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L. D.-B. 203/33.

THE FOREST ORDINANCE

REGULATIONS made by the Minister of Lands and
Land Development by virtue of the powers vested in
him by section 64 .of the Forest O:dinance (Chapter
451), read with section 59 of that ordinance as amended
by Act, No. 13 of 1966 and Act No. 56 of 1979.

GAMINI DIS3...NAYJ\KE,
Minister of Lands &: Land Development.

Colombo, 7th November, 1979.
. Regulations

1. (1) These regulations may be cited as the Forest
Regulations, No.4 of 1979. .

(2) These regulations shall apply in relation to the
Powers and Duties of Forest onrcers.

2 AU the powers and dutiesc.onferred Or imposed on
anY. forest officer by or under For,st Ordinance.(C~ap~
ter 451), as amended by Act. No.·.·.13 of ,196.6: .n~.i.~f~
No. 56 of 1979 may be exerclsed or performed.i.~1"~v:

Government Agent, Additional Government Agent,
Assistant Government Agent, District Land Officer
Land Officer, Divisional Revenue Officer, Kachcherl
Surveyor, Grama Seva Niladari, Colonization Officer of
the Land Commissioner's Department and Chairman,
qeneral Manager, Operation Manager, Deputy Opera­
tion Manager, Regional Manager, Assistant Regional
Manager, or Coupe Officer of the State Timber Cor­
poration within his area of authority.

3. Within their respective areas of control th
men 10 0 e u e ere to
~ a I exercise t e powers un er e orest Or.di.oance
~ ttie rut !i and rfiulalions made there nnful;;~ci-

ed In the corre~ondiJ1gitems of the Second and Third
colul,,:,ns of tha[}~wqule.

4..In these regulations unless the context otherwise
requires II Fores.t Officer" has the same meaning as in
the Forest Ordmance.

5. The regulations relating to powers and duties of
Fo~est Officers published in 9azette No. 10,424 of July
11, 1952, as. amendedtro:n tlme .to .. time .are to herebyr:esclnded. . .. . .. . '"
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Sc111:DO I.E

1

Clus« of Officer empowered
.)CdlQIl of the

Ordinance ulldu
It'hie" the llOlJ.'Crs

r:r~ !Jit.:':1l

3

I. Conservator of Forost s, Dcput y COI\SN\'ator pf 7 (I)
Forests, Senior Asvistant, Con:!cr\°nlor of Foro.sts

so (I) (h)

20

:!.\

;?\ (I) (t;)

TIl 1''''lll1it ~tt I" :i,,·,·di,·d !Jt :-.t'ctlfJ~I-, -; (I) (I). i (I) (:;).
7 (I) (h) "",I i (I) (il

Tv prescribe 1"c:;, royalties and ot lu-r 1,.1~'1llellts:"s
:;p,'cilill.1 j!l sect ion ~O (I) (h)

'1\, 1"'l"mit "d.'i ,pocilje<l in 1'1110 :; <)1' t l« rules UJld l ' l"
:....cct.ivn :!(1

T·, P:\:;;CrJll() th,., 1'1<11',.':, u!ld t ho routes U\· "hieLl alon»
Io:..:,t 1'1'0.111<;0 U1:.<y 1)0,) expul ted Iroru or trru\Sportcll
wit h in tho lsbm! Willer sect i()11 ~·I (I) (a)

To I'Cl'luit t I. ~c'l'0rt. "I' ti'llu"r wi: hi!! 1'1Udllillluu areas
us I 'I'l'.;,·n I,,·, I llJll:"1" sect ion :!.; (I i (I,)

T,' c.<L:bl,,,h ":"'tkillg "tat ions with t ho ("'I";"lll of I)",
l;'l\·I,,·~1t::":lt .\;;CHt

Class of Officer clllJiolL'ered
Section of the

()rdiJlullce un.der
,~hic" the pou:ers .

ere gil'ClI

3,

Oonservator of Forests, Deputy Couscrvat or of
Forests, Senior Assist.Ult Consorvutor of Forost s,
.'usist-3J1t Conservators of Forests, ,J unior A.osisltult
Conservators of Forosts, Divisional T'orost. Officers
and Assistant Divisional Forest Otllcers

Government Agont.s. Assist.ant GO"'erJlDlcnt Agonts,
District Land Officors and Land Oflicers

!j

(j (a)
c (c)
7 (I)

IQ

~O

~1 (1) (i)

~.J (I) (f)

2.J (I) (gg)

21 (I) (i)

~4 (I) (k)
~4 (I) (t)

24 (I) (m)
24 (I) (n)

~I (I) (0)

27
~s (3)

:;0 (:?)
31

:J;j
41
42
45
51
50 (I) (e)

50 (1) (g)
GO

20 (1) (a)
20 (1) (b)
20 (1) (d)
~O (I) (0)

To ~tl!P .....~:,.. _~!ld ',\ ..ltl'r C'lll1~I'" I!\ !I"l)l\·cd fOlc~ts

"I"J pon\lit .1,:1;; :'I'I·,;ili ..»I i n soct j.m [j (a)
'I',) I'crJllit. :..' 1~ :-;l>t.-cifil.d in ~;"C( ion (j (0)
"1", I,,'rlll;t ad" ~1,,:,·iJi.;d ill s.:di":b i (I) (,,), 7 (I) ("),

7 (I) (e). j (I) (<I) a:l.l 7 (I) (e)
To I,,,,,wit ac:s ~1"~l'I.J;.';(\ i!l sect ion 1:1

To 110I11\1t ao:1:< :;jll'ciJicd ill sc';liu:l< :.'tl (I) (a), :.'0 (I) (b)
eo (I) ("), :.'0 (I) (<I):!\l (I) (f) ,,",I t- 1~:;IlC fico grunt
and unvler , •.(.( ion ::U (I) (g)

To poruu t :1('t:'I sj-cc ifiod in le::;ul.llil·U :.; IU3do under
section ~ 1

'('01 nut hor iso th,) tl,l:l.<pllrt of li"ll,,-·~ be!ollgin" to tho
:->tl\W ,~crt...\~( :~~'Y In..=lll 0

To :lJlpnillt 1'1a('l:.~ t o ·.·.hith f·)",-t prool",o soi zcd j:t
transit liMy bo broll:~hl W1(!UI ecvt ion :.'1 (t) (f)

T.) o.,la1)lish ~tal ior,~ to \\ hid, h,j/cd I uubor Ulay Lo
brought .

'I'u stop "!"'Iludin:t l,r \\"tCI·lOUI-•.:'i \\ ith tho "unction
l,r the (;,,'\'\.'.-1\1))\,;:\t- I\ge:!t.

'1'0 I"C.llO\\) vbst ruct ion on a I·i \'(0.· ~t ro.uu or \\ at cr way
'1'0 per mit rhc est abl isluncnt of saw pits or row mills in

:';t'11(' Iorvs t s

T,) pelmit lito IL':'O of property IlK,rl;s
'I'll detain forest produce Ior t ho '·,'nlm'·C!lt ion of rogu.

l.urons III.'1do under scct iou z-t (I) (n)

'1\' levy fcc , for tho U,() awl pos-csxion of mark in ..
hanuncrs ,::)

'1'" stop, oX:l!lIi"o amI <1(,,11 ,\ith ti,"I'(,1 in t ransit,
'1\. ex.uuino ;-..Ioc..:k .... , :,,·.=i~tcis ,Utel pfl)pcrty IU~rI~S in

p: iV'ltC dcpo:s
'r' l (\.,ta}Jli:--~1 drift t>t.:llio!\s
'I'll ;::ih' pllbli" notil'" GI'liII\Wll'lllkd",I"l,,J~r ~~cti(}11 :';0
'I'll ..h·c·jd ..., ,'I::irns lu .llift. tiJlIlJcr
'1'.) h'l-.-l\·.· raYllh'!\ls OJi aCCUII!lt of tIl ift t ill1WI'
To tal,o P()~~,,·;>iO!luf pI'Oi)(:I't~· on cNld"...iu!} of trial
'J'" !iir"ct tllo !1.'llo of property ~i;~c,l u.udcr soction 37
'1'0 rel"o;:e pruperty sdr.ed 01' to witllll!':\\\" cll.'lrges
Tu eOlllpOIL'ltl forest ofTenees
To 11(\1,1 i:lquiril'S inl n fOH'st Ofre!II'C; al1,1 in tho eow-sc of

~!If.'h iH(luiri(':~ ~o lc,~-i\\: ~:~\.t I ..::.(,-;.i ,.\ :~~l-:lt'j)

TIl i a\_o pl'~~ion of prol'Nty luttlor t hl , Furest Ol'uinanc:o
'J'" ta!,e I''':,sei'siou (If 1'''0l'crt~' in rC.'il'cct of whieh mone.

is pay,\blo to tho Stl\to .

To pormit acts t'poeifiod ill section :!O (J) (n)
'1"'0 permit acts spocifiod ill section 20 (1) (b)
To permit tho acta spocifiod in soctillll :!O (1) (d)
To l'roclnim :\ll o.rc.\ as ono fol' p'l:iltl:'in~ Cl1ttlo Wldcl'

>lCr.tioll :!(I (1) (0)
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Clos6 of Officer cnipouicrcd
Section of 1M

OrdillUHCC ullder
which the powers

are yil:clI

Brie] descriptton. of 11I1l lIaturc of tlie powers Cl>lIfcrrcd

4. (1ovornu\~·I\t. J\gcn t.:, Assistunt, Goverruucnt, Asen t6,
Dist.riet. Land OffiCOl'll, Lnrul OITi"on.<. Divisional
Bevenue Ofllcers, Kachchori Surveyors and duly
authorieed Grama Seva ~il~cUl'\I"i

5, Clmirman,Gcn"r:\1 Man't!?"I'. \Vorkillg Director. and
Operat.ions ;\lon(\gcr of thc Stuto 'I'imbr-r Corporo t-
tion.

G. Chairman, Gonornl )Ilu\.\;;or, \\"orki.u:; Director,
Operat.ions )f:mage., Deputy Opl'r:l!ions Manager,
Regional ?1nnoger, ~\s,istant. Rc-::;ioll:ll Mnn..iger
of tho St.'\to Timbor Corpornt ion

7. Forcs~ors, H:mgo FO/"l'-;t· om(,cI~. A!'-~isli~nt. nQng('l
Forest. Officc-rs, Forost. R:wgl'rs, P..'lllgo A!'Sista:lt:;

s. Head Fol"Cllt. GUArdS. Boat, "Forest. Officers. Forest.
Overseers,Forest. \VI\t<'hcr!', Forcst. Lnbou!"c-rs Gmma
Sova Nilndhari amI Polico Officen< and Coupe
OfJicors of the Sta.to Timher Corpornt.ion

9. Depot Officer of the State Timber Corporation
10. Colonization officers of tho LBnd Commissioner's

Deportment
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20 (I) (g)
20'(1) (gg)

:!4 (I) (i)
24 (I) (j)
30 (2)
31
32
35
45
61
(j!J

14

~O (1) (e)
20 (I) (f)
~O (I) (g)
24 (I) (k)
24 (I) (I)

24 (I) (n)

41
45
5!J (1) «(')

5!) (\) (g)
24

:::4 (I) (1')

24 (I) !i)

:!4 (I) (k)
2·\ (I) (I)
24 (\) (m)
2·1 (I) (n)

,,-_I

:li

._~!h.~-,
I!)

20 (I) (h)
20 (1) (c)
24 (1) (k)
24 (I) (I)

24 (I) (n)

2i
28 (:1)

41
45
59 (I) (c)

5!J (I) (g)

24 (1) (k)
:!4 (I) (I)
24 (\) (n)

27

24 (1) (I)
24P) (n)

27

'1'0 issue Iroo grants lUldor soction 20 (I) (s)
'1'0 establish stations to which seized timber may bo

brought.

To nuthorlzo I·ho trcul"port of State timber across any Ia.wl
'1'0 stop tho obstruction of watercourses
'1'0 cstoblish drift. stat ions
To gjvo public notico of t.imbor collected under soct ion 30
To docido claims t.o drift timbor

To receive pnyrncnt son account. of drift t irnbor
'1'0 release property se izod or to withdraw cl.t..'lrges
To compound offences
To tako possession of property in respect of which money

is payublo t.o tho Stnto
1'0 permit nd" "l'ecifi(',1 in ~,:.;tiflJl 14 in respect <)C villa::.,

fo 1"('::11"
To pOl·mit. act" spccifior] in S"ct.i(IJI 20 (I) (c)
'1'0 permit thc lL~C of explosives for blast in:; rocks
'1'0 issue free grnnts under sect.ion 20 (I) (g)
'1'0 remove obstruction in a road. stream or watorwnv
To permit tho establishment of saw pits or saw milis in

St nto Forest ..
To dc-tain forest. produce for t.ho contravention of 1'0"11.

Int il'l1'l IIlId.·;· ,,'d i":l ~-t (I) (n) 0

1'" slop, e xu mino "1lI1 tical wit h t imbor in t rnn.sit,
'1'0 take possession of property on conclusion of t.rial
'1'0 release property soizod or withdraw charge"
To hold inquiries int.o forest, offences and in tho COlU'1I0 of

such inquirios to receive and record ovidenco
To tnko possession of property undor tho Forest Ordinance
'1'0 permit nct'! specified in regulation 3 mndo under

soction 24

'I'o appoint places to \I hich forest Til "dlll:o !>IJizcd in
transit. rnny bo brought. under sect ion ~·t (I) (f)

To stop obstruct ion of watercourses wit.h t.ho sunet ion of
tho Go"·ornmcllt ,\gent. •

To remove obst ruct ion on a rivcr st rcarn or waterway
To carry amI usc stamping hnmmcrs
To permit, t.ho uso of property marks'
To detain forest, produce for tho contruvont ion of rogu ,

Iat.ions.mado under soction 24 (I) (n)

1'0 stop, examine nnd dervl with timbor in transj t
'1'0 seize property liable lo cortfiscut.ion
1'0 r.rrcst without order from 1\ Ma.sist.rato
'1'0 permit. nets specified un-Ior scct.ion 19

To pcrmit. acts spccilied in soction 20 () (b)
'1'0 pormit. ncts spooified in soot.ion 20 (I) (c)
To romo\'o obstruction in 0. ri~er, stroam or watorway
To permit. tho est.ablishmont of t:3W pits or saw mills in

Stato forests nllll tho catTiago and uso of st.umping
hll.rnmcrn .

To detain forest. produco for tho contravcntion of tho
rogulations under soct.ion 24 (I) (n)

To st.op, cxamino anet dl'a) wit.h timbor in t.rcuL-:it
To examino stock!.', registors and propert.y marks in

privato <.\opots
To tal..o l'0s!;C!.'.~ion of property on conclusion of trial
To l'e)C'll!'o proporty seized or wit.hdraw chm'gcs
To hold inquil'ic.~ into forest offellCCs nnd in tho courso of

such inquidos to receive and record ovidence .
To tn.ko possossion of propert.y undor t.he Fo/'(\.~t. Ordi·

nanco
To rcmo\'o obstruction in 0. rh·cr. strC-.:l:n Or wntorwD,v
To cnrry nnd IISO sll\mping hammol'S •
1'0 detnin forost ":'OOIlCO f('lr tho cl':ltravention of the

regulat.ions undor BOet.ion 24 (1) (n)
To stop. examine and deal with timbor in transit.

To carry and uso stamping hnmmors
To detnin forest produce for tho Contraventiqn of the
regulnt.ions under Section 24 (1) (~)

To stop. oxamino aod denl with timbor in transit


