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SAINT VINCENT AND THF. GRENADINES 

ACT NO. 26 OF 2001 

I ASSENT 
CHARLESJ.ANTROBUS 

• Governor-General 
[ L.~. J 10th September, 2001 

AN'At:;'to ~tovide.ior llie con~fof tfshlfl3 0~ ill~.~rih, seas and for 
matters incidental hereto. and. conriecl:ei::i thbi:witlt'"' • 

• r,sth September, 20011 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty by and 
wifll th~}•f!vic,e .~'1, cpnse?tJ:>f tbc; ijo~e Jlf tAs~~,m~JY,Bf~,(nt Vincent 
and the Grenadines artd by the authonJt, of,~~ ~~r-~Jollows:.:.. 

PARTl 
PRELlMINARY 

.... ). This Pa.ct may ~, d~d llS the Jµgb §~llS fj;b,!P.g ARJ: 2001 and Short title and 
shall come into effect on sileh date as the Governbf'-Genetal may by commencement 
Proclamation appoint. i 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires; • Interpretation 

"Agreement" means the agreement to prqmote Compliance with 
the International Conservation and Management Measures 
by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas adopted by the 
Conference of the PAO on the 24th day of November, 1993; 

"Authorized Officer" means an officer appointed under section 
3 of this Act or any person acting on the orders of an 
authorized officer; 

"Court" means Magistrates Court; 

"Chief Fisheries Officer" means the Chief Fisheries Officer 
appointed under section 3 of The Fisheries Act; 
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"PAO" means the Food and Agriculture Organization; 

"Fish" includes any living marine resource; 

"Fishing" means 

(a) the catching or taking of fish; 

2001 

(b) any othet: activity which can reasonably be expected 
to result in catching or taking of fish; 

( c) any other activity directly related to fishing including 
the operation of mother ships; 

"Fishing vessel" means any vessel used or intended for use for 
the purposes of the commercial exploitation of fish • 
.i.Jt.~lqding mother Jhips, ;md. a,ny. o~~T ,vessels db:ec,tly 

0·eng_age(I i~ twlib1g .. <.>pera!i~.; • , • '· • • ' . •• • 
- ·, ·. . :,. , .:: . l ,_.; •~' ' ' , 

"Saiqt Vipcent and the Grenadines fishing vessel'' means a 
fishing vessel authorized tO"fly the Saint Vincent and the 

.. , ,J;lr~a~in~ flag;:· ,, , 

'o ····wmsJ:~~i;;1,¥#411 ~i~~i,to)t.~#ti~g.'2 

- • , " .. ~i ~-··; •• -
"Foreign Fishing Vessel." means a fishing vessel other than a 

fishing vessel of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; 

"High Seas" means the marine waters beyond the territorial 
sea., archipelagic waters. fisheries zone or exclusive 
economic zone of any state; 

"High Seas Fishing Licence" means a fishing licence issued 
pursuant to section 7 of this Act; 

"International conservation and management ll\easuresn means 
measures to conserve or manage one or more species of 
living marine resources that are adopted and applied in 
accordance with the relevant rules of international law 
reflected in the 1982 United Nations Convention on the 
law of the sea. either by global. regional or sub-regional 
fisheries organizations subject to the rights and obligations 
of their members, or by treaties or other international 
agreements; 

''Length" means for any fishing 1/eSSe]; 

( a) built after 18 July 19&2, ninety-six percent of the total 
length on a waterline at eighty-five percent of the 
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least moulded depth measured from the top of the keel, 
or the length from the fore side of the stem to the axis 
of the rudder stock on that waterline~ if that be greater. 
In vessels designed with a rake of keel the waterline 
on which this length is measured shall be parallel to 
the designed waterline; 

(b) bqiltbefore 11 July 1982, the registered length entered 
on the national register Qr other record of vessels; 

"Licensed fi!;hiog vessel" means a fishing vessel in respect of 
which a licence has been issued pursuant to section 7. 

"Master" includes in relation to fishing vessel, the person for 
the time being in command or in charge of the fishing 
operations on poard tJ:ie vessel. • 

., : "Minis~r" meap~'.'tli~-M1~isier rei;p<Jili.ibfc: .fcir Pisberies." 

PARTH 
AD~STRA'flON 

·. 3. . (I) ?Jlis~~ sha,1111~ ~tet#bttJte Chief}:7ish~es Offic~ 
who shallberespobstblefor..:..· • ' ·, "'" ; • ,,,- • ,, - ··-·· • .. •• .. · 

.(Ii). br~~Wt.1gh~~~s~t~l~~l\a~~orf:l:i 
under this A.ct. and such. record shall include all 
information ·provided by the applicant under section 
6; , 

(b) the collection of statistics concerning fish stock and 
fishing on the high seas; 

(c) the monitoring, control, and surveillance of the 
operations of fishing vessels of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines pursuant to Articles V and VI of the 
Agreement; 

(d) the issue, variation. suspension and revocation of 
licenses for fishing in the high seas; 

(e) the collection of fees in respect of licences of fishing 
vessels; 

(f) the giving of such information to relevant international 
organizations; 

(g) the taking of appropriate measures in co-Qperating with 
other states for the implementation of Articles vn and 
VIIl of the Agreement; 

2001 
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(h) the making of such reports to the Minister as he may 
require or as the Chief Fisheries Officer may consider 
appropriate; 

(i) the taking of all such other measures as the Chief 
Fisheries Officer may consider appropriate for the 
implementation of the Agreement under this Act; 

(2) Subject to subsection (,;3} Jhe Chief Fisheries Officer may 
in writing, authorize any public officer to exercise any or all of his powers 
either concurrently with htin or in his absence subject to such conditions; 
and restrictions, as he may stipulate in the authorizati?n-

Provided that the Chief Fisheries Officer sha1J personally 
exercise the powers provided under section 2t · 

, (3) J!l the perfQrmance of bis, du~~ u~~ thitl\~t, the Chief 
Fisheries Officer'shaJJ ·ge 'subjectJUHfie,cJiieetions of,tlie'Miruster on 
matters of policy. , ,., 

(4) This Act shafrbe enforced by authorized officers acting 
su.bjecctJQ.th,~ .directi,onJ!i,!,lf th«r,Gllie . • Qffice~ aJlq for tlaat pl.Jlpose 
authoru:ed officers'shaUhavellie "' "titi" - a'· p d llof 
this Act. ' ' ' po tt,,;a,~ ~2Y\,;_ 1!Jt, .' ' , 

't ·:_· .,:t,CFf,i·~·-, • .' ::·.:•.>,.f~:.' it- '?iu• $",,.:i'~~~:"[ t!'.·r-"');'.,.;-.~.:.•. ,_~,., f·.:". 

• • .. JSf-'I'JJ,eJollowi,rij(peiso~.s9al~bi:i'deet11edauthorized officers: 

(a) fislieries officers:appqinted'.11ndei: the Fisheries Act; 

{b) aU members of the Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
Police Force; 

(c) such other public officers of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines or any other State as may be designated 
by the Minister. 

PARTUI 

LICENSING OF FISHING VESSELS 
ON THE IDGH SEAS 

4. (1) Notwithstanding any provisions in any other Act, no Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines fishing vessel shall fish on the High Seas 
without a valid licence issued under this Act. 

(2) Where a Saint Vincent and the Grenadines fishing vessel 
is used in contt'avention of subsection { 1) the master, owner and charterer 
of the vessel shaU each commit an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine as may be prescribed by the Minister or to a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding three months. 

e 
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5, (1) Subject to subsection (2) any Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines fishing vessel shall be eligible for a high seas fJSbing licence 
save where the vessel has been authorized to be used for fishing on the 
high seas by another state and the state has either -

(a). suspended the auth~rization of J)le vessel and the 
suspension has no( expired; or 

(b) withdrawn the lii.ithoiization within the three years 
pr:ece4ing, the. applicati,on made to the Chief Fisheries 
Officer: . , , :L;: :i~, 2'i • 

(2) The exceptions contai~edin sub~ec,tion (1) shall not apply 
where such fishing vessel has 'Undermin1ea tlie effectiveness of 
international conservation and managementm~urell,and • 

··'. , .: .• ]~•.: ,.: ,.-.;: •s·,.;. •,, ~-~ :).iS'.-<•/e.; ·.·._ '-;j~,. , .,, 

(a) ownership of that vessel bas changed sinc::e:,the 

,; )" l>;ts ,t&• • ,i; ~~:Jn~t=t~~tt~ra:tn ~i 
thtH;!hief'F"1ShencW6ffiieffhit the previous owner, 
chatterer' or'oj,eta.ror: has·· no 'further legal. beneficial 
or financial interest in,or con(I'Qlof the vessel; or 

,i. :i..l'.1; i,:t(t,, ~ t::117•~.-:: ,~:i.,:;,J:"GH ~:J 2DlC·>,:ft ,h.t •. • . 

i:,.:,~ .,;;;:0,) ._tp,eJJbief,i;i~gi~;Qffi~bfU'I ~ided, after taking 
.,..:,,,.-:"·Yifn ,-;.·o•'tfJl~Ac.9.QP\itrtUHh~g~;IJill;f~f''tl'lat.the ~ue:c,f a 
, .. • ~i~;}.,e,JJi89:~fl~fo,g,U~i~l0fthe vessel sba11 
~,· •. ,;, ~, """..,."'·~,.Qo~p;g,q!;fmJne,,.t\l.••ObJ~Qt, ~u,d, purpose of the 

•• • ·"-gr~l!lent. ;; .. , 
6. (1) An application for the issue oh high seas fishing licence 

shall be: '.·::::,:•;>:! •·• ,,,., .• ,-,:i ••• ... 

(al, made,in writing on the appropriate form as set out in 
the First SchedJJ,le to this Act; 

(b) accompanied by the information required under 
subsection (2) and such other information and 
doclilllents as may be prescribed by the Chief Fisheries 
Officer; 

(c) accompanied by such fees as may be prescribed. 
(2) An application for a high seas fishing licence shall relate 

to a specific fishing vessel and shall contain the information as set out in 
the First Schedule to the Act. • • 

7. (1) Ahigh seas fishing licence shall be issued by the Minister 
after consultation with the Chief Fisheries Officer. 

(2) The Minister shall not issue a Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines fishing licence unless he is satisfied that Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines will be able to exercise effectively its responsibilities 
under the Agreement in respect of that vessel. 

I 
I 

, 2001 
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(3) A high seas fishing licence may authorize a vessel to be 
used for fishing on the high seas or such licence may be subject to the 
conditions relating in particular to: 

(a) the area in which fishing is authorized; 

(b) the description. quantities, size and type of fish species 
which may pc taken; 

(c) the period, times or particular voyages during which 
fishing is authorized; or 

( d) the method of fishing. 

( 4) A high seas fishing licence shall be sub)ect to the following 
conditions: 

. (a) the licensed Sain~)'itt~ent aiid)be Grenadines fishing 
vessel. shall display '11 Jdentification mark assigned to 
it by the Chief Fisheries Officer.as be may prescn'be; 

(b) the records· of fishing ~o~ sh~ be kept on board 
. the licensed>fishing.;vessel and th~ returns $hall be 

• • submitted, to' thd .Chi~•fislieri¢f ,Officer. concerning 
the'areas of fisffing.1"eatch~?arlif. laJl(ling of fish and 

~ • soch otherinfori:ri.ation:·irid·mattmh'etating to fishing 
as may be stipulated in the licence or as shall be notified 
by the Chief fisheries Officer to the person to whom 
the licence is issued~ 

(c) the licensed fishing-vessel shall not engage in any 
activities which may undermine the effectiveness of 
international conservation and management measures 
for the species of living marine resources in the high 
seas as may be specified by the Chief Fisheries Officer 
in writing; 

(5) An owner, master or charterer who fails to ·comply with 
subsection (3), or (4) of this section commits an offence and upon 
conviction shall be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred thousand 
US dollars. 

8. (1) A high seas fishing licence may be: 

(a) varied from time to time; 

(b) revoked; or 

( c) suspended 
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where it appears .to the Chief Fisheries Officer that it is necessary or 
expedient to do so for the conservation or management of living marine 
resources in the high seas. 

9. (1) Subject to subsection (2) the period of validity of a high 
seas fishing licence sha11 be one year or such other period as may be' 
specified in the licence. 

(2) A high seas fishing_ licence sltall cease to be valid with 
immediate effect if the fishing vessel in respect of which it was issued 
ceases to be entitled to fly the flag ·of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 

PART IV 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

2001 

Period of validity 
ofbighseasfishing 
liocru:e 

, :- ·~ ."?t_: _.f)_; c.1:.'~·: -•;~:-;~: •. ~ 

,10. (l). The Cbief.Fi.sbeoes Qfficei:,shall provide to any relevant Provisionof 
intemationa1 organization, ariy inf9fI)lation contained in the record information 
provided for under section3 (1) (a) of this Act 

l l. (1) The CbiefFisheries Officer shalf make such arrangements 
as may be'appropriateto'ei'lable ,him to exchange information, including 
evidentitifY mateffitl; with qtlu,r States'tbat an,, parties to the Agreement 
so as to better,bnplement ihe'objectiofthlXgreemenL 

· • .:~ •. · "'t2r-Putnuint'tosubsktlon(lJ'abovetheCbiefFisheries Officer 
shall in particular; where he has r~n tci believe that a foreign fishing 
vessel has i:ngaged in activities which undermine international 
conservation and management mea$ures -

(a) provide to the appropriate authorities of the flag state 
of the foreign fishing vessel concerned such 
information, including evidentiary material. relating 
to those activities as may be necessary to assist the 
flag State in identifying the vessel; and 

(b) when such foreign vessel is voluntarily in a port of 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines promptly notify'the 
appropriate authorities of the flag State of the vessel 
accordingly. ~ 

PARTV 

ENFORCEMENT 

12. (1) For the purpose of enforcing this Act, an authorized officer 
may exercise any of the following powers with respect to any Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines fishing vessel in the high seas and in the 
fishery waters of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; 

Exchange of 
information with 
orhersr.ates 

General powers of 
authorized officers 
at sea 
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(a) he may stop the vessel; 

(b) he 'n:fay require the master to stop fishing and retrieve 
the fishing gear of the vessel; 

(c) he may requh-e the ~ter to facilitate the boarding of 
the vessel by ail appropriate me~os; .. • 

(d) ~e piay.go oµ ~ard,thctv:c::~eitan4 ~c; with him such 
-.· o~d>~:na as:hff~ay'.~~uireito assist him_in the 

,~xprcise:ol h,i,~powft,f ; ' • • • • • • • • • 

(e) he may. r~uire the master, crew or any of them to 
produce any certificate of registry, licence, officiaJ log 

., .J:ipQ~_pf~i~ pa:P"f,:.!lfticle,of agreement. record of 
fish caught and any .. other document relating_ to the 

_ _ ,Ly~l ·orcrew-or:_inJ.~~bei: thefeoffor,eilll?111ati?Jl; 
• ''. .t,:~,1 ~/Ul~.:'nOlii'.-i:il'f{fl,;:.iJ.'-~(~ ~,~nf't~:~!.": i; '.:·_ ?~:- ,:~::;;;·, ['.!l,')?;~4:i~ ~.$ 

(f) he maY::cJb.~~r:the...,cr~~ ':)(tile !~~l;,~ -, ;~ • 

(g) <he. ~y r~u,ire the m~te.,: to ~P~Jr a~. give any 
. -•:;~,i:p1~~}!,~e~sJ!1X)V;~!.9~,a,tr, gt'.~)\'-,Qr.~y 

.•· ,,;_):'Ji, ,r pfr~in .. ~9n,,.~f>!!,cJJ,1h~,Y:f~ljyf !J}A,§l.11:X/B~Y,itm~~t 
.K,~el1Jii9~,H1.~a,t'.!~!P.f~~)"'~~;m; "U~~,J ,;,r c;;; 

. . . (h\ be mav make anv.~h ex~minat;inn:_Rr enqqiry which 
•• , =· ,,, .~.-1 '·ne 'sififi~<>O$rdefnJc~wsacy~ii'iia out whether. any 

, . provision of "this A.qt li;is been CO})tr~veried; 

(i) he may take oryequire''tmh:na:ster'io ·take ilitvi:isiet ro 
aJJY place. port <>r harbour in S~nt Vincent and the 
Gre.nes or any other designated port for the purpose 
of carrying out any search. examination or enquiry; 

0) in the case of any person who appears to him to have 
committed any offence under this Act,·he may without 
summons. warrant or other process, take the suspected 
offender and require the master of the vessel to take 
the vessel in respect of whi~h it appears to him that 
there has been an offence committed; together with 
the crew of the vessel to a port or harbour in Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines or any other designated 
port and bring them before a competent court and 
detain them along with the vessel in Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines until the a11eged · offence has been 
adjudicated upon; 

(k) he may, having regard to the safety of the vessel take 
steps to immobilize any fishing vessel seized, taken 
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or detained in accordance with this . section for the 
purpose of preventing the vessel being taken by any 
person, prior: to the release of the vessel under section 
13 or 15 by the Court; 

(I} in the case of any offence agauist section 4 he may, 
seize any vessel together with its equipment; , 

(m) he IQay sej~~ any fishing"gear, instruments or 
appliances which he has reasonable cause to believe 
have, been used in the commission of such offence; • 
1':.;:.-;i,,..'.'.-":" ,:. -;g] ::,·.·,.~ ¥1:"{'.;}·~· ··1·:•1;·-~ 

.(n}, he may seizc:,.any;,fi$b:products.or other perishables 

. ) •·., }','.hicb, be; b_elj.~veit,m.ay· have-~ .taken or produced 
in the commission of~uch of:(ence; 

L~i. ::?t"'•:;,·:i'.·.:1:-.:,;/::.;;·~1tw~~~:)-f~~,:.r\·t~·1~~f~)r;i:~? ._ ;Qtt.:.:·, .. : :'.,_ .<: . '. 
;;{;;.}rh,~~~AAi~iQfil.~Ji'. .··.· .ofi2anf:docurn1:nt which 

he believes :may be relevant,t0; any.such offence, 

:;, ,d•.· (:4)_ln.,,y~~~gtht;,.PQwers·xe(~J.o;in sul>sectipn (I) an 
aqtl)~ 9ffl£~ m~Y ~.s~~ll J'.qn:;~~maY:it>eJ:~Mbly llecessary. 
;;/1} (tr.~i-~f.~~·•tz' , • 
z..{;j'~~· 
this 
or tlie ch 
vesiiel' hasi~if . /it'i~~orie~ot'tfie"vesset 
may:at anjitfui~ . . .. .thJ,.deter:g:ri_g;i,tiof?iQ! tbfi infortnation or.charge, 
appfy_ tQ !Ji.cc,J.;;QU(!.f.o!Jl!o,r~l~~ .9(~ v~~~l POJbttprovisiqn 9f~urHy 
iii accordance ~tli"thjfs~tioi).; ;,_ '"'J; -· • ,c_: • 

(2) On hearing the applicatiogj~z:elation•tosubsection (1) the 
Court shall either: 

(a) being.satisfied that reasonable security has been given 
to the Crown in respect of the aggregate of the 
maximum pe~alty to which the owner. master or 
ch~erer may be liable, -and taking into account the . 
costs and expenses which the Crown may recover under 
section 19, order the relea$e of the fishing vessel; or • 

(b) order the release of the f1Shing0vessel on the payment 
by any suitable person or persons approved by the 
Court; of a reasonable bond in favour of the Crown in 
a prescribed fonn and conditioned in accordance with 
subsection (4) of this section of an amount not less 
than the aggregate of the maximum penalty to which 
such owner, master or charterer may be.liable and the 
costs and expenses which the Crown may recover under 
section 19. 

2001 
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(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) the Court may. where it is 
satisfied that there are specialcb'.cumstances to justify it doing so, order 
that the bond shall be for a specified amount which is less than the 
amount required under subsection (2). 

( 4) The condition of the bond shall state that where the owner, 
master or charterer -

(a) is found not guilty of the offence charged; or 

(b) on being convic~ of the chru-ge. pays in full within • 
fourteen days after he is convicted, the amount of all 
costs and expenses due by him to the Crown under 
section 19 the bond shalf be of no effect: 

_: --- - :.-, : - -1•_-,.- ;,_ :; - --
Provided that wh~the amount ordered to be paid 

to the Courti:ettlall!s-'0utstanding~ the bond shall remain 
.:--in effect::,c, -,_, -- ·d ·,"- ,, -

(S) The amount sp~ified in the bond -shall be rec~verable in 
full in any court ot competent jurisdiction as a debt due' to tl'ie Crown 
jointly and seve-r,1Hy. by the_ QWllCr 1 , _ gr c~~ ,by whom the 
bond is-given' wUesif di ----" ---_ • _ _ _ "t'l!n11tteiet' nt ' the dw; 
erfotmance'c>:t" illec"&i\dJ lik:1f tlie'Bodiftas ~- , . - ~ ·""\:·' '."' P. · ... -. ..,. · ·.:·· ~•:-·~ .. ··t:; ·.-~,:; , . ~-,·: 'r ;:"'~'::·~•/},\.-:..;~.::· , T7: :.~;~·,) .··,,.f .~ 

'(6)' -F~r the'p~ 6:?'iliu; ~ectlSn '!!fish.1iig f asel'' inciudes 
all equipment on board or equipment used oy the vessel and also includes 
any fish which has been seized from the vessel under this' Act and is 
detained on board the vessel in the custody·ofthe'Crown~ 

14. (1) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act; where 
any fish or any other perishable goods are seized by the Chief Fisheries 
Officer or any duly authorized officer; the Chief Fisheries Officer may 
either: 

(a) return the fish or other perishable goods to.the person 
from whom it was seized on the receipt of adequate 
security, which is in the opinion of the Chief Fisheries 
Officer equivalent to the value of the fish or perisbab]e 
goods by way of a bond or any other stipulated 
condition for payment of such equivalent value in the 
event that such amount shall be adjudged by the Court 
to be forfeited to the Crown; or 

{b) cause the sale of the fish or other perishable goods at a 
reasonable market value; and the proceeds from such 
sale shall be paid into Court pending an order by the 
Court in respect of the forfeiture or otherwise of the 
proceeds. 

I 
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Provided that where proceedings have not been 
instituted the Chief Fisheries Officer shall release the 
proceeds of the sale to the person from whom the fish 
or perishable goods was seized in accordance with 
section 12. • , , 

(2) Where any live fish has been seized in accordance with 
section 12 such fish may be released or destroyed at the discretion pf the 
authorized officer in consultation with the Chief Fisheries Officer where 
he considers su~h act desirable. in order to prev~t undue suffering or fot 
ariybther good~ sufficientreason. , T 

15 (1) Any persori ~ted and','subject fu Sectitm 14, any ~esseL 
fish or other perishable goods detained or seized shall be brought before 
the court of competent jurisdiction without undue delay. 

• ,~·J.,;'.'iJ .(2h.Wbere ~peoon wbo W~ ~ted:is released without 
charge; or has not been prosecutectwithin, thirty days of his arrest; any 

• vessel, article or thing detµned or seized belonging to the person shall 
be returned to hmi: • ' • ~ • · •.• , ' 

'·. ·:~~.~. 

. . Provided that where a sale has been effected on any article or 
'·ooos selied~.ftomtlle M son the'•~ oftliefsale sh.all sub·ect to 
~hon' (145 t~)!i~}~i¥tf ~Jii~f :i} • '; }~\/<., • ~ 
' ' (3) Wllerf~ ~911 :who 6.as ~µ proper1 charged with an 

offence fails to appear befo~ the ~ollrl m an&\vf!t lis charges wj.~in 
ninety days of his arrest and the Court holds iri its possession any vessel, 
article or property seized during the arrest, the Chief Fisheries Officer 
may apply to the Court for such vessel. article or any other property to 
be forfeited to the Crown and the Court shall make such order as it 
considers fit. 

(4) Where the Court fails or refuses to make an order for 
forfeiture under subsection (3) the Chief Fisheries Office may appeal tQ 
the High Court whose decision shall be final. • 

(5) Subject to subsection (6) and section 14 of the Act where a 
vessel, article or any other property is detained or seized and has been 
arrested; the vessel, article or other property so detained or seized shall 
be returned to the owner or the person having possession care or control 
of such vessel, article or property at the time the detention or seizure 
was made. 

(6) Where the lawful owner of a vessel. article or any other 
property which has been detained or seized under section 12 cannot be 
traced within thirty days after such detention orseizure; the vessel, article 
or property so detained or seized shall be forfeited to the Crown and be 
disposed of at the discretion of the Chief Fisheries Officer. 

2001 
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, (7) Any proceeds of the sale under subsection (6) shall be paid 
in to, the consolidated fuqd. • 

, (8) • Where a vess¢1 articl9, or any other property h~s been 
detained or seized and the court does not ordet the forfeiture of such 
vessel, article or property the proceeds realized from the disposal of 
,su~h _y~~sel, ~.id_e 9,r, p:1:rpe~ s~~H>~ returned to th~ owier or the 
~son ,m po,~~SSIOJJ.~ c~~,or .c9~trol. of such v~sel. ~pli; or proPet1}' 
at the time of the de~nt10n or seizure. . . . . , 

",:, ; ; • • • , , lj ·• • .~ ;, '., •• 

• : • (9) Where the owner of a te1i'~el; article or:aityother property 
or the person having the possession, care or 'i:ontrol thereof af i:he time 

fii~r;;s~t~ !~~t1;f;;;,:~::lll! ?:~~ unq~~-~~: Act ,and a 

':' :
1t:~t5'i~15t~~:~t15:~ 

l (b} the vessel article or any other pro~i:ty, n,iayb,e,sold in 
satisfaction of the fine; or 

• .. '/'7 

··• 01' i~\~~~ 
• fth- fi - .. . '),f qp~~-~ 

9" .. ,~,JD~,IP 'WJ J•~ _QP . ;.• 
•. · ·•..::•·_ •-"--" ,-.c.•~•:l•,:.•~•i"; .. t::··_ .. ~.,,;, , ~•-,.'. __ '. .•, 

fisliirig gi~~~ifor s. • . 1~~:::~X:~a,~~~ an~ ~lllh', v~~~I,: 
-;.'"'•~~-t-·-- -:~-:- •• --,--:.. 7;_•~·~- ·\~~~:~-:, -.--.!, ..<.._'!.~:'-:'.' .;:..""",··~·:-_ : _-,-, -- •---,,;.;---..,..,7:· ~- • •~ .s--,11--- ... • 

,., PARTVI' 

PROHIBITIONS, AND.OFFENc~· 

16. (I) No Saint Vincent and the Grenadines fishing vessel shall 
engage in any activity on the high seas which undermines the 
effectiveness of international conservation and management measures. 

(2) The Minister may, by regulation, prescribe any activities 
as being activities which undermine the effectiveness of international 
conservation and management measures. • 

(3) Where a fishing vessel of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
contravenes subsection ( 1) of this section, the master, owner or charterer 
each commits an offence and upon conviction shall be liable for a fine 
not exceeding one million US dollars. 

17. (1) Any person who: 

(a) assaults, resists or willfully obstructs an authorized 
officer while in the course of exercising his powers 
under this Act; 
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(b) refuses or neglects to comply with any order, 
requisition or direction lawfully made or given under 
this Act; 

(c) without reasonable cause or excuse fails to: 

''(i) answer any question put to him by an authorized 
officer; or • • 

(ii) give any infon:natjori oiproduce any thing rciquir~ 
• ,: , •• to· be produced in accordance with tliis Act; •. ' .. ' ' 

(d) fails to allow a search or ins~on of a" Sai~t '~inint 
,·arut the Grenadines fishing vessehmdet this Act7 or 

. ,, • , : • <~i,:, -: • :.~#rs;W~~r~t.;a!liiiliti~~,.,;~ 
u/ • • ~., •·.•, .. . . .. .. . ;sucli orders. ~u~1.~,9!1i.9t;W{~JiJ?!'!~ 

or m answenng sllch questmns. or pr0<1ucmg any 
. . ,· •. . thing: or,~ow~~id'!. ~fh,qr inl!~Q.m 

commits. lili offence ~cl ~liaW be· lial,li;' upon'"coiiyfotici1(t~{a''fjne !qt_ 
exceeding two·million::tJis;,dollilisP .•·:,, ,,;. '· ' · "''0" .,,)., '" ,- ,._., .• , ,,, 

• ·fl~ ':1?:~;~r.:1~t:Y:,:JXIT~\~~i "' . • Gilt 
' • -·{ a) ·: for file'.' p~ o{ obtaining,a,,,.t~ncc._oht,.r.. ~~~.~:::i.,, 

, {b) fm:-pun,oft,e!:l . compljance ~itl,i, any. requirement to 
• • .. furnish wifinfotmatiottJnder ,this Act . , · . 

knowingly or re~klessly-pr~vides info~on which is false i~ a material 
particular, commits an offence and shall be liable upon conviction to a 
fine not exceeding five hundredthOusand U.S dollars. 

(3) Any pe<SOn who without any lawful authority alters a 
licence issued under this Act commits an offence and upon conviction 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two million U.S dollars. 

2001 

18. (1) ~y person who contravenes any provision of this Act for 
which no offence 1s specially provided commits an offence. 

(2) Any person .who commits an offence against this Act for 
which no penalty 1s specifically provided shall be liable on conviction 
to a fine as may be prescribed. 

Other offence, 
Penalties 11nd 
proceedings 

(3) Where any person is convicted of an offence under this 
Act the Court may in addition to. any other penalty which it may so 
impose; order that any fishing gear, instruments or appliances used in 
the commission of such offence and any fish found on board the fishing 
vessel or the proceeds of any sale thereof, shall be forfeited to the Crown 
and sha!J be disposed of in-such manner as the Chief Fisheries Officer, 
may direct. 
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( 4) For the purpose of any proceedings under this Act any fish 
found on board a fishing vessel shall unless the contrary is proved be 
presumed to be caught: 

(a) on the high seas; and 

{b) within the vicinity of the vessel at the time the fish is 
so found. 

(5) An attempt to commit an offence under this Act shall itself 
constitute an offence and may be dealt with in a like manner as if the 
offence bad been committed. 

(6) Any master or other person who lransships, receives on 
board a fishing vessel, lransports, sells, offers for sale, process or in any 
other manner deals with any fish caught i~ ~on~vention of this Act 
coinriiits an offence. • • • • •• • · 

(7) Any person who aids, abets, counsels or procures an offence 
under this Act or conspu-es to commit such offence commits the offence 
so aided, abetted, counselled or procured Qr conspired to be committed. 

(8) When a person is convicted for a:repeated offence under 
this Act he shall be liable to a pemµty which s~all pe double the nonnal 
penalty imposed for that offence. • ; •. , 

(9) A certificate purporting to be signed by the Chief Fisheries 
Officer or any officer authorized by him for that purpose stating that on 
a date specified in the certificate; .. 

(a) a fishing vessel specified in that certificate was not 
licensed under this Act; or 

{b) the accused person or any other named person was not 
the holder of a licence under this Act; 

(c) a person was the holder of a licence ·or permit under 
this Act; 

shall, in the absence of any proof to the contrary, be sufficient evidence 
of the matter stated in the certificate. 

PART VII 

COURT PROCEEDINGS PENALTIES AND 
COMPOUNDING OF OFFENCES 

Jurisdiction of the 19. (I) All penalties, offences and proceedings under this Act shall 
court be, prosecuted and taken before a Court. 
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(2) In respect of offences charged under this Act and 
notwithstanding the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code the Court 
shall hereby be given extended territorial jurisdiction to impose any fine 
provided for under this Act and may award the Crown such costs and 
expenses incurred in relation to the prosecution of such charges as may 
appear to be proper. 

20. Where a person is convicted ~f an offence against this Act the 
Court may iri addition to ,any other perialty order. that any licence issued 
under this Act arid any fees paid for such licence by the convicted person 
shall be forfeited and that such person be disqualified from the date of 
the conviction from holding a licence for a period·not exceeding three· 
years. 

21. (1) Where .the Chief Fisheries.Officer has reasonable cause to 
believe that: • 

(a) an offence against this'Act has b~nfummitted by any 
person; 

(b) the offence committed is of a minor nature; 

(c)· havintfrigard to the previous conduct of the person 
cortcerne,fana or the vessel where a vessel is involved, 
it would be approptjate for him ti)" imposed a penalty 
under this section; • • 

he may in accordance with subsection (2) cause a notice in writing to be 
served on that person. 

(2) A notice under subsection (1) shall specify: 

(a) the date and nature of the offence; 

(b) a summary of the facts upon which the allegation that 
an offence has been committed is based; and 

( c) any other matters which the Chief Fisheries Officer 
considers relevant to the imposition of a penalty; 

(3) A notice issued under subsection (2) shall contain a 
statement setting out the provisions of this section. 

(4) Any person on whom a notice under subsection (1) has 
been served may, within thirty days after receipt of such notice, require 
that the proceeding in respect of the alleged offence be dealt with by the 
court. 

(5) Where a person states his intention to have his proceedings 
dealt with by the Court as prescribed under subsection (4); no further 
proceedings shall be taken under this section by the Chief Fisheries 
Officer: 

• 2001 

Forfeiture of 
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Provided that nothing in this section shall be constru~ to prevent 
the subsequent laying of any information or charge in respect of th.e 
alleged, offence or the conviction of the person of any offence by the 
Court or the imposition of any penalty or forfeiture under'this Act· upon 
such conviction. • • 

(6) Where a person on whom a notice under subsection (1) is 
served:does not re,quesnhat hi.s, proceedings. with respecfte1 di~ llll~ged 
offence.be dealnvitli b'Y.'the'Court he m;if Wnoµce in :wriyng ~~'tj,ed cm 
the·ChiefFi~~~?¥9ftic,et.":~ : ~ '!· ·: ~~:;:/r~;:', · :'. /.; ,,. • • · 

,,;-,,·:,·;•;·(a)' ad~iithe ~ffence;,'and d 

(b) make submissions tq the Chief Fisheries Officer as to 
,._,,,. , ~-', /,;;-1,,,;:,,,theqn~tteis 'which· fielrequfres thif·Chi~Lft • 

. ·Qf.fi~ tp.~ ~(()account \Vheniin~sin, imy 
•· (11., ::f f;~,,t1 i~,>fi~r ~ff r~~R.fl·,•,;;,: i:'!iii 
, • (7) Where a person upon whom a notice''uiider subsection (1) 

has been 5Tif;9-~a\J,. "1ithitl ~~ d,ays ~r: ~ notife., is, $,CI'Ved on him: 

at~~ of the alleged 

'~ifllie·1~ce;::!'t~~:,1 .:.t~ 

he shall on the expii;ation 9f,tqat period be. considered to have admltted 
the offence. • • , C. • • • • • ; • , 

(8) Where unqer this sec;:,tion a person ·ts or is c9~dered 
to have admitted an offence; the Chief Fish Officer shall on 
consultation with the -Minister and after taking into account any 
submissions by that person under subsection (4), may impose a penalty 
on that person in respect of the offence not exceeding one ha]f of the 
maximum penalty to which the person would have been liable if such 
person were convicted of the offence by the Court. 

(9) Where the Chief Fisheries Officer imposes a penalty on a 
person under this section in respect of an offence he shalJ cause a notice 
in writing in the prescribed fonn of the particulars of the penalty to be 
served on that person. 

(10) A person on whom a penalty is imposed under this section 
shall pay the amount of the penalty to the Crown within thirty days after 
the notice of the penalty is served on him. 

(11) Without prejudice to the requirement of subsection (8), a 
penalty imposed under this section shall be recoverable by the Crown 
from the person upon whom it has been imposed in the same manner in 
which a fine is recoverable on conviction of an offence. 
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(l2)Notwithstanding any other provisions of this act or of any 
other enactment, where an offence has been admitted or is considered to 
have been admitted under this section no information or charge shall be 
laid in respect of the offence against any person by whom the offence 
has been admitted or considered to have been admitµ,d.. 

(13) Nothing in this section shall apply: 

(a) in respect of any offence or alleged offence under 
section 4; or 

(b) to any offence or alleg~ offeoce in r,espect of which 
any inf~ation or charge has already been laid. 

22. (1). Where anrfine or amount o(costs is adjudged to be due 
by the owner, master or c;hartererp{llDY,JlshJpg x~l~ respect ofa 
·contraventio1rof,ahypiovisibn'oftbis''Aptth •• . uij._ma,y;'ifno.securlty 
or insufficient secttrity has'been1i{veri'to' . . wa:broet that in default 
of payment forthwith tlie owner, n:i:asi.er oft!liarterer shall give security 
for the payment of the amount due and if the security, is not made to tit~ 
satisfaction of the Court an order for the detention of the fJShing v~t • 
shall be ma4~t~l urt arid the vessel may ~ordingcy: be ~ned 
in Saint Vincent:- . . . Grenadines until the amount due is ~d or 
sufficie.nt~~ty.lt~ qc;eJJ;g{~ 'tQ qie:saqsf~tiomottlie Cbuft'\i ~tY 

• •••• (;) ~er~ .a .rine i~ ;ot paid or no ~wily is giYen \\lithin 
thirty days of the order of the Court or for such longer period as the 
Court may determine. the Courtmay ordetthat in the case.of.anyoff~nce 
committed under section 4 • any vessel arid its equipment used in· the 
commission of the offence be forfeited to the Crown and if so forfeited 
shall be disposed of in such manner as the Chief Fisheries Officer shall 
direct. 

PARTVlII' 

REGULATIONS 

2001 

Detention or 
f'ort"eituJe of fishing 
vessel OD milurc to . · 
pay or secmi:, fine 

23. (I) The Minister may make regulations for the better carrying Power to make 
into effect of the purposes of this Act. Regulations 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of 
subsection (1) such regulations may provide for: 

(a) anything .which is to be or may be prescribed under 
this Act; 

(b) the payment of fees on applications for licences and 
on the issue of licences; 
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(c) the conditions and procedures of applications for 
licences and their forms: 

{ d) the placing of observers on fishing vessels; . 

(e) the provision by app1icants for licences and licensees 
of bonds or other farms of security in order to ensure 
compliance With the obligations under the terms and 
conditions of their licences; 

(f) reports to be made for the purposes of this Act; 

(g) notification of contribution to international 
conservation and management measures recognized 
by Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; 

(h) activities that shalt l;ie .corisiq~ to pc attivities which 
undenhint,,. the;'. effect\v~11es'.s -Qf international 
cons~atfo9 and ~anag~~t rn.easures. · 

;i .•,. . di:' 
fim .. ~.;' d: b'j APPLICATIONFORMFORUCENCETOFISHZN 

8~u~~ 
Section ti 

~t.,t ~~ Q,3 INSTRUCTIONS - Underline surnames 

• For "address" provide comple~ maili address 

ADDRESSTO: 

If not applicable Write NA - Leave no blanks 
Specify units of measurement if l'IQ( metric 

TH.F: CHIEF FISlIERJES oF16'CER 
/ I hereby apply for a fishing licence to fish on the.High seas. 

/ l. Na.me of Vessel ........................................ 
1

.,: ................................................................... . 

2. History of Vessel .................................. /.'... ...................................................................... . 
/ . 

3. Pce~us Nanies (if known) ............ re:. ................................................. : ......................... . 
I 

4. Registration Number (if any) .... fl ................................................................................. . 

S. Port of Registry ................... ,_. ....................................................................................... . 

6. Vessel's Previous Flag (ilahy) ........................................................................................ . 
7. Vessel's International ·•• 

Radio CaJJ Sign (if any) ................................................................................................. . 
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,I 

8. Names and Addresses of / 
Vessel's Owners and Operators ........................................... / ............................... : ........ . 

9. When and Where Vessel Was Built ................................. / ........................................... . 
I 

10. Type of Vessel .............................................................................................................. . 

11. LengthofVessel ........................................................................................................... . 

12. TypeofFishingMethod(s) ........................................................................................... . 

13. Moulded Depth of Vessel ............................................................................................. . 

14. TheBeamoftheVesseJ ............................................................................................... .. 

15. GrossRegisterTonnage(where available) ................................................................. ... 

16. Power of Main Engine (s) of Vessel ............................................................................ . 

Passed in the House of Assembly this 

J. THERESA ADAMS 
Clerk of the House of Assembly 

Printed by the Government Printer at the Government Printing Office. 
Kingstown. St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

2001 [ Price $7 .60 ] 




