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YESTERN. PROVINGE COAS®AL AND LAGOON SHIPPILG ORDINANCE 199§

Title and
comnencement

Intorpratation

An Ordinance to
provide for the control of coastal and la~cm c.-;
to better orotect the safety of the pcoplc of "=
Province and to protect the coastal and morine
envirdnment of Yestern Province

Arrangement of Sections
1. Title and commencenment
2, Interpretation
3. Speed limits in lagoons
4. Marine pollution
5« Notice
6. Powers of authorized officers

7. Delegation of powcrs

1. This Ordinance i5 called the Yestorn Frowrincc Cocital
and Lagoon Shipping Ordinance 199?vand whall come into

force upon approval by the Hinister in accordance with Szetion
of the Provincial Government Act 1981 and »udlication in the
Solomon Islands Gazette

2, In this Ordinance, éxcept whore tho contaxt roouires
otherwise:

"Authorized Officer” means any Police Officer, any Officor o3
defined in the Customs and Excise LAct, any Fishoriss Officer,

any Arca Constable, any Afnlnlstrutlvr Officor and any othar
verson anuvointed by the hestern Provincicl Txecutivs to be
an authoriscd officer for the purposcs of this Urdinance

"coastal watcrs" mcans the area sezward over vhich “lestorn
Province has jurisdiction as described in Scection 3 of the
Provincial Government fAct 1981

"lagoon" includes but is not limited to the Marove Lascon; ih:
Roviana DLascon, thc Vona Vona Lmroon, the navirablc chzancls
and approaches to the ports of Zizo and Foro and the ports of
Gizo and Noro

"marine pollution" means the initroduction by povsent drzeily
or infirectly of substantes or en-rs¥ inte tho waring
environment vhich includes estuaries vhich xcrmits or 32
likely tc resuld in such deletcrious offccts s homm o
living resources and marine life, hozards to hwasn acalibk |
hindrance to marine uctivities including fishinyg =vd ollsy
logitinate uses of the see, impairment of cunlity f-r o of
sca water ond recduction of amenitics

"ﬂastcr of a ship" ‘means the person having coamoni oT Canr:siu
of a ship for the time being but docu net include n niled
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"Owner of a ship" includes a charterer, a salvor and any agent
of the owmer, charterer or salvor

"person"™ means any person, persons, company, public body as

herein defined, association, co—operative, community and any
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other body of persons

"public body" includes the Provincial Government, . an :Area Council,
a Town Council, division or department of the Solomon Islands
Government and any statutory body

"ship" and "shipping" means any ship, tug, lighter, barge or
vessel of any kind vhatsoever vhether propelled by engine or
not but does not include a canoe

3.1 The maximum speed permitted for all shipping proceeding
in a lagoon is six (6) knots PROVIDED HOVEVER'that this
speed may be exceeded:®

(2) in the case of an emergency

(b) 4if the ommor of a ship obtains the prior written zpproval
from the YWestern Provincial.BSecretary... The Vestern
Provincial Secretary may refer the request for arproval
to the Yestern Provincial Executive for directions.

3.2 Sﬁbjéct‘alwayégto the provision of subsection 3.1; shivping
in a lagoon must at all times:

(a) proceed at a safe speed taking all the conditions ond
circumstances into account

(b) proceed at a speed vhich will not cause undue or unnecessary
damage to the coastal environment and coastal pronerty’

(e) proceed at a speed vhich will not endanger another shin or
a canoe or any person on board that shin or canoc

3.3 The Master of any ship vhich contravenes the provisions of
subsection 3.1 or subscction 3.2 is guilty of an offeonce and is
liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars (¢500+00)

or in default of payment to imprisonment not oxceeding thrce (3)
months

4.1 No ship and no person on hoard a ship or canoce is peormitted
1o drop, throw overboard or discharge in coastal watcrs any litter,
rubbish, refuse, garbare or any useless or wnwanted meteriols or
equinment or oil or any other hazardous protducts or chemicals
including but not limitoed to petrol and bilsc water or any other
matter or thing causing or likely to cause marine pollution

A.2 Subsection 4.1 docs not epply to the dumping or discharge
of bio-degradable food or substanccs or human waste (sevage)
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4,3 The Master or owner of any shin vhich conirivenes the
prQV1Sion of subsection 4.1 Lnd/or any person on board-a ship
or ganoe who contravenes the provision of subscciion 4.1 is
puilhy of an offenge and is liable to 2 fine not exce-dips ono
thpusand dollars. (¢1000—00) anpd in (ufault of paymmcnt o
ipprigonment not exceeding pix (6) months

4.4 The court may order that any person found muilty of an
offpnce under subsection 4.1 must:

(a) take such action as the Ministry of Natural Resources
deems necessary and practiceble to remedy or abate
the marine pollution and/or

(b) meet the costs imourred by the Provincial or. Solomon
Islands Government or ithe costs of an independcnt
coniractor employed by the. Provwnclul or. Solonon Islunds
Government in the remedying or ohatement of the marine
pollution

5¢) Notwithsianding that a holder of a Western Province
Business Licence has ‘not been charged or found vullty of an

offence under this Ordinance, should the Yestorn. PIOVInClnl

oecretcry'hmve Tcasonable grounds to suspect thai a:business
licence holder is causing marine pollut1on hexor. sho nay
serve a noﬁlce on the business 11cencegholdﬂﬂ culr n‘\t
business 1mcence holder to answer or. expluln the- cmrcumatanceq
civing rise to the suspicion and shouwld tna"euuaznAProv1nolal
Seeretary not e’ sat19f1ed with the answer or exnlanﬂulonA*'
and not be satisfied that thc dusiness lauencc ﬁcld'..'
appropriate action to ensure thet no me rlna:ﬂol*uthn ocuurs
in the future he or shne may refer the matier 4o the Veatern
Provincial Executive who may:

(a) impose new terms ané conditions to that psrson's
Yiestern Province Business Licence or

(b) suspend the business licence oxr

(¢) cancel the business liconce

6.1 It is lawful for any fAuthorized Officer to:

{2) stop and voard any ship which the futhorized Officer
reasonably suspects of contravening the provisicns of

this Ordinance and to direct the Mazmter of “he ship to
proceed direct to a stated whari, anchcrase or port
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(») make such enguiries and ‘take such action an sppecrs to ile
Authorized Officer %o be necensary to ascertain whetker

any offsnce under #his Ordinance is beiny oy has Zeen
committel or may have been committed

(¢) Ao &1l such other lawful acts to enforce ths previsions
of this Crdinance

6.2 Any porson who obstructs or impedes an Authorized Officex
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in the 2xercise of ony of that Authorized Officer's powers
under this Ordinance is muilty of an offence and is iiable te
a fine not exceeding two hundred dollavs ($200-00) or in
gdefaplt of payment to imprisonnent net exceeding one (;} month

7. The Vestern Provincial Secretary may delerate his or her
povers and duties under this Ordinance %o any FProvincial
Government or public officér.



