SAINT VINCENT.
No. 23 of 1951.
I Assent,
| LS. ] J. M. STOW,

Governor’s Deputy.

21st June, 19541.

X ORDINANCE to ensure that owners and occupiers of
agricultural land {ulfil their responsibilities to the community
by managing their land in guch a manner 2as to preveni
eresion and ruination of the soil.

[ On Proclamation. 1

Enacted by the Governor with the advice and consent of the
islative @ouncil of Saint Vincent.

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Agriculture Ordinance,
431, and shall come into operation on such date as the Gavernsr
13y appoint by proclamaticn published in the Gazette.

2. In this Ordinance the expression—

“agriculture ” includes horticulture, fruit growing, seed
growing, dairy farming and livestock breeding and
keeping, the use of land as grazing land, meadow land,
market gardens and nursery grounds, and the use of land
for woedlands when that use is ancillary to the {2rming of
land for other agricultural purposes, and “agricultural”
shall be construed accordingly;

“agricultural land ” means land used for agriculture, which is
so used for the purposes of a trade or business.

Provided that this expression shall not extend to land
used as pleasure grounds or private gardens;

ghaort title and
commenc:snent.
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Agriculture., =
“relavant eircumstances ” in relation to an pwner or Octumy
includes all circumstances affecting managemeng

farming, other than the personal circumstances of ;
owner,

3. The provisions of this Ordinance shall have effect for
purpose of securing that owrners and, occupiers of agricultary
Iand fulfil their responsibilities to the community to manage Ty
farm the land so as to prevent erosion and ruination of the sog

4. (1) For the purposes of this Ordinance, an ownes «
agricultural land

shall be deemed to have fulfilled p,
responsibilities {o the community as mentioned in the precedisg
soction, if the management of the land by him is such, as to w
rcasonably  adeguate, having. regard to the character ane
situation of the land and other relevant circumstances, to enaba
an ceccupicr of the land reasonably skilled in husbandry ..
provent ercsion and ruination of the soil.

(2) In determining whether the owner or occupier «:
axvicultural land is fulfilling his responsibilities as aforesais
resard sinll kg had to the character and situation of the land an:
to the cxicnt to which steps are being taken-—

(a) to ferrace sleping land under cultivation,

(h) to prevent or check the formation of gullies,

(¢) to prevens surface water firom causing erosion on
adjcining land,

() to protect water courses or public roads,

() to preserve forest and vegetation on ridges and steep
slopes,

(H

to control, or where necessary prevent, the grazing of
animals on steep slopes.

5. " (1) Wherc the Superintendent of Agriculture (hereafter
in this Ordinance referred to as “the Superintendent”) is satisfied
that the owner or occupier of any agricultural land is not
fulfilling his responsikilities as aforesaid, the Superintendent may
ouply to the Governor in Council to make an order (hereafter
roferred to as a “ Supervision order”) placing the owner or
cecupier of the s2id land under the supervision of the

Superintendcent in so far as it relates to the management and
farmins of the land in question.

(2) Before a supervision order is made in pursuance of the
preeeding subsection the Governor in Council shall afford the
owner or occupier of the said land an opportunity of being heard
in oppcsition to the Superintendent’s application, and for this
purpese shall appoint an Agricultural Area Committee to examine

the said application and shall inform the owner or occupier
accordingly.
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¢ If an owner or occupier does not appear at the time and
gxed for the hearing of the application, or on any
ment thereof granted by the Agricultural Area Committes,
.committ‘ee may on proof of scrviye of a summons or i tice ou
s requiring his altendance hear thie application in his absence.
¢ (L While a supervision order i in  ferce, the
l#rintendent or ,any of his oillcers suthorised by him in
wing in that pelialf may at all reasarable times enter upon the
to which the coTaer rglates, for the puirpcse of inspecting the

Ry in whieh it is Leing managad and {armed.
2) Where a supervision oxder is in force and the Governor
p Council is satisfied, that by reason of the standard of
sagement and husbandry, as the case may o¢, atiained by the
n to whom it relates is u:z lenzer necassary, that the order
~u'd continue in force, the Govarnor in Council sazll reveke
worder @ Provided that the revecatisa cf an order : hall noi
et any cdirection given therecunder in so far as it is . iorce

—eciaiely before the revecation of the order.
i3) Forihiwith after the making of a supervision crder the
wernor shall cause a copy of iie said order to be served upon
2person to whom it relates; and forinwith after the revocation
¢such an order the Governor sholl cause notice of such

wacation to be served upon the persen to whom it relates.

7. Where a supervision order is in force in respect of an
T2er or occupier any dispesiticn of land to which the crdexr
dates, whereby some other person becomes the owner or
«upier of that land, shall nct affect {he continued operation of
¢ supervision, order and the szid order shall continue in foice
afar as it relates to that land as if it had been made 50 as 19
ate to the new owner or occupier, as the case may be, as well os

-3the former owner or cccupier.

8 (1) Where a supervision order is in foree, the
iperintendent shall by nctice in writing served on the person to
thom the order relates give to that person such directions zs he
sstisfed are required to secure that the said person fulfils his
wponsibilities to manoge and farm the land so as to aveid
#sion and ruination of the soil.

(2) Such directions may impose requirements, resirictiong or
=ohibitions as to the carrying out of work and as to the manncer
1which the land is to be used.

(3) If any person to whom a direction is given under this
wxtion, contravenes or fails to comply with the directicn, he
dall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding cne
lingred dollars and in default of payment thereof to
mprisonment with or without hard labour for a period no*

eeeding three months.

Duties and
powers of
Superintendmnt
cf Agricultura
under
supervision
order.

Supervisior
crder oficcizd
Ly change of
cwner or
gecunier.,

Dircctions to
secure good
management, of
land and to
aveid soil
erosion.



No. 23.

154

Agriculture. 1951

Reference of
notice to Area
Committce,

Acricultural
2recs
Agriculfural
Arca
Commitiees.

{4) Without prejudice {o the bringing of proceedings under the
last foregoing subsection, where a direction under this section tq
carry out any work is not complied with, any person authoriseg
by the Superintendent in that behalf may enter upen the land tg
which the direction relates and carry out the work required by
the direction, and the reasonable cost of carrying out such work
shzall ke recoverable from the person to whom the direction was
given.

(5) Any person who ebstructs a person acting in the exercise
cf powers conferred by subsection (4) of this section, shall be
liakle on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundreg
iclizrs and in default of payment thereof to imprisonment for a
period not exceeding three months.

(8) Where a direction under this section provides for the
doing of anything within a specified time and (whether before or
after the expiration of the said time) the Supverintendent is
cotisfied that it is ressonable that the said time should be
rded, he may extend il accordingly.

(1Y Any person upen whom a rnotice is zerved under the
icns of the preceding seciion may within twenty-one days of
the service of such notice request the Superintendent to refer his
czs2 to on Agericultural Arca Comniittee who shall decide whether
the notice shall ctand cr ce modified or cancelled.

(2) Ugon the receipt of this request the Superintendent shall
inferm the Governor therecf and the Governor sikall appoint an
Agriculiural Area Comm- tee to hear such person and shall
inform L:im of the apnpoiniment of the said Committee,

18, (1) The Governor chall for the pwurpose of carrying into
cireet the provisions of this Ordinance—
(a) divide the Celeny into agricultural areas;

(b)) zopoint a2 panel of persons not exceeding fourteen
including the Magistrates of the Colony who shall be ex
ciiicio membpers thereof, from which panel the members of
Agriculture! Arca Committees shall be selected;

(¢} appcint Agriculiural Area Comimittees on such occasions
as may be necessary under ssctions 5 and 9 of this
Crdinance, and

(&) cpnoint a Centrel Azriculimial Committee in the manner
herecinafter provided

(2) Thne porsons appointed under paragraph (b) of the
receding suksaclicn, other thun the Magistrates of the Colony,
hell not ke Government employees, and shall possess some
easonahle experience in and a practical working knowledge
agricuiture.

jodt
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11. An Agricultural Area Committee shall consist of a
chairman and two other persons, and the 'Magistrate of the
gistrict within whose rmacisterial jurisdiction the agricultural
wnd is situate shall be chajrman of the Commiitee : Provided
:hat the Governor may in his discretion appoint some other
yagistrate to be Chairman of the Committee.

12. {1} An Agricultural Area Committee appointed under this
ordinanee chall have all such powers, rights and privileges as are
rested in a Magistrate under the Magistrates Ordinance on the
ceezcion of any hearing, in respeet of the following matters—

(a) enforcing the attendance of witnesses and examining
them on oath, or affirmation;

(b) issuing summonses under the hand of the Chairman;

(¢) authorising the representation before them of any person
appearing to them to be interested by counsel, or solicitor,
cr otherwise if they consider that any injustice would
ensue if that person were not so represented.

(2) The prooedure at a hearing before an Agriculiural Arca
Committee, the remuneration of witnesses for attendance thereat
cnd all guestions incidental to the hearing shall be in accordznce
with the practice and procecure of a Magistrate’s Court in civil
proceedings in so {ar as the same are applicable,

13. (1) The Governor shall appoint a Central Agricultural
Committee which shall have power to review any cecision of an
Agriculiural Area Committee given under sections 5 and 9 of this
Ordinance at ihe reqguest eithicr of the Superintendent or of tune
oyner or occupier of the land affected by such decision. The
review shall e by way of re-hesring and for this purpcse the
Centrsl Agricultural Committee shall have the same powers as
are conferred on an Agricultural Area Committee by the preceding
seetion,

(2) The Committee shall consist of five persons qualified in
ike manner as the members of an Agricultural Area Committee,
nd no Government employee raay be a member thereof.

{3} A person shall not be disqualified for memoership of the
Ceniral Agricuitural Committee by reascn only that his name is
tn the ranel of persons from whom the Agricultural Area
Commistcos are selected.

(4) The membters of the Central Agricultural Committee
shall select one of tieir numbsr to be Chairman of the Committee
21d in his atsence may appoint some other membsr to perform
the duties of Chairman.

. (3) Any three members of the Central Agricultural Committee

Mall form a querum and every question before the Committee

;nrall bte decided by a majority of the votes of the members
eseht.
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14 (1) Where any anti-erosion works have been establisheq
by the owner or occupier of any land in pursuance of a direction
issued by the Superintendent, or by any person authorised by the
Superintendent on a failuwre to obey such direction, the owner or
occupier of such land shall at all times maintain the said ant;-
crosion works in a fit and proper condition to the satisfaction of
the Superintendent.

(2) Any person who fails to maintain the said anti-erosion
works shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance ang
shall e liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one
hundred dollars and in default of payment thereof to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding three months or to both
such fine and imprisonment.

15. Where any person is regquired, under the provisions of
ssetion 8 of this Ordinance, to do any act or thing which may
involve hiin in the expenditure of any money, he may, subject to
the provisions of any Regulation made under the provisions of
sactien 20 of this Ordinance, apply to the Superintendent for an
advance of money to enable him to do such act or thing, and the
Superintendent in making the advance shall state the terms and
conditions under whicihh the advance is made and such advance
sl.all be recoverable in the name of the Superintendent from the
owner as a civil debt.

1. Any advances under the provisions of this Ordinance
shall-— )

(a) be made irom funds provided for the purpose by the

Legislative Council of the Cclony;

{b) bear interest at such rate per annum as tixe Goverior in
Council miay, from time fo time determine,

(¢) be repaid in equal yeoarly instaliments of capital and
interest within such period, not exceeding thirty years, as
may be agreed upon betweel the applicant and the
Superintendent :

Provided that nothing in this paragraph contained shall
preclude any percon from repaying any balance due from him to
ihe Superintendent at any time befcre the expiration of the
period so agreced upon.

17. All moneys advanced under the provisions of this
Crdinance, together with any interest thercon and all charges
incidontal tnercto and to the repayment thereef, shall be a
chorze upon the land in respect of which the advance or payment
has becen made : Provided that—

(2) Where the Superintendent proposes to make an advanee
on land which is subject to a statutory or contractual
mortgage or charge, or,
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(b) where the Superintendent proposes to make an advance
on land which is the subject of a lease, and the lessee (not
being a lessee from the Crown) is in possession,

the Superintendent shall in writing advise the mortgagee or
chargee or lessor, as the case may be, who shall, if he objects to
the making of the advance, be given an opportunity of being
heard by the Superintendent before the advance is made.

18. (1) As soon as possible after an advance has been
arpreved by the Superintendent, the Superintendent shall
prepare a notification in the form in the Schedule hereto and
shall sign and forward the same to ve registered by the Registrar
without charge under the provisions of the Registration of
Documents Ordinance, 1937. Such notification shall be certified
by thie Registrar to the effect that the land in question is or is not,
subject to any registered charge or lcase as the case may be.

(2) As soon as such notification has been certified and
registered by the Registrar he shall inform the Superintendent
who shall pay the advance to the owner in accordance with the
terms contained in such notification.

19. Where a lessee holding land under a lease from any
other person has, in complying with any order or direction issued
under the provisions of this Ordinance, done at his own expense
c1y work on such land, such lessee shall be entitled at the
termination of his lease to obtain from the lessor as compensation
such sum as fairly represents the residuary value of such work to
the lessor.

20. The Governor in Council may make Regulations
governing the making of advances under the provisions of this
Ordinance and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing, for all or any of the following purposes—

(a) prescribing the manner in which applications for
advances shall be made;

(b) prescribing the purposes for, and the terms and conditions
on which, advances may be made;

(¢) prescribing the maximum amount of, and the rate of
interest to be charged on advances;

(d) appointing an advisory board or boards to consider and
report upon, and to make recommendations in regard to,
applications for advances under this Ordinance;

{e) carrying into effect the provisions of this Ordinancs.

21 (1) Any notice or other document required or authorised
by or under this Ordinance to be given or served on any person
shall be duly given or served if it is delivered to him, or left at his
Proper address, or where this is not known, his last known
address, or sent to him by post in a registered letter.
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(2) Any such document required as authorised to be given tg
or served on an inccrporated company or body shall be duly given
or served if given to or served on the secretary or clerk of the
company or body at the registered or principal office of the
company or body.

(3) Where any document is to be given to or served on a
person as being the person having any interest in land, and it is
not practieable after reasonable inquiry to ascertain his name or
address, the document may be given or served by addressing to
him by the description of the person having that interest in land
(naming it) and delivering the document to some responsible
person on the land, or by affixing it, or a copy of it, to some
conspicuous object on the land.

SCHEDULE.

NOTIFICATION OF ADVANCE.
Made under section 18 of the Agriculture Ordinance, 1951.
(a) Name and address of Applicant.

(b) Name, extent, description and bound-
aries of land against which advance
is made

fe) Amount of advance

(d) Date of repayment or dates and
amounts of instalments of repay-
ment

Signature of Applicant.
(e) Approved

Stenature of Superintendent.

(f) The above-mentioned land is + subject to the following registered charge or

lease
-+ not subject to any registered charge or lease
" Registrer.
(g) +  Advance made this day of 19
+ First Instalment

Superintendent.
+ Delete if not applicable.
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Passed the Legislative Council this 8th day of June 1951.

HENRY H. WILLIAMS,
Acting Clerk of Legislative Council.
(B 33/1349.)
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