licence'· means a licence issued under this Act; 

"licensee" means a holder of a licence issued w1der 
this Act; 

"maritime labour" includes dockworkers and seiifarers; 

"master" includes every person, except a pilot. having ; 
for the time being, the command or charge of an} vessel 
of ship; 

"Member· means member of the Board; 

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for 
transport and "Ministry" shall be construed 
<ice< •·d~l)': 

.,, 
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"navigational aid" means a device used for safety or 
navigation, including lighthouses, radio navigational 
aids, buoys, beacons and any other device or system 
used to assist the safe and efficient navigation of 
vessels; 

"Off-shore cargo handling facility" means an off-shore 
facility within or beyond the port limits used for the 
transfer of cargo from a vessel to the land and vice­
versa; 

"owner" in relation to -

(a) goods includes any consignor, consignee, 
shipping or agent fQr the sale, custody, 
shipping or landing of such goods; 

(b} any vessel includes any part owner, charterer, 
consignee or mortgagee in possession of the 
vessel. 

"pier" includes any stage, stairs, landing places, 
landing stage, jetty, floating barge or pontoon and 
any bridge or other works connected therewith; 

"port" means any place in Sierra Leone, navigable river 
or channel leading into a place having facilities for 
ships to moor and load or discharge, including 
offshore cargo handling facilities, inland dry port, 
harbour, berth. jetty, pontoon or buoy and wharf 
within the limits of the ports and includes any place 
declared to be a port under this Act; 

"port dues" means dues levied in respect of a vessel 
for entering, using, leaving or moving or sailing in 
the port; 

• "port infrastructure" means the basic structure of a 
port, including breakwaters, seawall, channels, 
basins, quay walls, jetties, roads, railways and 
infrastructure used for the provision of water, lights, 
power, sewerage and telecommunications and similar 
services; 

5 



6 No. 29 The Sierra Leone Ports and Habours Atithoricy Act 2023 

"port operator" means a person who owns the 
business of, or is respou.sible for the ma1'agernent 
and operations of a port, t~nninal or benh located in 
a port but does not include the Authority; 

''port repair facilities" includes dry docks, vessels repair 
facilities, warehouse and railways within <l port Jnd 
any other facilities which are designtted as such by 
the Authority; 

"port services" includes stevedoring, cargo handling. 
tenninal operations, storage of cargo within a port, 
tug services, floating crane services, berthing 
services, firefighting, security, r11dio e.11d rada,· 
services, waste disposal, vessel repairs and uny other 
services or facilities within a port; 

"port service provider" includes any person providing 
services within a port; 

"port tenninal'' means an area, infrastructure, cargo 
handling equipment, sheds and other land-based 
structures used for the loading, 1Jtoi'age and 
discharging of cargo or the einbarkal!cn and 
disembarkation of passengers :rnd includes any 
corresponding wharve:;, docks, piers, bridges and 
other infrastrucbll'e works, with all necessar; &nd 
convenient arches, drain, culverts, fo1il~es, roads, 
railways, sea, land and air approaches; 

"premises" includes houses, buildings, strue,tures, 
land, tenements, easements and bt:reditaments of 
any tenure, whether open or ~nclosed, whether built 
on or not. whether public or private an'" whether 
maintained or not under the jurisdict:on of tl,e 
Authority; 
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"revenue" means any money received by the Authority 
by way of charges, scales of charges or other duties 
imposed by or under this Act and includes any mo.ney 
accruing to the Authority under this Act; 

"seafarers" includes every person, except pilots, 
employed or engaged in any capacity on board any 
ship; 

"Sierra Leone waters" includes inland waters, territorial. 
waters or waters of the exclusive economic zone; 

''tariff'' includes ports dues, goods dues and pilotage 
dues and other charges levied by port service 
providers, including those charged by the Authority; 

"terminal infrastructure" includes tenninal buildings, 
cargo handlings equipment, workshops, substations, 
surfacing, rail sidings, terminal operations, water, 
lights, power, sewerage, telecommunications and 
similar services within temtlnal boundaries; 

"terminal operations" means services provided at a 
port terminal consisting of cargo handling storage 
and delivery to vessels and services related thereto; 

"vessel" means any kind of vessel that is used or 
capable of being used in navigation by water however 
propelled or moved and includes -

(a) a barge, lighter, floating platfonns, restaurant 
or other floating vessel, an air-cushion 
vehicle; or 

7 

(b) other similar craft that is used in navigation -. . 
by water; 

"wharl" mcludes a wall and building adjoining the 
foreshore, sea-bed or river-bed, quay, pier,jetty, ramp 
or other landing place. 
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Apphc:ition of 2. (1} This Acr shall apply to the pons SJ.>eciiied in the 
Act Schedule and areas declared by the Minister by statutory instn•ment 

to be ports. 

Continuation 
M!h,i 
authority. 

Common 
seal. 

(2) The Minister may by statutory mstn1111ent vaiy ,x 
e'll.'tend the boundaries of any of the ports specified in t!'i.: Schedule 
and areas declared by the Minister to be p0!1s under suh-seaion (I). 

PARTil-CONTINUATIONOfTI-lEAUfHOPJTY 

3. ( l) There shall continue to be in exis1er.ce thr body 
known as the Sierra Leone Ports Authority which shzltnow be kMwn 
as the Sierra Leone Port~ and Harbours Authority. 

(2) The Authoriry shall co•ltinue to be a body co, porat~ 
having perpetual succession and capzble of ;;cqr,irit1g, holding and 
disposing of any property, whether u1ovable or immovab1e, and of 
suing and being sued in its corporate name and subject to this Ac:, of 
perfonning all such acts as body corpornte may by law pldorm. 

4. (1) The Authority shall continue to ha\c a con'llnon seal 
the use of wllicb shalJ be authenticated by the signaturl'S of -

(a) the Chairman or other member of lhe Board 
generally .;ir spcciikaUy authorized by the 
Board for that purpose; and 

(b) the Director-General or od1l!r 01licer of the 
Authority authorized by lhe Board for that 
purpose 

(2) Every document purpo1tlng to be an instrwr,.!nt 
executed or issued by 01 on behalf of the Authority and to hi! sealed 
with die common seal of the Authorh:,• amhentic~ted in the manner 
stated in subsection (l) shall be deemed to be so execc1ed without 
further prco1 unless the contrary is proved. 

(3) In appropriate cases the common seal may be affixed 
to documents outside Sierra Leone. 
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5. (J) The Authoiity shall be governed by a Board of Board of 
Directors. Director:; <:on'flriSing the following members-

(a) the Chainnao; 

(b) lhe Governor of the Bank of Sierra Leone; 

(c) a rt:presentative of the Ministry, not below 
the rank of a Directo1; 

(d) a person appointed by the President on the 
recommendation of the Minister with 
considerable proven knowledge in the area 
of finance or accountancy; 

( e) the Director-General appointed under section 
21; 

(f) a representation each from the following 
bodies-

(i) Shipping Agencies; 

(ii) Sierra Leone lustitution of Engineers; 

(fu) Sierra Leone Chamber of Commerce, 
Agriculture and Industry; and 

(iv) Sierra Leone Labour Congress 

(g) the Chairman National Commission for 
Privatization or his representative-

(2'1 1be Chairman shall be appointed by the President on 
the re•;iJmmend:nicn cf the Minister and subject to the approval of 
Parliam~nt. 

(3) A person shall not be appointed ChaiJman unless 
th~t pi;-' las formal qualification, knowledge and experience 
rel•~v;111t to l.ne functions of the Authoiity. 

9 
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Tenure of 
office. 
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6. (1) The Chairman and members appointed under 
paragraphs (d) and (f) of sub-section (I) of Section 5 shall hold 
office for four {4)"years and shall be eligible for reappointment for 
another term of four (4) years but shall not be eligible for 
reappointment after the expiration of a second te1m of office. 

(2) A person shall cease to be a member of the Board on 
any of the following. grounds-

(a) expiration of that person's term of office; 

(b) resignation of office by submitting a written 
notice to the Office of the President for the 
attention of the President; 

(c) the person dies; 

(d) the person is convicted of an offence 
involving fraud or dishonesty or convicted 
of any offence under the Anti-CorruptiCI! 
Commission Act; 

(e) the person is declared bankrupt; 

(f) the person is unable 10 perform the functions 
of his office due to physical or mental 
incapacity ; 

(g) proven misconduct; 

{h) removal under section IO for failing to 
disclose bis personal interest in a matter to 
be considered by the Board 

(3) Where the Chainnan dies, resigns 01 is removed from 
office the Board shall elect one of its members to act as Chainnan 
until another is appointed in his stead and in the case of other 
members the Chainmm shall arrange subject to this Act to have 
another person appointed to the Board to fill the vacancy. 

(4) Where a person is appointed to fiJI a vacancy under 
sub-section (3) the person shall hold office for the remainder of the 
term of the person he is replacing and shall subject to this Act be 
eligible for reappointment 
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7. ( l) Subject to this Act the Board shall have control and 
supervision of the Authority including overseeing the sound and 
proper management of the Authority 

{2) The Board shall provide policy guidance and advice 
to secure the efficient implementation of the functions of the 
Authority and enhance the overall perfonnance of the Authority. 

11 

General 
functions of 
the Board. 

8. The Chainnan and other members shall be paid allowances Allowances 
and shall be reimbursed by the Authority for any expenses incurred anfd ex~n 5cs 

• 'ith h d' h f th • fun • the B d O mcmucrs. in con11ect1on Wi tl e tse arge o err ction as oar may 
detennine and approved by the Minister. 

9. ( 1) The Board shall meet for the dispatch ofits business Meeting of 
the Board. as the Chainnan may determine but shall meet at least once every 3 

months 

(2) A special meeting of the Board shall bc-i"swnmoned 
by the Chainnan or at the written request ofnot le.ss than five members. 

{3) The Chainnan shall preside at meetings of the Board 
at which he is present and, in his absence, a member elected by the 
members present from among their number shall preside. 

( 4) Each member shall have one vote but where there is 
equality of votes, the Chainnan or other member presiding shall 
have a casting vote. 

(5) All acts, matters or things authorized or required to 
be done by the Board shall be decided at a meeting where a quorum 
is present and the decision is supported by the votes of the majority 
of the members. 

(6) The quorum for a meeting of the Board shall be 5. 
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Disclosure of 
interest. 

Immunity of 
members. 
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(7) Any proposal circulated among all members and 
agreed to in writing by a majority of all members shall be of the same 
effect as a decision made at a duly constituted meeting of the Board 
and shall be incorporated in the minutes of the next succeeding 
meeting of the Board; provided that if a member requires that such 
proposal be placed before a meeting of the Board, subsection (7) 
shall not apply to such proposal. 

(8) The Board may co-opt any person to attend and 
participate in its deliberations on any matter but such person shall 
not vote on any matter for decision by the Board. 

(9]) The Board ~all cause minutes of all its meetings to be 
token and signed subsequently by the Chai11nan and Secretary of 
the Board and kept in proper fomt as a public record. 

[10] Subject to this Act, the Board shall regulate its own 
procedure. 

10. (1) Any member of the Board having a personal interest 
whether pecuniary or otherwise, direct or indire.::t of any matter to 
be considered by the Board, shall disclose the fact of such interest 
and the nature tl1ereof, and such disclosw·e shall be recorded in the 
minutes of the Board and such member shall take no part in any 
deliberation or decision of the Board relating to such matter. 

(2) A member who contravenes subsection (I) shall be 
liable to disciplina1y action including removal from the Board. 

11. (J) No action or other proceeding shall lie or be instinrted 
against any member of the Board or member of a Committee of the 
Board for or in respect of any act or thing done or omitted to be 
done in good faith in the exercise or purpo,~ed exercise of his functions 
under this Act. 

(2) No member of the Borud shall be personally liable 
for any debt or obligation of the Autho!'it~ emrinating from 
transactions expressly done in good faith in the exercise of his 
functions under this Act 
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12. (l) The Board may for the discharge of its functions Committees 
establish one or more committees to perfonn certain functions as the of Board• 

Board may determine. 

(2) A Committee shall consist of members of the Board 
only or the Chainnan may co-opt non-members consultants with 
knowledge and experience on the relevant issue 

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection ( l ), 
the Authonty shall establish the following committees -

(a) Consultative Ports and Harbours Committee; 
and 

(b) Regulatory Committee 

(4) A Consultative Ports and Harbor Committee shall be 
established in each port consisting of the following members -

(a) harbour master of the relevant port; 

(b) a representative each from the following 
divisions-

(i) Management; 

(u) Ports Users; 

(tiQ customs; 

(iv) the local council in which the 
port is situated; 

(v) Dock Workers" union; 

(vi) the Authority's Senior Staff 
Association 

(vu) the Government Agency 
responsible for the regulation of 
maritime labour 
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Functions of 
Authority. 

No. 29 The Sierra Leone Ports and Habo11rs Authority Act 2023 

Shall-
(5) The Consultative Ports and Harbours Committee 

(a) provide a forum for the exchange of views 
between the Authority and other interested 
parties; 

(b) advise the Authority on commercial policy 
matters with respect to ports and harbours; 

( c) advise the Authority on measures to improve 
the regulatory framework governing the 
management operations of ports and 
Harbours and access thereto; and consider 
any other matter that the Authority may 
require it to consider. 

(6) The Authority shall consult the consultative Ports 
and Harbours Committee on any of the following matters -

(a) major scheme relating to the expansion or 
development of a particular port; 

(b) substantial or structural alteration to the 
~uthority's tariff; or 

(c) other matter which The Authority may 
detennine. • 

(I) The Regulatory Committee shall be responsible for 
monitoring performance standards and indices relating to the quality 
of services and facilities provided in ports and harbours. 

PARTIIl-GENERAL FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF TIIB 
AlJIHORITY 

13. (1) The object for which the Authority is established is 
to provide directions to the ports and harbours sector and administer 
technical, economic and safety regulatory issues relating to ports 
and harbours 



No. 29 The Sierra Leone Ports and Habours Authority Act 2023 15 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection 
(1 ), it shall be the function of the Authority to -

(a) develop a master plan for ports and the 
development of ports and harbours; 

(b) manage the dredging and maintenances of 
channels; 

{c) provide technical and economic regulatory 
oversight in the ports and harbours sector; 

(d) develop and enforce safety and health 
standards for the ports and harbours; 

{e) provide or arrange road, rail and air access 
to ports and facilitate the integration of the 
infrastructure and logistics systems in the 
ports with rel~vant systems outside the port; 

(t) encourage and facilitate private sector 
investment and participation in the provision 
of port services; 

(g) take all proper measures for the managenwnt, 
control and development of Ports and 
harbours and the approach channels 
thereto; 

(h) provide or arrange for the provision of 
facilities, services, accommodations and 
land!: in the harbours for vessels, goods and 
passengers as it considers necessary; 

(i) direct and control the movement of vessels 
within the ports and harbours and provide 
or arrange for the provision of pilotage 
services; 

ID ensure that essential ports services are 
available and are cost effective to foster their 
competitiveness and efficient functioning; 
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(k) manage and develop the ports in an 
economically, socially and environmentally 
sustainable manner; 

(1) undertake any other activities within the pClrt 
that encow-age and facilitate ihe development 
of trade, merchant marine and commerce for 
the economic benefit and interest of the 
national economy; 

(m) ensure that ports are effectively integrated 
with other systems of the infrastructure within 
and outside the ports; 

(n) make reasonable provision for rendering 
assistance (search, rescue and salvage 
operation) to any vessel entering or leaving 
any port and within the approaches thereto 
and for the purpose of saving life or property; 

(o) approve the establishment and planning of 
off shore cargo handling facilities and 
services relating thereto; 

(p) develop, provide and maintain a port facility 
security assessment and plan; and 

(q) carry out other activities conducive to the 
attainment of the object of the Authority as 
stated in subsection (I). 

General 14. The Authority shall have powers to: -
;; 

Powers. 

(a) monitor perfonnance standards and indices 
relating to the quality ofnavigational services 
and other services and facilities provided in 
ports; 

(b) control the movement of vessels within the 
ports and harbours; 
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15. 
to-

(c} arrange and implement security measures 
within the ports and harbour; 

( d) develop measures to secure and protect the 
environment within the vicinity of the ports 
and harbour; and 

( e) approve the establishment of off-shore cargo 
handling facilities and services relating 
thereto. 

(I) Subject to this Act, the Authority shall have powers Landlord 
powers. 

(a) own, develop and manage the ports and 
harbours properties; 

(b) acquire or dispose of real or personal 
property; 

(c) advise on and implement national port 
policies and development strategies; 

(d) provide and maintain port infrastructure 
including breakwater, seawall, quay wall, 
jetties and channels; 

(e) provide or arrange and maintain road and 
rail access to port facilities; • 

(fJ provide and arrange for services and utilities 
including water, light, sewerage· arid 
telecommunications to be accessible to 
terminal operations and licensees; 

(g) provide•· or arrange for dredging, 
maintenance, navigational aids, 
bydrographic services and wreck removal; 

(h) enter into contracts, agreements or leases 

(i) employ agents or contractors or act as agent 
of another person. 

17 
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16. Subject to this Act the technical regulatory powers of 
tl1e Authority shall include the following -

(a) providing vessel traffic conuol; 

(b) ensuring that orderly, efficient and reliable 
tran'if er of cargo and passengers between 
sea and land is provided by operators; 

(c) ensuring that safe, adequate and secure 
warehousing and storage is provid..,d hy 
operators within the ports on a commercial 
basis; 

(d) monitoring the performance of terminal 
operations; 

(e) safeguarding ports users' intere:;ts against 
port operation and service monopolies; 

(f) ensuring that operators use the pokntial of 
port facilities to their fullest capacity in the 
most efficient manm:r; aud 

(g) colle.:ting from coacessionaires, licensees 
and other port seivice providers· data and 
infonnation needed for accurat.-, reporting and 
monitoring by the AU1ho1ity 

17. Subject to this Act and with the approval of the Bo2rd t.~e 
corporate powers of the Authority shall include the following-

(a) creating subsidiaries, whether wholly or 
jointly with other persons c,r organiz.ations 
for the purpose of c!:trrying out any of the 
functions of the Authority; 

{b) forming or participating -
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(i) in the formation ofor being a memberof 
any company for the purpose of 
carrying out the functions cf the 
Authority; 

(ii) in the formation of any compar.y for any 
other purposes as may be approved by 
the Minister; and 

(ru) in any joint venture or partnership and 
other arrangements for sharing profits. 

19 

18 . Subject to this Act the economic and safety powers of Economic and 
the Authority shall include the following - ~~:~s. 

(a) carrying out inquiries, test, audits or 
investigations and ta.1<.iug any other steps as 
may be necessary to monitor the activities 
of concessionaires, licensees and to secure 
and enforce compliance with this Act and its 
subsidiary. legislation, policies and 
agreement signed up to by the Authority; 

(b) establishing customer protection measures; 

(c) ensuring a licensee or concessionaire provide 
any information or document where it 
considers it to be in the public interest; 
notwithstanding that the information or 
documents may contain business secrets; 
but any other infonnation or document shall 
be restricted to those which a person can be 
legally compelled to produce as evidi:rn:e by 
a court of law in Sierra Leone; 

( d) publishing infom1ation received iu the course 
of exercising its powers and functinns under 
tbis Act or requiring all licensee or 
concessionaire to publish certain infom1ation 
if it is satisfied that the publication is 
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consistent with the objects of this Act but 
the Authority ~hall consider the commercial 
interests of the parties to whom the 
information relates before publishing the 
infonnatio!t; 

(e) resolving dispu,es in respect of any issue 
brought oofore it wider this Act; 

(t) undertaking consultations with the public, 
customers, licensci:!-, concessionafrcs, and 
industry participants affected by or With an 
interest in it!. directions and considering any 
responses to the consultations; 

(g) promoting competition in the port sector; 

(h) malting regulations on lk~nsing, the pric.ing 
of services and restrictive trade practice 
relating to the ports; and 

(i) entering into conlrncts and incurring 
obligation~. 

19. (l) Where a conce::.sionaire or licensee fails tc car.cy out 
any ofits contractual duties the Authority shall give uotkt> in v.Titing 
reqmring the concessionaire or licensee to perform such duties within 
the period prescribed in the notice. 

(2) If the concessionaire or licensee fails to carry out its 
duties within the period specified in the notice ref~rred to in subsection 
(1), the Authority may engage any other person to perform those 
duties and all costs and expenses incurred by the Authority shall be 
paid by the concessionaire or licensee. 
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(3) A person engaged by the Authority under subsection 

(2) may enter any of the property of the concessionaire or licensee 

and bring into such premise~ equipment or machinery31>_ may be 

necessary for carrying out his duties. - .,. • 

(4) In every concession or agreement made by the 

Authority there shall in the absence of any express provision to the 

contrnry, be the implied condition that any person engaged by the 

Authority under subsection (2) may in respect of the duties stated in 

the nolice gi·,en by the Authority-

( a) take temporary possession of and operate any 

equipment or machinery belonging to or 

utilized by any concessionaire or licensee; 

and 

(b) employ any employee, contractor or agent of 

the concessionaire or licensee. 

(5) Where any equipment or machinery or a 

concessionaire or licensee is temporarily taken over and operated 

under this section by rea<;on of natic,nal emergency, the person taking 

over and operating such m;ichinery shall pay adequate compensation 

to the concessionaire or licensee. 

(6) The Authority shall not be liable for any dan,age or 

injury caused by an act, ornission or default of the person engaged 

by the Authority uuder subsection (2). 

21 
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PART lV -EMPLOYEES OF AIJJl-lORITY 

20. ( 1) TI1e Authority shall have a Director-General who 

shall be appointed by the President,on the recommendation of the 

Minister and subject to approval of Parliament. 

(2) A person shali not be appointed Ditector-General 

unless he has-

(a) a university degree from 11 recognise 

university with proven knowledge and 

experience relevant to the functions of the 

Authority;or 

(b) proven ability in public administration and 

financial management; 

(3) The Director-General shall be the chief ext>cutive 

officer of the Authority and shall bP. responsible for the 

implementation oftbe decisions of the Board. 

(4) Subject to the general supervision and control 0f the 

Board, the Director -General shall be responsible for- -

(a) the day-to-day management of foe Authority; 

(b) the administration, organization, control and 

discipline of the officers and staff of the 

Authority; and 

(c) the management of the funds, properly and 

busines5 of the Autholity. 

-:: 
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ii. ( ! ) 'Inc A utbority shall have a Deputy Director- General Deputy 
• db th p "d th d t·· f Dtrector-who ~hall be appomte y e rest ent on e recommen a 10n o General. 

the Minister ai:d subject to &pproval of Parliament. 

(2) A person shall not be appointed Dep!lty Director 
Genern.1 unless he hns -

(a) a university degree from a recognise 
university with proven knowledge and 
experience relevant to the fonctioos of the 
,Authority; or 

(b) proven ability in public administration and 
financial management 

(3) The Deputy Director General shall be the prindpal 
assic;tant to the Director-Gt>m~ral and shall act in the absence of the 
Din:c.tN-(.1eneral 

22. (1) The Authority shall have a Company Secretary who Comp~ny 
shall be appointed by thl' Board arid the person shall be a legul secretary • 
practitioner 

(2) The Company Se.cretary shall be the principal legal 
aJviser to the Board and the Management of the Authority ;anct 

(3) Tile Company Secretary shall be responsible for the 
folbwing--

(a) administering the day-to--day affairs of the 
Board; 

(b) liaising between the Board and the 
Management of the Authority; 

(c) arranging the business of the Board, 
including meetings and serve as secretary 
of such m1.:etings and record such meetings; 
and 

(d) performing such other duties as the Board 
may direct or as the Director-General shall 
delegate 

23 
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23. (I) Subject to the approval of the Board the Director­
General shall appoint qualified persons a_s Directors and Deputy 
Directors, on such tent1S and conditions as may be stated in tl1e 
appointment letter. 

(2) The Authority shall appoint other staff belcw the 
grade of officers referred to in subsection (l) on such terms and 
conditions as it may detennine for the efficient discharge of its 
functions under this Act. 

(3) Public officers may be seconded or otherwise give 
assistance to the Authority. The Authority may request the v.ithdrawal 
of the seconded officer wbo is unable to carry out assigned functions 
in the manner satisfactory to the Authority. 

(4) The Authority may engage the services of 
consultants and advisers as it considers necessary for the efficient 
discharge of its function&. 

PARTV-Fil-lANCIAL PROVISIONS 
24. The activities of the Autho:ity shall be financed by funds 

consisting of-
(a) monies ac.cruing to the Authority iu the 

course of the perfo,mance of its fi..mciioos 
under this Act; 

(b) payment or property due to the Authority in 
respect of any matter incidental to its 
functions; 

(c) subject to paragraphs [a] and [b]' the revenue 
ger.erated from concessions, licenses and 
agreements; 

(d) grants, donations, bequests or otbt'.r 
contribution mane to the A11thority; 

(e) loans raised by the Authority; 

(f) proceeds of any investment macfe by the 
Authority; and 

(g) any other monies to which the Aulhority 
may otherwise become entitled. 
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25. (1) The revenue r;f the Authority for any financia! year Applications 

shall he applied in defraying the following- 01 fuods. 

(a) the remuneration, fees and allowances of the 
members of the Authority; 

(b) the salaries, fees, pensions, superannuation 
allowances and gratuities of the officers, 
agents, servants, technical and other advisers 
of the Authority; 

(c) operating expenses and expenditure on or 
provision for the maintenance of any of tl1e 
property of th~ Authority and the discharge 
of the functions of the Authority properly 
chargeable to revenue account; 

( d) the dividends or interest on any stock issued 
on any loan, raised by the Authority; 

(e) sums required to be transferred to a sinki11g 
fund or otherwise set aside for the purpose 
of making provision for the redemption of 
stock or the repayment of other borrowed 
moneys; 

(f) such sums as it may be deemed appropriate 
to set aside in respect of depreciation of the 
property of the Authority; 

(g) any other expenditure authorized by the 
Board and properly chargeable to revenue 
accow1t. 

(2) The balance of the revenue of the Authority shali be 
applied to the creation of general or specific reserve funds to be used 
for maintaining and improving the financial soundness of the 
Authority and for f111ancing further developments. 
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26. The Authority may from time to time invest, with the 
approval of t11e Board and the Minister, any of its funds not 
irnmediately required to b::: exptmded in the meeting of its obiigations 
or in ;he discharge of its duties. 

27. (I) The Authority shall as soon as practicable after the 
end of each financial year submit a report on its activities cii.iring the 
previow_; year and its proposed undertakings for the ensuing year to 
the Board and tl,e Minister. 

(2) Tht: Authority shall submit to the Board and 
Minister return:; of other reports on the fin:lllcial position of Ll-ie 
Authority as the Minister may from time to time require. 

(3) The Authority shall, not later than 3 months before 
the commencement of the financial year submit the annual estimates 
of revenue and expenditure including capital expendittue to the 
tvlinistry for approval 

S11orlr.01entary 28. Notwithstanding section 28 the Authority may were 
estimates. circumst3.llces make it w1av(Jidable and as a transihonary measure 

~ubmil supplementary or alljusted statements uf estimacerl income 
and expenditure to the Minister for approval 

Authotity to 
t>c subject to 
income tax. 

29. (1) The Authority shall pay income tax on any income 
accruing from investments made by the Authority. 

(2) Any cnacrmeat relating to the taxation of companies 
or trust funds shall aprly tc, the Authority. 

Bon owing 30. Fer the purposes ofperfonning it. fwictions and meeting 
pow~rs of lhe i~ obligations under this Act the Autboritt may with the approval of 
Aul

h
ority. tht> Board in conr.urrence with the Minister and tht; Minist.::r 

Ac~ounts 
a.,d audit 

wponsible for Finance, borrow money or raise capital in ar:y currenc-y 
and from any source. 

31. (I) The Authority shall keep proper books of accounts 
and proper records in relation lo them in a fomi approved by the 
A ud:tor-General. 
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(2) The books of accounts of the Authority shall each 
year be audited by the Auditor-General or an auditor appointed by 
him and a report of the audit shall be submitted to the Authority. 

32. (J) The Authority shall within six months after the end 
of each financial year submit to the Board an annual report of the 
activities, operations, undertaking, property and finances of the 
Authority for th~t year. 

(2) Subje<.t to subsection (J ), an annual report shall include­

(a) a copy of the audited accounts of the 
Authority together with the audit repo11 ;and 

(b) any other reports made to or requested by 
the Ministry 

(3) A copy of the annual report approved by the Board 
sha II be sent to the Minister not later than 6 months after the end of 
the year to which the report relates and the Minister shall as soon 
as possible but not later than one month after the receipt of the 
report, cause the report to be laid before Parliament. 

Annual 
report. 

Z7 

33. (I) The financial year of the Authority shall be the Financi!ll year 
same as the financial year of Government of Authority. 

PARTVI-LICENSING AND OTHER RELATED 
PROVISIONS 

34 A person shall not-

(a) own a port; 

(b) provide a port service; or 

(c) operate a port facility 

unless the person holds a licence issued by the Authority 

Aulhorization 
for Port 
operators. 
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35. (1) A person who wishes to acquire a licence under t.liis 
Act shall make a written application to the Authority in a form 
prescribed by the Authority 

(2) The applicant shall submit the application with the 
prescribed fee and all relevant infonnation to support the application 

(3) The Authority shall within ten working days of 
receipt of an application acknowledge the receipt and within sixty 
days thereafter the Authority shall instruct an authorized officer to 
inform the applicant in writing of his decisions 

(4) In making a decision under subsection (3) the 
Authority shall -

(a) make inquiries and consult any person or 
other authorities as they may deem necessary 
to ascertain whether the applicant is capuble 
of operating or rendering the services for 
which he is seeking the license; 

(b) cause a notice of the applicatton for licens-: 
to be published in the Gazette or any other 
medium as they may detennine, and 

(c) consider any written notice of objection or 
other representation made in relation to t'"1e 
application; 

(5) Subject to this Act, where the Authority is satisfied 
with an application, he shall grant the license. 

(6) A licence issued under subsection (5) shaU -

(a) be in the prescribed form; 

(b) authorize the licensee to undertake the 
activity specified therein; 

(c) contain the terms and conditions as the 
Authority may think necessary; and 
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( d) be valid for the period specified therein and 
subject to renewal. 

36. (I) A licensee who wishes to transfer his licence shall 
apply to the Authority for an authorization to transfer the licences 
m the prescribed fonn and manner. 

(2) The application made under subsection (1) shall be 
accompanied by the application of the proposed transferee 
,prescribed fee and all the relevant document to support the 
application. 

(3) The Authority shall, in considering an application 
for transfer have regard to the same matters he considers during the 
grant of a new licence and shall approve the transfer if satisfied 
with the application of the proposed transferee 

Transfer of 
licence . 

37. (l) A licensee who wishes to renew his licence shall Renewal of 

make a written application to the Authority in the prescribed fonn, licence. 

not later than three months before the expiration of the licence. 

(2) The procedure for the application for a licence shall 
with the necessary modifications apply to the renewal of the licence. 

(3) A licensee who fails to renew his licence or whose 
renewal application is rejected by the Authority shall cease to 
function as such. 

38. (1) The Authority may suspend or cancel a licence Suspension or 
:. where they are satisfied that - • Cancellation 

(a) the licensee has contravened a term of his 
condition of licence; 

(b) the licencee has given infonnation to the 
Authority that is false or misleading in a 
material particular. 

of Licence. 
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(2) A licence shall not be suspended or cancelled unless 

the Authority has given written notice of intention to the licensee 

together with the reasons for doing so 

(3) The Authority shall, in the notice under subsection 

(2), require the licensee to show cause in w, iting, within such tim~ as 

may be specified in the notice why the hccnc1 should not be 

suspended or cancelled. 

(4) The Authority shall, after conside1 ing the expl:uiation 

of the licensee, infonn the licensee in WTiting of his decision and 

reasons thereof. 

39. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Authority 

to reject an application, cancel or suspend a licence may appeal to 

the High Ccurt within 30 days after receipt of the notification to 

reject the application or and suspend ('r cancel the licesccs. 

40. (1) A person shall not provide in any port 

(a) a marine service or fucility; 

(b) port service or facility 

unless the person has a concession or penn it granted by the Minister . 

(2) A concession granted under this <;ection shall not 
exceed a tenn of25 years. 
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41. The Director-General shall maintain a register in which Register 
shall be recorded particulars relating to licences, concessions or 
pem1its issued under this Act. 

PART VII UNFAIR.COMPETITION 

42. (1) A port operator shall not enter into any agreement Unfair 

31 

v .. teth1:r legally enforceable or not which provides for - agreement • 

(a) rate-fixing 

(b) market-sharing 

(c) boycott of a supplier or apparatus 

( d) boycott of another licensee; 

(2) A port operator shall not engage in any activity 
wt.ether by act or omission which bas or is intended to have the 
effect of unfairly preventing, restricting or distoning competition in 
relation to any business activity relating to another port operator. 

43. (I) The Authority may subject to the approval of the Dominant 
Minic;ter determine whether a port operator is in a dominant position position. 

in any aspect of providing services to a port. 

(2) The Authority may subject to the approval of the 
Mini~tcr direct a port operator in a dominant position to cease any 
conduct wluch has or may have the effect of substantially lessening 
competition and to implement appropriate remedies. 

(3) The Minister may by statutory instrument make 
regulations on dominant position and lessening competition and 
sh~II take into account -

(a) the relevant market; 

(b) technology and commercial trends affecting 
market power; 

(c) the market shares of the port operator; 
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(d) the port operator's power to make 
independent rate setting decisions; 

(e) the degree of product or service 
differentiation and sales promotion in the 
market;and 

(t) any other matter he considers to be relevant; 

ussening 44. (]) A port operator who wishes to engage ill 
competition. lessening competition shall make a written application to the Authl)rity 

Arcess. 

(2) A person applying for an authorization under this 
section shall submit with the application fonn an undertaking 
regarding his conduct in any matter relevant to the authorii.ation. 

(3) The Authority may subject to the approval of the 
Minister, grant the authorization if he is satisfied that it is in the 
national interest. 

(4) An authorization granted by the Authority under 
subsection (3) may be withdrawn upon such terms and conditions 
of the Authority subject to the approval of the Minister. 

PART VITI-ACCESS 
45. (1) Subject to exemptions and safety me~urcs as 

detennined and published by the Authority a port operator shall 
r,rovide fair and reasonable access to the facility. 

wharf. 

(2) A port operdtor shall -

(a) ensure that access to the facility is based on 
fairness and equity; and 

(b) use all reasonable endeavoufo to mtet t.ie 
requirements of a person seeku,g access to 
tl1e port 

(3) In this section ''facility" includes a port , jetty and a 

-: 
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46. ( l) A person seeking access may apply i.n writing to the Oetennination 

Authority for the making of a detennination in accordance with. this of acc-ess. 

Act. 

(.2) If a port operator and a person seeking access do 
not agr--:e on the terms and conditions on which access is to be 
provided, the operator or the person seeking access may apply in 
~riting to the Authority for the making of a determination specifyicg 
the temis and conditions on which accP.ss is to be provided. 

(3) The Authority shall giv~ notice in writing to the person 
making the application and to any other person affected by the 
application within 14 days after receipt of the application ma<le 
under subsections (1) or (2), s~ifying-

(a) any information that the Authority requires 
the person to give in order for the Authority 
to make a determination; and 

(b) a reasonable time with.in which the infomiation 
should be provided. 

( 4) The Authority shall not make a detennination if it considers 
that it would rnbsta11tialiy impede the existing rights of success of 
another person who is unless that person is given an opportunity to 
make a st1bmission to the Authority. 

(5) \Vhere there is a materint change in circumstances, a 
person who is bound by a detenniuation may apply in \\Ti.ting to the 
Authority for amendment or revocation of the determination. 

(6} The Authority shall detemune an application made 
under this section within 21 days of receipt of the application 
~xduding the time notice is given under sub~ection (3) and the day 
on whlch the requir~d information is received by the Authority. 
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(J) The Authority may extend the 21 days' ti.me limit 
referred to wider subsection (6) for a period not exceeding 30 days 
if the Authority-

if-

(a) is unable to determine the application within 
the 21 days' period; and 

(b) notifies the person seeking access and the 
port operator of the extension of time and 
the reasons why the Authority needs further 
time to detennine the application. 

(8) The Authority may refuse to make a detennin:ition 

(a} it considers that the application is without 
merit; 

(b) it is satisfied that -

(i) the port operator has not complied with 
its obligations under this Act; 

(iI) the tenns and conditions of access 
offered by the port operator does not 
constitute· taking advantage of a 
substantial degree of market power in 
providing the prescribed services; 

(tl.t) having regard to the functions of the 
Authority and to any other matter that 
the Authority considers -relevant to 
refuse to make a determination. 

(9) The non-prevailing party shall pay the costs incurred 
by the Authority in making a determination. 

(10) A person who is aggrieved by a decision of the 
Authority under this section my appeal to the High Court . 
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47. (1) A port operator or any other person having 
a1.:cess to a facility shall not engage in any conduct having the 
purpose cf hindering acress by another person in the reasonable 
exercise of a right of access. 

(2) A person whose right of access is hindered may 
apply in \\-Titing to the Authority for a determination. 

(3) If the Authority determines that there has been a 
contravention of subsection ( l) it may make a determination that the 
affected party is eotitlc:d to access on such tenns and conditions as 
shali be specified in the determination. 

Hindering 
acc.ess 

35 

48. (1) A li1.:ensee may apply in writing to the Authority Conditions of 
for a d!!tennination approving the tellilS and conditions on which access. 
access to the facility is to be provided for the period specified in the 
determination. 

(2) The Authority shall give notice in writing within 14 
days after receipt of the application to the person making the 
applh.:ation specifying-

(a) the information which the Authority 
requires; and 

(b) a reasonable time within whi<;h the infonnstion 
must be provided 

{3) The Authority shall determine whether to accept or 
rcffise an appiication made under this section within 21 days of 
n:ceiving the application, excluding !hi! period of time between the 
day on which notice is given under subsection (2) and the day 
on whicb ·the required infonnation is received by the Authority. 

PART IX-ACQUlSITION OF lAND AND OTHER ASSETS 

49. (I) 111e Minister may by order published in the Gazette 
compulsoril:y acquire private land or rights over or under private 
land for use by the Authority subject to the payment of compensation 
to the owner of the land. 

Power lo 
acquire 
Private land 
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(2) The compensation referred ,o in subsection ( 1) shall 
be paid by the Government in the fast instance, but the Authority 
shall refund to the Govemmenr any compensation so paid and all 
incidental expenses incurred by the Govemment. 

50. (1.) The Authority may acquire by purchase or gift auy 
properly with the consent of the Minister, dispose or otherwise de~l 
with such property acquired upon any terms and conditions as the 
Au1.bority may deem fit. 

(2) The Authority shall not sdl. dispose or otherwise 
tran!-fer any immovable property vested iu it as a public pioperty by 
the Government unless it has the written consent of the Minister and 
subject to any conditions imposed by the Minister 

(3) Tbe Authority may, with the consent of the Minister, 
sell, lease, dispose of or otherwise transfer any movable assets of the 
Authority on such terms and conditions as the Board may think fit. 

51. The Authority shall not encwnber its movable or immovable 
properties unles~ it obbins the wiitten authorization of the Minister. 

PART X-TARIFFS, DUES AND RATES 

52. Subject to section 54 this Part shall apply t1J all ty11es of 
vo;:;;sel, cargo or shipment including cargo owned by the Government 
ofSit>rt''d Leone 

53. (I) This Part shall not apply to any vt:ssel belonging to 

(a) the Armed Forces of Sierra Leone; 

(b) the Armed Forces of a foreign cou:-itry 
extending reciprocal treatment to ship 
belonging to the Armed Forct:s of Slerra 
1.eone; 

7 
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( c) vessels operating under charity by invitation 
or approval of the Government of ~ierra 
Leone 

. ..,. .,,,, . 
54.. (1) Subject to this Act the Authority may levy port Dues payable 

charges, uues, rate and general tariff and from time to time prc~crfoe 10 thhe . 
h l 

. h d . l . . Aut onty. 
c; argcs or sea e of c. arges an nnpose pena ties or mtercst on 
outstanding charges in respect of port services. 

(2) Tariff in relation to providing port and other 5crvices 
sl1all include -

(a} vessel traffic service charges; 

(b) pi1otage dues for the provision of pilotagc; 

(c) towage dues for the provision of tug 
services; 

(d) berthing ch2rges for the use of berthing 
facilities and services; 

(e) charges for mooring of v.:!ssels and boats; 

(f) charg~.s for embarkation and disembarkation 
l.)f persons; 

(g) charges for use of ferry services; 

(.11) charges for security services; 

(i) environmental charges; 

(i) hiring of craft; and 

(k) bunkering service. 

(3) Tariff in relation to providing mainrenatice of pOlt 
infra.mucture, port tellllinals and port facilities shall include• 

(a) !and rentals; 
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(b) port dues for the provision and maintenance 

of entrance channels, breakwaters, basins 
and maintenance dredging within the port 
limits; 

(c) harbour access charges; 

( d) berth dues for the provision and maintenance 
of quay wall and other iufrasn-ucture; 

(e) any other services provided by the Authority 
in the execution of its duties. 

(4) The Authority may, require any person to provide 
security as it deems necessary for the payment of any fee payable 
to the Authority. 

(5) \Vhere a request for the rendering of services or the 
provision of facilities are withdrawn or cancelled without prior 
r•otice of withdrawal or cancellation, the fees payable u11der this 
sr,ciion shall remain due 2.nd payable as if the services of facilities 
bad heen rendered or provided. 

(6) The Authority shall not directly levy any charges or 
dues for services which are provided by a ccncessionai_re or licensee 
for which the conr.:essionaire or licensee is authorized to colrect 
charges and levies directly from port users. 

(7) The Authority may with the approval ofthP. Mini.ster­

(a) vary from time to time the charges prescribed 
under this section; and 

(b) impose such other charges as it deems 
necessary 

(8) Charges under this section shall be published in the Gazette 
subject to the approval of the Minister. 

7 
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55. (l) The Authority shall with the approval of the Board 
levy J-,arbour dues and rates on everj vessel -

(a) entering or leaving a port or the awroaches 
to .t port in respect of the pas&e~gers, animal 
or cargo carried on the ship; 

(b) arrested at any berth or piace within the p1>rt. 

(2) The Authority may charge due.s in respect of any 
move;ment of a vessel within a pilotage district. 
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Harbours dues 
and rates . 

SG. (I) Su~j~t to thls part the Authority shall levy on a Ship a11d 
vessel __ pilotage dues. 

(a) ship dues and rates for anchorage, mooring 
huoy. buoys for poilution control, buthlng 
a::d other services rendered to a vessel; aod 

(b) pilotage dues. 

57. (!) The following persons shRll be liable to pay ship 
dues and rdtes charged for anchorage, mooring buoy, berthing and 
other ~mccs rendered to a vesse!--

(a) the master or owner of the ship; 

(b) ever) consignee or agent who ha:, paid or 
made himself liable to pay any dues Nl 

account of the vessel in her port of aniva.1 
or departure. 

(2) The following persons shall be liable to pay pilotage 
dues and rates charged on a vessel-

(a) the Master or owner of i.he vessel; 

(b) i11 the case of pilotage inwards, any 
consignee or agent who has paid or mac!e 
o~ undertaking to pay dues on account of 
the vessel in her port of arrival Of departure; 

Persons liable 
for 
p~yment of 
ship and 
rilot&gc dues. 
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(c) in the case of pilotage outwards, every • 
consignee or agent who has paid or made an • 
:idvert to pay any dues on eccour.t of the 
vessel in her port of de:-,arture. 

58. Subject to this Act tbe Authority shall ;nake regulations 
for the levying of rates for the use of any facility, work or appliances 
provided or any service performed by the Autl:.ority for any vessel., 
goods and any of the following -· 

(a) the landing, loading, shipping, wharfage, 
carnage, storage, carriage or demurrage of 
goods; 

(b) the carriage of passengers or ai.lma\s; 

(c) the use by any VC$sel or person in any whaif; 

( d) the use of any gear, tackJe, tool, instrument 
or staging supplied by the Authority for the 

. purpose of any vessel using a wharf; 

(e) the use of any vessel, lighter, engine or boat 
for the extinction of fire belonging to or 
maintained by the Authority; 

(f) the towing and rendering of assistance to 
any ves.,;el leaving or entering a wharf within 
or outidc the port; 

(g) water supplied by the Authority; 

(h) the removal of waste or refuse from any 
vessel; aud 

(i) monitoring port environmental pollution 
control. 
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59, (1) '£he Authority shall have a lien on any goods for the Lien on 

amow1t of all rates leviable under t.i.is Act and shall be entitled to goods 
seize and detain them until the rates are fully paid 

(2) Where goods are to be discharged the rates shall 
become payable before the discharge of the goods 

(3) Where goods are to be recovered from the premise of 
tl1eAuthority or to be shipped, the rates shall become payable before 
the goods are removed or loaded on board a ship 

(4) The liens on goods for rates shall have priority over 
all other liens and claims against !he goods. 
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60. The Authority may permit goods liable to a lien to be Oi~eharge of 
removed on production to I.he Autho1ity of a receipt for the amount lien. 
daimed as due. • 

61. (l) Wliere the rates payable to the Authority for goods Sale by public 
are not paid, the Authority shall sell the goods by publi(', Auction as auction. 
follows-

(a) at the expiration of 60 days from the time the 
goods were placed in its custody; 

(b) at such period not less than 24 hours after 
the discharge of the goods if the goods are 
perishable. 

(2) The Authority shail give 21 days notice of the sale in 
the Gazette before a public auction unless -

(a) the goods are perishable; or 

(b) the immediate sale is necessary in the opinion 
of the Authority,. 



42 No. 29 The Sierra Leune Ports and Habours Authority Act 2023 

(3) The Authority shall notify the owner of the goods or 
his agent of the public auction, if the address (within Sierra Leone) of 
the owner of the goods or his agent is: -

, 

Application 
of proc~1;ds 
of sale. 

R.:stricri..:111 C'n 
categories 
l.:vie;; or 
charges. 

(a) on the manifest of the ,;:argo 

(b) on any of the document which is in the 
custody of the authorit';; or 

(c) otherwise known. 

(3) The title ofbonafide purchaser of goods sold under 
this section shall not be invalidated by reason of an omission to 
send a notice under this section and the pw-chaser shall not be 
bound to inquire whether the notice has been s~nt. 

62. (I) TI,e proceeds of any sale under section 62 shall be 
applied by the Authority as follows and in the following order-

(a) payment of customs and exci:;e duties and 
warehouse rent owed in respect of goods; 

(b) payment of the expenses of the i:ale; 

(c) payment of the rates an.c! expensei- due to 
the Authority in respect of the goods; and 

(d) subject to subsection (2), the surplus (if any) 
paid to the owner of the good:; on demand 

(2) Where demands are not made -within one yeai·_ from 
the sak of the goods, the surplU5 of the proceeds of sale shall be 
paid to the genernl account of the Authority and all rights of the 
owne:r to the payment shall be extinguished. 

63. The Authority , a concessionaire or licensee shall not 
create or establish any category of fees, levies rates, charges or 
surcharge on port users other than the le~ies, dues, fees and charges 
approved by the Minister. 
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64. (1) A concessionaire or licensee shall not collect dues or As~ignmcnt 
fees unless he has the written approval of the Authority. of Power 

(2) The fees and dues referred to in subsection (1) shall 
be it• accordance with the tariff approved by the Minister and 
published by the Authority. 

65. (1) Notwithstanding any other law, whe~ the Authority Withholding 
. . . tl .6 d . h . . d of Dues or issues :\ nottct statmg 1at an amount spec, 1e m t e notice 1s ue rntes. 
in respect of dues or rates !eviable under this Act against the agent, 
the maste1 or O\\ner of a vessel, the authorise officer shall not give 
any discharge or dearance to the vessel unless the relevant office of 
customs is notified in writing that-

(a) security has been given by the vessel to the 
satisfaction of the Authority for the payment 
of the dues or rates; 

(b) the dues or rates has been paid. 

66. The Authority shall maintain a register at its office, in each Pu~lic 
port containing the dues and rates in force and the register shall be rcg1stcr. 

uvailnble for public insi~tion at bu-;iness hours. 

<37. Notwithsti,nding anything C')ntained in this Part the Recovery of 
Authority m;;iy recov~r by civil suit any clues, rates, expenses, costs dues or rates. 
or bf\!.>nce in th.- case of a sale where the prncteds of sale are 
insufficient 

68. (I) 
rcguhtions-

The Authoi iry may by S•atutory Instrument make Regulntions 
on dues 

(a) for the lt>vying of dues and rates; 

(b) prescribLllg the condition in which any work 
~,r s'"rvice in respe,1 of which any rate is levied 
should be provide~ by the Authority; 

1md rates 
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(c) prescribing the officer and the department of 
the Authority to whom due rates shall this 
review be delivered, place of delivery and 
the time within which it should be made; 

(d) prescribing the officer and department of the 
Authority to whom dues and rates shall be 
paid, the place of payment and the time within 
which payment should be made; 

(e) providing for the exemption of any vessel or 
class of vessels, cargo passengers or animal 
from any dues or rates of the remission of 
any dues or rates; and 

(f) for any other matter whiph the Authority 
deems necessary. 

(2) The regulations made under this section may 
prescribe different dues or rates for -

(a) different ports; 

(b) different classes of vessels, cargo, 
passengers or animals. 

PART XI-REGULATION OF TARIFFS 

69. (l) The Authority shall adopt approaches and 
methodologies which it considers necessary to meet the objectives 
specified in this Act or any relevant legislation and the Authority 
may regulate the tariff for services in such a manner as it considers 

• appropriate. 

(2) Tariff regulation shall include -

(a) approving maximum rate of increase or 
minimum rate of decrease in tariff; 

·. 
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{b) specifying pricing policies or principles 
whether by reference to a general tariff index, 
the cost of production, rate of return on 
assets employed, quantity, location, period 
or other specified factor relevant to the rate 
or supply of the services; and 

(c) monitoring the tarifflevels of services. 
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70. (I) The Authority's power to regulate tariffs and fares Limitation 

charged by a port operator shall be limited to circumstances where- to ~gulatc 
tariff. 

(a) the Authority, has upon the request of any 
person, conducted an investigation and made 
a finding to the effect that-

(i) there is no effective competition from 
other port operators to which the tariff 
or fare applies; and 

(ii) the port operator has set its tariff or fares 
in a manner or to a level that is 
tantamount to an abuse of its dominant 
position or monopoly power; 

{b) the Authority at the request of an interested 
party makes a finding to the effect that a port 
operator has set its tariff or fare in such 
manner or such a level that is tantamount to 
an anti-competitive behaviour; 

(c) the port operator is providing a port service 
for the _purpose of fulfilling a public service 
obligation. 

71. A port operat0r shall file its tariff or range of tariffs with the Filing and 
Authority and the Authority shall publish the tariff rates char.ged to publication. 

users and consumers for the respective services and the 
modifications. 
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PARTXII-PlLOTAGE, HARBOUR MASTER AND OTHER 
RELATED PROVISONS 

72. (l) A person shall not perfonn any pilotage duties within 
the pilotage district of Sierra Leone unless that person holds a 
licence issued by the Authority 

(2) A person who requires a pilotage licc:nce shall make a 
written application to the Authority in such fonn as may be prescribed 
by the Authority. 

(3) A licence issued under this section shall­

(a) be in the prescribed form; a:"l.d 

(b) contain terms and conditions as prescribed 
by the· A1~thority. 

73. The Authority may suspend or revoke a pilotage licence 
where it is satisfied that a licensee has contravened a term or 
condition of his licence 

74. (I) It shall be the responsibility of a pilot to--

(a) direct the movement of the ves:;eJ and to 
detennine and control the movement of the 
tugs assisting the vc.~sels within the pilotage 
district of Sierra Leone; 

(b) request from the harbour master the number 
of tugs required for pilotage. 

(2) Where a disagreement arises between a pilot and 
the Master of the vessel regarding the numbe1 of tugs to be used, 
the harbour master shall make the final decision. 

75. (l) Subject to subsection (2) evea•y vessel t;ntering 
leaving or moving in a pilotage district within a port shall be 
supervised by a licensed pilot. 
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(2) For the purposes of this section, the following 
vessels can enter, leave or tnove in a pilotage district within a port 
without being supervised by a licensed pilot -

(a) vessels belonging to the Armed Forces of 
the Republic of Sierra Leone; 

(b) vessels owned or operated by the Authority; 

(c) pleasure yachts; 

( d) ferry boats sailing exclusively within a port; 

(e) vessels not exceeding two hundred and fifty 
(250)grosstonnage;and 

(f) vessels exempted from compulsory pilotage 
by regulations made under this Act. 

47 

7 6. ( l) The master of a vessel shall remain in command of Duties of the 

the vessel and neither the master nor any person under the command Masi tt_er in 

f h h·t th l . d .1 . re a 10n to o t e master may w I e e vesse ts un er pt otage m any way pilotage. 

prevent the pilot from carrying out his duties except in an emergency 
where the master may intervene to preserve the safety of the vessel, 
cargo or crew and take whatever action he considers reasonably 
necessary to avert the danger 

(2) Where the master of the vessel intervenes during an 
emergency under subsection (I), he shall immediately inform the 
pilot of the vessel, and after having restored the situation, he shall 
permit the pilot to proceed with the execution of his duties. 

(3) The master of the vessel shall ensure that the officers 
and crew are at their posts, that a proper lookout is kept and that 
the pilot is given all necessary assistance in the execution of his 
duties. • 

77. The master of a vessel intending to enter a port in Sierra Advance ship 

Leone shall before the departure of the ship for Sierra Leone submit and 

to the relevant authority a statement setting out the following ~~!':nation. 
information -
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(a) the name and physical particulars of the 

vessel; 

(b) names of last ten (10) ports .:if cal! ~nd 
estimated time of departure for Sien-r. Leone; 

(c) the name(s) of ports of loading/dio,charging 
in Sierra Leont-; 

(d} the estimated date of an·ival in the por!; 

e) derailed mfomlation induding torn~ag~ of the 
cargo for the inte11ded oper.:iti(,11: Jnd 

(t) any other document that the Authority may 
require. 

78. The master of a vessel intending ~o enter or lt'av~ a port 
shall submit to the Authority any infonnation it may r~qni1 e rdating 
to lhc vessel, its cargo, estimated time of f'l\tering or leaving the pc,rt 

79. (1) A merchant vessel shall not t;nier a port or any 
app,oaches to a port in Sien-a Leone unless it obtain.;; pctmis.;ion 
from the Authority. 

(2) A merchant ve&sel which contrnvent:'i! :;Ul>~r;..;tion (l) 
commits an offence, the merchant ves:;le will be seiz<~d and :.letai.aerl 
and released upon payment of a fine not less than US$ 5C,Ou0.c0 or 
its equivalent in LeoncS, within 72 hours upon seizure. A for!her fine. 
of 5% of the amount fiued for each day on which the fln~ is nc,t paid 
after the 72 hours. 

80. Subject to this Pare the Authority -

(a) shall certify and fil.lthori7.~ quali!i,::.i pilors for 
pilotage duties; 

(b) may deleg:ite the pilotage suvice:; to third 
parties; 

(c} may do sucJ1 other tl1ings in relation to p•lots 
in the pilotage di!(lrici as Me ueccs,;ary for 
carrying into effect the Authority's power and 
duties under this Part 
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81. (i)TheAuthority may by order establish a pilotage 
district in -· 

(a) any port; 

(b) the approaches to any port; 

(c) inland waterways and territorial waters of 
Sierra Leone; or 

(d) the exclusive economic zone of Sierra Leone. 

(2) An order made under subsection ( l) may-

(a) provide that in any pilotage district or in an)' 
part of a pilotage district, pilotage shall be 
compulsory; and 

(b) define the limits of any pilotage district, 
distinguishing, when pilotage is compulsory 
in a part of such district, the part of the district 
in which pilotage in compulsory. 

(3) An order made wider this section shall not take effect 
unless approved by the Minister. 
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82. A pilot may require the master of any vessel which he is Confi!ln!tioo 

piloting to confirm her draught , length, beam and any other ~;. :~:~
1:1 

infonnation as may be required for the safe piloting of the vessel. pilot. 

83. The master or owner ofa vessel navigating where pilotage Liability of 
is compulsory shall be answerable for any loss or damage caused by :a~:cr of 
the ship and by any navigation of the ship in the same manner as he ship 
would if pilotage were not compulsory. under 

9ilotage 

84. The Authority or the pilot shall not be liable for any loss Liability of 
or damage caused by anything done or omitted to be done by the pilot. 

pilot in good faith whilst performing his functions under this Act. 
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Limitation of 85. (I) A pilot who has given a bond in accordance with 
pilot's regulations made under this Act shall not be liable for any loss or 
liability. damage caused by anything done or omitted to be done by the pilot 

beyond the penalty of the bond and the amount payable to him for 
pilotage services in respect of the voyage in which he was eng:iged 
when the loss or damage occurred. 

(2) The pilot shall undertake to give a bond in favour -; 
of the Authority in such sum as the Authority considers necessary 
for the proper perfonnance of his duties under this Part and any 
regulations made thereto. 

(3) Where the bond given by a pilot is in accordance 
with regulations made under this Act, payment of stamp duty shall 
not be applicable. . 

(4) Where any proceeding is taken against a pilot for 
neglect or want of skill in respect of which his liability is limited as 
provided by this section and other claims are made in respect of the 
same neglect or lack of skill, the Court in which the proceeding is 
taken may determine the amount of the pilot's liability. 

(5) On payment of the amount determined under 
subsection (4), the Court may-

(a) detennine the amount of the pilot's liability 
and upon payment by him of such amount to 
the Court, distribute that amount ratably 
among the several claimants; and 

(b) stay any proceeding pending in any other 
court in relation to the same matter. 
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--------------------------
86. (l) The Authority shall appoint a habour master for each Appointment 

~ort in _Sierra l~on~ from among hol~ers of a certi~cate of competency ~a~~~bour 

m marme oav1gat1on from a recogmzed University. 

(2) A harbour master's appointment may contain a 
condition that makes the exercise of his functions subje-ct to any 
directions given from time to time by the Authority on maritime safety 
and security. 

87. (l) A harbour master may direct and control - Function!; 
and geneml 
Power of 

(a) the t.ime and manner in which any vessel may harbour 
enter or leave the port waters for which he is Master. 
the harbour master; 

(b) the navigation and general movement of 
vessels within the pilotage district of Sierra 
Leone; 

(c) the position where and the manner in which 
any vessel may anchor or be secured within 
the pilotage district; 

(d) the following operations in the pilotage 
district 

(i) taking stores and replenishment; 

(u) · bunkering ; 

(ui) fresh water; 

(iv) ballast exchange 
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(e) rhe removal of any ve~~.el within the pilotage 
district as the Authority may direct; 

(f) the movement or mOl't"ing and unm0oring of 
a vessd within the pilotage di'itrict; 

(g) the welfare of persons working or J;ving on a 
vessel ~ithm the pilotage district ; 

(h) the removal or di,;po:mi of any residues and 
mixtures containing ')ii er noxious liquid 
substances, sewage and garbagt' from 
vessels ina pmtandreq,tiringany such mott0r 
to be deposited in rezepti.:m facilities in the 
port; 

(i) the detention L•f a vessel reasonably 
suspected of causing oil pollutioo and 
ensuring that the total cost of the pollution 
clean-up operation is recovered, or acceptable 
guarantees an· provided, prior to the vessel 
being given ix:rn1ission to leave the port; and 

0) any other matter necr,s53ry for carrying into 
effect the provisions of this Act 

(2) Where the harbour master has r~ason to bdieve tluil 
the rr-..aster or owner of a ship has -::onmutted an off en~ under this 
Act,. the harbow· master may detain the ~hip. 

(3) Where a non-Sierra Lconean ship is d"tained ~mder 
subsection Cn. the harbour master shalt irnmedia~ely notify the 
Authonty who shall then inform the counsul or diplomatic 
rep:-r.st:ntative of the State whose ilag th~ ship is entitled t.o fly or the 
~pprop.fate n1aritime authority of that State. 

(4) A harbour master who d~tain,; a ship under 
subsection (2) shall immediately releas~ the ship if-
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(a) proceedings fo:r the offence are not imtitut ed 
within seven days beginning with the day 
en which the ship was detained, 

(b) proceedings for the offence, having been 
instituted within that period, are concluded 
without the master or owner being convicted; 

(c) the master or owner is convicted of the 
offence, if any costs or expenses orde:red Lo 
he paid by him, and :my fme imposed on him, 
have been paid; or 

(d) either-

(i) the sum of US $500,C00.00 or its 
eq11ivaient in Leones is paid to 1be 
Authority by way of security; or 

(i.J) security which, in the opinion of the 
Authority, is satisfactory and is fo, an 
amount not less than US $500,000.00 or 
its equivalent in Leones is given to the 
Autliority by or on behalf of the master 
orowrier; 

88. Subject to thic; Part the Authority in consultation with 
the harbour master may appoint a person to exercise tbe harbour 
master's fnnctious in relation tc, oth\lr ports in Sierra Leone 
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a9. (1) The Ma<;ter ofa vessel shali not refose or fo.il to comply Failure to 

w;th any direction given under L'lis part unless he has 3 reasonable :~1:'Y 
exc11Se. 

(2) A person :;hall not obstruct a harbour master or a 
person acting under the authority of a harbour maste, unless the 
person ha.s: a reasonable excuse for the obstruction. 

i:!irection of 
Harl>our 
M:istc:r 
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(3) A person who contravenes this section commits m, 
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not less than US 
$3,000.00 or its equivalent in Leones and in the case ofa continumg 
offence to a further fine not less than US $3,000.00 or its cquivaknt 
in Leones for each day the offence continues. 

90. The Authority or the harbour master shall be Hable for any 
loss or damage caused by anything done or omitted to be done hy 
the h~rbour master in good faith whilst performing his functi0ns 
under this Part. 

PARTXIII- PIERS JE1TIES AND WHARVES 

91. This Part shall apply to any person including ,he 
Government and any Agency of Government 

92. (1) A person shall not erect, alter, extend ,own or occupy 
a pier, jetty or wharf in a port , in the approaches to a port or any 
place within Sierra Leone unless the person bas a concession or 
permit issued by the Authority with the approval of the: Minister 

(2) A person who wishes to erect, alter, e:>.."t.end, own or 
occupy a pier, jetty or wharf in a port, in I he approacbe!> to a port or 
any place within Sierra Leone shall ma1<e a written application to lhe 
Authority. 

(3) The Authority may on payment of the Fescribed fee 
and in the prescribed fonn gram a concession or pennit fo,· the 
activities referred to in subsoction (l). 

(4) A person who contravt!nes this section Cllmmits an 
offence and shaJI be liable on conviction to a fine r.ot exceeding 
$100,000.00 or its equivalent in Leones or impriS()nment for a tenn 
not exceeding twelve months or to both such fine and imprisonment 

... 
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'.)3. The Authority may by Statut1>ry Instrument make Regulations 

regulations for the control and management of wharves, piers and 0'.' wh~ves piers e,c. 
jetties: ru; the Minister may approve 

94. An a•Jthori7..ed employee of the Authority may remove or Removal of 

cau~e to be removed any illegal pier, jetty or whatf in - piers, jetties. 

(a) any port; 

(b) the approach to any port; 

(c) any portion-of the port; or 

(d) any port within Sierra Leone where the pier, 

jetty or wharf is erected or operated 

PART XIV -LIABILITY AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

95. The Authority shall not be liable for any injwy loss, damage Non -liability 

or cost sustained by any person as a result of default, negligence, of . 
hreach or other wrongful act or omission of any licensee or Aulhonly. 

concessionaire or any agent or employee of the licensee or 
concessi'.Jnaire. 

96. The Authority, an authorized employee or representative Liability for 

cf the Authority shall not be liable for any loss or damage caused ac~ of . 

. by a1~Y1hing done or omitted to be done by the Authority, an Autbonty. 

authorized employ,~e or representative of the Authority in good !:aith 
whilst performing any functions w,der this Act. 

'i7. (1) W11cre the Authority is not at actual fault or privity Limiti:.tion of 

~heAutbmity shall not be liable for any loss, damage or destruction th e . 
. Authority's 

caused to any ves:::el or goods on board any vessel m aggregate liability. 

amount TI()t less than $20.00 or its equivalent in Leones for each ton 
of the vessel's tonnage. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, the tonnage of a vessel 
shall be as provided by the Merchant Shipping Act, 2003. 
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98. (I) N.:>thiog in this Part shall impose on the Au!hority or 
a11y person duly authorized by it any liability for the loss or 
destruction of or damage to any goods arising from -· 

(a) fire or flood, unless caused by the actual 
fault or pdvity of the Auth0rity; 

(b) an acl of God; 

(c} an act of war or public enemies; 

(d) arrest or seizure under legal process; 

(e) quarantine restrictions; 

(f) any a1..t, omission or default of the owne; or 
carrier of such goods; 

(g) strilces, lockouts or stoppages or restrains 
oflabour from ru1:v cause whether partial or 
general; 

(11) riot'i and civil commotion; 

co saving or attempting to save life or property; 

G) declaration of goods a!! overtime or 
aballdoned goods or the sale hy 'auction', 
destruction or any kind of disposal made 
pursuant to ihe declarali,1n; 

(k) an act or omissio11 of the consignor, 
consignee, depo'>itor or the servaut or agent 
of any person 

([) insufficient or improper packing, defective 
or insufficient marks or leakage from dr.fe-;tive 
drums, containers or packages; 

{m) tlJe inherent wac;tage in bulk of weight, latent 
defect or naturai deterioration; 
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--------------
(n) any deficiency in the·contents of unbroken 

packages; or 

(o) the dangerous nature of such goods 

9~. (l) In an action or suit against the Authority no 
execution, attachment or process shall be issued against the 
At.:thority until aftt:r three months from lhe date of the judgment 
but any sums of money which may, by judgement oftl,e Court, be 
bwarded against the Authority shall, subject to any directives given 
by·the Court be paid from the funds of the Authority. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, "suit" includes 
action and means a civil proceeding commenced by writ of swnmons 
or in s ,.1ch other manner as may be prescribed by rules of Court but 
do,;s not include ~ criminal proceeding. 
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J 00. Notwithstanding any other law the Authoriiy may not Judicial 
ht: placed \!llder judicial management or liquidatioIJ except autllorized mauagerm:nt 

t and by an Acl of Par iamc:nt en11cted specifically for that purpose liquidai,on. 

PARTXV-OFFENC"ES 

101.. A person who wilfully removes, deslToys or damages Damage 10 

any property helcnging to or in the custody or possession of the property of 
Authority or prevents the property from being used as intended to A11thority. 
be used commits an offence and ;;hall be liable on conviction to a 
fine not less than US$50,000.00 or its equivalent in Leones or 
iJ:nprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 years or both the fine and 
i.rr.priso{llllent a11d shall make good any loss, destruction or damage 
sutfet1::d by the Auth(lrity, including the expenses of any inspectiou 
or s11i-vey carried out by the Authority to ascertain the los::, 
destruction or damage. 

l 02~ A person who establishes, installs, maintains, provides Unau!ho,ized 

or operates any marine service or facility or any port service or port. 
facility without a concession commits an offence and shall be liable 
on convil:tion to a fine not less than US$50,000.00 or its equivalent 
in Leoucs or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months and 
in the ca'it of a continuing offence to a further fine not less than 
US$ l,000.00 or its equivalent m Leones for each day during which 
the offence continues. 
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103. An owner , agent or master of any vessel or consiznor 
of any goods who evades or attempts to evade, neglects or omits 
to pay any dues, rates, charges, or fees payable under this Act, 
commits an offence and shall be liable on convir.tion to a fine not 
le-ss :bar, US$40.000.00 or its equivalent in Leones or to impri,;orunent 
for a term not less than 12 months or to hoth such fine twice lhe 
amount of the dues, rate, charges or foes he evaded or attempted to 
C\ 1adr, or neglected or otrutted to pay 

104. A person who maJ~es any ~latement which he 10:1ows or 
ought to know to be false in a material particular in any return, claim 
or any document which is requested or authorized to be made by or 
under this Act or any regulations made under this Act, com.mi ts an 

-..offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not less th,m 
US$20,00000 or its equivalent in Leones or to imprisonment for a 
tenn not exceeding 12 months or to both such fme aud impriso11ruent. 

l 05. A person who-

(a) wilfulJy Wtd without lawful excll!:e loosens 
or removes from its moorings or frorr its 
fastenings alongside any wharf or dock, any 
vessel in the port without leave or authority 
from the master or owner of such • .,esst.'l or 
person in charge of such wharf or dock; 

(o) without any lawfol excuse discharges any 
gun in the port e!~cept for making a sign.ii of 
distress or for such otl,er purpose as is 
allowed by any la--v; 

(c) graves, beams M snllJkes any vessel in !he 
port, boils or beats any pith, tar, resin, 
dammar, turpentine oil or other combustible 
matter onboard any vesse1 witlli.n the port, 
at any time such act i'> prohibited by a11y 
order of the Minister or contrary to the 
orders 1Jr directives of the Harbour Master 
or the ma,;ter of such \'essel; 

1 
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(d) does or omits to do any act onboard any 
vessel in the port which has caused or may 
cause fire onboard such vessel; or 

(e) uses a vessel or pennits a vessel to be used 
in the port when the vessel is -

(i) in such a state that by reason of the 
defective condition of its hull, 
equipment or machinery or by reason 
of under-manning or otherwise the life 
of any person is likely to be 
endangered; 

(ii) loaded with goods or passengers or 
with both goods and passengers so as 
to-

(aa) exceed the number of 
passengers allowed by the 
vessel's safety certificate 
to be carried or received on 
the vessel; and 

(bb) submerge the appropriate 
subdivision load line on 
each side of the vessel 
when the vessel has no list 

c,)nu:iits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not less 
than USS30,000.00 or its equivalent in Leones or to imprisonment for 
a ktm not less than 12 months or both such fme and iinprisonment. 

106. (I) Where a vessel- Offence by 
Master of 

(a) enters any port or approach to the port vessel. 
without permission issued by the Authority; 
or 

(b) fails to leave any port, approach to the port 
or any berth at the port when required to do 
so by the harbour master; 
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the master of the vessel commits an offence and shall bt: liable on 
conviction to a fine not less than US$10,000.00 or its eq;.1iva!tnt ii\ 
Leones or to imprisonment for a term not less than 12 ml,ntm or to 

both such fine and imprisonment. 

(2) Where the master of a vessel foils to comply with 
paragraph (b) of subsection (1 ), the ma<;ter shall in addition to tht! fine 
or imprisonment be liable to pay damages assessed in rehvion to the 
registered ton of the vessel for every hour that such vessel remains at 
the ports, approach to the port after the time for departure has expired. 

(3) Where an offence under subsection ( l) is proved to 
have been committed with the consent or connivance or, attributed 
to any neglect on the part of the owner of a ship, the owner shall be 
deemed to have committed the offence and shall be liable on 
conviction in the case of -

(a) an individual to a fine ofUS$2,000.00 or its 
equivalent in Leones for each <lay or f,t'lrt of a 
day during which the offence contiru-:s or to 
imprisonment for a term of 12 months; 

(b) a body corporate to a fine not less than 
US$8,000.00 and a furtl1er fineofUS$3,000.0C 
or its equivalent in Leones for ~acb day or 
part of a day during which the • offence 
continues. 

107. (l) A master or owner ofa vessel lying alongside a wharf 
or within any dock shall keep the vessel equipped ballasted or 
loaded to enable tJ1e vessel to be removed safely. 

(2) A person who contravene~ ~1!. se:ction commits an 
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a flue not less thau 
US$5,000.00 or its equivalent in Leones. 



No. 29 The Sierra Leoni: Ports and Nabours Authority Act 2023 61 

108. (1) Any person who throws into a port waters any ballast Throwing of 

or waste commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a ballast 

fine not less than US$30,000.00 or its equivalent in Leones. 

(2) In the case of oil or chemical waste to a fine not less 
than USt30,000.00 01 its equivalent in Leones. 

109 . ( 1) Any owner, agent or master of a vessel entering or 
leaving a port or within the approaches of a port who gives false 
information of the type of vessel, its draught, length, beam or height 
to the Authority commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction 
to a fine not less than US$100,000 .00 or its equivalent in Leones or to 
imprisonment for a teIID not less than 12 months or to both such 
fine and imprisonment 

(2} For the purpose of this section "height" means the 
height of the vessel measured vertically from the waterline of the 
vessel to the highest point of the vessel including its cargo, structure 
or equipment onboard. 

110. Any ship entering, leaving or changing her berth in any 
pilotage district in which pilotage is compulsory without a duly 
authorized pilot, commits an offence and the master of the ship shall 
be liable upon conviction to a fine not less than US$7,000.00 or its 
equivalent in Leones. 

111. Where a person not being a pilot navigates a ship in 
circumstances in which a pilot is to be engaged that person commits 
an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not less than 
US$7.000.00 or its equivalent in Leones. 

False 
information 
as to draught 
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nnd cargo. 
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112. Any person who wilfully obstructs another person in the Obstruction. 

exercise of that person's duties under this Act commits an offence 
and shall be liable on co11viction to a fine not less thanUS$ l ,500.00 
or its equiv;ilence in Leones or to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 6 months or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

lJ 3. ( 1} Any pilot who while piloting a ship by wilful breach Breach of 

of du,y ,, negligence, drunkenness or impairment of the mind - irl~t. by 
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(a) does any act that causes the loss, dt>struction 
or serious damage of the ship or end,mgering. 
the life of any person; 

(b) refuses or omits to do any lawful net to 
prevent the ship from loss, destrnction or 
serious damage or preventing serinus injury 
or loss oflife, 

commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to n fine not 
less than US$8,000.00 or it:; equivalent in Leones or imprisonment 
to a tenn of3 years or to both such fine and imprisonment 

114. A person who wilfully sets adrift, cuts, breaks or unfastens 
the moorings of a ship in order to obtain salvage or for any other 
purpose commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a 
fine not less than US$15,000.00 or its equivalent in Leones er to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 years or to both such fine 
and imprisonment. 

US. Any person who wilfully sinks a ship in a port or the 
approach to the port commits an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine not less than US$200,000.00 or its equivalent in 
Leones or imprisonment for a term not less than 5 years or to both 
such fine and imprisonment and shall in addition pay to theAuthority 
the expenses incurred by the Authority in removing the ship. 

116. Any employee of the Authority who with i.nt~nt to 
defraud, demands or receives from any person liable to pay any 
dues or rates imposed under this Act or regulations made under 
this Act, a greater or lesser amount than is authorized to be levied, 
commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fin.! not 
less than US$5,000.00 or jts equivalent in Leones or to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding one year or to both such fine and 
imprisonmenL 

117. Where an offence under this Act is committed by a body 
of persons if the body of persons is a 
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(a) body corporate, the CbiefExecutive Officer 
of that body shall be deemed to have 
committed the offence; 

(b) firm, every :,artner of that firm shall be 
deemed to have committed that offence. 

PAR.T)<."Vl-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

63 

118. (l) Notwithstanding any other law to the oontrary no Limitations 
P. erson, b0<ly or agency of Government other than the - on government 

(a) Customs Department of the National 
Revenue Authority: 

(b) Immigration Services; 

{c) Maritime Administration; 

(d) Health and quality control agency 

shall operate or perform any function in the ports except as provided 
under thi$ Act. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary and 
without limiting subsection (]) any government agency whose 
function is connected with cargo, pa,;sengers or services in the 
ports ::hall immediately after the commencement of this Act, operate 
and perfonn such functions as permitted by the Autl1ority. 

(3) The agencies or bodies refen-ed to under subsection 
(2) shaU operate or perfonn any duty in the ports as and when required. 

( 4) A person, body or Government Agency given pennit 
under this -:ection shall prior to commencing work in any port notify 
the Authority for the following informationh 

(a) the name of the agency; 

(b) the purpose of its intended presence in the 
port; 

agency. 
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(c) a copy of the request or permit iss\.led in 

accordance with this section permitting tI1e 
Agency to perfonn the duty; 

( d) the estimated duration of its presence in the 
port; and 

(e) the particulars, of its officers including the 
number of such officers, the names and 
designation of such officers and the name ~-
oftheir immediate supervisor. 

119. (1) The Authority shall be exempted from any law 
relating to town and country planning requirements. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, a wharf shall not be 
regarded as hereditaments or tenement or have value for rating and 
the Authority shall not be required to pay any'rates for wharves or 
any property situated in a wharf. 

120. Where any amount in respect of dues, rates , fees or other 
charges levied in accordance with this Act against any ship is 
outstanding, at the request of the Authority, such ship shall not be 
given any discharge by the Customs Department unless the 
Authority notifies the Customs Department in writing that -

(a) the amount of such dues, rates, charges, or 
fees has been paid; or 

(b) security has been given to the satisfaction 
of the Authority for the payment of such 
dues, rates, charges or fees. 

121. (1) Subject to this Act the Authority shall for the 
purpose of ensuring safety of navigation and shipping in Ports -

(a) control marine and other traffic in each port; 

(b) control the entry, stay, movement and 
operations of vessels in ports and the 
departure of vessels from ports; 

... 
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(c) regulate the loading, discharge and storage 
of cargo and the embarkation and 
disembarkation of passengers in ports; 

( d) regulate the safe provision of pilotage services 
by certified pilots; 

(e) provide or procure tug services, certify tug 
port operators and regulate the safe provision 
of tug services by licensed tugs services by 
licensed tug port operators; 

(f) undertake dredging and maintain channels at 
the depth detennined by the Authority; 

(g) remove or cause to be removed any 
obstruction or object from the waters of the 
ports that may pose a danger to shipping or 
navigation ; and 

(h) separate cargo from passengers operation to 
secure safety of life and protection against 
injwy. 

122. (l) The Authority may in consultation with the Sierra Wrecks 
Leone Maririme Administration remove any wreck in or other 
obstruction to a port or its approaches or any timber, raft or other 
thi11g floating in a port, which endangers or obstructs or is likely to 
endanger or obstruct the free navigation of the port or the use of 
any dock or wharf therein. 

(2) The owner of any wreck or thing removed by the 
Au!iio1 ity uildet subsection (l) shall be liable to pay the expenses of 
such removal and such wreck or thing shall be detained by the 
Authmity until such expenses are paid. 

(3) \Vhere any wreck or thing is removed under 
subsection (1) and the expenses for removal is not paid within 14 
days oftbe removal, the Authority may cause the wreck or thing to 
be sold by public auction and shall retain out of the proceeds of the 
amount n,·eessary to meet the expenses of the removal and detention 
and shall remit the balance (if any) to the person appearing to be 
eut tied. 

65 
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123. The Autllority may move a vessel t!iat ha~ been arrested 
or attached by an order of couit to another place within the port. 

124. The Authority's employees or agent may for the pl'rposes 
of preventing the occurrence of any accident prese:ving the safety 
of navigation or the safe operation of any service provided by the 
Authority or repairing any dan1age caused by the accident enti!r 
upon any land and-

. 
(a) cut down or r-'move any tree or other 

obstruction not being :1 building, which 
obscures the view of any beacon er oiher 
fixed signal or which is likely to c.,use any 
obstruction or any danger to the s~fety of 
navigation or of such service; 

(b) execute the other works as may be necessary 
to prevent the occurrence of any accident or 
to repair any damage c-msed as a 1e:mlt of 
any accident. 

12S. (l) A person duiy authorized in writing by the Authuril'y 
may ouring office hours enter any r,remises occupied by a 
concessionaire or licensee to inspect any activity, prOC<',Ss, buildi,1g 
or facility in order to detennine wether relevant contrau col\ditions 
or special conditions are being complied with 

(2) When conducting an it1spect1on under subc;1;ctk,n 
(1) the authorized person may require the concessionaire or licensee 
to produce any book, record, statement or other document relating 
to this Act for the purpose of obtaining copies or extracts. 

(3) Where the concessionaite or ticen;ee notifies the 
authorised officer of the confidentiality of certain documents referred 
to in subsection (2) the authorized person shall r,rc,tect the 
confidentiality of such documents. 

I 

j 
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126. (1) The Minister may during any iml•,strial unrest, strike Emergency 

or lock-out or any other event which gives rise to an emergency power,. 

iind cre:.iting a reai and imminent threat to the national interest of 
Sien-a l.e(,n(; or public safety, with the approval of ab.e ·rresident, 
a((thorize the r\11thority to--

(a) suspend any agreement with a 
concessionaire or licensee, take temporary 
possession (either by itself or through an 
authorized agent) of any undertaking of such 
concessiooatre and operate it in such 2. 

manner as it deems fit; or 

(b) withdraw either partially or totally the use of 
any port service or facility from any person 
or das:- of persons from the general public. 

(2) Where th<; Authority take::1 pos:5cssic>n of any Port 
unctc:r'.aking 110:l.er suhs~ct;l)n (1) adequate compensation shall he 
poid J\J an amount agrecrl between the Authority and the affected 
concessionaire or Jic.eos<!c. 

(3) Where the Authorit; and the concessionaire or 
licensee fail t<l , each nn agreement under subsection (2) tile 
compensation payable: !-hal! be detennined by a Court or tribun:tl of 
competent Jtirisdiction who~c dt:cision shall be final and binding 
upcn the parties. 

127. (l )A pcrs<'n shall not employ or eng:.ige n,aririme labour 
in the ports unles$ tl1e person is registered with agovenunent agt,ncy 
responsible for the regulation of maritim:: iabour. 

(2) Nothing in subsection ( 1) shall prevent a port opernlor 
from engaging regi~terzc! seafarer or docl..-worker dirc.ctly as 
pem11meut workers or r.asual workers from the pool of seafarers or 
dockworkl!rs registered with the Govef1llllent agency referred to in 
subsection (lj. 

Employment 
of m'll'itime 
labow. 
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· · 128, . AH fines, compensation , damages, cost or other :mms 
diJected to be paid in respect of any off"'ni;e, proceeding or 1nat1e1 
arising out of the perfonnance of the dU\ie'i, powers and functions 
ofth.: Authority shall be paid into ~he bank acc..ount of the Authoriiy. 

Cor.fiden:ialily. 129. E){cept for the purposes of thif.: Act or any piocec.<ling-; 

General 
penalty. 

.... 

Modification 
of Laws. 

Tr,111sit1onal 

fi'oni a competent authority a person shall n..it disciose infom1ation 
obtained under tnis Act. 

130. A person who fails to comply wilh any prcvis;ou under 
this Act for which ao penalty is creal\'.:d rnwmits an ofre-nc-! and 
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not less !ban US$8,0G0.00 or 
its equivalent in Leones orto imprisoumcnt for a tenn not ,;;i..cccding 

12 months or to both rhe fine and imprisonment 

-..... 131. The Merchant Shipping Act and any other enactment 
relating to this Act in existence upon the coming into operation of 
this Act shall npply with the necessary modificarions necessary to 
give effect to this Act. • 

132. Ali licences and certificates issued under the Ports Act 
provision. 1964 shall. remain valid until their expiration 

Regulations. l.33. The Minister may make rcg1;)atio11s by statutory 

Rejleal of 
of l964. 

instrument generally for giving effect t0 this Ac!. 

134. (1) TI1e Ports Act 1964 (Act No. 56 of 1%4) i-; he1eby 

repealed. 

(2} Notwiths'a"dill:J th:! rEµEa of the A:>rts Ad. ,_,.oo 
s.b:l::d.ion ( 1) m; nJ €Ser reg:i aions rra:1etn:a" ti'l9 r<¢e:f Ad 
md in exi &aicei rrm:dictay bcf crntm a:,nTn::n:arert ct th sAct, 
Slal cortirueincperaicrnrtil tll:ire<pirctimc< Lrtil ltere<p11ss 
(q.X:B Oi revocaim i.roa-tlisAct. 

SCHEDULE 

Qu~n Rlizabetb Il Qu::iy 
PortofNitti 
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