L. D.—B. 203/33.
THE FOREST ORDINANCE
Rules under section 20 (1)

RULES made by the Minister of Lands and Land Deve-
lopment by virtue of powers vested in him by sectiox
20 (1) of the Iorest Ordinance (Chapter 451), as
amended by Act No. 13 of 1966 and Act No. 56 of 1979.

GAMINI DISSANAYAKE,
Minister of Lands and Land Development.

Colomb, 7.11.1979.
Rules

1. (1) These rules may be cited as Forest Rules,
No. 1 of 1979,

7Y These rules shall apply to forests not included
in a resrved or village forest.
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for the purposc of cultivation,
clear, or break up the soil of any forest except with
the written permissioii 6 the Government Agent, the
Conservator of Fotests or an officer not bolow the rank
of Divisional Forest Officer.

2. No person shall,

3. No person shall cut. clear or set fire 1o cr cause
any other person to cut. clear ov sct fire to any forest
without a permit or oiherwise than in accordance with
the conditions of such per:nit.

4. (1) Every holder of a permit to clear, cut or set
fire to a chena shail be entitled to the frec use. of
timber or other forest produce felled or lyving within
such boundaries of such chena in accordance with the
conditions of such permit.

(2) No holder of any such permit shall remove any
timber or other forest produce outside the boundarics
of his chena for any purpose whatsoever without a
permit for such removal duly obtained or otherwise
than in accordance with the conditions of such permit.

5. A permit to clear, cut or set fire to a chena shall
e in such form as the Government Agent of cach
Administrative. District may prescribe for the whole
or any part of that District and may bz issucd by any
-of the following ofticers : —

(a) a Government Agent in resnect of the forests

within his Administrative District :

(L) an Assistant Government Agent or 2 Divisional

Revenue Officer or a duly authorised Gram:
Seva Niiadhart in respect of forest within his
Division.

6. No person :hall kindle a fire or cause any other
person to kindle a fite in any forest in any circums-
ltances likely to cause any danger of such fire spreading
and cauzing damage to any forest or cthor uroperty of
whatever kind whether belonging to the State or to
any other person. or shail omit or cause any oihet
person to emit lo lake all reasonable precantions to
prevent such fire from cspreading and risiaQ such
damage.

7. (1)No person shall fell, cut, girdle, lop, tap or
-damage by fire or otherwise collect, remove or trans-
port any tree or saw or convert the timber of any trec
or cause any of the foregoing acts to be done, in any
Forest except on a permit duly obtained for the purpose
or otherwise than in accordance with the conditions of
such permit.

(2) Every perm:t issued under this rule shall be in
such form as may bhe approved for the purpose by the
‘Conservator of Forests and may be signed by a Govern-
ment Agent, Divicional Revenue Officer, an authorised
Grama Seva Niladhari or a duly authoiiscd iorest
officer, within whonze area of authority the forest is
situated.

8. (1) No persen shail cellect, appropriate. remove
or transport leives, plants, flowers, fruits, sveds, reots,
juice, catechu, bark, guwn, resin, varnish lac, honey,
wax, grass, creepers, tusks, horns, shed horns, edible
birds’ nests or any other forest produce except on a
permit duly obtained for the purpose or otherwise than
in accordance with the conditions of such permit.

(2) Every pormii $ssued under this rule shall be in
such form as may be approved for the purpose by the
Conservator of Forests and may be signed by a Govern-
ment Agent, Divisional Revenue Officer, an authorised
‘Grama Seva Niladhari or a duly authorised forest
officer within whose arca of authority the forest s
situated.

9. (1) No person shall erect or occupy a house or
hut in any forest except with the writlen permission
.of the Government Agent or a forest officer not below
the rank of Divisiona! Foros! DJieer.

(2) Any person occupying a house or hut, so erected,
shall quit such house or hut within one month of the
receipt ef a written nolice requiring him to do so from
any forest ofticer referred to in parvagraph (1).

10. (1) No person shall, quarry, collect, or remqve
any stone, or coral, or remtove any peat, surface soil,
or munerals, or subject any of the atorementioned
forest preoduce to any manufacturing process, or cause
any other person to do any of the aforesaid acls, in
any forests except on a permit duly obtained for the
purpose or otherwise than in accordarice with the con-
c¢itions of such parmit.

(2) FEvery permit issued under this rule shall be in
such form as may be approved for the purpouse by the
Conservator of Forests and may be signed by the
Government Agent, Divisional Revenue Oflicer, an
authorised Grama Seva Niladhari or a duly authorised
forest officer within whose area of authority the forest
's situated.

(3) The conditions  se

vut in any permit issued
wnder thic rule may inch a condition requiring the
parmit holder to fril up eny pit dug by him in the
course of any of the acts authorised by the permil or
0 aramn cif any water cellected in such pit into the
searest notural depression,

(3} Where the condition referred to in paragraph (3)
e 1o boinserted in any povmit, the Government Agent
cr the Divizional Forest Oilicer may bafore issuing such
vermitl require the applicant to deposit with him a sum
cf money cqual to the estimated cost _of filling up or
draining off such pits ag may be dug in the course of
ihe acts to Le wuthorised by the permit, as seculiily
for the performance of that condition.

(3) (a) Where the conditions referred w0 in para-
araph (3) is fulfiiled to the satisfaction of the
Government Acsent or the Divisional Forest
Oilicer, the deresit made by a pormit holder
under this rule ciall be refund2d to the permit
holder by such cificer.

(b) Where the condition is not fulfilled to the sutis.
faction of the Government Agent or the Divi-
sional Forest QOilicor, such ollicer may cause
to be cartied out all such work as the permit
holder mmayv be bound to carry out under the
aforesaid condition, and may recover the cost
thereof from the deposit made by the permit
holder, and refund such balansze as may thee
remain to the pcrmit holder,

(6) The Government Agent or the Divisional Forest
Officer may refure 10 issue a parmit if an applicant
fails to make the deposit required under paragraph (4).

1i. (1) No pversen shall Y urn ciiarcoal or litme or miake
bricks or tiles or cause any other person to do any such
act, N any roresi exeent on oa permit duly obtained for
the puincee or oitherwise then in accordance with the
conditiens of such permit.

(2) Every permit issuzd under this rule shall be in
such form as may be approved for the purpose by the
Conservator of Forests ar.d may be signed by the Gove-
rnment Acent or the Divisionul Revenue Oflicer or any
authoriscu Grama Seva Niladhari or a duly authorised
forest oflicer within whose area of authority the forest
is situated.

12. (1) The Government Agent may with the sanction
of the Minister by notification puzlished in the Gazette
and in such other manner.as may be calculited to give
publicity thereto, decclare any specified portion of a
forest to be an arca reserved ior the pasturing of cattle,
and prescribe the fees to be paid for the pasturing of

cattle, therein or for the cutling and removal of grass
therofrom,
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(2) No person shall pasture cattle or cut grass in
any area so declared or remove grass therefrom, or
cause any other person to do any such act, except on
a permit duly obtained for the purpose or othcr\-.rx§e
than in accordance with the conditions of such parmit,

(3) Every permit issuad under this rule shall be in
such form as may be aprroved for the purcose by the
Conservator of YForests and may be signed by the
Government Acent or the Divisional Revenu2 Officer or
an authorised Grama Seva Niladhari within whose area
of authority the forest is situated.,

13. (1) The Government Agent may, with the sanc-
tion of the Minister, by notification publizhad in the
Gazette and in such other manner as may bz calculated
to give publicity thereto, declare any forest or any
pecified portion of a forest to be an zrez in which
the pasturing of cattle and the cutting of grass are
prohibited.

(2) No person shall pasture cattle or cul grass in
any area so declared or remove grass therelvem,

14. No persen shall use poison of any kind whatso-
“ever for the capture or the destruction ol f:h in any
waters situated in any forest.

15. (1) No bersen shall use explosives ¢f ony kind

for the destructionn of aneuals or of fish within uny
forest.
(2) No pecrson shall use explesives of anv king for

blasting rocks or for any other similar purszie in any
forest without snocial Hermission therefor obtait
the Divisional Forest Officer or the Govermment Agent

in writing.

16. (1) The Conscervaior of Forest or th2 Gavern.
ment Agent may issue & free grant, from cny forest,
of anv trces or timber to mceet the requ

I

ments ol
the Forest Depariment, and of non-scheduled tices
to—
(a) the Survey Department for ihwe purpose of putting
up camps and erecting stages in conneciion with
surveys ; and

(b) the Derartmient of Agriculture and the Depart-
ment <8 Animal Productien and Heasith for the
consiruction of huts, well sweeps. fences and
the like in any agricultural station or farm.

(2) No free grant of timber shall be made to any
Government Department other than the Departmian's
referred to in paragraph (1).

17. (1) It shall be lawful for the Conservator Forests,
any oflicer not Lelow the rank of Divisional Forest
Officer or the Government Agent o allow fr2e grants
of scheduled or non-srheduled tr2as er tinthere Sfone,
corai, peat, surface seil, or minera’zs, snd for any Divi-
sional Revenue Cicer autherieed thoreto m «oriting by
tha Government Apent to allow oo grants of
schzduted trees ov timbzr from any forest nr any of
the following puiposes:—

™

(a) the construction of village huts or well.cweeps or
of fence and cattle p2ns and the like for domes-
tic or agricultural purposes by resident villageis

v owners of fields in villagzss; or

(b) werks of public utility such as villaze bridges,
ferry boats and canozs. ambalams (when these
arve not crected by privete poreans £s works
of pict- Y, and in .o e : 2

in which the Couscrvator of Forests or the

Government Agent may dz2em it proper to give

such .aid : Provided that no free grant shall

be a'lowed for any purpass2 of trade or for the
conztruction of any building for religious
purposes or of anv houss. bridge, ferry or baat
for the use of which fecs cr tolls ars levied :
Provided further that no free grant shall be

T ecens
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made to any Village Counail, or other public
body {o which an annual grant is made from
pubiic revenue or to any public instilution
maintained by the Goveramient or for the
maintenance of which a contribution is made
from the public revenue.

(2) Notwiihstanding the preceding provisions of this
rule, the Conservator of Forests or any otticer autho-
rised by him for the purpuse may, upon application
madz in that behalf allow a free grant of schedule or
non-scheduled trees or of timber fur the nurpose of
constructing a schigol building for sny school or for
the purpost of making any extensions to any existing
buildings of 2ny school, if—

(a) the application is made by any Rural Develep-
ment Society or by the Parent Teachors' Asso-
cintion of such school or by any cther similar
body, and

(b) the plans and specifications relating to such
buitding or such exiensione, as 1his eaze mny be,
have boen spproved aad the application has
beion recommended, by the Dirvector of Educa-
tion,

(3) Noiwithstznding the preceding provisions of this
rule, the Conservator of Foresis or any oficer authori-
sed by him for the surpose may, upon application made
i that behef L a Rural Davelopmaest Socicly or
cther similer body, allow a free grent of timbor for
the purpeze of constructing a building for any weaving
cenlre, indusivial centre or any work of public utility
for the purpoie of making any cxieasions to any such
cexisting bwlding,

(i) the case js one where the Iabour for such cons-

trucitan werks 1s provid-s such Socsiety
or oilicr hody and the Governnmient contributeg
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only the materials or ths cost thercof, not
exeecsing seventy five per cenitumn of the {otal
cost ;

(ii) the p’ans and specifications relating to the build-
ing have bzen opproved by :he appropriate
department ; and

(iii) the applicstion has been revominended by the
Government Agent of the Adwmuanistrative Dis-
trict {from where the timbzr 15 to b2 obtained.

(4) The Conservator of Feresls or any other oflicer
authoris~d by him for the purpose mav, upon applica-
tion madea in that behalf allow, a free grant of scheduled
or non-scheduied trees or poles to any resident villager
whose hoeuse hos been damaged by {loods, or by natural
disastor if—

The application has been recommended by the
Government Agent of the Administrative District in
which he resides and by the Government Agent of the
Administrative District from where the timber is to
be obtained.

18. Any resido
and withaut a

viilager imay collec

miit, any forest p
trees, (uashs I ovomica, avaram
rovx, stone, cornll poat surface roil o omineral from
any forest situated within a rudius of three miles of
the place iin which he resides.

frce of royalty
ce other than
(renawara)  bork,

19. Any resident villager may gather dzad or fallen
sticks for fuel from zny fcrest situated \ithin a radius
of three mlies from the place in which he resides or
owns or culiivates land.

20, The Conscrvator of Foreste mnne th the eane.
tan o dhe 20 e soyaltics, or
omer parinenis gn respert of the ceilection of forest
produce snd the manncr in which such fezs royalties
cr odier payments shall bhe made. ' ’

2L (1)Every permit issued under these ru'es shall be
subjrg‘l to such conditions as may be specified in such
rermit and auv infringoment of any of the saill coneli-
tions shall be dzemed to be an offence punishable under
section 21 of the Forest Ordinance,
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(2) Any permit may be re-issucd for such further
period.as may be endorsed thercon by the Govqrnmem
Agent or Divisional Forest Officer and such re-issue—

(e} may be free of charge in any case where no

charge was made for the issue of the permit
originally ; and

tb) shall be subject in all other cases to such further

fee or royalty, not exceeding ten per centum
of the fee or rovally payable in respect of the
original permit, as may be prescribed under
rule 20.

22 The rules relating to forests published in Gazeite
Eruaerdinary Noo 14,707/7 of August 29th 1966, us
subsequently amended, are hereby rescinded.

21 1n o these rules  unless  the context  otherw
q

* Government Agent U owith reference to an Admins-
wrative District includes an additional Govern-
ment Agcnt., or aon Asastant Goverament
Agent of such Adminisirative Districls;

authorised Grama Seva Nijadhart” means any
Grama Seva Niladhari duly appointed by ti

the
Government Agent to discharge any function
of a forest oftficer under these rules in respec
of any ferest situated within Grama Sava
Niladhar Division ;

*majer forest produce ™ means timber and firewood,
roots of trees, charcoal, tusks, shed horns, seeds
of nux vomica and the barks of Cassia (rana-
wara or avaram) and Rhisophora (kadol) ;

aunor forest nroduce”™ means ali forest produce
other than “major {erest produce ™

schieduled tree ” meceans any tice for the time heing
included in Schedule Il to the Forest O:di-
nance ; and

non-scheduled tree ™ nteans any tree other than a
* scheduled tree ™.

*“forest produce ™ means major and minor f{orest

produce.
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