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Sierra Leone

1996
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The Maritime Zones (Establishment) Decree, 1996 Short title.

Being a Decree to establish the marttlme zones ofSierra Leone
In eonformity with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the ~

Sell 1982; and for connected purposes.

{6th June, 1996.] Date of
Commencement.

\X/HEREAS the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
referred to in this Decree as "the Convention", was signed by the
Government of Sierra Leone on the .lOth day of December, 1982 at
Montego Bay, Jamaica;

AND WHEREAS the Convention was ratified by the Government of

Sierra Leone on tne 12th day of December, 1991;



Leone:

Provisi:
owner
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"Secretary of State" means the Secretary of State

responsible for MarineResources,

"nautical mile" means a distance of 1852 metres:

II: this Decree '1"1111' <; <" tIIC context otherwi se 1P1lt,iicr;;--_ ~"'~."-> L'Lr-, .,"._, \. .~_-' ..".-.') .,:. ..- .,1,. /\. . _ .... ::.. ...... T • .J - .•~'-- .\,. ,",

The Maritime Zones (IislablishTflellt) Decree

L

5. (1) Ships of all States may exercise the right of innocent

passage through the terri tonal sea of Sierra Leone.

, '," ~

z. The territorial seaofSierra Leoneis that area extending

beyond the land territory and internal waters to the 'belt of sea adjacent

thereto, the breadth of which is twelve nautical miles measured from the

laseline, being the low-water line along the coast of Sierra Leoneas

riarked on large-scale official charts.

4. It is hereby declared that the waters on the landward side

nl the baseline of the territorial sea forms part of the internal waters dl'

:;ierm Leone.

Now, THEREl'ORE, FUR?UA~ to paragraph 3Qf the Proclamation

er titled "The Administration of Sierra Leone (National Provisional
:.

Ruling Council) Proclamation, 1992~:\ the National Provisional Ruling
~: .

,Council makes ami issues the Following Decree

No. 11

Leone,

etation

AND \VIlERE/\:; it is necessary to give effect to.the provisions of the

Convention relatir.g to the establishment of the territorial sea, contiguous ,

zone, exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf in order that

those provisions of the Convention shall have the force of law in Sierra

~Ignty 3. Subject to the provisions of the Convention and other
.rri tonal . ~

relevant rules cf international law, the sovereignty of Sierra Leone

extends to the ausrxice over the territorial sea as well as to its bed and
1

subsoil.
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TheMaritime Zones (Establishments Decree

t: (2). Passage is innocent only so long as it is not prejudicial to

fpeaee, g~ order or security of Siena Leone:

>,rr

[I: Provided that no foreign warship shall enter or pans through the

f tenitorial sea except ~ith tile prior written consent of, and subject to such

conditions as may be specified by the Secretary of SLate. t

3

; )

(3) No foreign aircraftshall enter or passthrouglr the ailspace

above the territorial sea except with the prior written consent of, and

subject to such conditions as may be specified by the Secretary of State.
~

(4) A foreign ship or foreign aircraft which contravenes any

provision of this secti~n is liable to confiscation or in the alternative the

owner shall be liable to pay such other penalty as may be prescribed.

;,
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(2) Any ship which contravenes the provisions of any public

notice made under subsection (1) is liable to confiscation Of, in the

alternative, the owner shall be liable to pay such other penalty as may be

prescribed.

.. '. (2) In.the contiguous zone the Government of Sierra Leone

exercise the control necessary to-
,.bl,:,:

i

\'i,i,:'"
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6. (1) The National Provisional Ruling Council may by public Suspension of

hibi d 1 . . innocentnotice, pro ViI. or suspen t re innocent passage of any ship through the passage.

territorial sea of Sierra Leone if, in itt; opinion, such prohibition or

suspension is necessary in order to safeguard the peace, .good order or

security of Sic rra Leone.

7. (1) The contiguous zone of Sierra Leone is that area Contiguous
. I zone.

contiguous to the territorial sea ami extending up to twenty-four nauucar : .

l:.,miles from the baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea is

" easured



(i) the exploration and exploitati

conservation and management of

natural resources, whether living
non-living, of the waters superj

to the sea- bed and its subsoil;,.

(i) the establishment and use of artificial

islands, installations and othe
structures;

(ii) the production ofenergy from the water,

currents and winds; and

(a) prevent ~nfrillgement of its customs" fis~~

immigration, sanitary or environmcntallaw8;'~t... ;"

(b) punish any contravention of the laws referred tJr
paragraph (a) if the contravention is committ

within the land territory, the territorial sea orr
contiguous zone of Sierra Leone.

(a) sovereign rights over-

(b) jtirisdicuon over-

Tile Maritime Zones (Esiabtislunent ) Decree

(1) In the exclusive economic zone, Siena Leone has-;9.

3. (1) The exclusive economic zone of Sierra Leone COIl1pris
that area of the sea, seabed and subsoil that is beyond and adjacent to th
tenitorial sea of Siena Leone, the outer limit of which is a line sea\vard

every point of which is at a distance of t,..·o hundred nautical miles Iror
the nearest point of the baseline from which the breadth of the terri tori

sea is measured. -\

(2) The.area of the exclusive economic zone forms part of th
fisheries waters of Sierra Leone.

No. Ll
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The Maritime Zones (l::'s!a/;li.s!zIllC::l) Decree

(ii ) marine scientiJic research;

(iIi) the protection and-presenation or the

marine e/l\i/ol1lllcnt;

(c) such other rights and duties a:~ arc prmiueu Ior in
the Convcnuon

(2) No State, international organis;}tiu!l or person, not bcing

anatjona of Sierra Leo!le, may within the e\clusi1e economic zone.

engage if' any activity that impinges UpOIl the rights and jurisdiction oj

Sierra Lei me specIfied in subsection ( I) except \\ith the written consent
oflhc (]o\crnmcnl.

(3) Any contravcntion of anv prm iSI(/1 o! this sectio!l
!' the constitute,'; an offence,

C(mti ncntat
,h:I(J

Slcrr,l Lt';l1l

,10. SUbject to the laws of Sierra Leonc, other States may
.. exercise in the exclusive economic zone the Irecdom of-

(a) n,wigation;

(b) oVCTflight;

(c) Iaying o! submarine cables and pipelines on the

continental shelf subject to the jurisdiction of

Siena Leone over such cables and pipelines and

the right of Sierra Leone to establish condi tions
for their laying.

( 1) The continental shelf of Sierra Leone compIises the sea­
and subsoil of the subrnann- areas th<.H extend t"C,\ nnd the temr<)fial

IhroUghOlll the natural prolongation of its land territory to a distance

," 0 hundred nautical miles from the busclrne from which the breadth
'Hilorial sea is measured;, r -

,"ti:
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PRlNrED AND PtmUSIIr'-D 13Y.THE GOVERNl\fEN1 PRINTING DEPARTlvlENT, SIERRA LEONE

GAZETTE No. Y+ OF 6m JUNE, 1996.

JULIUS IviAADA BIO,

Chairman,

National Provisional Ruling Council.'I,

(e) anything required or necessary to be prescribed.

(d) the prevention of pollution from installation and

'devilces used in exploration or exploitation of th~m
natural resources of the sea-bed and subsoil,
regulating the design. construction, equipment,

operation and manning of such installations or

devices ~lnd

.Ttie Maritime Zones (Establishment;" Decree
--------~--~--

IviADE AND ISSUED this 28th day of March, 1996..

~ No. 11'\C,
u


